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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from Mth to 16tli Jannarv 

1781. 


Port William, tlie 14tti January 1781. 

At a Cotjnoiii, present : 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor- General, ^President. 

Edward Whbdbr, Esq. 

Eibetbnant-General Sir Eyre Ooote, K.B., absent t or Com- 
mand at Port St. George. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 9fct instant. 

The Governor-General delivers in the following minute : — 

Governor-General. — While this Government is charged with such exten- 
sive concerns, and hath to contend with difficulties equal perhaps to those in 
which even the Supreme Administration of the British Empire is at this period 
involved, it may at least claim as a right, what under any other system of 
Government, that hath ever yet existed, would be imposed on it as an indispen- 
sable obligation, — to employ and exercise the powers which are inherent in its 
constitution, and which are immediately necessary to the support and even- 
tually to the existence of those essential interests which it holds in charge. On 
this principle I claim the right of nominating the Agent of my own choice 
to the Residency of Benares. It is a representative station, and cannot without 
a contradiction be the charge of a man not preferably chosen to it, by ttiie 
members of the actual Government, and holding it by an authority independent 
of theirs. Speaking for myself alone, it may be sufficient to affirm that Mr. 
Prancis Powke is not my Agent ; that I can not give him any confidence; that 
while he continues at Benares he stands as a screen between the Raja and this 
Government, instead of an instrument of control, and that the Raja himself 
and every Chief in Hindoostan with whom we are in connection, will regard it 
as the pledge and foundation of his independence. 

To Mr. Powke himself I have no personal objection. I approve his conduct 
and esteem his character, and I bfelieve that I might depend upon his exact and 
literal obedience and fidelity in the execution of the functions annexed to it. 
My objection I have stated above, and it is insuperable. 

The person whom I have chosen to succeed him I consider as standing in the 
same degree of confidence and estimation with Mr. Wheler as with myself. I 
adopted him (if I may so express myself, from his family) and patronage, and 
assigned him an office of the highest trust near my own person, with Mr. 
Wheler*s approbation, and froni a foresight of the event which has since made 
us co-partners of this Government, and which suggested to me the propriety of 
employing such agents as would be agreeable to him while they possessed the 
other requisite for my own oonfi-dencet < 

I therefoirM think him -on every consideratioil the fittest to fill the office in 
question. " 

I therefore' move that Mr. Prancis Powke be immediately removed &om 
the Residency of Benares, and that Mr. William Markham may be appdinted 
to it in his stead. ' ' 

While I thus acquit Myself of what I conceive to be a public duty, it is 
my desire at the same fime to indemnify Mr. Powke from the consequences 
personally attending it to’vjmrds him. 

I therefore move thaf he be at the same time invested with the appoint- 
ment of Agent for the provisioh of all boats to be employed for the milit^ 
services of this establishment, with an allowance of a commission of fifteen 
per cent, upon all his disbursements in this office ; that the executive 

F. D. 



2 


charge thereof take place from the period of the expiration of Colonel Mor- 
gan's present contract ; and that nntil that time and for three months following 
itj he be allowed to draw his present allowance of 1,000 rupees per month. 

1 propose this method in preference to a contract, because I am convinced 
from experience that the service will be better performed by this alteration, 
although it is liable to one material objection in its natural influence on his 
expenses. This is a defect which can only be corrected by the probity of the 
person who is entrusted with so important a charge, and I am willing to have 
it understood, as a proof of the confidence which I repose in Mr. Fowke, that I 
have proposed his appointment in opposition to a general principle to a trust so 
constituted. 

I move also that Mr. John Benn be appointed Assistant to the Resident at 
Benares. 

Mr. Wheler delivers in the following minute : — 

I accede to the propriety of the Governor- General’s arguments, and think 
them particularly applicable to the present state of this Government. I am 
also highly flattered by the choice the Governor-General has made of a gentle- 
man to fill this important station who was formerly under my patronage, and 
who is still in my confidence. But, as Mr. Rowke has not yet signified his will- 
ingness to accept of the compensation proposed to him in exchange for his 
present appointment, I must decline giving my assent to his immediate 
removal. 

The Governor- General’s motion being agreed to, resolved that Mr. William 
Markham be accordingly appointed Resident at Benares, and Mr. John Benn his 
Assistant. 

Resolved that Mr. Rrancib Rowke be invested, with the appointment of 
Agent for the provision of all boats to be employed for the military services of 
this establishment, with an allowance of a commission of 16 per cent upon all 
his disbursements in this office, the executive charge of which is to take place 
from the period of the expiration of Colonel Morgan’s present contract, and 
that, for that time and for three months following it, he be permitted to draw 
his present allowance of 1,000 rupees per month. 


' 'Rort William, the 16th JauTxary 1781. 

At a COTJNOIIi, PRESENT : 

The Hon ’bee Wabren Hastings, Governor ~ General, President. 

Edward Wheeer, Esq., The Qommander-in- Chief assisting. 

Lieutenant- General Sir Etre Coote, K.B,, absent on Command 
at the Presidency of Rort St. George. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 14th instant. 

Agreed that the following letter he written to the Resident at Benares - 

Sib, — Having lately resolved on a mode of supply to the detachment of 
troops commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Camac, which makes a remittance to 
him from Benares of such monthly kists of tribute as you may receive from 
the Raja unnecessary, we revoke the orders which were sent to the Resident 
for this purpose on the 19th ultimo, and direct that the kists of tribute be 
ajgain regularly transmitted to the Presidency as usual by bills of exchange. 

Being desirous of knowing what duties are collected upon goods or money 
passing through the Zemindary of Raja Cheit Sing, we direct that you trans- 
mit to us, a particular account thereof, as soon as you are able. 

We are, &e. 

Rort William:, 

The IQth January 1781. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 23rd February to 27th 

April 1781. 


Fort William, the 23rd February 1781. 

At a CoxjNOiii, present: 

TheHon’ble Warren Hastings, Govei'nor^Oeneral, ^President. 
Edward Whbler, Esq, 

Liedtenant-Generad Sir Etre Coote, K.B., absent, on contmandr' 

at the ^Presidency of Port St. George. 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the 19th instant. 

Enclosed in the letter from Fort St. Extract of a letter from liiEOTENANT-GrENERAL Sir Etre 
G eorge. CoOTE, dated Gamp near Wandewash, the 26th Januarv 

1781. ^ 

I had the pleasure of addressing you the 21st to inform you of our success 
in having taken the Fort of Carangoly. I marched from thence the 23rd in the 
morning. Although we did not come above nine miles owing to the badness 
of the road, we were not encamped till after dark. On this march considerable 
bodies of horse appeared to the right and left of our line of march. They 
threw, now and then, a few rockets, hut did us no mischief. The advanced guard 
fired two or three shot at a body of them, whereby a commander of the enemies’ 
horse by name Alii Verdi Beg was mortally wounded, the shot entered at the 
loin and came out at the belly. He lived 24 hours. I marched again 
yesterday morning, and have the satisfaction to inform you, that I reached 
Bandowart in the afternoon, which, I was rejoiced, in finding still in our posses- 
sion, and that the enemy had raised the siege on the 22nd instant — a circumstance 
which I think deserving of remark, as on the same day of January, 21 years ago, 
I raised the siege of this place by a battle with the French. In the course of 
yesterday’s march, parties of horse appeared^ now and then, on the right of our 
line, and attempted to molest us with rockets, ^but they were soon dispersed by 
a few shot by which, we have reason to believe, some of them suffered. We 
have sustained no loss since we left Carangoly. 

A true copy, 

H. OBAIG, 

Deputy Secretary. 


To the Hon’ble the President and Gentlemen of the Select Committee at Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — In my letter of the 19th, whereof I now enclose a duplicate, 
I informed you of my intention of marching this morning to Carangoly and of 
the probability there was of taking possession of that place without much 
difficulty. I was led into this idea by the repeated information, which had been 
brought me, that it was in a manner evacuated, there only being left in it a 
Hilladar and about 20 men. Upon the strength of this information and in full 
confidence that I had nothing else to do but to shew troops before, it, and 
that it would fall, T accordingly ordered a detachment under command of 
Captain Davis to march at 12 o’clock last night. It consisted of about 1,000 
sepoys and 4 guns with a howitz commanded by Captain Turner ; to the utter 
honor of the officers and men composing this detachment, the Fort of Carangoly 
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was taken, and in manner which rebounds much to the credit of their bravery. 
After congratulating you on this fortunate event, I must indulge myself with 
reciting to you the particulars as well, because I know it will prove acceptable 
to you to read, as that it is a justice I owe, on every account, to the officers 
and men of the detachment whose gallant conduct is highly deserving a place 
upon record. The detachment arrived at the Banier Gate of the Pettah this 
morning at 4^ past 5 o’clock, when they were challenged by two Gentries who 
discharged their pieces and retired. In two or three minutes the gate was 
forced, and our troops immediately proceeded to the gates of the fort with a 
twelve pounder dragged by lascars before them. Captain Davis sent two or 
three of the village people to the crest of the glacis with an offer of Cowl to 
the garrison if they surrender. In the mean time he was advancing towards 
the gate- way, when the twelve pounder had got as far as the outer vanier, the 
whole garrison appeared drawn up on the ramparts and traversers of the gates. 
They then began to fire, and the gun was with much difficulty run against the 
gate which, on the second shot, gave way so much as to admit the men one by 
one, a second gate which had been lately hung, was in about a quarter of 
an hour opened. A third gate also now presented itself, when the gun was 
brought up to, with much labor on removing the first gate out of its way at 
the first discharge ; this also was burst open,* when the troops entered and took 
possession, whilst the hulk of the besieged made their escape by ladders on the 
opposite side. During the whole of this transaction the detachment were ex- 
posed to a constant fire of musketry from the ramparts and upper work of the 
fort. 

The garrison, as we learn from the prisoners that have been taken, consisted 
of YOO men instead of the small number which was reported to me to be in 
it. Had I conceived the numbers to be anything near what they proved, I 
would not have exposed the troops to so much daiiger, but contented myself 
with reducing it in a more regular manner. As it has happened, the blow has 
been an important one, because it has secured us ^a quantity of paddy for 
the subsistence of the army, and nothing damps the joy I now feel, upon 
the occasion, but the loss we have sustained, which is three European artillery 
killed, and eight sepoys ; Captain Morehouse wounded by a musket ball 
through the left arm ; Lieutenant Anderson through the ham and Ensign 
Macalister and Lieutenant Fireworker Oliver slightly wounded by musket 
balls, but, thank God, none of them dangerously. Of non-commissioned officers, 
there are, wounded, one sepoy serjeant, one artillery sergeant, one corporal, 
one gunner and five privates, four of whom the doctor thinks must die ; of the 
sepoy corps, wounded, one subadar, five jemadars, two havildars, two drummers, 
and 38 sepoys and ten lascars belonging to the gun. 

This is a heavy loss when compared to that of the enemy which we do not 
find amount to more than 20 killed and wounded. Hyder’s Killadur is a prisoner 
and mortally wounded. Besides the paddy in the garrison which is estimated 
to be 7,030 cailans, a large quantity may be collected from the villages round 
the fort, and to facilitate which business I have given the charge of the country 
to the father of the Aumil of Ohingleput who is, by my directions, to collect as 
much grain as possible, and to keep it in the fort for the use of the army. Of 
this I have written His Highness the Nabob, who I have no doubt will, for the 
present, confirm my nomination. At all events, whilst any operations are yet 
in their infancy, a change must not be thought of ; this is a point in which, if 
you find any alterations are intended, I must beg your interference, that the 
Nabob may not subject himself to a disappointment by any person he may 
propose being refused the charge. I enclose you copy of the orders' I have 
this day issued on the occasion of our success, and hope you will deem the 
officers and men also deserving of some public testimony of your approbation. 
It is mcredible the improvements and repairs made on the fort. The works 
which have been rebuilt are not only well executed, but disposed of with as 
much skill as if superintended by a regular bred European, although there was 
nnt one in the fort. It is now from being a ruin become a place of greater 
strength than when I took it last war, and is from being situated in the heart 
or a fertile country of that importance which deserves our future care and 
attention. I would have transruitted you more speedy intelligence of our success 
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■whicli happened at 7 this morning, but that I have been very busv and was 
desirous at the same time to send you the fullest information. 

I have the honor, &e., 

Camp Cakai^goilt, 

The 21st January 1781. J EYE-E COOTE. 

^ 

Secret Dept. Fort William, the 27th April 1781. 

Friday. At a CottnciIi, present : 

The Hon’blb W^aruen Hastings, Oonernor- General, President. 
Edward Whexer, Esq,, 

Lieutenant-Generax Sir Eyre Coote, K.B., absent, on command 

at the Presidency of Fort St, George. 


Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 18 th instant. 

Read the following letter from Lieutenant-General Sir Etre Coote : — 

Sir Eyre Coote, 1st March. 

Gentxemen, — I have been honoured with the receipt of your letters of 
the 18th December, 22nd and 25th ultimo, with their duplicates. 

I entertain a proper sense of the endeavours you exerted to send me 
volunteer sepoys by sea, and I can only regret the Ul-sucoess that attended 
them. Had they prevailed, and two thousand men by that means been added to 
my force, I am persuaded I should have been able to have transmitted to you 
accounts still more favorable than those which shall form a part of the sequel 
of this address. It affords me pleasure to receive your repeated assurances of 
support in money for the expenses of this army, as upon its safety and main- 
tainance employed as it now is in contending with the most powerful and for- 
midable enemy amongst the native pa:wers of Hindostan, I am satisfied the 
very existence of the British interests in this Eastern World depend. 

The sum of current Rupees 4,23,672-10-3, which you advise me has 
been sent me by the Portland in gold specie of the Pagoda standard, I have the 
pleasure to acquaint you of my being informed from Madras, is safely arrived 
and landed ; •! have in consequence written thither to have the gold again assay- 
ed at the mint there, and that should it upon test in any respect differ from 
the assay report sent me, have requested a comparative view be immediately 
transmitted to your Board for your information. I have all the desire, you 
could possibly wish, for observing economy in the military disbursements, to 
which I am influenced by two very powerful motives — the one that the Hon’ble 
Company may not be subjected to unnecessary expenses, and the other the 
knowledge I had of the exhausted state of your finances previous to my departure 
from Bengal. To these I may add another motive, which is, the chance it 
will afford me of keeping longer together an army upon which so much hinges. 
The rate of payment which you have recommended for the Bengal troops shall, 
if practicable, be adopted ; at present I understand that it is open to some objec- 
tions which, when regularly reported to me, I shall communicate to you at 
large. 

I shall take advantage of the authority given me of passing drafts upon 
vour Government for what money I may be able to obtain at the Presidency 
of Fort St. George, or any other place for military purposes ; but I think it 
necessary to inform you, lest by looking upon such a channel of acquiring 
resources as certain, you should suspend your present mode of sending supplies, 
that when I left Fort St. George, money for bills on Bengal was not to be had ; 
on the contrary individuals were desirous of procuring money for bills. This 
I think you may venture .to receive as a definitive proof of the improbability of 
my being able to command resources by that mode. The argument you hold out 
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of the inducement that ought to arise from the great security to their property 
in Bengal, is anticipated by the Gorernment of Madras taking up money upon 
bond. 

I am sorry to observe by your instructions to Colonel Pearse that you 
should have thought proper to direct that the accounts of his detachment 
shoxild be kept separate from those of all other corps belonging to the 
Bengal establishment, as I apprehend it must also have given rise to the creation 
of staff appointments, which, from their being fixed, must be the cause of keep- 
ing alive, in as far as their respective allowances may extend, that evil which 
you seem, by your expressions to me, so anxious to provide against unnecessary 
expense. Not having been furnished with any regular return of the detachment 
under Colonel Pearse, which I had on every account a right to expect, I cannot 
immediately point out the staff offices which will become superfluous on his 
joining my army. I shall, however, as soon as I have it in my power, make 
you acquainted with them, that you may not for want of that necessary informa- 
tion, burthen our employers with additional expenses, and which, from the present 
situation of their funds, they are so little able to support. 

The eighth paragraph of your instructions to Colonel Pearse is in sub- 
stance no less extraordinary than the orders it conveys, are unprecedented. I 
believe it is the first instance of the kind that can be found in any well regu- 
lated Government that an inferior officer expressly sent to act in conjunction 
with an army on field service of which his Commander-in- Chief is the imme- 
diate superior, should have vested in him an exclusive or permanent authority 
in whatever shape independent of, or without, his express approbation previously 
obtained. I must in justice to my own characters as a soldier, and in support of 
that right inseparable from the station I fill, declare such a proceeding as 
being highly injurious to both, and I humbly conceive assuming a privilege 
to yourselves in military detail which you cannot, on any good grounds, be vindi- 
cated in exerting. 

It was not my intention, gentlemen, but for the direct indignity offered to 
my authority by the nature of the instructions given to Colonel Pearse to have 
entered upon a discussion of this kind at such a conjunction as the present, 
sensible it could be in no respect useful towards remedying those calamities 
which impend the English interests in every quarter of the country. However, as 
the subject has been thus unavoidably brought upon the carpet, I should be 
unworthy of the trust reposed in me by my appointment both as Member of 
the Supreme Council and as Commander-in- Chief of the Company’s forces in 
India, did I not also take notice of some other matters nearly concerning my 
authority which have of late passed under your cognizance, but whereof no inti- 
mation has reached me except through indirect channels or through the 
medium of a public newspaper. 

1st . — I have been informed by the Select Committee of Madras, Port St. 
George, that a gentleman by name Mr. Dighton had arrived with credentials 
from your Board and from the Governor-General to the Nabob Walawjah for 
negotiating a treaty with the Dutch at Colombo or ‘Ceylon. And whereof the 
object appears to have been the acquisition of a military force, which, as Com- 
mander-in-Chief , I certainly ought to have been consulted on, or at least had the 
compliment paid me, of a communication distinct from the summary one which 
has reached in common with, and through the means of the Madras Government. 
But however necessary cr proper this was, I have been excluded from a know- 
ledge of every essential part of the business either as to its origin or the grounds 
and principles upon which it had been resolved to prosecute it. This gentleman 
is so gross and unmerited a neglect and when contrasted with the conduct of 
your government towards Brigadier- General Goddard (whose pretensions 
to a superior confidence cannot be brought in comparison); when it was 
resolved to make peace with the Mahrattas, and I may add on every occasion, 
that I cannot help experiencing as an indignity to both my person and station, 
and I must gratify the impulse of my feelings by adding, that it is an ill-return 
to those personal fatigues and anxieties which I now undergo in the cause of the 
Hon’ble East India Company and the nation, and which I had every reason, from 
th© solemn assurances pledged to me by each member of Government, to hope, 
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■would as far as rested witli them, rather been lessened than increased. I will 
only add in justice to myself on this subject, as far as the particulars have come 
to my knowledge, that I disapprove of the negotiation proposed with the Dutch 
as both impolitic and unconstitutional. 

2nd . — I have also been informed from Madras that 'Mr. Auriol, the Secre- 
tary to your Council, has been entrusted withj powers to the Portuguese at Goa 
having also for their object the acquisition of a military force. Of this I can 
safely aver I have no public intimation of any kind, though it was equally 
necessary to have been made known to me as the preceding. 

3rd and last . — The newspapers are replete with promotions and new 
arrangements in the military on the Bengal establishment of which I am, by 
appointment, the immediate Commander-in- Chief. I need not define how far 
my powers rendered a I'eference for my approbation, if not, my express sanction, 
necessary to such innovations ; nevertheless, they have been framed, approved, 
and executed without being thus qualified, are now in force without the least 
public report having beep' made me of them. I protest against the whole as 
irregular, unmilitary, and burthening the Hon’ble Company with an enormous 
additional expense, which I am clearly satisfied there was no necessity for in- 
curring, and much less at a time when the Company's funds can so ill-afford 
it. 

There is yet one more circumstance which appears to have attended these 
late military innovations and which of all others is the most immediately 
deserving of public notice. By the list of promotions,} as inserted in the news- 
papers, many of the officers who accompanied me from Bengal on the present 
service have not only been passed over in the common rotation of promotions, 
but have all, excepting one, been excluded in the distribution of commands to 
which their seniority gave them an undoubted right. I shall not, after what I 
have already said, of the indignities offered in other respects to my authority, 
enlarge upon the addition furnished by the above instance, although it is of all 
the most pointed .against myself, and an injury of that complexion to the 
officers who suffer by it, for which no excuse can be alleged, unless it may be 
said that, by being in a most dangerous and difficult war, the chance of returning 
to enjoy their right is against them. In short, gentlemen, JI see so little credit to 
be derived from acting in my capacity of Oommander-in- Chief in India, whilst 
its powers and privileges are liable to be wantonly arrogated by others, that 
I declare nothing but my attachment for the welfare of my nation, and the very 
critical situation of the English interests in India would delay me a moment 
in exonerating myself from a charge so irksome and "unthankful. Nor will 
I deny myself the satisfaction of committing, in this "place to record, that I 
ascribe the whole of these late encroachments upon the rights of my station to 
the Governor-General, as he now unites in his own person the whole powers of 
Government, and who, in his public character; I had a right to have expected 
far different treatment from. 

I have received letters from Brigadier-General Goddard informing me of 
the important fortress of Bassien having surrendered to our arms on the 11th 
December, on which event permit me to congratulate to you. General Goddard 
informs me in letters, dated the 18th and 28th December, that after the reduc- 
tion of Arnoll, a small fort situated upon an island in the entrance of the creek 
which forms the Island of Bassien, he would proceed with all the force he could 
collect to prosecute hostilities against the Mahrattas with all possible vigor, 
as being agreeable to the plan formed with the Government of Bombay for the 
operation of the campaign, and the only means by which a peace almost upon 
any terms could be e&cted, and measures adopted either in concert with, or 
exclusive of, the Poona Government to distrep the possessions of Hyder Ali. 
"What are the grounds upon which this resolution has been taken and its neces- 
sity e-vinced, it is impossible I should know without having seen their proceed- 
ings. Of this, however, I am certain, that' if to enable us to direct o"ur whole 
force against Hyder Ali it was necessary to make peace with the Mahrattas 
even upon their own terms, it would have been acceding to what I am fully 
convinced ought not to be put in competition with the risk which is now run 
by prosecuting the war ; and would in the present situation of our affairs whiqh 
is truly a desperate one, been a much better policy and in the end have termi- 
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nated more to the advantage of the Company and the nation than that which 
has been adopted, and which nothing but a succession of the most fortuitous 
circumstances can possibly bring to a happy conclusion. Oiir deliberation on the 
subject of peace with the Mahrattas gave a latitude for a cessation of hosti- 
lities ; but I do not find that any endeavours have been exerted to that end, 
which certainly, circumstanced as we are, was an object at least to have been 
pursued if we had failed in the attainment of it. 

I have frequently declared it to you, gentlemen, as my firm opinion that 
we are altogether unequal to the difficult and dangerous contention in which 
we are now engaged with all the powers of any consideration in India, and X 
must once more call upon you, in duty to your employers and to your country, 
to apply the least dangerous and least expensive means whereof a change may 
be speedily brought about in a system of policy so ruinous in itself, and so 
destructive to their interest. Our enemies have it in their power to protract 
the war to a length of time which we ought not to dare to look forward to, deficient 
as we must confess ourselves in those essential funds necessary to prosecute it. 
This is not a time to sacrifice the substance in pdrsuit of the shadow ; the 
affairs of the mother country in general are in too distracted a state, and those of 
our employers in particular in too much want of support, not to feel in the 
severest manner the already disappointment in their expected resources from 
this country, and which I can foresee they must sooner or later experience a 
total deprivation of, unless we alter our present plans, or are aided by such for- 
tunate accidents as are beyond the reach of human discernment to foretell. 

I shall now fulfill the promise given in the second paragraph of this letter) 
by giving you a summary account of the operations of my campaign. 

By my letter of the 16th January you are informed of my having come 
to the resolution of marching, which I did on the 17th. Reached Chingliput the 
19th which I visited and the same day crossed the Palar, where I halted tlie 
following day in order to refresh the draft and carriage cattle from the insuffi- 
ciency of which our marches were rendered tedious, and so much harassed 
both the cavalry and infantry employed in the rear guard, that they also stood 
equally in need of a resting day. In the course of this march considerable 
bodies of the enemys’ cavalry appeared on the right of our line and attempted 
now and then to annoy us with rockets, but did us no material injury, on the 
contrary were themselves sufferers ; what losses we sustained were owing totally 
to either the want or insufficiency of carriage. 

On the 20th I drew from Chingliput the two days* rice I had thrown in 
there by detachment from the Mount, At twelve o’clock that night I ordered 
a respectable detachment of sepoys with four guns and a howitz to march 
on before and to take possession of Oaringuley, where I had been informed 
there was a very weak garrison and a considerable quantity of grain which 
was certainly, in our situation, a very great object. The detachment arrived at 
Caringuley about break of day and carried the fort in a manner little known, 
and which did the highest honor to the bravery of both the officers and men 
who were employed on that service. I will not encroach upon your time by a 
tedious recital of the particulars, as I hope the Select Committee at Port St. 
George has already complied with my request of furnishing you with them, 
but content myself with simply acquainting you that they made their entrance 
into it good, by applying a twelve pounder to three separate gates and thereby 
bursting them open ; this they did under a very heavy fire of musketry from the 
. works of the fort and constant throwing of bricks and stones. The number of 
the garrison instead of being two or three hundred, as I had been informed, were 
upwards of seven hundred, and the quantity of grain (paddy) found by no means 
equal to what had been represented ; it, however, was enough to prove a seasonable 
supply. Our loss when the nature and danger of the action comes to be considered 
was not very considerable ; however, had I been better informed of the strength 
of the garrison I do not l)elieve I should have risked so much — but now that 
it is over I am not sorry it happened as it did, because of the favorable effect 
it must have produced both in the minds of our enemies and the inhabitants of 
the country. 

In order to repair the gateways and to make the necessary arrangement 
of the ganrison I left behind, I remained at Caringuley until the 23rd, when I 
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again marched and arrived at Vandewash on tbe 24th in the afternoon, and 
had the satisfaction to find that the enemy had rai^d the siege two days before : 
very large bodies of the enemy’s horse appeared to both the right and left of our 
line, and occasionally threw rockets but did us no material injury ; their princi- 
pal business was burning the villages and the grain the whole way we moved 
along. 

I remained at Vandewash until the 28th, and having supplied myself with four 
days’ rice I again marched taking the road to Vermaooil, the siege of which 
the enemy, on hearing of my approach, had also raised. When I proceeded 
about three miles, I received letters from the Select Committee informing me 
of a French fieet having appeared, and being then off Madras, consisting of seven 
ships of the line and three frigates. As I had every reason to apprehend they 
must have brought troops, and that they would land them and, united with the 
forces of Hyder, have laid siege to Madras, the security of which being the 
grand national object, I resolved to move towards its protection. I arrived at 
Caringuley in my return the 29th, where having received further advices from 
the Presidency that by every information that could be obtained the French 
fleet had no land forces on board, I resolved to take post at Caringuley and 
there wait further intelligence of both the Fleet and Hyder. Having been con- 
firmed both by accounts from Madras and Vermacoil that the French fieet had 
moved to Pondicherry and there anchored, and by hircarrahs that Hyder had 
not left Arcot, nor had any intentions of leaving it, I resolved at all risks to 
move to Pondicherry. I accordingly marched a second time from Caringuley on 
the 2nd February and arrived the 3rd at night at Vermacoil after two very 
f atiguing marches ; I marched again on the 4th at noon, halted that night about 
six miles to the southward of Vermacoil ; marched again on the 5th in the 
morning and arrived that day at noon on the Red Hills, where I encamped at 
an old encampment called Verembick possessing at the same time the village 
of Villenore, whereby I kept open the road to the southward. To this time I 
had been able to obtain no certain information whether there was any 
considerable force in Pondicherry, I resolved to send a party to endeavour to 
bring me intelligence. I accordingly sent a detachment from the cavalry that 
afternoon which returned at night and brought me accounts that they had met 
with no opposition, nor did there appear to be any force in the town ;■ this was 
confirmed to me by two Freneh gentlemen, who came out along with the party, 
and who acquainted me that the person who has kept possession of Pondicherry 
in the name of Hyder Ali had left it the day before my arrival. I took this 
opportunity of enquiring whether the fleet had any land forces on board, when 
I was told to the best of their knowledge they had not, but that there was a 
thousand or twelve hundred marines. At this time there being a very large 
body of the enemy both cavalry and infantry encamped a few miles in my rear 
with which a junction from the ships could easily have been effected, know- 
ing the support and spirit as well as the real strength which the landing of 
those marines, if but for two or three days, would give to the enemy, and being 
further acquainted that by the assistance of Masoola boats the fleet drew consider- 
able supplies of provisions from the shore and were taking in water, I resolved 
to destroy them, as I saw thereby not only a certainty of distressing the French 
fleet but by the obstacle it would prove to the landing of any troops, provide 
the better for our own security. Accordingly the following day, being the 6th, 
I sent in a considerable detachment under the co mm and of the field ofidcer of 
the day, who was Hieutenant-Colonel Owen, not only to destroy the boats but to 
render unserviceable all the artillery and other military stores he could find 
which could be in any shape useful either to the French or Hyder, likewise if 
possible procure and send me out some rice of which I had only enough for one 
day remaining in camp. The boats which on this occasion were burnt and 
destroyed were in number thirty- three, what remained being three or four were 
on boafd ; the ships* guns spiked and rendered unserviceable twenty-six, all 24 
and 18-pounders, five of which were mounted on good carriages which were 
burnt ; these transactions fully employed the detachment until tlie 7th of the 
morning. To my great mortification not a grain of rice or any other article 
of provision for the army could be procured. In the hope that by my^ personal 
presence something effectual might be done towards obtaining supplies, I ^ set 
out for FondicUery, the 7th» about 8 a.m., on horse-back, and I had but just 
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entered the bound hedge when I received a note express from camp informing 
me that Hyder with his whole army was in sight ; instantly upon the receipt of 
this intelligence I sent orders to the detachment in Pondicherry to ioin the 
army main body with all expedition and returned myself to camp. Upon recon- 
noitering the enemy, I perceived that it was as represented (although by the 
best intelligence I had been able to obtatn I had every reason to believe that 
Hyder with the main body of his army were still at Arcot), and observing that 
he was moving in great force to the southward with an intention no doubt of 
attacking Ouddalore, I immediately struck my encampment and took my route 
thither in order to cover it, and in the hope to obtain a supply of rice. As 
it would req^uire a considerable time before the line could be put in motion I 
detached a battalion of sepoys with some field pieces, and a small body of cavalry 
to secui’e the passage across the Ariancopang Piver; by the time that the rear 
guard of the army had passed that river it was night, and the enemy had got so 
much up with us as to bring four field pieces to play upon the right of our line of 
march from them, they kept up a very heavy cannonade. Portunately, however, 
by favor of the night their shot was so ill-directed that the greatest part either 
fell short or went over; some few, however, took effect, by which were killed one 
lieutenant of cavalry, two European matrosses and three natives and two 
horses ; wounded ten natives and one horse ; missing Europeans are — one sergeant, 
one bombardier ; natives — one naig and one drummer, one beastie, 16 privates, 
two horses, making in all killed, wounded and missing 27, and 4 horses. As 
their cannon injured us so little and as my object was to reach Ouddalore 
before them, I did not allow it much to impede my march and what few shot 
we fired, by the accounts of deserffers, killed and wounded many more than we 
lost, which, considering that they cannonaded us about three hours, were very 
few indeed. The quantity of ammunition which they expended that night must 
have been very considerable ; they threw rockets at every part of the line until 
we entered the bound hedge of this place. By means of the badness of the 
roads and the difficulty on that account of bringing up the baggage, the rear 
guard of the army did not come to their ground until 10 o’lock a.m. of the 8th. 
I arrived myself with the advanced guard about 7 in the morning. The 
first object of my enquiry on my arrival was for rice and paddy for the subsis- 
tence of the army of which I was mortified to find from Mr. Baniel, the Com- 
pany’s Acting Chief of the place, that he had not in store above three days’ 
expense, of which there was only rice enough for one day’s subsistence for the 
fighting men of the army. The alarming prospect", which this presented me 
with, produced feelings which are much easier to be imagined than described. 
I saw in the fall of this handful of men the destruction of the English interest 
in India. The enemy had pursued their march to the southward of this place, 
had completely occupied and strengthened all the roads leading to both the 
westward and southward and thereby not only cut off all my hopes of supplies 
from the Tanjore country, which, and a junction with some of the southern 
troops, were two of the motives that induced me to march south of Caringuley, 
but allowing that I could have got together rice enough to have made a move- 
ment which I found impossible rendered an attempt to march by that route 
very hazardous. The Erench fleet at Pondicherry totally destroyed my first plan 
of employ ; the Indiamen as store-ship for the use of the army ; no supplies 
therefore could come to me from the northward ; and those from the southward 
besides being prevented from the season, and the fear of the Erench fleet, were 
cut off by armed vessels belonging to Hyder at Porto Novo, and his army which 
was all around, totally destroyed every chance of drawing any supplies from 
the country. 

What to determine in a situation, so critical, so difficult, and in its conse- 
quences, so important,! confess was a question which I dreaded the decision 
of. However, having refreshe'd the troops with the little I had to give them, and 
in order to recover them from the fatigues of the late march, having allowed 
them to rest on the 9th, and hearing that the enemy had taken up ther encamp- 
ment at no great distance, and in a situation where I might act against them 
to advantage, I resolved to offer them battle ; and accordingly leaving behind 
me in the fort and under the walls of Ouddalore all the camp equipage and 
followers of the army, I marched on the lOth into the plain where I found the 
enemy seemingly prepared to receive me, but by the time I had formed the 
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line of battle and made the necessary arrangements for action, the enemy 
changed their position and moved to the southward in which they were favored 
by a river which lay betwixt the two armies, and which as it could not be 
approached with convenience, and having no provision in store to enable me to 
take any advantage of any favorable consequences which might have ensued 
from a pursuit, I had nothing left for it but to continue on the ground I had 
taken up, and to leave the option to the enemy of attacking me. On the 11th, 
in hope of drawing them to an action, I crossed the river that lay betwixt the 
two armies, with the greatest part of our cavalry, two battalion of seapoys with 
their guns, and attacked the rear of one of the wings of their encampment 
which consisted chiefly of horse ; they stood a few minutes’ cannonade and then 
retired in^ confusion, and thus frustrated my desire. I remained in order of 
battle until the 12th in the morning, when, finding that the enemy were not 
disposed to engage me, and that they had rather retired than approached and 
occupied strong posts, I returned to my former encampment lest by exposing 
the troops longer to the heats of the day and the heavy dews which fall by 
night many of them might get sick. This movement became also necessary, in 
order to have the assistance of the followers of the army to beat out the paddy, 
we could glean from the country, laying within the bounds, into rice. In order 
to obtain subsistence from day to day we were obliged to send parties over the 
country within the bound hedge to dig the ground for hoards of paddy which the 
inhabitants in time of trouble, like the present, are very apt to lay up as a 
security against want. By this means we obtained a little but which was very 
inadequate to our necessities, and had it not been for the spirited exertions of 
Mr. Daniel, the Acting Chief, who at all risks sacked the town to procure us a 
supply of grain, we must have been reduced to a state which foreboded the 
most fatal consequences. On the 12th at noon my anxieties were greatly alle- 
viated by seeing the French fleet get all under sail, and as they steered a course 
to clear the Bay, a prospect of procuring assistance from the northward was 
opened to me, and I lost not a moment in sending intelligence of it to 
Madras and to Sadras, where, knowing the distress I might be in, some rice vessels 
had previously been sent and which last I had the satisfaction of seeing come 
to an anchor in this road on the 17th at noon. By this time the inhabitants of 
the town were next to starving, some absolutely had died for want, and two 
days more would have completed the melancholly scene, as the troops also 
must then have been without a grain to eat. I had by the aid of Mr. Daniel 
made a small provision to have enabled me to act in this last extremity, and 
wliich was about three days’ rice I had with inconceivable labor got together. 
And with which at a hazard dictated by a regard for the public, an unwilling- 
ness to subject the credit of the British arms to a disgrace which from their 
situation appeared to be inevitable, and a desire, if possible, to extricate our 
affairs from the distress in which they are involved,, I determined to force my 
W’^ay at all risks into the Tanjore cormtry, as the only place with three days’ 
provisions 1 had the least chance of attaining and subsisting the army in. The 
same motives which dictated this daring undertaking, now our distress for pro- 
visions are greatly removed, induce me to continue in my station here, until I 
can reinforce the army by drafts from the southward, for which purpose I have 
sent some vessels to Nagore to receive on board as many seapoys from the 
Tanjore corps as can be embarked and landed here. The situation of the enemy’s 
army rendering it altogether impracticable to bring them by land, at any rate 
too dangerous for me in prudence to "think of it. My army originally small 
stands greatly in need of an augmentation, having been considerably weakened 
by the respectable garrison left in Garinguley, and by deaths, desertions and 
the other casualties incident to the military service. 

I need not take up your time with commenting on the conduct of the 
French Admiral, or describing the injuries we must have suffered, and the risk 
we must have run, if he had acted , with common spirit. I may with safety 
advance, that we are entirely indebted to his irresolute behaviour for the little 
security we now enjoy- on this*coast. He drew Hyder from Arcot with strong 
assurances of support, and when he came near, failed in the performance. 

If I can draw two thousand men from the southward, and can by any 
means procure some carriage cattle for provisions, an item, which I am equally 
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unprovided witli as when I left the Mount, notwithstanding all the endeavours 
I have used to get them, I shall venture to cope with the enemy, although my 
force even then will not he equal to one-twelfth of Hyder’s Army, the best 
appointed and best served, of any that has yet appeared amongst the native 
powers of India, and in which he has got about 600 Europeans. 

My future operations must be guided by the movements of the enemy ; it 
is therefore impossible for me to give you any idea of what they may be. This 
much, however, I think I may venture to tell you, that I do not believe he will 
engage Sne, but pursue the plan which he seems to have adopted, and which will 
answer his purpose much better, that of harassing me. 

I must not forget to mention another essential service my campaign has 
produced, the raising of the siege of Vellore when it was hard-pressed ; Amboor — 
had there only been five days’ more ammunition in it — would likewise from the 
same cause have been safe, but unfortunately, a want of that essential, obliged 
the garrison to capitulate. 

The enemy have plundered and burnt all the country and villages lying 
along the sea coast, from hence as low as and beyond Negapatam. By some 
reasons yet unknown to me, our troops to the southward have in general been 
very inactive. 

Hyder’s Army occupies the country from Trevide to Ohillambram being in 
a direct line upwards of 36 miles, and from the former place to Pondicherry it 
is possessed by large bodies of horse, so that in our present situation we are com- 
pletely surrounded. 

Having without reserve stated to you impartially every material circum- 
stance that has happened that can guide you to a perfect knowledge of what is 
our real situation, I shall not trouble you with the conclusions which I might 
myself draw therefrom, but leave it to yourselves to judge, whether when joined 
with the iusufaciency of your funds to support the expense of so unprofitable, 
a war, we ought not to seek for the speediest means of accommodation in one 
quarter or another. 

As none of the letters I have received from you acknowledge the arrival of 
my letters of the 7th and 16th of January, I herewith enclose you duplicates. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

EYRE COOTE. 


Camp Newtown, 
The 1st March 1781. 


Ordered, that the above letter lie for consideration. 


Extract from a letter from Lieutbnaut-Gbnehal Sib Eybb Cootb, dated 14tk March 1781. 

I enclose you the Agent’s report of the quantity of provisions which he can 
carry for the use of the army, viz., 12 days for the Europeans and one day for 
the seajpoys and followers. The insuflS.cieney of this for either corps to attempt 
any military service of importance in the present state of the country, and 
without magazines to have recourse to, is too self-evident to require any com- 
ment from me ; the draft bullocks too for the artillery are reported to me by 
the officers of the corps to be in general in so weak a condition from want of 
feeding, as hardly to be equal to draw the guns for one day’s mamh. 


Extract from a letter from Lietttenant-Gbnbeal Sib Eybb Cootb, dated 16th March 1781. 

I am now most cruelly situated, the enemy marching before me, and for 
want of carriage for provisions unable to follow them. I stated this to you fully 
in my letter of the 14th, by which you will learn that I can hardly carry one 
day’s provisions for the army. The uninformed world wHl be apt to condemn 
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tlie tardiness of my motions, and which., I am sorry to observe, knowing what I 
could do were I provided as I ought to have been, I feel as a severe blow to my 
honor and military character. However, I comfort myself in the reflection, 
that when the real state of things comes to be rnore generally known, I shall 
no longer be exposed to the unmerited blame, either from the public, or from 
individuals. 

My regard for the honor, interests, and welfare of the nation is such that 
I shall use every endeavor in my power to support our affairs. But without 
money, and without the means of carrying provisions, I see not what I can do 
to that end. 


Extract from a letter from liiBDTBNANT-GENEaAL Sie Eyke Coote, dated 22nd March 1781. 

The detachment under Captain Bilcleff fell in with the camp and surprised 
them, and but for the badness of the draft bullocks with the guns which delayed 
the detachment with General Munro, the surprise would have been complete, 
and they would have been hemmed in, so that very few of the number which 
were supposed to be about 1,500, could have escaped. They have, however, 
had some success, having taken about 30 horses, 40 bullocks, a camel loaded 
with rockets, and wounded and killed a great many of the enemy ; they have 
plundered the camp in which they found in proportion to the numbers great 
plenty of provisions, and all kind of bazaar articles which shows how well they 
are supplied. 

I leave you to judge, gentlemen, when on so trifling an occasion as this, an 
enterprise is, I may say, entirely defeated by the badness of the bullocks, what 
disappointments I may not experience from the same cause in more important 
transactions. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 21st May to 20th July 

1781. 


Secret Dept. Port "William, the 21st May 1781. 

Monday. At a Ooijncii. Pbbsekt : 

The Hon’ble Warreh Hastings, Qovernor - Oeneral , President . 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

Dibdtenant-Genbral Sib Eyre Coots, K.B., 
absent on command at the Presidency of Port St. 
George. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings. of the 7th instant. 

The Governor-General delivers in the following minute 

The Province of Oude having fallen into a state of great disorder and con- 
fusion, its resources being in an extraordinary manner diminished, and the 
Nabob Asoph-ul-Dowlah having earnestly entreated the presence of the Gov- 
ernor-General, and declared that, unless some effectual measures are taken for 
his relief, he must be under the necessity of leaving his country and coming 
down to Calcutta to represent his situation to this Government ; the Governor- 
General therefore proposes, with the concurrence of Mr. Wheler, to visit the 
Province of Oude as soon as the affairs of the Presidency will admit, in hopes 
that from a minute and personal observation of the cncumstances of that 
country, the system of management which has been adopted, and the character 
and conduct of the persons employed, he may possibly be able to concert and 
establish some plan by which the Province of Oude may in time be restored 
to its former state of affluence, good order, and prosperity. 

In remedying evils which have grown to so great a height, exertions 
will be required more powerful and immediate in their application than can be 
made through the delegated authority of the servants of the Company now in 
that Province. The undertaking is arduous and difficult, and the Governor- 
General is far from being sanguine in his expectations that even his endeavors 
will be attended with much success, as the time which he can spare will, he 
fears, be too short for accomplishing the end proposed. The object, however", 
is of importance, and the attempt at least deserves to be made. 

The present time affords the most favorable opportunity for the Governor- 
General’s visit : the ships of the season are all dispatched ; the business of the 
revenues are put into an easy channel and will not require much of the Board’s 
attention ; and nothing of any . consequence can happen after the setting in of 
the rains that can materially affect the tranquillity of the country or the general 
sy stern of politics j but what chiefly renders the present opportunity favorable 
is the mutual confidence which, after a period of so many years, is at length 
happily restored between the Members of this Administration, and which enables 
the Governor-General to leave Calcutta with the fullest reliance that the affairs 
of the Presidency under the charge of Mr. Wheler will suffer no detriment from 
his absence ; and he is thoroughly convinced that such a confidential communi- 
cation will subsist between them that the business in which he and Mr. Wheler 
may be respectively engaged will meet with the concurrence and approbation of 
both. 

It is hoped that the Governor-General’s visit to Oude will also afford him 
an opportunity of negotiating effectually with the Berar Government and 
fixing Moodajee Boosla to act decidingly and openly in our favor. Dewagur 
Pundit, his Minister, who has long dictated the polities at the Court at Nagpore, 
has often professed an intention of meeting the Governor-General to consult 
measures with him for the mutual benefit and safety of the Bengal and Berar 
Governments ; but whilst nothing is done to fix his intentions to a particular 
period and place, they might be postponed, from time to time, and never carried 
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into execution. When he is informed of the Governor-General’s design of pro- 
ceeding to Oude, and that one of the objects^ of his journey is to give him a 
meeting at Benares, it is probable that he will surmount those obstacles and 
difficulties which have hitherto retarded, and might ^ otherwise still continue 
to retard him, from carrying his intentions into execution. 

The Governor- General thinks that about the 15th of July he will be ready 
to leave the Presidency. 

The Slst May 1781. 


Mr. Wheleb, — The Governor-General’s representation of the present state 
of the Province of Oude I believe to be but too well founded, and am convinced 
that it will require his utmost abilities and powers, applied and exercised on 
the spot, to restore it to its former good state and affluence. 

I admit the force of the Governor-General’s arguments proving the present 
season to be the most favorable for his leaving the Presidency, and the more 
readily agree to them from the opportunity it will afford of negotiating effec- 
tually with the Berar Government. But notwithstanding the greatness of the 
objects which may, and I trust, will be attained by the proposed expedition, I 
am persuaded that nothing but the harmony and good understanding which, 
at this time, prevails in the Council, could induce the Governor- General to with- 
draw his attention from the affairs of the Presidency at a crisis like the 
present, and unless convinced that I was so fortunate as to possess his entire 
confidence, and that I might rely upon receiving his support and sanction to 
the measures which I might deem proper to pursue in his absence, I should 
at this time accept with reluctance of so weighty a charge. Por although 
it may not be difficult to provide for the usual occurrences of this Government, 
yet such others may during his absence intervene and demand immediate deci- 
sions as are not within the reach of human foresight, and in such instances I 
should not be able to exert myself under the influence of distrust or restraint. 
The Governor-General finds himself under the disagreeable necessity of reviv- 
ing the subject of Mr. Bristow’s appointment of Besident at the Court of the 
Nabob of Oude and of moving that he may be recalled. His general reasons 
for this motion have been recorded very fully in various parts of the consulta- 
tions, and particularly in those of the 2nd and 8rd October and 14th January 
last; to these a recent motive is added in the necessity of removing every cir- 
cumstance which may contribute to lessen his influence on the effect of any 
negotiations in which he may be engaged in the prosecution of Ids intended 
visit to liuoknow, and in the accompanying letters just received from the Nabob 
Vizier to the Governor- General, and to his Minister, Baja Govind Bam. 


Agreed to tlie Governor-General’s motion and ordered accordingly. 


Prom the Nabob Vizibe, to the Governor-General. 

Received 20th May. 

I have frequently written to you that I cannot submit to the authority of 
two gentlemen, and desiring that you would recall Mr. John Bristow and engage 
by writing to continue Mr. Middleton for ever with me, because from the 
beginning to this time, I have never deviated from the friendship of the Com- 
pany and you. I have been for a long time hopeful, that from the increased 
friendship, I shall be in peace and relieved from all difficulties ; and particularly 
at this time when, agreeably to my wishes, you have, by the blessing of God, the 
power. Tou have frequently promised in reply to my request, that you would 
send for me, but as yet you have never done it. The particulars of Mr. Bristow 
are as follows : — He openly and publicly declares, that he is in expectation of 
orders from Europe giving him entire authority over the affairs of this quarter, 
and that he has such connection and interest with the gentlemen in Europe that 
orders for his authority will most certainly be sent, and that he will not give 
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up the post for 10, 15 or 20 years; that he now remains silent hut at last will 
receive full powers and will then call- me to an account for my behaviour to 
nim. These expressions, there can be no doubt of, as they are publicly spoken. 
As such declarations and threats made use of hy him are an insult to you and 
an injury to the administration of affairs here, I am therefore certain that you 
wm not consent to my suffering such distress. Por God’s sake he not unfavor- 
able in this matter, but recall Mr. John Bristow from hence and grant me a 
written agreement specifying that Mr. Middleton shall he continued for ever 
with me; and to prevent his applying to Europe, send me, if you think proper, 
letters which I may write to the King, the Viziers and the Chiefs 
of the Company, and do you also write. Erom your favor and kindness let this 
he done without delay. 

(A true translation.) 

EDLESS. 


To the Nabob Vizibr, written 21st May 1781. 

I have received your two letters, the one advising me to quit Calcutta 
during the present unhealthy state of it, which has caused the death of many 
persons, and the other acquainting me that you cannot submit to the orders of 
two gentlemen, and desiring that I will recall Mr. Bristow, who publicly declares, 
that he is in expectation of orders from Europe giving him the sole authority 
in this country, &o., &c., with many other particulars which I fully understand, > 
and which gave me great pleasure. 

In obedience of orders from the Court of Eirectors, as at that time there 
was a different object .and system, Mr. Bristow was sent to your presence, and 
his continuing with you was thought the same thing as if I was there ; and 
although you frequently wrote to me requesting his removal, and I knew it 
could easily he done, yet I would not do it. At this time, however, that you have 
written to Baja Govind Bam that any delay in his recall will be attended with 
disgrace, and as you have written to me fully in the same words, I therefore 
(to shew that nothing is further from my wish than your dishonour) imme- 
diately on the receipt of your letter sent to Mr. Bristow to return to Calcutta. 

It is nearly three years since Baja Govind Bam, who is a faithful servant 
of your Government, has been desirous of effecting an interview between Your 
Highness and myself, and you yourself have repeatedly written to me, that if 
I have no leisure you will come to this quarter, and this you likewise mentioned 
in your handwriting in a letter from the Nabob Moneer-ud-Eowlah which was 
delivered to me by Mr. Vansittart. As I consider that this would be putting 
Your Highness to great inconvenience, and as I myself had no leisure from the 
weight of public affairs, I promised you, that as soon as I could find the smallest 
opportunity, I would have the honor of an interview with Your Highness, At 
this time that you mention in your letter to the Baja, that you will come to 
Calcutta in person, without the knowledge or permission of any one, in order to 
prevent you from taking that trouble, I have resolved, now that I have a little 
leisure, to go to your quarter ; but as it will require one month for preparations, 

I shall be detained for a little time, after which, by the blessing of God, I 
shall leave this place, and arriving with you shall, by the blessing of God, have 
an interview with Your Highness which is the greatest wish of my heart, but 
I request that you will never take the trouble of coming. 

I have already, agreeable to your first directions, dismissed Bahar Ali 
Khan, the particulars of which you will learn from Baja Govind Bam. 

(A true copy.) 

EDEESS. 


Copy of a letter from the Nabob Vizibr, to Raja Govikd Rast. 

I have frequently written to the Nabob Amand-ud-Dowlah about the recal 
of Mr. John Bristow, and the Nabob promised be would soon do it, but to this 
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time he has nqt had an opportunity of doing it ; in the meantime Mr. Bristow 
resides here and has come twice to pay a visit, but I have not yet returned 
it, nor will I retxum it. He is now expecting orders from Europe, which, he 
says, will give him sole and entire authority. Represent this to the Nabob in 
private ; by the blessing of God, you are well and acquainted with all matters ; 
this long delay after Mr. Bristow has been told that he will he recalled to 
Calcutta is a disgrace on both sides. I imagine that the Nabob is acting pru- 
dently, so as to prevent Mr. Bristow’s attempts for reaching Europe, otherwise 
how could the orders from Calcutta have been so delayed. By the blessing of 
God, the Nabob, conformable to the wishes of his friends, has got the power; it 
is therefore necessary for him to attend the concerns of his friends to recall 
Mr. Bristow from hence, and to grant a summons in the nature of an engage- 
ment to Mr. Middleton to remain here for ever. If it is proper, I will write to 
the King, the Vizier and the Chiefs of the Company, in such manner as he 
shall direct, and in the words he shall order, that Mr, Bristow’s views may be 
thwarted there. A long time has passed in anxious expectation ; let him now 
be favorable to me and recall Mr. Bristow without delay ; should any further 
delay happen in this matter, or no answer be returned to my letters being 
remediless, I will, without the permission or knowledge of the Nabob, leave this 
place, and go to the Nabob’s presence. Why is Bahar Ali Khan still in that 
quarter? Do you mention it to the Nabob and procure his dismission from 
thence, that he may come to Eaizabad, and let the Nabob write to my mother, 
that when he comes in person to this quarter, he will do whatever the nature 
of affairs shall require. 


(A true translation.) 

EDEESS. 


Secret Dept. Eort William, the 3rd July 1781. 

Tuesday. At a Goto oil. Present ; 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General^ President : 

Edward Wheder, Esq., 

Eibtjtbn ANT- General Sir Eyre Coote, absent on 
service at Eort St. George. 

Kead and approved the Proceedings of yesterday. 

The Governor-General lays before the Board the following letter, this instant received from 
Captaik Parr, Commander of His Majesty’s Sloop the Chaser, by the hands of the 
Pui’ser of that Ship, by whom he learns that the Company’s Packet Swallow was met 

. by the squadron under Sib Edward Hughes on the 20th June, a few miles' to the 
southward of Madras, having on board George Lord Macartney, appointed to the 
Government of Eort St. George, and a packet for this Presidency. 

Sir, — I take the earliest opportunity of acquainting you of my leaving Sir 
Captain Parr, to the Governor-Gen- Edward Hughes, On the 24th of last month, in com- 
othi, the 2 nd July. pany and under the command of Captain Mitchell 

in the Coventry Frigate, from wHch ship I was separated in a gale of wind on 
the evening of the 28th, a little to the no’ward of the False Point off Palmyras, 
since which I have not heard the least account of her. 

I know there was on board her dispatches of consequence to you, and I 
am certain they must contain accounts of a war with the States of Holland, 
myself having orders to make reprisals on the Dutch ; in consequence of which 
I have taken four of their pilot sloops and crave your assistance in disposing of 
the pilots, masters, boatmasters and men, the whole thirty in number. 

Tliis I send by the post from Culpee and a duplicate by the Purser of this 
ship, who will give you some intelligence that is better not trusted here; and he 
wul be with you ‘nearly as soon as this. 
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. ^ Iiope soon to reacb. Calcnttaj wben I "will tales tbe first opportunity of 
paying my respects to you. 


I am, &o. 

THOMAS PAHH. 


The Governor-General also lays before the Board the following copy of Captain PAnn’s in- 
structions from Sm Edward Hughes. 

By SIB, BDWABD HUGHES, Kniglit of the 
Bath, Bear- Admiral of the Bed, &c., &o. 


His Majesty having been pleased to order in Council that general reprisals 

Captain Parr’s instructions. J ® granted against the shi^, goods and subjects of 

tne States Greneral of tne United Provinces, so tliat 
His Majesty’s ships shall and may lawfully seize all ships, vessels, and goods 
belonging to the States General of the United Provinces or their subjects, or 
others inhabiting -within any of the territories of the aforesaid States General, 
and^ bring the same to judgment in any of the Courts of A dmir alty -within His 
Majesty’s dominions. 

^ Y ou are therefore hereby required and directed to carry into execution His 
Majesty’s said order with the utmost of your power by taking or destroying the 
ships, vessels, forts, towns, goods, and effects of the States General of the United 
Provinces, their subjects or others inhabiting within any of the territories of the 
aforesaid States General, and to bring the same to judgment in any of the Courts 
of Admiralty within TTis Majesty’s dominions. 

Hated on Board His Majesty’s Ship Superb, at sea, the 22nd J-une 1781. 

EHWABD HUGHES. 

To Captain Thomas Parr, 

of HLs Majesty’s Sloop Chaser. 

By command of the Admiral. 

ABTHUB CUTHBEBT. 


Although the dispatches which are' said to have been sent by the Coventry 
are not arrived yet, as the information contained in Captain Parr’s letter, and 
the example of hostilities actually committed in this port by His Majesty’s 
officers are a full and suj0S.oient authority to this Government for considering 
the war between Great Britain and the States of Holland as ascertained and 
declared, although not in the usual terms and forms ; it is therefore the 
opinion of the Board that not an instant of time ought to he lost iu carrying 
into execution the measures consequent of this information. 


The Board agree on the folio-wing resolutions— 

That orders he immediately issued, through the Secretary, to the Officer 
Commanding at Ohandernagore to proceed directly with the force under his 
command to Ohinsurah, to secure all the avenues to the to-wn, both by land 
and by water, suffering none of the inhabitants to leave the place, nor any 
money, bullion, or other effects to pass. Having done this, to^ march with a 
party to the fort, and to demand of Mr. Boss, the Governor, the immediate sur- 
render of it, together with the town and inhabitants ; and that when he shall 
have received the keys of the fort, he do put the Commissaries, who shall he 
appointed for that purpose, in immediate possession thereof as well as of the 
town. 
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The Board cannot suppose that the Governor of Chinsurah will be so im- 
pudent as to refuse obedience to this .summons, having no force to enable him 
to offer any degree of resistance with effect, but if he should, that the oflhcer 
commanding the detachment be directed to charge him with the responsibility 
of all the blood that may be unnecessarily spilt in consequence of such refusal, 
and to use his utmost endeavours with the forces under his command to take 
possession of the fort and town and of the effects both public and private, and 
that he be directed to treat the inhabitants with every degree of tenderness, 
suffering no further violence to be offered than to carry these orders into 
execution. 

Besolved that Messrs. Purling, Heatly, Adair and Eamies be appointed 
Commissaries on the part of this Government at Chinsurah ; that the Secretary 
transmit them copy of the orders which have been issued to Captain Ohatfield, 
Commanding Of6.cer at Ghandernagore, and direct them to receive charge from 
him of the Port and Town of Chinsurah, and issue instructions to them to the 
following effect — 

That they, in the first instance, take a particular account of the money and 
bullion in the Dutch Company’s Treasury, that they afterwards proceed to the 
different warehouses, taking an inventory of the effects in each, and in order 
to accomplish this, that they require from the present Governor, Mr. Ross, 
particular accounts of the money, bullion, goods, &c., belonging to the Dutch 
Company, and the assistance of their servants in their separate departments. 

That they likewise demand from Mr. Ross on account of the advances 
which have been made by the Dutch for the provision of their Company’s in- 
vestment, what goods have been received, and what are yet to be delivered. 

That they use every endeavours in their power, in concert with Captain 
Chatfield, to secure all the principal native servants of the Dutch and their 
accounts. 

That they do allow the parole agreeably to the annexed form to all the 
European inhabitants of a superior order, and keep the rest in close custody ; 
and that they be authorized to appoint whatever Assistants they may think 
necessary to enable them to execute the trust reposed in them. 

Form of the Farole. 

The Dutch Pactory at * * * * with its stores, effects, and merchan- 

dises both public and private belonging thereto or contained in it having sur- 
rendered to the arms of the Hon’ble the English East India Company in conse- 
quence of summons to that effect by .... under the orders of . 

. . . and it having been granted that such of the inhabitants of the United 

States who shall give their parole of honor to demean themselves according to 
such orders as shall be enjoined them may remain in possession of their 

houses until further orders, I of the said Eactory do hereby give 

my parole of honor neither directly or indirectly to do anything which may 
give offence, or do barm, to the said Hon’ble Company, or to the British Nation. 
I promise to be nowise concerned in, or be consenting to, the forcible or cland- 
estine removal, diminution, or spoiling of any of the abovementioned stores, 
effects, or merchandizes but will give immediate notice thereof to ... . 

Moreover I promise to surrender myself prisoner of war at .... . 

whenever I shall be summoned, and till then to obey these and all other orders 
as shall be enjoined me by the Hon’ble the Governor- General and Council at 
Calcutta, to whom I hereby give this my parole of honor. 

In presence of 

These terms were granted and these restrictions enjoined by the Hon’ble 
the Governoi'-General and Council at Calcutta and so to continue until further 
orders. 

A. B., &c. 


Resolved that immediate possession he taken of all the Dutch Factories in these Provinces, 
and that, in order to carry this resolution into execution, the following circular letter he 
written to the commanding officer at the difEerent stations of the Army adjoining to them. 

Sir, — ^Tou are hereby commanded immediately upon receipt of this letter 
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Circular letter to commanding ofi- to Send a military force to demand the immediate 

„ surrender of the Dutch Factory at 

with aU stores, and other effects both publie and private, which having done, 
you will deliver the same over to the charge of My 

^ In case of refusal to deliver up the Factory, &o,, as demanded, you will 
i mm ediately take possession by force. 


Agreed that the following circular letter be written to the Committee of Eevenue, to the Chiefs 
at Patna, Dacca and Moorshedabad, and to the Eesident at Balasore. 

Orders having been issued to the commanding officer at 

Circular letter to the Committee of to send a military force to the Dutch Factory at 
Revenue, &c. ... to demand the immediate surrender thereof 

with all the stores and other effects both public and private belonging to the 
Dutch and to deliver the same to you. 

You will therefore take inventories of all the money, bullion, and effects 
which may be found therein, taking proper, care to preserve them untouch- 
ed and forward the same to the Commissaries at Ohinsurah, Messrs. Purling, 
Heatly, Adair and Ramies, with whom you will correspond, following such 
instructions as they may think necessary to send you for your future guidance. 

You will allow the parole agreeable to the accompanying form to all the 
European inhabitants of the place of a superior order, and keep the rest in close 
custody. 


The Governor-General delivers in the following minute ■ 


In my minute which I laid before the Board on the 21st May I expressed 
_ - . the satisfaction with which I conld at this juncture 

leave the Presidency from the mutnal confidence 
which was happily established between Mr. Wheler and me. I now readily 
repeat that sentiment, and observe with pleasujre that Mr. Wheler confirms it. 
Before my departure it is probable that we shall in concert have; provided at 
the Board for almost every important circumstance that can eventually happen 
during my absence. But if any should occur, for which no previous provision 
shall have been made in the Resolutions of the Board, Mr. Wheler may act 
with immediate decision, and with the fullest confidence of my support. In all 
such emergencies, as well as in conducting the ordinary business of the Presi- 
dency, and in general in all matters of this Government, excepting those which 
may specially or generally he entrusted to me, Mr. Wheler, during my absence, 
may consider himself as possessed of the full powers of the Governor- General 
and Council of this Government, as in effect, he is by the constitution, and he 
may be assured that if sanction and concurrence shall he or be deemed necessary 
to the oonfixmation of his measure, he shall receive them. 


Resolved that the following credentials be given to the Governor-General 


Whereas it has been resolved that the Governor- General shall proceed to 
,, „ . j , Benares and to Lucknow for the purpose of obtain- 

Governov-Geuerai s credeuUais. interview with the Nabob Vizier ahd Dewa- 

gur Pundit, the Dewan of the Raja of Berar, and for the other consequent 
purposes which are expressed in the minute of the Board passed to this effect 
on the 21st May last, and whereas besides the said purposes others may occur 
which may require the immediate presence of the Governor-General with an 
effective and complete authority for their execution, it is hereby resolved that 
the Governor- General shall he and is invested with full power, and authority 
to form such arrangements with the Raja of Benares, for the better govern- 
ment of his zemidary, and to perform such acts for the improvement of the 
interest which the Hon’ble Company possesses in it^ as he shall think fit, and 
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consonant to tlie mutual relation and actual engagement sul)sisting between 
the Company and the Baja. To assist the Nabob Vizier in forming such regu- 
lations as may be necessary for the peace and order of his Government, the 
improvement of his revenue, and the adjustment of the mutual concerns sub- 
sisting between him and the Company, with such authority to enforce the same 
as the Governor-General and Council might or could exercise, occasions in 
which they would be warranted to exercise the same by the claims which the 
Hon’ble Company hold, or may have, on the revenues of the dominions of the 
Rflid Nabob. And to form and conclude such several engagements or treaties 
with the Nabob Vizier, the Government of Berar, and with any other of the 
Chiefs or powers of Indostan as he shall judge expedient and necessary, whether 
for the termination or more effectual prosecution of the war with the Mahratta 
State, or the advancement of the interests of the Hon’ble Company, or for the 
strict and permanent establishment and confirmation of the alliances which 
do at present subsist, or which he shall judge it necessary to form with the 
said Chiefs and powers respectively, and it is hereby declared that all such acts, 
and all such engagements or treaties made as aforesaid, shall be binding on the 
Governor- General and Council in the same manner and as effectually as if 
they had been passed and done by the special and immediate concurrence and 
actual sanction of the Governor-General and Council in Council assembled. 

Given in Fort "William under the Seal of the Hon’ble Company and under 
the hands of the Governor-General and Council this third day of July in the 
year of Our Xiord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one. 


The time approaching for the Governor-General’s departure, the Board think it necessary 
to communicate the following resolutions to the Commander-in- Chief, to be published in 
General Orders 

The- Governor- General intending to visit the dominions of the Nabob 
Vizier, it is therefore ordered that all such orders as he shall from this time 
think it proper to issue to the troops stationed beyond the Provinces as well in 
the dominions of the Nabob Vizier as those which are situated beyond them, 
shall be obeyed, and that his single authority shall be considered and received 
as of the same force as that of the Governor-General and Council collectively, 
until this order shall be revoked. 

Agreed and ordered that the military power vested in the Hon’ble Warren 
Hastings as Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Garrison and Portress of 
Port William and Town of Calcutta be exercised by Pdward Wheler, Es<juire, 
during the absence of the Hon’ble the Governor- General. 


Bicsolved that tbe following circular letter be written to Colonel James Morgan, &e. 

Sm, — The Governor-General intending to visit the dominions of the Nabob 
Vizier, we therefore direct you to obey aU such orders and instructions as he 
may from this time think proper to issue to you, and to the troops under your 
command in his own name, and in all respects to consider his single authority 
as of the same force, until this order shall be revoked, as that of the Governor- 
General and Council collectively. 


We are, &o. 


The same order to be written to Colonel Muir, Colonel Cummings, and 
Major Popham ; and the same, with the exception of the words and to the 
troops under your command” to Mr. Middleton, Mr. Thee and Mr. Markham, 


Ordered that the Secretary do immediately prepare the above papers, but 
that they be not issued until the Governor-General shall have taken leave of 
the Board. , 
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The Governor-General reports to the Board that he has made every prepara- 
departure, and has no impediment to his setting off immediately, 
but the necessity of waiting for the Swalloto*8 dispatches. 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 6tli July 1781. 

Priday. a CottnciIj, present : 

The Son bee Warren Sastings, G-oveTifior- General^ Pt'esideni. 

Edward Wheier, Esq. 

Dietjtenant-Generae Sir Exre Coote, absent on 
service at Port St. George. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 3rd instant. 

The Board having long sensibly experienced the great inconvenience which 
has attended their political transactions from the want of a punctual and con- 
nected intercourse with the other Presidencies, and having lately in part sup- 
plied that defect by the appointment of Mr. Bichard Sulivan to be their 
Resident at Fort St. George, they deem it highly proper and necessary that a 
similar appointment, comprehending the whole political state of the Presidency 
of Bombay, should be made for that Presidency. It is therefore resolved that 
Mr. James Lucy Dighton be appointad Resident on the part of this Govern- 
ment with the President and Select Committee of Bombay, for the purpose of 
transmitting such information as shall be furnished him by that Presidency 
of the political state and events which have a I’elation to it. 


Resolved that the following letter be written to Bombay • 

Gentlemen, — Having long and sensibly experienced the great inconveni- 
ence that has attended our political transactions from the want of a punctual 
and connected intercourse with the other Presidencies, and having lately in 
part supplied this defect by appointing a Resident at Port St George, we deem 
it also necessary that a similar appointment should take place at Bombay. We 
have therefore thought proper to nominate Mr. J. Eucy Dighton to be the 
Resident of this Government with you for the purpose of transmitting to us 
such information and intelligence as it may be material for us to know of all 
political matters and events which have a relation to your Presidency or to the 
Company’s interests in general. 

We therefore desii’e that you will be pleased to cause him to be furnished 
with the progressive detail of your political transactions, the state of your 
revenues, and in general, information of all other matters, the knowledge of 
w^hich may be of use to as in our correspondence with your Governjnent, and 
which may the better enable us to co-operate witli you for the advancement ,of 
our common interest. 

We are, &c.. 

Governor- General and Council. 


Agreed that Mr. Dighton be allowed for this duty the usual salary granted 
to persons employed on such commissions, viz. : — 


liieutenant-ColoneBs pay and double batta 
Fixed salary , . • 

Contingencies . . . 


Sonat 


1,488 

1,000 

600 

2,988 
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to comniGiice from tliis day, that in the meantime he he ^permitted to have 
access, under the Oath of Secrecy prescribed, to the Consultations in tins Depart- 
ment, for the purpose of qualifying himself the better to discharge the toust 
reposed in him l)y a knowledge of the past transactions and events of the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay and of the military operations in that quarter, until the 
season arrives for his proceeding to his station. 

As the whole weight of the internal business of this Government and the 
corresponding with the other Presidencies will devolve on Mr. Wheler on the 
departure of the Governor- General, it is agreed that he be permitted to appoint 
a Private Seoretai'y the better to enable him to discharge these duties, with a 
salary of 1,600 rupees per month, to commence from this day. 


Secret Dept. Port ‘William, the 20th July 1781. 

Priday. Ax A CooNOiii, pkesent : 

Edward Whedbr, Esq. 

The Hon’bde the Governor-General, absent on a visit to 
the Northern Provinces. 

Libittenant-General Sir Etre Coote^ absent on service at 
Port St. George. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings of the ICtK instant. 


Received the following letter and enclosure from the Governor-General 

To Edward Wheler, Esq. 

On the river beyond Moorshedabad- 

Sir, — I arrived at Moorshedabad on the morning of the 10th and left it 

Governor-General, 14 th July. yesterday moming to jiroceed on my iourncy. 

In frequent conversation with the Nabob I pressingly recommended to 
him a strict attention to frugality and economy in the regulation of his 
expenses, and left with him a plan in writing for that purpose, being the subs- 
tance of the advice which 1 had verbally offered to him. A copy of this is 
enclosed. He gave me the most solemn assurances, and with great apparent 
sincerity, that he would invariably adhere to it, and as his interest is concerned 
in it, of which he is not insensible, I have no doubt of his maintaining that 
resolution. At all events the presence and authority of the Hesidept, on whose 
vigilance I can implicitly rely, will prevent any material deviation from it. 
But in effect I do not apprehend that he will stand in need of a controul, .as 
his disposition is gentle and as susceptible of good impressions as it has been 
unfortunately too much exposed to bad. I should be sorry that a suggestion 
of his want of proper discernment in the choice of bis confidants and associates 
should appear even in our Secret .records, if I had not a very firm persuasion 
that his future conduct will redeeem his credit in that particular. His own 
words will be the best voucher for this belief. When I told him what had 
been reported to me upon this subject, he acknowledged the charge, but attri- 
buted it to the necessity of his situation, alleging that while the power and 
wealth of the Nizamut were in the hands of another, those persons whom he 
might have chosen as his fittest companions were either drawn from him by 
their interests, or were fearful of giving offence by seeming to pay their court 
in any degree to him. The observation was certainly true, for the conclusion 
IS m itself unavoidable. 

I have dwelt on these minute particulars more than they may appear to 
deserve, because I have ever been of opinion' that our' national credit ^ con- 
cerned in the character which the Nabob may obtain in the public opinion, 
and have for-that reason endeavored to place him in such a state as might con- 
tribute to his improvement, whenever I have had it in my power. 
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at least, for contracting debts, of which his servants will not fail to avaif theS^ 

repaid tot ott 

tiorof LfsCeTofany otier^X^certafn 


I have the honour to be, &o., 
WARREN HASTINGS. 


He ads of instructions from the Governor- General to the Nabob Mobaeuck-tjl- Dowlah 
respecting his conduct in the management of his affairs. ’ 


f 4 .U A ® pleased to direct your mutseddies to form an account 

expenses, such as servants’ wages in the 
different departments, pensions, and other allowances, as well as of the esti- 
mated amount of variable expenses to be delivered to Sir John D’Ovlv for mv 
inspection. I have given such orders to Sir John D’Oyly as wiU enable him to 
propose to you such reductions of the pensions and other allowances and such 

a distribution of the valuable expenses as shall be proportionable to the total 

sum of your monthly income, and I must request that you will conform to it. 


X,. ^ ^®ard that you have contracted heavy debts, and I know 

that such debts always exceed their just amount. I request that you will cause 
an account of them to be made out and delivered to Sir John D’Oyly, that a 
settlement may be made of them, and a plan for their discharge by equal 
and easy kists according to such rules as I have prescribed to him and he 
will impart to you. This is absolutely necessary for your dignity, credit, and 
future ease; it is not fitting that a person in your high station should be impor- 
tuned with the demands of your creditors, or the people hear their clamors 
whenever you appear in public. 

3rd . — Your monthly income is 1,33,333-6-6-3; let the sum of fil,16,000 be 
appropriated to your monthly expenses in the manner proposed by the Ist 
Article, and the remainder, being 17,333-6-6-3 per month, set apart for the 
payment of your debts. 


dth . — You must promise me solemnly, that you will not contract any new 
debts, but to avoid the necessity of it, that you will co nfin e each month’s expenses 
to the sum assigned for them in the manner which I have proposed in the 
1st Article, and that no artifices may be made use of, by any of your servants, to 
involve you in new debts contracted without your knowledge, anrl under false 
pretences. I advise that you cause a proclamation to be made, that it is your 
intention and resolution that no debts of whatever nature shall be contracted 
in your name, and that if any of your servants shall contract debts under that 
pretence, it is false, and you will not be answerable for them. If you have 
interested people about you, they will represent that this is contrary to your 
dignity, because it is contrary to their interest ; but you must credit me who 
have your dignity more at heart than they can have, and can have no interest 
in giving you this advice : it is the only means of preserving your dignity. 


6th . — It is my earnest advice and recommendation that you make no pre- 
sents but the necessary distributions to your own family, especially of cloths 
and other articles, because this expense will greatly eat into your income, and 
by the profits of their purchase, and their disproportionate value to the receivers, 
they will prove in every instance a loss to you of BIO to one rupee profit which 
they will actually yield to those on whom you may bestow them. The presents 
which custom has rendered necessary, such as kellauts and jewels, should be 
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given according to the settled rules and forms, of -which the proper ofldcers 
should advise you, and be answerable that they are according to such rules 
and forms : observe this rule rigidly, and you will find your income much more 
equal to your necessary disbursements. 

6th . — ^The benevolence of your nature and the desire which you have to 
shew civility to gentlemen of the English nation may induce you to admit too 
many of them indiscriminately to your presence, which is hurtful to your dig- 
nity and is besides the cause of expense ; it also lessens the credit of those 
distinctions which may be due to persons who are most entitled to them. I 
therefore request that you will not admit any English gentleman to your pre- 
sence, who may not have some pretence to that honour, from his rank or office 
in service. On such occasions therefore you will consult Sir J ohn D’Oyly, who 
is the competent judge, and will be responsible that no improper persons are 
introduced to you, and you must forbid any person of that nation to be intro- 
duced to your presence without his introduction. 

7th . — It gave me great concern to see the damaged state of your Killah— 
a small expense with economy, and a proper attention to it, will serve to give 
it all the necessary repairs, but if the execution of these repairs be entrusted 
to the persons usually employed in making them without any controul, they 
will cost you lacks. They will be done improperly, perhaps not at all ; even in 
the former case new repairs will be required in a few months after the first are 
finished. Let a fixed sum be appropriated monthly to this expense according 
to a plan which will be delivered to you by Sir John D’Oyly, and in this way a 
very small sum will be sufficient. The effect will be soon visible to yourself. 

8th . — ^You are now arrived at that time of life in which the eyes of all . 
men will he upon you, and at which their observations upon your behavior will 
constitute your character with the world. The first judgment formed of the 
character of a man in high rank is from his company, and nothing lessens his 
character so much as the society of mean persons. Let the services and atten- 
tion of faithful and old servants be distinguished and rewarded, but let them 
be treated as servants. If you raise mean men to be your companions you 
lessen yourself proportionably to their level. Choose your companions among 
men of family, even in preference to others who may appear to you to possess, 
or who may really possess, greater -virtue or accomplishments. I have fre- 
quently heard the names of some persons both of bad character and base origin 
who have found the means of insinuating themselves into your company and 
constant fellowship. I shall forbear mentioning them unless I hear that they 
still avail themselves of yo-ur goodness to retain the places which they im- 
properly hold near your person. This caution I have given you as the advice 
of your real friend, but I regard your interest and credit to be so deeply con- 
cerned in your observance of it, that I shall think myself obliged to interfere 
in another manner if you neglect it, or find yourself so much embarrassed by 
the habit of long connection as to require my intervention. 

9th . — ^These I make the conditions of the compliance which the Governor- 
General and Council have yielded to your late requisition. It is but just that 
you should possess what is your acknowledged right, but their intention would 
be defeated and you would be in a worse situation if you were to be left a 
prey without a guide until you have acquired experience, which to the strength 
and goodness of your understanding will be tbe work but of a short period, to 
the rapacity, frauds and artifices of mankind. You have offered to give up 
the sum of 4 lacks of rupees to be allowed the free use of the remainder of your 
stipend ; this we have refused because it would be contrary to justice. You 
should consider this as a proof of the sincerity of the above arrangements 
which have been recommended to you, and of their expediency to your real 
interests, and your attention to them will be a means of reconciling the Com- 
pany to the resolution which we have taken dnd which will be reported to 
them in a light very hurtful both to you and to us if an improper effect should 
attend it. These I have ordered Sir John D’Oyly to read in your presence, and 
to explain them to you, that no part of them may 'escape your notice, and he 
has my positive orders to remonstrate to you against every departure from 
thexu. Upon all these occasions I hope and expect that you will give him a 
particular and cordial attention, and regard what he shall say as if said by myself, 
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for I know him to be a person of the strictest honor and integrity. I have a 
perfect reliance on him, and you cannot have a more attached or more disinter- 
ested counsellor. Although I desire to receive your letters frequently, yet as 
many matters will occur which cannot so easily be explained by letters as by 
conversation, I desire that you will on such occasions give your orders to him 
respecting such points as you may desire to have imparted to me, and I, post- 
poning every other concern, will give an immediate and the most satisfactory 
reply concerning them. 


The Secretary acqaaiats the Board that in obedience to the orders of Me. Whblbe, he 
yesterday wrote the following letter to the Committee of Revenue. 

Gentlemen, — It having been represented that the punctual payment of 
the Nabob Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah’s stipend is absolutely necessary to render the 
arrangements which have lately been made with him effectual, I obey the 
orders of the Board in desiring that you will adopt such measures as will secure 
the regular advance of Rl,30,000 per mensem to the President at the Darbar, 
to enable him to discharge the Nabob’ stipend. 

I am, &c. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 4th September to 10th 

December 1781. 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 4th September 1781. 

Tuesday. At a Oottncil, present : 

Edward Whbder, Esquire. 

The Hon’ble the Governor-General, absent on a visit to the 
Northern Provinces, 

Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Coots, K.B., absent on service at 
Fort St. George. 


The Proceedings of the 6th ultimo read and approved. 


The Hon’ble Edward Whelbr, Esq., &e., &e., &c., Fort William. 

Sir, — atrived at Benares on the 14th instant. My transactions with the 
Eaja being of a most important nature to the present and future interests 
of the Company, I have determined to inform you of them, without delay, in 
the order in which they have occurred. 

The first step, which I judged it necessary to take on the ground on which 
my future proceedings with the Baja were to he conducted, was to recapitulate 
in writing the several instances of his conduct which for some time past have 
repeatedly drawn upon him the severe reprehensions of the Board, and to 
demand a clear and satisfactory explanation. This paper I sent to the Baja by 
the hands of Mr. Markham, who was directed to require an immediate answer. 
In the evening his answer arrived. The following are copies of both : — 

To Eaja Chett Sing. 

** It is about sixteen months since Lalah Sadanand Bam Buxey and con- 
fidential servant came to Calcutta charged with an express commission and 
authority to make excuses for your past conduct, and to give me assurances 
confirmed by oath of your future submission to my advice, and the orders of 
my Government. As a test of your sincerity I required your immediate and 
unreserved acquiescence in the demand which at the same time was made to you 
in the name of the Governor-General and Council of the subsidy of five lacks 
of rupees for the expences of the war. With this demand you ostensibly 
complied in your answer to my letter, and the Buxey promised me verbally in 
your name, and in terms so strong as amounted to the fullest assurance, that 
there should be no delay in the payment. Belying on this agreement and 
promise I gave orders to Mr. Eowke, who was then Besident at this place, to 
receive money and remit it to Colonel Camac for the pay of the army which 
had been ordered to march towards the province of Malva, and I made no 
other provision for it, such was my confidence in your faith ; but you deceived 
me, and after having made the first payment of a few rupees, either consulting 
the temper of the times, or conforming to a premeditated design, you by shifts 
and pretexts withheld the remainder until the army for whose use it was 
intended was reduced to the last state of distress. Many hundreds deserted, and 
had an enemy at that time appeared against them, their total destruction had 
been inevitable. In all this time daily applications were made to you by the 
Besident, and I wrote repeated letters to you, but you paid no regard to either. 

“ Besides this, I required, in the name ot the Governor-General and 
Council by letter, and ordered Mr. Eowke to repeat the requisition in 
person, that you should furnish a body of horse to assist and act with the 
armies of the Company, and when Mr. Markham succeeded Mr. Eowke, I ^ve 
Hity. orders to repeat the demand, which he did accordingly with frequent and 
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almost daily importunity, limiting th.e number to 1,600, and afterwards to 
1,000. To this demand you returned evasive answers, nor to this hour have you 
contributed a single horseman. 

“ I pass over the instances of your conduct in which through the means of 
your Secret Agents you have endeavoured to excite disorders in the Govern- 
ment on which you depend, and your neglect of the duty which you owe to it, 
and to the subjects of this zemindary, by suffering the daily perpetration of 
robberies and murders, even in the streets of the City of Benares itself, to the 
great and public scandal of the English name, and in violation of one of the 
conditions on which you received the confirmation of this zemindary. But as 
the two foregoing instances amount to a direct charge of disaffection and infide- 
lity to the Government on which you depend, and happened at a time in which 
it was your duty most especially to have exerted yourself in the support of its 
interests, I have therefore judged it proper to state them to you thus fully in 
writing, and to require your answer to them, and this I expect immediately.” 

Answer. 

" I received your letter delivered tome by Mr. Markham and I have under- 
stood every particular of its contents. Sir, after the arrival of Sheik Ally 
Nucky I observed all the orders which you sent me, and I received the letter 
which the deceased Sheik brought me, informing me that every suspicion was 
now completely removed from your mind, and that I must consider you as 
formerly attentive to me. But I have not experienced from you the same 
generosity as formerly. I sent you repeatedly letters representing to your 
consideration my unhappy circumstances, but you never honoured me with 
any reply. Eor this reason I sent my Buxey Sadanand to your presence 
enjoining him to represent to you the firmness of my obedience and attach- 
ment, to lay before you the particulars of my situation, and to learn the 
disposition of your mind towards me. He arrived accordingly in your presence 
and represented everything in a proper manner. I have never deviated in 
the smallest degree from the professions, and the benefactions and civilities 
with which you have honoured me, have given me the greatest satisfaction, and 
I have considered you as the source from which I derive the fullfilment of all 
my wishes and desires. It is my firm hope that I may be always favored with 
your directions. In this manner I complied with the utmost readiness with 
the order you sent, me for the payment of five lacks of rupees on account of 
the war : I sent first one lack of rupees with an answer to your letter, after- 
wards having paid to Mr. Eowke the sum of one lack and seventy thousand 
rupees I sent a letter requesting a further allowance of time to enable me 
to make some preparations. To this I received no reply. It being no time to> 
delay, notwithstanding this I was not a moment inattentive to this concern, 
and as soon as my Buxey arrived I paid immediately the remaining part of 
the sum. The remitting of this to the army did not depend upon me ; if any 
delay happened on this head I could not help it. If besides the payment of 
the money the remittance of it also to the army had rested with me, a delay of 
this kind should not have happened. I have enclosed in this letter a paper 
respecting the particular sums which have been advanced with their dates. 

“ With respect to the horse you desired me in your letter to inform you of 
what number I could afford to station with you, I sent you a particular account 
of all that were in my service, amounting to one thousand three hundred horse, 
of which several were stationed at distant places, but I received no answer 
to this. Mr. Markham delivered me an order to prepare a thousand hoi'se. In 
compliance with your wishes I collected five hundred horse, and a substitute 
for the remainder five hundred burkundasses, of which I sent you inform- 
ation, and I told Mr. Markham that they were ready to go to whatever place 
they should be sent. No answer, however, came from you on this head, and I 
remained astonished at the cause of it : repeatedly I asked Mr. Markham 
about an answer to my letter about the horse, but he told me that he did not 
know the reason of no answer having been sent : I remained astonished. 
With respect to the sepoys, I received first an order to station two of my com- 
panies, which I did. I was then desired to give a tunkhaw for the payment of 
the sepoys and likewise to pay the Captain, which has been done every month. 
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Excepting Abdullah Beg, who remains with you, and his attendants, none 
of my people, either dependants or servants or others in any shape connected 
with me, have ever gone to Calcutta. My enemies with a view to my ruin have 
made false representations to you. Now, that happily for me you have yourself 
arrived at this place, you will be able to ascertain all the circumstances relative 
to the horse, to my people going to Calcutta, and the dates of the receipts of the 
particular sums ahovementioned. Xou will then know whether 1 have amused 
you with a false representation, or made a just report to you. 

“ I have given my aumils most particular injunctions, and have taken a 
penalty-bond from them, that they shall keep no thieves in their districts ; 
yrhat power have they to act otherwise. But if ever a robbery or murder 
is committed in the country, I have been careful to impale or otherwise 
punish the culprit. If a person having committed a delinquency should escape 
to some other place so as to elude all discovery, in that case I am helpless ; 
but to the utmost of my power I endeavour to fulfil your orders. I have never 
swerved in the smallest degree from my duty to you. It remains for you to 
decide on all these matters. I am in every case your slave. What was just I 
have represented to you. May your prosperity increase.’* 

Account of five lacks of rupees advanced for the eapence of the war — 


K 

1st Shabaaa ........ 1,00.000 

Z9bh Ramzaan ........ 1,70,000 

7tli Showal ......... 1,30,000 

18th Showal ........ 1,00,000 


Total . 5,00,000. 


This answer you will perceive to be not only unsatisfactory in substance 
but offensive in stile, and less a vindication of himself than a recrimination 
upon me. It expresses no concern for the causes of complaint contained in my 
letter or desire to at one for them, nor the smallest intention to pursue a 
different line of conduct. , An answer couched nearly in terms of defiance to 
requisitions of so serious a nature I could not but consider as a strong indica- 
tion of that spirit of independency which the Baja has for some years past 
assumed, and of which indeed I had early observed other manifest symptoms' 
both before and from the instant of my arrival here. 

Under these alarming appearances of the Baja’s conduct and disposition I 
conceived myself indispensably obliged to form some immediate and decisive 
plan for obviating their consequences, and for the preservation of the Company’s, 
rights and interests in this zemindary. To have left him in the full exercise of 
powers which he had notoriously abused, and which it was to be apprehended 
he would employ to the most dangerous purposes, was totally inconsistent with 
the maxims of justice and prudence. To divest him entirely of the zemindary, 
though justifiable on the grounds stated above, would be attended with an 
appearance of severity, and might have furnished grounds for constructions, 
unfavorable to the credit of our Government and to my own reputation, from 
the natural influence which every act of rigor exercised in the persons of men 
who stand in elevated stations, is apt to impress on the minds of those who are 
too remote from the scene of action to judge by any evidence but of the direct 
facts themselves of their motives or propriety. 

Thus circumstanced and attentive to these opposite considerations, I laid 
down the following plan for my future proceedings. 

I first directed the Besident to repair to the Baja who resided at his house 
situated on this side of the river at the distance of about two miles, and gave 
him the following instructions ; — 

Bbnares, the ISth ^nguai 1781, 

10 at night. 

To Mb,. William Mabxham, Resident at Benares. 

Sir, — [t is my order that you proceed early tomorrow morning to the- 
house of Baja Oheyt Sing with your usual guard, and put him in arrest. 
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You will require his immediate submission, informing him that you act under 
orders given yon by me, and in case of his refusal you will wait the arrival of 
two companies of sepoys belonging to Major Popham’s detachment who are 
directed to follow and assist you in the execution of ^ this service. Having 
secured the Paja you will keep him in your custody until further orders. 

1 am. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
WARPEN HASTINGS. 


On the next morning Mr. Markham went according to bis foregoing 
instructions and was followed by two companies of Grenadier sepoys belonging 
to Major Popham’s detachment. The Raja quietly submitted to the arrest and 
Mr. Markham returned to me with the following letter from the Paja leaving 
him under the charge of Lieutenants Stalker, Scott, and Simes. Por the par- 
ticulars which passed at this interview I refer you to the following report 
which Mr. Markham delivered to me on his return : — 

Letter from the Baja. 

At this time Mr. William Markham being come to me has informed me 
that Your Highness’ orders are that I should remain under a guard — My Pro- 
tector — I before represented to you on board your pinnace that I was the 
servant of the Hon’ble Sirkar and was ready from my heart and soul; whatever 
may be your pleasure, do it with your own hands : I am your slave, what occa- 
sion can there be for this guard.’* 


Benarrs, the 16th :d.ugu8t 1781, 

To the HoN'BiiB Warren Hastings, Governor-Genei’al, &e., &c., &c. 

HoN’BiiE Sir, — In this morning, in obedience to your orders of last night, 
proceeded with a few of my orderlys accompanied by Lieutenant Stalker to 
Shewvallah Gaut, the present residence of Baja Cheyt Sing, and acquainted hiTn 
it was your pleasure he should consider himself in arrest ; that he should order 
his people to behave in a quiet and orderly manner, for that any attempt to 
rescue him would be attended with his own destruction. The Baja submitted 
quietly to the arrest, and assured me that whatever were your orders he was 
ready implicitly to obey ; he hoped that you would allow him a subsistence, but 
as for his zemindary, his forts, and treasure he was ready to lay them at your 
feet, and his life if required. He expressed himself much hurt at the ignominy 
which he affirmed must be the consequence of his confinement, and entreated 
me to return to you with the foregoing submission, hoping that you would make 
allowances for his youth and inexperience, and, in consideration of his father’s 
name, release him from his confinement as soon as he should prove the sincerity 
of his offers and himself deserving of your compassion and forgiveness. 

“ Near a quarter of an hour after this conversation Lieutenant Scott arrived 
with the two Grenadier Companies of Major Popham’s regiment to whose and 
Lieutenant Stalker’s care I left the Raja, having given them the following 
instructions ; that they should disarm every servant of the Raja’s ; that they 
should allow him any such, eight or ten kissmutgars for the attendance of his 
person as he should approve of ; that these men should be shown to the sepoys 
lest any deceit should be practised, but that they might indulge him in any 
request consistent with the security of his person. 

786 ' ‘ 



6 


“ I am now returned to acquaint you witli my proceedings and to receive 
any further instructions if you think it necessary. 

“ I have the honor to be, 
“Hon’bie Sir, 

“Tour most obedient Servant, 

Wm. MARKHAM. 


As the Raja in the above letter had desired that Mr. Markham might be 
sent back to him I was preparing instructions for that purpose when I received 
another letter from the Raja of which the following is a translation : — 

Letter from the B.aja. 

. “ I am the servant of the Sirkar and am ready from my heart and soul in 
the performance of your orders. My honor was bestowed on me by Your High- 
ness : it depends on you alone to take away, or not take away the country out of 
my hands. In case my honor is not left me, how shall I be equal to the busiaess 
of the Sirkar. Whoever with his hands in a supplicating posture is ready with 
his life and property, what necessity can there be for him to be dealt with in 
this way.*’ 

Rrom the apparent despondency in which these letters were written, I 
thought it necessary to give the Raja some encouragement, and accordingly 
wrote him the following answer : — 

Letter to the Raja. 

“ I have received your two arzies by the hand of Mr. Markham and under- 
stand their contents ; that gentleman will wait upon you in the afternoon and 
explain all particulars to you. Set your mind at rest, and do not conceive any 
terror or apprehension.” 

To this I received the following reply : — 

Letter from the Baja. 

“ Your gracious letter has been received and has made me acquainted with 
your commands. Tou order that Mr. William Markham will come to me, that I 
must not suffer any apprehension to distress me but remain at ease in my 
mind — My Protector — wherever you spread your shadow over my head I am 
entirely free from concern and apprehension, and whatever you, who are my 
master, shall as such determine will be right.” 

At this time I had prepared Mr. Markham’s second instructions, but before 
he could set out with them, intelligence came that large bodies of armed 
men had crossed the river from Ramnagur and had proceeded to the Raja’s 
house. What follows is a scene of such horror that it is with the greatest 
reluctance I submit to the painful duty of relating it. The guard placed over 
the Raja consisted of the two companies of Grenadier sepoys as above mentioned 
from Major Popham’s detachment and commanded by the officers already 
named, who were stationed in an enclosed square which surrounded the apart- 
ment where the Raja was. The Resident’s guard had returned with him. It 
now appeared that these troops had taken no ammunition with them. Major 
Popham sent another company of sepoys under an officer with ammunition 
to reinforce and support the first party. When the latter arrived at the Raja’s 
house they found it surrounded, and all the avenues blockaded by a multitude 
of armed men who opposed their passage. The minds of this tumultuous 
assembly becoming soon inflamed, some of them began to fire upon the sepoys 
within the square, and immediately as if this had been the concerted signal the 
whole multitude rushed in, and made an instantaneous and fierce attack upon 
the sepoys, who wanting their accustomed means of defence were capable of 
making but a feeble resistance and fell an easy sacrifice to the superior number’s 
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of the assailants Trlio out almost every man of this unfortunate party to pieces. 
The oflB.cers, it is supposed, were the first victims to their fury, but not until 
they had by astonishing efforts of bravery and undismayed amidst the immi- 
nent danger which surrounded them involved a much superior number of their 
enemies in their fate. In this general report of them all accounts concur, 
though varying in circumstances. I yield to my own feelings in bestowing 
this just but unavailing tribute to these unhappy gentlemen. In the midst of 
this confusion the Eaja found means to escape through a wicket which opened 
to the river, and the banks being exceedingly steep in that place he let himself 
down by turbans tied together into a boat, vshich was waiting for him, and con- 
veyed him to the opposite shore. Those who had effected his escape followed 
him across the river, in the same tumultuous manner in which they had 
assembled, leaving the party of our sepoys which had last arrived in the posses- 
sion of the house. 

On the first intelligence of this commotion I had directed Major Popham 
to repair immediately to his camp, which was about two miles from the 
Hesident’s, and at the same distance from the Haja’s house, and to march 
instantly with the remainder of his detachment to the support of the party. 
This order was executed with all possible expedition, but Major Popham arrived 
too late and had the mortification to be a spectator of the effects of a massacre 
which he could neither prevent nor revenge. He returned to me immediately 
and made the following report : — 

Report of MiaoR Popham. 

Consequent to an order for the detachment under my command to proceed 
to the support of the Grenadier Companies under Hieutenant Stalker, I carried 
it with as much expedition as possible to Adjet Sing’s palace, which I found 
to be entirely evacuated by the Haja’s people, who were already landed on the 
opposite side of the river. 

Of the two companies commanded by X/ieutenant Stalker very few 
remained alive, and the majority of those appeared to be severely wounded. 
The bodies of Lieutenant Stalker, Scott, and Simes were lying within a small 
distance of each other shockingly mangled and without any signs of life. 

It may be necessary to observe that Lieutenant Burrell was despatched 
with one company of sepoys upon the first rumor of the Raja’s intentions, but 
the fate of the companies which preceded him was decided prior to his being 
able to enter the palace. There were, however, some of the Raja’s people 
whom he effectually cleared it of. In his attack he met with some loss. 

My utmost endeavours have hitherto proved insufficient to procure an 
exact detail of the killed and wounded in this unfortunate transaction. 

I thought it necessary to leave a company with a subaltern in the palace. 

Benabes, \ 

The 16th August 1781. ) WILLIAM POPHAM, Major. 


I cannot learn with certainty what is become of the Raja, but the prevail- 
ing report is that he fled from Ramnagur, his usual residence on the other side 
of the river, in the middle of the night, and proceeded with his zenana and 
effects to Lutteefgur, a strong fort of his situated about ten miles from Chunar. 
He was accompanied by Sujan Sing, his brother, and Mungar Sing, a relation 
and son by adoption of Raja Bulwunt Sing. He has also had the precaution 
to take with him Rane Golab kooer, the widow of Raja Bulwunt Sing, his father, 
her son-in-law Hurbijey Sing, and his two sons, her grandsons. * 

In them he possesses every member of his family, who can have any plea 
to dispute with him the right of inheritance from his father Raja Bulwunt 
Sing, if that were ever a question, his right to the zemindary being derived 
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exolusiTely from surmuds which his father never possessed, hut which were 
first granted to Cheyt Sing by the late Vizier Sujah-ud-Dowla through the influ- 
ence of our Government in the year 1773, and since repeated by Rimilav grants 
from our Government when the sovereignty was ceded to the Company by the 
present Nabob Asaph-ud-Dowla. 

_ I have made choice of Baboo Oosan Sing who held the oflOlce of Dewan 
during several years of the life of Baja Bulwunt Sing, and for a considerable 
period since the accession of the present Baja to administer the revenues and 
government of this country, in the quality of Naib, until it can be determined 
to whom the zemindary may legally belong, and who may be in a capacity to 
receive it. 

To this effect I have caused a proclamation to be made through the City 
of Benares, and have notified it by circular perwanas to all the zemindars and 
aumils of the zemindary. 

To enforce the execution of these acts, to maintain tranqiaillity and order 
in the country, and protect the inhabitants, I have ordered one battalion sepoys 
from Ohunargur, the remainder of Major Popham’s detachment from Mirza- 
poor, and a regiment of sepoys from Dinapoor to march immediately to 
Benares. 

The detail of these proceedings shall be transmitted to you in a subsequent 
letter. I do not expect they will detain me here much beyond the time I had 
prescribed to myself, which was about seven or eight days. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
IVABBEN HASTINGS. 


P./S'. — The delay occasioned in copying this letter from its great length has 
afforded me an opportunity of contradicting the latter part of it, and I have 
now the satisfaction to add that Bane Golab kooer, together with her son-in-law 
Durbijey Sing and his two sons are safe at Benares. 

I have this morning received a visit from Durbijey Sing and his eldest 
son Myep Narain. 


WABBEN HASTINGS. 


Mr. Whbler, — ^The acts of duplicity and disaffection, recited in the Gov- 
emor-General’s letter addressed to Baja Cheyt Sing, are of a most serious and 
alarming nature, and aggravated by his reply, which is couched in terms of the 
highest disrespect. It was therefore no longer safe to continue in his person 
the full exercise of those powers which the Baja seemed to have both the 
inclination and the means of abusing, but under these circumstances it became 
absolutely necessary to take upon the spot such measures as appeared 
most likely to bring him back to a sense of his duty and to support the 
authority vested in this Government over his zemindary by the treaty entered 
into with the present Vizier Asaph-ud-Dowla in the year 1776. 

The Governor-General judged it proper to order him into arrest, and the 
subsequent treacliery of his conduct has too clearly evinced that a stricter 
degree of restraint would not only have been justifiable but necessary; for 
w hils t the Baja was professing the deepest contrition for his former conduct, 
he appears to [have been concerting a plan to assert his independency against 
that Govemment'which raised him to his present situation, and to which as a 
tributary the Baja owed obedience'. 

I join with the Governor-General in most sincerely lamenting thp fate 
which attended our sepoys and the loss of three brave officers who fell in the 
tumult. 
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I approve the choice made by the Governor- General of Baboo Oosan Sing 
to administer the revenues and government of the zemindary of Benares. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the Vth September 1781. 

Friday. At a Counoiii, present : 

Edward Wheder, Esquire. 

The Hon* bee the Governor- General, absent on a visit to the 
Northern provinces. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Coote, absent on service at Fort 
St. George. 

The Proceedings of the 4th instant read and approved. 


Read the follomng letter and enclosure from the President and Select Committee at Port 
St. George - 


Fort St. George, the 30th July 1781. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, — ^We addressed you under the date the lOth 
instant informing you of the victory which had been obtained over the enemy, 
and we have now the pleasure to enclose to you a copy of Sir Eyre Ooote*8 
letter wherein he has given a particular account of the engagement. 

We are, &c., 
MACABTNEY. 

Anth. SADLIER. 

H. WILLIAMS. 


To the Hon^blb Chartles Smith, President, &c., &c.. Members of the Select Com- 
mittee, Port St. George. 

Gentlemen, — ^The hurry of business consequent to the engagement with 
the enemy on the 1st instant has hitherto prevented me from transmitting you 
a circumstantial account of the occurrences of that day. I therefore take this 
opportunity to inform you of such matter as seems to me material, from date 
the 29th ultimo. 

Owing to unavoidable delays in landing the necessary provisions from the 
vessels at Porto Novo, I found it impracticable to move the army till the 30th 
ultimo ; the necessary orders were given for marching at 3 o’clock that morning, 
but a heavy fall of rain on the night preceding hindered me from commencii^ 
my march as proposed. Our field equipage was rendered so heavy by the rain 
that our miserable bullocks were not able to carry their loads. This occasioned 
a further delay of another day. One extra day’s rice was landed, and the march 
at length commenced on the 1st instant at 5 in the morning. 

From every information received, it was clear that the enemy had united 
their whole force (Xippa Saib s detachment excepted), and from their position 
taken up between us and Cuddalore meant to try the issue of a general 
engagement. The grounds they occupied, naturally strong and commanding, 
were rendered much more formidable by most of the spots that would admit of 
it to advantage being strengthened with front and flanking batteries erected 
Witli judgement and dispatch by Hyder Ally’s corps . appropriated for siich 
services. Large bodies of cavalry, who had from our arrival at Porto Novo 
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liovered round, our caxnp, rondered it impracticable for even a single bircarrah to 
return with any intelligence to be depended on, of either the strength or posi- 
tion of the enemy’s batteries. Our grand guard and other outposts were 
absolutely the boundary and limited extent of our knowledge respecting the 
enemy. 

The protection of our baggage and numerous followers required a very con- 
siderable proportion of our small army to prevent or repel any insult during 
our march in that quarter, and the forming this most necessary detachment con- 
siderably weakened our force in line, which could ill-afford a single man from 
the grand object of engaging and forcing the numerous army of Hyder Ally, 
situated as described. However, two regiments of cavalry, a battalion of sepoys 
with three six, and four three-pounders, the baggage guard consisting of about 
one hundred and fifty sepoys, the few polygars we have, and our small 
Mahratta corps, were ordered for their protection ; their road lay on the right 
between our army and the sea. 

By seven in the morning the line had drawn out of our ground of encamp- 
ment near Porto Novo marching from the right. The country soon opened an 
extensive plain, and as the enemy’s cavalry appeared there in force, I formed in 
two lines, and proceeded on my march in order of battle. We had not advanced 
above one mile before the enemy’s batteries were clearly discovered as to posi- 
tion : they lay exactly on our intended road of march. I halted the army for 
near an hour ; it was necessary to explore, if possible, the ground on our right, 
in hopes of its admitting to advance from that point, by which we should avoid 
the enemy’s direct fire from their batteries, and have a chance by gaining the 
left of their posts, to turn or other ways command them. The principal force 
of their army was drawn up in the rear of their works, extending further on 
the plain than either the eye or horizon could command, with large bodies of 
cavalry in every direction, and their rockets were thrown in numbers to impede 
and harass our movements. During this interval of unavoidable inaction, 
thoroughly to examine their position, we were obliged to suffer a warm canno- 
nade. Their guns were well served and did execution, we could not afford to 
throw away any shot to answer them, having occasion for every round we 
had for more decisive service. 

I determined on the movement to the right, and proceeded about 9 o’clocks, 
the two lines marching parallel to one another in that direction, consequently it 
only required their facing to the front to re-assume at any time their original 
order. Two battalions with eight field pieces were ordered to form a third face, 
the flanks of this corps joining both lines on the left to keep some batteries in 
check from that quarter, which opened while we were performing the above 
movement. 

A practicable road was found on the right, made by Hyder, meant for 
other purposes than our approach. The road alluded was made by Hyder for 
the purpose of drawing his guns to a large redoubt about half a mile from the 
sea. The work was far advanced, and required but another day to complete it ; 
through it we proceeded towards his field ; his ^ns, which were under cover, 
and his artQlery xmcovered in line, galled us con.siderably as we advanced, but 
a quick and forward movemeht seemed absolutely necessary. 

On passing the road mentioned, I was obliged to file off and reduce my 
front, but as soon as the ground permitted, formed in order as before, a thick 
caldera hedge covering my right. Some sand hills contiguous to this pass lay 
luckily situated, were unoccupied, and contributed very materially to favor my 
plan of operations. 

The minute was critical. I had gained the flank of the enemy’s batteries, 
waited with impatience under a heavy fire of cannon, till I had ascertained that 
the heights in my rear were possessed by the second line, then instantly moved 
on with the first, as far as order and an advancing fire of artillery on our side 
would permit. 

I have the pleasure of acquainting you that the disposition promptly 
resolved on succeeded, for there was no time for aught but decided dispatch. 
Hesitation in the situation of our affairs would have been little better than a 
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defeat, having no resource but four days’ provisions carried on tbe soldiers 
backs. The guns in their batteries were soon drawn off, and retired to their 
line, where our attack was very warmly disputed till 4 o’clock. The bravery 
of our troops at length carried the point, and the first line forced the enemy’s 
infantry, artillery, and their cavalry to give way, obliging them to seek for 
safety by a retreat. Just as they went off, their principal force of infantry, who 
were from the situation of the ground under tolerable cover, gave a general 
discharge of musquetry, but too distant to do considerable execution. The 
second line obstinately disputed, and with success, an attack meditated on my 
rear by many battalions of infantry with their guns, and a very large body of 
cavalry. The different efforts made to force and charge the rear corps of the 
second line were all repulsed, the heights disputed, carried, and kept possession 
of, by which the advancing corps were left at liberty to push the enemy in front 
advantageously. The possessing the heights also prevented their proceeding 
towards the sea to attempt our baggage, it was from thence covered in perfect 
security and unmolested. 

I was joined by the corps in my rear at midnight. It took some time to 
bury our dead on the enemy’s ground of encampment ; every possible attention 
was paid also on the field to our wounded men. 

That night the army pursued the road the enemy had retired by, crossed 
the strong pass or nulla of Paravendur without any molestation, and took up our 
ground on the north-western side of it, near to the village of Mootypollam, 
thereby securing a material point towards completing my march to Ouddalore. 

From authentic information the enemy’s force was nearly as follows : — 
Artillery, 47 pieces, very well served ; 620 Europeans ; 1,100 topasses, and others 
in European dress ; cavalry 40,000 ; 23 battalions of sepoys, strength 18,400; 
irregular footmen armed with matchlocks, pikes, and rockets, one hundred and 
twenty thousand ; the above were in Hyder’s own pay ; besides lasoars — 
pioneers and artificers not included, — these bodies were numerous ; also the 
fighting men of the Nabob of Sanoor, B,aja Eedra, Raja Arpanelly, Raja 
Terrimerry, and the different polygars, who have joined Hyder since he entered 
the Carnatic ; his guns were principally worked by Europeans and Native 
artillery who had formerly been in the Nabob’s service, and it is reckoned 
that there were embodied in his infantry from two thousand eight hundred to 
three thousand of our sepoys made prisoners in Colonel Bailie’s action, and at 
other places since the commencement of the war. These accounts are taken 
from an intelligent Portugueze ofl&cer who came over to us in the beginning 
of the action. They are also corroborated from other channels of intelligence. 

The behaviour of the whole army on this most interesting day was uniformly 
steady ^ and worthy of the highest commendation. I was well seconded 
by Major-General Munro, who commanded the first line ; his spirited and active 
conduct contributed greatly to our success. Brigadier-General Stuart, who 
commanded the second line and had orders to defend the heights, performed 
that service much to my satisfaction. In short every individual of our little 
army seemed to feel the critical situation of our national concerns dependant 
on this country ; our falling interests required uncommon exertions to support 
them, and to the honor and credit of this army every nerve was exerted to the 
very extent of possibility ; the only difficulty was to restrain the ardour of the 
troops within prudential bounds ; eager to advance it became particularly 
necessary to guard against accidental disorder, situated as w^e were, with mul- 
titudes of cavalry against us, on the watch to take advantage of hurried or con- 
fused movements. 

From the want of a corps of cavalry on our side equal in number to the 
service required, we were with victory decidedly declared obliged to halt just 
beyond the enemy s ground not being able to take advantage of so distinguished 
a day, for with a corps of cavalry, the enemy’s guns, stores, &c., would to a 
certainty have fallen into our hands ; their strong fine cattle drew their guns off 
on a trot, nor was it possible for fatigued infantry to prevent this distressing 
sight to us. The spirited behaviour of our sepoy corps did them the greatest 
credit, no Europeans could be steadier; they were emulous of being foremost 
on every service it was necessary to undertake. 
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Considering the trying situation this army is in, destitute of most of the 
common resources for carrying on service ; weak draft and hardly any carriage 
cattle (our guns in the face of the enemy*s heaviest fire were through deep 
sand obliged to be drawn a full mile by the soldiers) ; no provisions hut from 
day to day ; pay considerably in arrears ; the principal part of the Carnatic and 
its capital in the possession of the enemy r our armies in different parts of 
India having also unfortunately received checks ; an enemy in great force to 
deal with, whose rapid success has strengthened his cause with the natives to 
an alarming degree; no proper force of cavalry on our side, and not half 
carriage suflBcient for our wounded and sick ; these things considered, I thirik 
I may venture to say that fairly to beat Hyder on his chosen fortified ground 
was as much as could be expected. 

You will receive enclosed the return of our killed and wounded ; I am 
happy to remark that our loss has been inconsiderable, when compared to the 
business of the day. 

Prom the best information possible to obtain of the enemy’s loss, it 
amounts to about three thousand men. Meer Saib, Second-in- Command, died 
soon after the action of the wounds he received ; and number of their leading 
men are reported to be killed and wounded. 

My movement to Ohillumbrum and Porto Novo has been also attended 
with the following material advantages. The Tan j ore, Trichinopoly, and other 
southern countries are freed from the enemy’s depredations, and Trichinopoly 
from an immediate siege, which Hyder had decided to undertake. Provided 
money is found by Government to pay our troops, and they are enabled to 
move, properly relieved from those absolute stated wants already recited, it may 
by degrees be possible to immerge from our present dif&culties ; but without 
the greatest exertions from Government to obviate -the insurmountable diffi- 
culties this army labors under, no decisive military measures for recovering 
the country can be carried into execution, nor can any severe blow or check the 
enemy may receive be followed to advantage ; it must be evident to every one 
that if Hyder Ali, buoyed up with former success, had not come down to seek 
us, I could not have moved the army to follow him ; and this is a situation so 
trying to the responsible Military Commander that an ofideer of character shud- 
ders at the idea of being placed in such a predicament. 

I halted the army the 2nd and 3rd instant near Mootypollam, and on the 
4ith, as my four days’ provisions would have been expended, marched to this 
place. 

Notwithstanding the great force Hyder has with him, Tippu Saib invested 
"Wandiwash on the 30th ultimo, taking possession of the Pettah. The enemy’s 
troops before the place are five rosollars of infantry, ten thousand cavalry, as 
many more irregulars armed, in all full thirty thousand men, with 13 pieces of 
battering cannon. I have accounts, hut not such as can be absolutely depended 
on, that in consequence of the action of the 1st, Hyder has given orders to 
withdraw the attack. I have been preparing, since my arrival here, in the best 
manner I am able, to move to its relief if necessary. 

Advice is just now received that the Admiral sailed this day from Porto 
Novo for the southward. 

Permit me to request you will be pleased to forward copies of these des- 
patches to the Supreme Council for their information. 

I have the honour to be, &o., 
BYRE COOTE. 


Camp near Cuddaxorb, 1 
The 6th July 1781. J 

jp. s. By the last information respecting the situation, of the enemy’s 
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encampment, their army lay on the northern banks of the Kiyer Velar, about 7 
coss distant from hence. 

A true copy, 

T. KINGSOOTE, 
Deputy Secretary. 


Secret Dept. Eort William, the 8th October 1781. 

Monday. At a Councix, present : 

Edward Whelbr, Esq., 

John McPherson, Esq., 

The Hon’bde the Govbrnor-Generad, absent on a visit to the 
Northern Provinces. 

Liehtenant-Generad Sir Exre Cote, absent on service at Fort 
St. George. 


Head and approved the Proceedings of the 1st instant. 


The Board taking into considerations the circumstances of the rebellious 
conduct of Raja Oheyt Singh, and being desirous to prevent any ill-effects from 
his endeavours to cause a disaffection in the other zemindars of the country, and 
at the same to manifest their determination to support the authority of the 
Governor- General, as well as to promote the peace and security of the^inhabit- 
ants of these provinces : — 

Resolved, that the following proclamation be published and circulated 
throughout the Provinces : — 

The daring and unexampled treachery of Raja Cheyt Sing to our Governor- 

Prociaxnatxon relative to Baja Cheyt Sing. General at’ Benares ou the 16th August 

last, and the outrageous cruelty of the 
said Raja to those ofB.cers and sepoys of the Company over whom chance gave 
him an advantage, are too notorious to be particularly related in this proclama- 
tion. 

But it is the duty of this Government to declare to aU those who are 
dependent upon or connected with their administration, that they are unani- 
mously and most firmly resolved to punish in the most exemplaiy manner acts 
of such rebellion towards the Company, and of such insult to the honour of 
the whole English nation. 

Erom the time that the English were obliged to send forces to this country, 
under Colonel Clive, to punish those Nabobs who had unjustly attacked and 
murdered the peaceable servants of the Company, or, in other words, from the 
time the English took upon them, in their own defence, the administration of 
these provinces, the Company and the whole English nation had but one wish 
and their orders to their representatives were continually that they should act 

with justice to every rank oj^ people in this country. 

It is well known how the laws of England protect even the lowest against 
those who are highest m power ; and it is further well known that the Companv 
and at length the Parliament and King of England have endeavoured to bestow 
upon every native of this country under their protection, the same securitv that 
an Englishman possesses in England. ^ 

true spirit of these noble intentions of the Company, and the 
whMe Enghsh nation, that the present Governor-General was selected to be 
at the head of their affairs m the provinces, for it was well known that he was 
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beloved by the natives; that he respected their laws and their customs and 
spoke their language, and that he was an enemy to all oppression. 

. , possessing such proper dispositions was testified to 

the present Raja Cheyt Sing who derived his whole power as Raja from the 
generosity and intercession of the Governor- General at Benares in 1773., 

In that year it is well known that when Mr. Hastings settled the Treaty 
of Benares with the late Vmer, the Nabob Shuja-ud-Do^ it was with thS 
utmost difficulty and as a great favor that he obtained from the said Vizier Nabob 
constituted Oheyt Sing Raja of Benares. This act of goodness 
he did from h^ respect for the memory of the former Raja, Bui want Sing, and 
m hopes that Oheyt Sing would ever show himself grateful to the Company. 

Upon the same principles of justice, when the late Vizier in 1776 ceded the 
zemindary of Benares to the Company, the rights held under the Nabob, his 
former sovereign by the Baja, were not only continued to him by the Governor- 
General under^ the Government of the Company— —but n'ew rights were con= 
ferred upon him rights which gave him extraordinary power. These were 
the possession of the Bort of Juanpore, the coinage of the mint, and the 
duties of the cotwalii. 


The whole of these grants were settled upon the Raja Oheyt Sing with 
every testimony of the confidence of this Government. But how deep has 
been his ingratitude to his benefactor ; how unwarrantable his rebellion against 
the Company ! 

And what must be the resentmeht of the Company and* of the whole 
English nation, when they hear that a Raja so favored by them attempted the 
life and cut off the followers of that very Governor-General who had been to 
him the channel of their favor, and who, hearing of his foolish attempts at 
independence had trusted himself with slender guard in Benares hoping by his 
personal influence to recall the Raja to his duty, and to get him to assist the 
Company in the present war — a war very expensive to the Company hut which 
in its operation kept the dominions of the Raja in peace and prosperity. But 
when the Company and the nation are given to understand further that the 
said Raja has attempted by presents and promises to foment distrust and dis- 
affection among other zemindars dependent upon the Company, their wonted 
. mercy can have no excuse. Their orders must be strong and unalterable to 
punish in the severest, manner such examples of ingratitude and disaffection, 
and the same time to reward with the fullest favor those zemindars and others 
dependent upon our Government, who shew their steadiness and attachment 
upon the present occasion. 

. It will he observed at the same time by our superiors that if the Gov- 
ernor-General had been even harsh and unjust in his oonduofc to Cheyt Sing, 
that Raja ought to have submitted peaceably, and to have awaited the justice 
of the Company, who have to the knowledge of all Indostan done more than 
justice to other Rajas whom they supposed to have been too severely punished 
by their' servants, as in the case of .the present Raja of Tanjore. 


It is* in this manner that the Company and the English nation will judge 
of the conduct of Cheyt Sing, and issue their orders accordingly. 

In the same spirit of justice, we, their representatives, issue this proclama- 
tion and declare in the most solemn manner to all the rajas, zemindars, land- 
holders, and others dependent upon pur authority, that we shall -never sheath 
the sword until justice is done to the honor of the Company, and that of all 
England, attacked in the person of their Governor-General. . 

And further we take this opportunity to declare with equal truth and 
solemnity to all the rajas, zemindars, landholders, and others dependent upon 
our authority, that we never shall, while we manage the affairs of this country, 
permit the faith of the Company to be broken to any person, nor permit any 
of onr servants or agents to commit oppression, or make unjust exactions of 
revenue. 

The English, renowned over the earth for their good faith, have upon that 
principle towar.ds their- friends, as well as from their bravery against their 
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enemies, become the most powerful nation in the universe ; and we^ as their 
representatives in these provinces should be unworthy of our situation if we 
were less ready to support and reward the fidelity of those attached to our Gov- 
ernment than to punish those who attempt to insult it. 


The following circular letter is accordingly written with the Proclamation : — 

CIRCULAR. 

To the Chiefs, Collectors, and Military Stations. 

giE,, — We herewith transmit you copy of a Proclamation which we desire 

you will cause to be made public at the station 

Circular letter with the Proclamation. command. 


We are, &c.. 


POBT WlIiIilAM, 

The 3rd October 1781. j 


Port William, the 18th October 1781. 

At a CoTJNCli,, PRESENT ; 

Edward Wheler, Esquire. 

John MacPherson, Esquire. 

The Hon’bde the Govebnor-Generaii, absent on a visit to the 
Northern Provinces. 

Lieutenant-General Sib Byre Coote, absent on service at Fort 
St. George. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 11th instant. 


Mr. Wheler begs leave to inform the Board that he has been favored with 
s undry letters from the Governor-General since his arrival at Benares, most of 
t hem appearing as detached accounts of the various events that have happened 
subsequent to the 16th August, which was occasioned by interception <5 the 
dawk, Mr. Wheler judged it unnecessary to record them at the timft they 
came to hand, expecting a more particular narrative from the Governor-General 
of the various occurrences on which they treat i hut as it may he necessary at 
this time to furnish the Court of Directors with such particulars as yet come to 
hand, Mr. Whdler begs leave to record the following letters and to recommend 
that the letter dated the 29th September being a recital of the others, he copied 
and sent to the Court of Directors vid Port St. George. ^ 


The Governor-General, dated aith Angust 1781. 

. -^tten to you many letters all probably intercepted. I 

arrived the 14th at Benares. On- the 16th the Baja having been sent under an 
^est, a numerous body of armed men suddenly crossed attacked and massacred 
the whole p^ty which had him in custody, consisting of Lieutenants Stalker. 
Scott and Simes, and two companies of Major Popham’s Grenadier sepoys. 

SwLfZ? wittouti^tonoe. The Baja eseapedanJ&d 

to Luttefgar. On the 19th a large force returned to Bamnagar. Captain Blair 
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with his battalion and Captain Mayaffre with the remainder of Major Popham’s 
detachment were ordered to assemble for the attack of that place, and Major 
Popham to join and conduct the operations according to a concerted plan. 
The two corps having joined. Captain Mayaffre, the senior officer, without wait- 
ing for Major Popham, against orders, on the morning of the 20th marched 
precipitately into the narrow streets of the town wherein an instant he fell with 
Captain Doxatt and 33 rangers, and almost all the sepoys of Captain Blair’s 
battalion that had entered with himj; the rest of the detachment returned to 
Chunar with the loss of 2 guns, 1 howitzer, and 103 men of all denominations 
killed. I was in Benares with the broken remains of Major Popham’s first 
party, consisting of about 400 men, in a place incapable of defence even with 
equal numbers.. Preparations were making to attack me. I waited till the evening 
for a battalion ordered from Chunar to reinforce our party ; at 7 repeated 
intelligence arrived that the Raja’s boats were in motion ; no news had arrived 
of the battalion from Chunar. It was resolved to meet it and march with it 
to Chunar. The resolution was instantly carried into execution. We passed 
the battalion which returned and overtook us, and on the 22nd at daybreak we 
gained the bank of the river opposite to Chunar, having met no opposition. 
The detachment crossed on the morning of the 23rd. The Raja’s forces are 
divided between Ramnagar and Luttefgur. His family is at Bidjeygur. 
His fixed establishment exceeds 10,000 men and all his recruits bear arms. 
Major Popham is encamped on the plain east of the fort. I expect to be joined 
by .a regiment from Cawnpoor which are ordered for my guard at Lucknow. 
Lieutenant Polhill, with six companies of the Nabob’s guard, are at hand, and 
Major Moses Crawford’s battalions. My only distress is the want of money and is 
great. Baboo Oosan Sing, Hirbijey and his son, Nujepnarain, are with me. 

1 am, Sir, &c., 

Chttna-B, > 

The 27th August 1781. S 


JP.S . — Lieutenant Polhill is arrived. 


The Governor- General, dated Slst August 1781. 

giB,j — Enclosed are two copies of letters which I have had the honor to 
write to you. The first in duplicate from Benares and the last from this place. 
I doubt the possibility of the first having escaped the vigilance of the people 
who are stationed in every part of this zemindary to intercept my letter,s ; for 
the conveyance of this packet I shall trdst to a light boat which, with a strong 
west wind aiding the rapidity of the stream, will certainly pass without intercep- 
tion, if the fears of the dandees do hot-urge them to quit the boat. 

In the enclosed letters you will receive a corrected relation of the events 
which bad befallen me to the 27th instant, though purposely abbreviated in my 
last for the means of conveyance. 

The arrival of Lieutenant Polhill, whose activity cannot be too much 
applauded, has proved of very great service in freeing the communication with 
the opposite shore. Our greatest distress has been the want of money and pro- 
visions. The latter has been effectually removed, and with it the former in a 
degree, by the seizure of a large store of grain, made by Lieutenant Polhill 
yesterday morning in a village about three miles distant, information having 
been given me of it the preceding evening. He was opposed by a considerable 
body of the enemy supposed to consist of 160 horse, 3 companies of sepoys, and 
more than 2,000 matchlockmen and Gawarres or armed villagers, but they 
were repulsed and dispersed with some loss on their side, on ours none. The 
quantity of grain secured is estimated at 6,000 maunds, which in our situation, 
is a most important acquisition as we have every reason to apprehend a total 
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failure of our* supplies wlien the troops of this place are reduced, which they 
soon must be, to the complement of the garrison. Numbers are yet assemblmg 
to reinforce the defeated party of the enemy, and they have been strengthened 
by four guns from Ramnagar with the professed determination of mahing one 

more efiEort. 

I have received no answers to the letters which I have written diversely and 
repeatedly to Colonel Morgan, to Mr. Middleton, to Lieutenant-Colonel Ahmuty, 
and to Major James Crawford, to whom it escaped me in my last to inform you 
that I had sent orders to march to the borders of Bidjeygur ; but I have received 
a letter from Colonel Morgan written with a tnowledge of the late events and 
cannot doubt that his prudence will dictate to him the obvious necessity on an 
occasion of such emergency of sending a party to my relief without waiting for 
•jjjie formality of orders which he will tnow can with difficulty reach him. I 
have accounts, which I trust to as authentic, that Major Moses Crawford with 
his regiment is on the way and my later letters to !Mr. Middleton have been 
safely passed beyond the bodies of the zemindary. Upon the whole, I can venture 
to assure you that my situation is actually such as with the i-eservation of that 
influence which under every circumstances be allowed to fortune in the events 
attendant on a state of warfare, will warrant the expectation of an easy and 
complete success. 

Major Popham continues encamped on the plain lying to the. eastward of 
the fort where he will be strengthened by all the men that can be spared from 
t.liis garrison, and as soon as the preparations are completed for that service he 
will march to the attack of Ramhagar. 

In the meantime- 1 have not been inattentive, to our more remote con- 
cern which I shall reserve for a future, detail, and a more secure conveyaiiee. 

The Raja’s situation and the disposition of his forces, except the detachment 
which .is opposed to. Lieutenant Polhill, are much the same as they have been 
described in my last. 

. Hyder Peg Oawn has been some time arrived at Benares, but prevented 
from joining me by the destruction of the bridge laid over the Burna Nulla, on 
the lower bank of which he is encamped, and by the sudden great swell of the 
waters which has made it unfordable, yet I expect him soon, and his presence 
will afford me material service. I have ordered to be enclosed copies of Major 
Popham’s return of the loss sustained in the massacre of the 16th, of a letter 
which has been written me by Captain Spark, and the returns accompanying it, 
of the killed and wounded in the attack of Ramnagar on the 20th August, 
and of a letter from Captain Blair containing the particulars of that ill-fated 
enterprize, also a list of the gentlemen who were with me in Benares on the 21st 
and who’ accompanied me to this place. 

I cannot close this letter without testifying my satisfaction with Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Blair for his zea,l and attention, and for the alacrity with which 
he executed the orders sent to him, for the different movements of the detach- 
ments from his small garrison, and my entire reliance on the steady conduct 
and approved experience of -Major Pophain. 

■ My regrets for the past are personal. I shall ever retain the painful remem- 
brance of that scene of blood of which I have been too near a spectator, and 
which no future return of prosperity can ever efface from my mind, but in the 
prospect before me I think that I have every reason to expect the happiest termi- 
nation of it in the extension of the powers and influence of the Company, and that 
the past example may contribute to the permanency of both by prompting us to 
guard against the secret growth of the like evil which has produced it. ° 

I have the honor to be, 

CsunAB, ■) WARREN HASTINGS. 

3^e Slst August 1781. S • 
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Enclosed in tne Governor- General’s, 


Meview roll of tJte killed and wounded of a detachment of 
the 35th Jdegiment \of Sepoys on service at Benares, the 
16th August 1781, 



COIOCABD- 

ING- 

! Obbicee. 

SUBAEAES. 

Jemiadass. 

Havilbabs. 

Naies 

• 

Bbummees Ain> 
Fibers . 

Sepovs 

u 

35th Rbghwcetj’t, 

Isx BaTTAXiIOH, Gebitadieb 
COMPABV. 

1:5 

q> 

§ 

Killed, 

Wounded. 

tS} 

I S3 

1 *3 

U9 

a 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing, 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Killed. 

o 

•zs 

§ 

be 

1 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing, 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

bo 

9Q 

a 

Lieutenant A. Scott , 

1 


1 


1 



1 

3 


1 

4 


1 

X ! 


36 

35 


2nd Battalion, Lieutenant 
J. Synaes. 

1 

1 

1 



... 

... 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

... 


2 

... 

i 30 

39 1 


GBAHn Total 

2 


3 



2 



10 



8 



4 



140 



W. POPHAM, Major. 


Enclosed in the Governor- General’s. To tlie HON^BLB 'WaerEN HASTINGS, Governor- General. 

Hon’bIiE Sib,, — Inclosed I take the liherty of transmitting you returns of 
the killed and wounded in the action before Ramnagar the 20th instant, as given 
in by the oflBcers commanding the different corps under my command. I am 
sorry that several intervening accidents prevented my sending them sooner. 
The delay was owing to a desire of having it in my power to transmit the 
return as genuine as I possibly could. Those now enclosed you may depend 
on as authentic. 

I have the honor to he. 

Camp near PoIiWABt, \ T* SPAHK. 

The 20th August 1781. S . Captain. 


Meturn of the hilled and wounded of the Corps of Rangers, 


Killed, 
The Captain. 

1 Sergeant. 

1 Corporal. 

20 Privates. 


Wounded. 

1 Xiieutenant. 

1 Sergeant. 

1 Corporal. 

7 Privates. 

JOHN GB;EY, Lieutenant, 


Meturn of the MUed and wottnded of the Artillery Corps on the 20th August at the town of 

Ramnagar. 


Killed , 

Captain James Mayaffre. 
Matross John Thompson* 
,, John Johnson. 


Wounded, 

Liieutenant Charles Vernon. 
Matross John North. 

John Hielsey. 
Robert Walton, 


Lascars killed, 

Lascars wounded. 

C. VERNON, ’ 
Lieutenant of Artillery. 


-KT n Vrom not being able to find the zemindar tindal who had the lascars 
undefhfs comXid I have-not been able to ascertain for a certainty the numbers 
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killed and wounded as Lieutenant Vernon is wounded and unable to go about 
to make the proper enquiry. 

(The above memorandum written by Captain Spark but not signed.) 


Seturn of the hilled and wounded officers and sepoys attached to the 1st Battalion Companies 
35ih Begiment in the action of the 20th Angitst at JRamnagar,^ 


Killed, 
1 Havildar, 

9 Sepoys. 


Wounded, 

1 Subadar. 

2 Jemadars. 

1 Havildar. 

12 Sepoys. 


Total 10 


Total 16 


Camp Folwary, 

The 237'd August 1781, 


] 


Total killed and wounded 26. 

THOMAS SPARK, 

Commanding 1st Battalion, 35th Regiment. 


Buclosed in the Governor-General’s. To the Hon’bLE WaRKEN HASTINGS, HoTemor-General. 

Sir, — Captain Maya#re joined me and took the command of the detach- 
ment the' evening of the 19th instant. In the morning of the 20th at 7 o’clock 
we marched off from Chuta Mirzapore towards Hamnagar and entered the town 
by a street which would only admit of six files. W e had advanced about 100 yards 
when the enemy fired upon the line from the houses and from behind old walls 
Captain Doxatt’s corps with a three-pounder was in front of my battalion On 
^rang into another street he was opposed by a very considerable body of 'men 
He fired his gun, the only round of ammunition he had, and commmiecd the 
action with small arms. His Europeans in a few minutes were in confusion - mv 
grenadiers marched up close to their rear supported by the battalion : Captain 
Doxatt was soon after kiUed and the subaltern officer wounded, with EuroLans 
killed and wounded ; the subadar, two jemadars of my grenadiers, and manv of 
the men were at this time killed by the firing from the^ouses all ?ou?d 51 ?n 
possession of the enemy. Lieutenant Ball was wounded slightly in the le®- 
making his retreat with the few grenadiers with him, and in the side covering 

our retreat with the rear guard which Ke commanded. The lascars aXE^ro 
peans were so severely fired upon that they quitted their guns; the remainder 
of the grenadiers with such part of the battalion as could he brought up I put 

^ I would annoy thf Sy mLt 

About this time a message was brought me to retreat, which I did in the he^st 
manner the situation of the place would permit. I regained the hanks of the 
^ arms, the men joined as they could come up. Captain Mayaffre 
who was in the rear of my battalion with a gun, was ther^ killed, which I dM 

^ ^nderstapd he was shot a few minutes 
after the retreat commenced. Captain Spark’s, battalion had been 

about the time I was. As soon as possible we collected the mA-n ^ 

^We. They were tek£g poeeeeeion of a “ 

hoSSi°wUoh done"!’ He S® 

™ .early a rSftt 
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extra, anununition wliich. I bad brouglit witli me. Tbey were "brii^iiig tip gtms 
to fire Tipon the line when it was determined to march towards Chunar. About 
one o clock we began our march and reached the Jurgah Nulla about seven 
o clock with little or no loss, where we encamped for the night. I had the most 
exact intelligence of the numbers and situation of the' enemy from my hircarrahs, 
two of which returned soon after we marched. I sent to Captain Mayaffre 
and communicated the intelligence to him with my wish to avoid the narrow 
streets; he either did not trust the intelligence, or had reasons for his conduct 
which I am unacquainted with. I am confident in the opinion that our loss 
proceeds solely from our marching by the road we did. 

I have in my battalion 1 subadar, 2 jemadars, 2 havildars, and 1 naik 
killed ; the number of sepoys killed and wounded I have not yet been able to 
ascertain, but believe not less than one hundred. Captain Sparks has, I believe, 
lost about 20, Captain Doxatt and 20 men of his corps killed, 1 lieutenant and 
7 men wounded ; Captain Mayaffre and 2 men of his corps killed, and 1 lieutenant 
and 3 men wounded, besides lascars. 

I beg leave to assure you that I have every reason to be pleased with the 
conduct of the ofidcers and men of my battalion. I hope you will impute 
any mistakes in writing to my being exceedingly fatigued and my wish to have 
accounts transmitted without loss of time. 


Camp, 

The 81st August 1781. 


} 


I have the honor to be, &c., 
THOMAS BHAIH. 

A true copy, 

E. MAY, 

"Deputy Secretary. 


Return of the hilled and wounded of the 1st Battalion, 6th Regiment of Sepoys, 2nd Brigade, 
commanded by Captain Bhomas Blair in the action of 20th August '1781. 
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Lascars and artificers. 

i 

LASCA.BS. 

Smiths. 

Armourer. 

S' 

w 

Carpenter. 

Sail, maker. 

Chuckler, 

— 

1 

fS 

IS 

<o 

% 

cc 

Doolibs ahh 
bhistibs. 

1 

-S 

e-« 

Cosobs. 

i 

^ . 
1^ I 

s 

1 

Hammerman. 

Bearers, 

«? 

.£2 

§ 

Killed 

Wounded 

H issing , 


: 

3 

1 

1 

*■** 

1 

’ 

I 1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

I 

... 

1 

1 ^ 

2 





iV. B , — Three liircarrabs with the Camp equipage taken. 

THOMAS BLAIR, 


True Copy, 

E. MAY, 
Secretary. 


Covenanted Servants. 


Staff of the Governor-General. 


Li^t of 'Engluk gentlemen at Benares on the 21st August. 
The Governor-General. 

Mr. Sulivan. 

Mr. Anderson. 

Mr. Richard Sumner. 

Mr. Richard Johnson. 

Mr. Chapman. 

Mr. Hay. 

Mr. Grand. 

Mr. Markham. 

Mr. Colebrooke. 

Major Palmer. 

Captain Hogan. 

Lieutenant Anderson. 

Lieutenant Turner. 

Major White. 

Major Clark. 

Major Gardiner. 

Mr. Totty^ Surgeon to the Residency. 

Mr. Barnet, an inhabitant of Benares. 

Mr. Thomson, 

Mr. Bowers. 

Mr. Hodges. 

Major Popham. 

Captain Jonathan Scott. 

Lieutenant Hamilton. 

Lieutenant Birrell. 

Lieutenant Malcolm, 

Lieutenant Macleod. 

Lieutenant Wade. 

Lieutenant Calcraft. 

Lieutenant D^Esterre. 


On a visit at Benares. 


] 


In the family of the Governor-General. 


J Military officers on actual service. 


Lieutenant Evelyn. 
Lieutenant Campbell, 


On their way to 
Cawnpore since 
appointed to 
Major Popham^s 
detachment. 
Lieutenant Zoinvorker Grand. 

Lieutenant, Sands. ’ ‘ 

Surgeon and Ensign Laird. 
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gentlemen, of this catalogue accompanied the Goyernor-General to 
Gnunar except Mr. Barnet of whom there are no certain accounts. 

E. MAT, 

Deputy Secretary . 


The Governor-General, 4fch September 1781. 

Sir, — Yesterday morning Major Popham detached Captain Blair with his 
battalion and two companies of his own grenadiers and 2 guns (6-pounders) to 
attack the enemy collected at Pateeta ; they were prepared to receive him and 
made a very spirited resistance ; after a very long action the fortune of the day 
was^ happily turned in our favor by a bold but well-judged manoeuvre. Captain 
Blair detached his two grenadier companies to attack two guns which were 
posted on the flank, and galled his troops exceedingly. The attack succeeded 
and the two guns were turned on the enemy who were soon after totally routed. 
Captain Blair brought off three of their guns and spiked the fourth, the carriage 
of which was disabled ; he also brought away one of their tumbrils and all his 
own loaded with their ammunition, three more of their tumbrils with much 
loose powder were blown up on the field. Captain Blair having no means of 
bringing them away. He was obliged to leave about 1,600 of their shot piled in 
a village. The enemy^s numbers are reputed 8 or 9,000 men. Captain Blair 
judges them from appearance to be only 3,000 or 4,000 ; they were their prime 
men. Our loss, which I add with regret exceeds 105 killed and wounded, their’s 
must be proportionately more though unknown. It is remarkable that the 
enemy’s artillery and carriages made at Bamnagar are almost equal to ours ; their 
cartridges and port fires compounded with equal skill and their powder much 
better. This is the second instance in which the service is signally indebted to 
the collected and intrepid gallantry of Captain Blair ; other measures are due 
which cannot be noticed in this. The 1st, Colonel Morgan has despatched two 
regiments of sepoys, 40 artillerymen with Captain Hill, and two companies of 
European infantry ; they were at Allahabad the 2nd. Major Crawford is by 
accounts very near, and the Nabob but 20 coss distant on the 5th. 

Chtjnab, WARREN HASTINGS. 

The 4th September 1781. $ 


The Governor-General, 11th September 1781. 

giB,j — I have advised you in triplicate of the success gained by Captain 
Blair on the 3rd. It was dear but decisive ; with 660 men opposed more than 
4,000. He completely I'outed them, took all their guns (4), tumbrils (4), and 
ammunition immeasureable. Major Moses Crawford is at Dildarnagar, the mid- 
way between this and Baxar, there he remains till Major Popham moves. 
Yesterday morning Major Crabb with his detachment consisting of 100 Euro- 
pean infantry, 30 artillery, with Captain Hill and two regiments of sepoys 
arrived, and these were all transported on this side before the evening. Major 
Roberts with his regiment with .1^ lacks of rupees had passed Allahabad and is 
hourly expected. The Nabob Vizier, whose conduct I must in justice applaud, 
arrived this morning at his camp on the opposite side of the river, where I met 
him ; he proposes to cross and encamp, on this side with a small guard. His 
army would starve us. I hope Major Popham will be able to begin his opera- 
tions on the 14th at the latest and doubt not of speedy success. The Raja has 
made repeated overtures for peace, less humble in terms than in the mode, but 
I have declined to answer him or even to temporize. The example is dangerous 
and ought, even with hazard, to be checked in the first instance ; you will have 
heard and you will hear many false and alarming reports for the enemy invent 
and our own hiroarrahs exaggerate. Colonel Morgan has acted with a prompt- 
ness and decisioh which merits public thanks, and I with pleasure learn that all 
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the officers of the detachment shewed an eagerness equal to his. Colonel Morgan, 
appears to hare formed the resolution on the 29th. The troops were embarked 
on the Slst and they arrived in less than ten davs from Oawnpore. I avail 
myself of the vacant space to assure you that all will terminate well. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


The Governor-General, 20th September 1781. 

Sib, — I most heartily congratulate you on the success of our arms in the 
conquest of Pateeta, for the particulars of which I refer you to the enclosed 
letter from Major Popham. I understand that large reinforcements both from 
Xiutteefpoor and Ramnagar opposed him in the field. It was intended to attack 
both Pateeta and Lutteefpoor at the same time and the former by an instant 
assault. Major Crabb with a strong detachment appointed for the latter service 
marched on the night of the 16th by a large and as it has since appeared scarce 
practicable oircait towards a pass which lies behind or to the south of Lakepoor. 
A letter received this morning mentions his arrival on the plain which adjoins 
to the pass after a march of three days instead of one as was expected. It is 
the road to Bidyepur and said to be the repository of all the Nabob’s ammuni- 
tion. Major Popham marched at 2 the same night, nor did Ixe reach his 
ground with his whole line till 10 and then found the place too strong to 
attempt it without a regular approach and battering cannon. It fell at 6 
this morning. I regard this victory as a decisive turn of our public influence, but 
the greatest proportion of my joy is derived from the consideration that it was 
gained with little bloodshed, an advantage which I attribute as I expected it, to 
the superior skill and known composure nor less humanity of Major Popham. 
Major Crawford arrived here yesterday morning much harrassed but without 
loss or impediment on his way. 


Chitnar, 

The SOth September 1781. 


) 


I am, &c., 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


Bbab Sib, — I have the happiness to inform you we are in possession of 

Unclosed in the GoTernor-Generai’s. Pa teeta, and I believe with little loss. 

, , . , . When the enemy heard our attack a large 

body posted on the hills to the left of our rear made for the camp, but European 
grenadiers and light infantry whom I kept as a corps de reserve moved and totally 
routed them. Their cavalry at the same time made a motion with some 
infantry towards the right of our camp, on which a gun was sent throuo-h some 
high grass to our outpost, and by firing two or three rounds obliged them fly 
Could I have afforded a few sepoys from the camp, or had the cavalry done anyl 
thing, numbers of the runaways must have been destroyed. I just hear very few 
of our sepoys have been killed and not an officer hurt. The enemy has sustained 
great loss. 


Camp, 

The 20th September 1781 


.} 


I have the honor to be, Ac., 

WILLIAM POPHAM. 


The Governor-General, 22nd September 1781. 

. 20th, Major Crabb defeated and routed a body of the enemy 

in the plam above the pass of Sukroot; their loss was 160 men and three guns 
80*. 
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with much ammunition ; ours small. The Raja that evening fled from iiuiieel- 
poor. His men followed his example, and yesterday at noon Major Orabb took 
possession of the place, being totally deserted. I was yesterday in Major 
Popham s camp and visited the Port of Pateeta and its entrenchments ; they are 
both, contemptible, but in their actual state absolutely impregnable against 
an attack had they made any resistance. The fort though small is of stone 
with four towers, repairable rampart and towers, and a ditch, a great depth 
surrounding them, and the town itself guarded by an entrenchment extending 
far beyond it, and the space between the hills, rocks, and jungles almost impene- 
trable. At 1 ^o’clock we had the satisfaction to receive by a regular salute of 
21 guns the instant information of the possession of Lutteefpoor by Major 
Crabb. I have taken upon me to grant a private commission of Major to 
Captain Pane who commanded the grenadiers of the army and performed dis- 
tinguished service. I this instant receive an authentic confirmation of the 
above intelligence from Major Crabb. 

I am, &c., 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


P. S. — 23rd September — Yesterday at 2 r. M. Major Balfour took posses- 
sion of Ramnagar evacuated the evening before. I shall go to that place and 
Benares on the 2eth, the Vizier having fixed on the 26th for his departure. 


The Governor-General, 29th September 1781. 

Sir, — I have had the honor to inform you in various and successive letters 
of my transactions and of the occurrences which have befallen me since my 
departure from Calcutta, and especially since my arrival at this place on the 
14th of last month. It is my intention to employ the first hour of my leisure 
in drawing up a detailed narrative of the latter for your information. In the 
meantime I shall continue to advise you from time to time of such circumstances 
of moment as occur in the course of daily business, both for your information 
and for the means of obtaining your sentiments upon them for my assistance 
and guidance. I deem it a misfortune that not one of your letters, written with 
the knowledge of the late troubles, have reached me, and I much fear that many 
of mine may have miscarried, for which reason I shall cause to be transcribed 
copies of all written since the 16th of last month, and shall transmit them to 
you. 

Ijest my letters advising you of our late success should have been inter- 
cepted I think it proper to repeat in this the substance of them. 

The arrival of the detachment from Cawnpore under Major Crabb on the 
16th instant, and of Major Roberts on the 13th, enabled Major Popham to take 
the field with a considerable force. It was publicly expected that his first 
attempt would be made upon Ramnagar, but such information having been 
given of the state of the two fortresses of Lutteefpoor and Pateeta as seemed 
to promise the certain and immediate induction of those places, he accordingly 
formed bis army into two detachments, one commanded by Major Orabb, consist- 
ing of the 1st battalion of the 6th Regiment, the 7 th Regiment, the battalion of 
the Nabob’s Body-Guard, commanded by Lieutenant Polhill, with six 6-pounders, 
and one 6^ inch howitzer and the other under his own command, consisting of the 
19th, 30th, and 35th Regiments, two companies of European infantry, the corps 
of rangers, and about 30 artillery with six 6-pounders, two 8^ inch howitzer, and 
an 8-inch mortar. The first detachment marched on the night of the 16th 
by a large circuit through almost impracticable ways. But the spirit of the 
officers and men surmounted every difficulty. In places where the guns, could 
not be drawn by bullocks the sepoys lifted them up the rooks, and at length on 
the morning of the 26th they arrived at the heights lying behind and above 
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the Port of Lutteefpoor, at a place called Lora, which commands a pass descend- 
ing to Lutteefpoor and reputed inaccessible against opposition but from above. 
The profound secrecy with which this expedition was undertaken, and to which 
the security of the enemy in a region so unfrequented not a little contributed, 
prevented any opposition to our troops in the difficult parts of their route. 
Their first movement only but neither their strength nor destination was known 
till their very near approach. At Lora they met a body of 2,000 of the enemy 
which they defeated and dispersed with little loss on our side, but on theirs of 
200 men killed on the spot. The next morning they took possession of the 
pass and of the Port of Lutteefpoor which they found evacuated. 

In the meantime Major Popham marched with his part of the forces on 
the morning of the 16th to Pateeta, a place inconsiderable in itself being a 
fortified stone house within a very high rampart and ditch of great depth, and 
the town which is of great extent surrounded by entrenchments. These being 
all obscured | from observation by trees and thick bushes he judged it not 
advisable to attempt an immediate assault upon the place, which fortunately 
proved the cause of a concurrent success on both enterprizes almost in the same 
instant of time, for in the morning of the 20th he stormed and took Pateeta, at 
the same time defeating and dispersing two bodies of the enemy that made an 
attempt on his camp. And on the same day, and on the , same hour. Major 
Crabb fought and gained the battle of Lora which was the immediate and 
eventual cause of the capture of Lutteefpoor. 

The news of these combined successes alarmed the Raja to such a degree 
that he instantly fled by a distant route over the hills from Lutteefpoor, which 
till that time had been his capital residence, regaining the road of Bidjeygur, 
the only direct way to it being through the pass abovementioned. 

The consternation of his followers was so great and its contagion so rapid 
that in a few hours the Port or Palace of llamnagar and the Portress of Suttees- 
gur were wholly abandoned and evacuated. 

Major Balfour marched on the 22nd and took possession of Ramnagar. 

On the morning of the 25th I parted from the Nabob who set out on that 
afternoon on his return to the capital. It is but justice to the Nabob to declare 
that on the first intelligence of these troubles, notwithstanding my repeated and 
pressing injunction to return to Lucnow, he prosecuted his march to Benares 
with only a few companies of sepoys and 100 horse at that time attending him, 
and has in every other instance given the strongest proofs of his fidelity and 
attachment. In the evening I departed from Chunai', and on the next morning 
ai'rived at Ramnagar. My stay there being unnecessary, and it having been 
represented to me that my presence at Benares would be a means of quieting 
the minds of the inhabitants, I accordingly returned hither yesterday morning, 
and had the happiness to find the city restored to a state of perfect order and 
tranquillity. 

I have issued proclamations offering pardon to all who shall quietly return 
to their obedience excepting the persons of Oheyt Sing and his brother Sujan 
Sing, whom their late rebellious conduct and their rancour manifested to our 
natibn in the deliberate murder of many of our soldiers and even unarmed 
passengers who had the misfortune to fall into their hands have precluded 
from every title to mercy. 

The persons standing next in the line of inheritance of the zemindary were 
Ranny Golaub Koower, the widow of Raja Balwant Sing, their daughter 
married to Baboo Dirbijey Sing and Baboo Mehipnarain, their grandson, by 
the two latter. By the concurrence of the two first parties, and in consequence 
of a Avritten acknowledgement made by the Ranny of the right of her grandson 
Mehipnarain, I have nominated him to the succession of the Rauge and have 
appointed the morning of tomorrow for his investiture. 

I have forborne any particular comments in this place, reserving them 
where they will be more properly introduced, for my detailed narrative, yet I 
cannot suppress without a violence to my own feelings the testimony which is 
doe especially from me to the unexampled zeal and public spirit of all our 
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ofiBcers, and tlie wonderful activity with which these qualities were displayed on 
the late occasion. I have already acknowledged the early exertions which 
were made hy Captain Blair during my former short and calamitous residence 
at Benares. Of IMajor Popham I cannot say sufl&cient to express my sense of 
his services.^ Though my letters were every where intercepted. Colonel Morgan, 
with a decision and solicitude that reflect equal credit upon his character, 
detached Major Crahb with his party to my assistance. On the first and instant 
rumour of my situation Colonel Sir John Cumming with the like alaprity 
obeyed the order of his march to Cawnpore, as did Colonel Ahmuty in the 
inamediate despatch of Major Crawford and the troop of cavalry. The same 
spirit animated every ofiBcer of every corps and infused itself into the men 
under their command with an effect so far exceeding the common occurrences 
of human affairs, that in the complete space of one month this great and valu- 
able province, which had been unexpectedly and wholly lost, was in substance 
wholly recovered to the British Empire. 

I have the honor to be, &c.. 


Benaues, 

The 29th September 1781 


.} 


WAB.IIEN HASTINGS. 


!P.S. — As an opportunity is early expected at Fort St. George of Sunday des- 
patolies to the Hon’ble Court of Directors, resolved that a general letter of this 
date be written to them from both departments, and that copies of the Governor- 
General’s details of his transactions be sent numbers in the packet for their 
more particular information. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 29th October 1781. 

Monday. At a Oottnoii-, present : 

Edward Wheder, Esqdtre. 

John Macpherson, Esquire. 

The Hon’blb the Governor-General, absent on a visit to the 
Northern ^Provinces. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Etre Coots, absent on service at Fort 
St. George. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings of the ^Snd instant. 


Bead the following letters from the Governor-General with the enclosure in the first of 
them 

The Governor-General, 13th October 1781. 

Sir, — I have the pleasure to transmit to you enclosed for the information 
of the Board copy of a letter which I have this instant received from Mr. 
Middleton. 

I have the honor to be, &e., 

Benares, W’ABKiEN HASTINGS. 

The 13th October 1781. > 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Middleton. 

Sib, — I have just had the pleasure to learn by an express from Colonel 

Hannay that Major Naylor with his regi- 
Enciosed in the Govomor-Generai’a. nient yesterday moming attacked and 
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totally defeated a body of upwards of 10,000 rebels wbo had assembled, and 
were marching with an intention to attack the Colonel’s force at Sackre:^ last 
night. This success will have given an immediate check to that event of 
rebellion and dissatisfaction, which I am concerned to say, has for some time 
prevailed almost universally throughout the Vizier’s dominions, and most parti- 
cularly in those parts under Colonel Hannay’s superintendence. 

I am with the highest respect, &C.4 

XiUCKNOw, Nath. MIDDLETON. 

The 9 th October 1781 . $ 

A true Copy, 

E. MAY, 

Deputy Secretary. 


The Governor-General, ISth October 1781. 

SiH, — I beg leave to introduce through you to the notice of the Board an 
instance of zeal and attachment to our Government, which from the peculiar 
circumstances under which it was exhibited, merits both a place on our records 
and a public and warm acknowledgement. 

It will be remembered that a principal object of my journey to the pro- 
vinces was to obtain and facilitate an interview at Benares with Dewagur Pundit, 
the Minister of Baja Moodajee Boosla, for the purpose of effecting a final 
adjustment of the political concerns of our Government and that of Berar. 
The death of Dewagur Pundit, the news of which reached me two days before 
my arrival at Benares, and which I repeat with the most sensible concern, dis- 
appointed all the hopes which I had conceived of forming by his means a solid 
and permanent aUianee with the Court of Berar. 

I was attended on my journey from Calcutta by Beneram Pundit, the 
Vakeel of Moodajee Boosla, and his brother, Bissumbar Pundit. The Vakeel, 
during his long residence with me in that capacity, had given me constant proof 
of a sincere disposition to promote the interests of our Government whilst he 
exerted himself to advance those of his master. 

When I retreated from Benares Beneram Pundit and his brother, upon the 
first intelligence of my departure, followed and attended by a single servant 
joined me on the march resisting all my entreaties and even injunctions to 
return to Benares where .their whole family resided, and where they might 
have remained in perfect ease and security. 

On my arrival at Chunar I found myself in great and immediate distress 
for money ; the troops were some four, and others five months in arrear ; and as 
Cheyt Sing had the country on all sides at his devotion, I had not the smallest 
prospect of obtaining supplies until the motions of our troops from difFerent 
quarters should open a communication. It was with difidculty that I found 
means to raise so small a sum as 2,600 rupees to distribute among the sepoys 
for their pressing necessities. • I must add, though foreign from any immediate 
subject, that the sepoys bore their distress without expressing the least im- 
patience Under them. 

Being accustomed from my experience of the interest which Beneram 
Pundit had always taken in the success of our affairs, and as a kind of acknow- 
ledgement of it to treat him with a greater freedom of communication than other 
persons in his situation, I casually mentioned to him without any expectation 
or thought of obtaining any relief from him the difBLoulties under which I 
labored for the want of present subsistence. He instantly and with som6 ea^'er- 
ness replied that his family at Benares were in possession of a lack of rupees 
collected in specie, of which he made me the instant offer, proposing that a 
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battalion of sepoys sbould be sent to receive and bring it away, bis brother at 
the same time offering to accompany the escort and to deliver the money. I 
thankfully accepted the offer, and should have adopted the mode which they 
recommended for bringing away the money had I not been fearful of exposing 
their family to the vengeance of Oheyt Sing, and as my Dewan had been left at 
Benares I hoped by his means to procure the treasure to be transported to 
Ohunar, and received their order for the delivery of it to him. But in this 
expedient I was disappointed, for the Dewan was so concealed that my letter 
could not reach him, and Gopaul Dass, the banker, through whose agency the 
intended plan was to be effected, was about the same time apprehended and 
carried a prisoner to Lutteefpoor where the Baja resided ; neither could I at 
that time devise any other contrivance to avail myself of assistance which had 
been thus generously pressed upon me. When I returned to Benares, Beneram 
Pundit renewed the same tender, and although my distress for money was not 
then equal in any degree to that which had before prompted Tiityi to make it, 
I agreed to accept it, willing to furnish an incontrovertible proof of his sincerity 
in the first offer, and to strengthen the testimony which I have herein given of 
his steady attachment to Government. 

The whole sum amounting to one lack of Benares sicca rupees was received 
between the 30th September and 1st October. I have granted to Beneram 
Pundit a bond for the same at the usual rate of interest and in the usual form 
except that it has only my signature to it. I hope and request that the Board 
will be pleased to confirm it. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

Benares, ■) WARBEN HASTINGS. 

The 13th October 1781. S 


Agreed that the bond granted by the Governor- General to Beneram Pundit, 
for one lack of Benares sicca rupees borrowed of him, be confirmed, and ordered 
that notice be accordingly given to the Accountant-General and Sub-Treasurer. 


Read another letter and enclosure as follows from the Governor-General 
The Governor-General, 18th October 1781. 

Gentlemen, — I attribute it to official omission that the arrival of Mr. 
Maopherson and his taking his seat at the Board has not been notified to me, 
and as I have received private information which leaves no doubt of this 
agreeable event, I shall not wait until it may be announced to me in form, but 
consider Mr. Maopherson as a Member of Administration, and address the Board 
accordingly. 

I huve truest satisfaction in congratulating Mr. Maopherson on his arrival, 
and the Board on the acquisition of a member of whom a long and intimate 
personal acquaintance enables me to pronounce that he is by abilities, integrity, 
and disposition eminently qualified to assist and support his colleagues in the 
present arduous conjuncture, and to cultivate and impi'ove that harmony in our 
Council so necessary to the reputation and success of our Government. 

The Resident here has communicated to me a copy of a proclamation sent 
him from the Board with their orders to publish it. 

As the proclamation is circular and some matters not applicable to the 
state of these districts, I apprehend it has been transmitted to Mr. Markham 
by mistake. 

I observe with great pleasure that the general tenor of the Board’s procla- 
mation coincides with that which I have issued, but as it was written before inform- 
ation of the actual state of affairs here could be communicated to them, it contains 
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some declarations wliioli miglit tend to weaken tke influence of the new B/ajaj 
which I have taken great pains to establish as the most certain means of restor- 
ing and preserving the peace and tranquillity of the country. I have ^therefore 
desired the Besident to postpone the publication of it until he receives your 
further orders, and I hope you will agree with me in revoking that which he has 
received for its publication. 

Xou will easily believe that nothing less than an apprehension of public 
inconveniences could induce me to suppress a proclamation so honorable to my 
character, and so flattering to my feelings. The liberal and generous^ support 
which the Board have herein afforded me, and their strong testimony in favor 
of my conduct, inspires me with the strongest sentiments of gratitude and affec- 
tion, is an ample recompense for the painful scenes which I have gone through, 
and the best encouragement to my further exertions for a happy termination of 
the troubles which we have so unexpectedly experienced. 

It will appear to have been framed at a time when my communication 
with the Board was known to he obstructed, and issued without my participation. 
It will therefore have the happy effect of proclaiming to the world the harmony 
of sentiment and decision which prevails in our Council, and cannot fail to 
strengthen the influence and credit of our Government beyond any other prin- 
ciple which could operate on the public opinion. 

In my letter of the 29th ultimo I advised you that Mehipnarain, the 
grandson of the late Baja Bui want Sing, was to be invested with the Bauge and 
zemindary of Benares the next day. This was performed accordingly and the 
new Baja was proclaimed with great form and solemnity. 

As a great number of persons were present at the ceremony, and I knew 
that reports were industriously and invidiously propagated to induce a belief of a 
reconciliation with Oheyt Sing, I thought it absolutely necessary, in order to 
obviate the consequences which would ensue from any prospect of an accom- 
modation to declare publicly that Oheyt Singh and his brother, Sujan Sing, by 
their treachery and rebellion had forfeited the protection of our Government, 
and that I never would consent to the restoration or re-admission in any form 
of either of them or any of their descendants either to the Bauge, zemindary, or 
any kind of authority, nor to any conditions of pardon for their lives or fortune. 

Previous to this event I had issued a proclamation of which I now enclose 
you a copy, and must request your indulgence for not having transmitted it 
sooner, in which my intention has been prevented by the number of objects 
which have required my immediate and personal attention. 

I purpose to forward to the Board with all possible despatch a succinct 
narrative of transactions from my arrival at Benares. This will also contain 
many other matters which ought in the regular order of business to have 
been reported to the Board at the time in which they passed, but for the above 
circumstances have been delayed. 

It is a very flattering reflection to me that my sentiments and proceedings 
have been exactly conformable to those of the Board in a situation of great diffi- 
culty and delicacy, and at a time when I could not obtain the advantage of their 
counsel, as it is a circumstance which will convey to the world the clearest 
conviction of the rectitude of my intentions and the propriety of my conduct. 

1 have the honor to be, &e., 

Benares, WABBEN HASTINGS. 

The 18th October I78h S 


Be it known to the zemindars, aumils, ryots, and all the inhabitants of the 

Enclosed in tbeGoreruor-Genei^i’s. Zemindary of Benares, &0., that whereas 

Baja Oheyt Sing by many acts of rebel- 
lion and perfidy and the murder of a number of English ofdcers, sepoys, 
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8.iid. othsr dependents on tlie Grovernment of tlie Company wlio were unarmed, lias 
totally forfeited his right to the Zemindary of Benares, «fee., and become ame- 
nable to the justice of the Company. It is therefore made known and proclaimed 
that Oheyt Sing and his brother, Sujan Sing, and their descendants have from 
this period no further right or interest in the zemindary of the said province, 
and all the zemindars and ryots are required to withhold their obedience and 
submission from him otherwise they will be punished accordingly : And whereas 
by sedition of Cheyt Sing this country has fallen into confusion and alarm, 
assurances of protection are hereby given to the zemindars and other inhabit- 
ants of this country, and they are invited to repair to their former places of 
residence and resume their usual occupations in perfect security : And lest any 
should entertain apprehensions on account of their misdemeanours, it is declared 
that the past offences of all the inhabitants of this country who shall conform 
to this order are pardoned. ^Further, every zemindar and aumil who shall within 
the space of one month repair to the presence of the Q-overnor-General or 
Major William Popham, Commander of the forces in the field, and make their 
submission shall be pardoned, and such as on account of the distance of the 
road or any other valid reasons cannot attend in person must send their vakeels 
for this purpose with proper credentials ; but be it known that the persons of 
Baja Cheyt Sing and his brother, Sujan Sing, are excepted from this pardon and 
the town of Gopygunge, of which the inhabitants have been particTolarly active 
in this rebellion and have committed many acts of sedition and even bloodshed 
on many of the dependents of this Government, shall be destroyed and the 
inhabitants thereof punished, on a due inquiry into their crimes. Such persons 
as availing themselves of these troubles shall have plundered and oppressed the 
inhabitants of the City of Benares, and such as shall have committed murder on 
peaceable passengers, shall be rendered accountable for the same in the due 
course of justice. 


JB . — The above is a true copy of the proclamation made public in the 
Persian language at Benares on the 29th September 1781. 

E. MAY, 
Sub‘Secretary . 


Read the following letter and enclosures from the Sub-Secretary : — 

The Sub-Secretary, 13th October 1781. 

Sib, — I have the honor to obey the Governor- General’s directions in for- 
warding to you the enclosed letter from Major William Popham to the Hon’ble 
Board. 

I have the honor to be, &e., 

E. MAY, 

Sub- Secretary to the Son^ble Soard. 


Genxi<bmbn, — The want of 

the Sub-Secretary*s, 9th October 


commuxiicatioii some time, and tlie great 

Enclosed in the Sub-Seoretary’s, 9th October hurry of Operations sinco, have liitberto 
1781 . prevented me from doing my self the 

honor of acquainting you of the proceedings of this detachment which I hope 
you will excuse. 


The Governor- General, on the rebellion of Raja Oheyt Sing, was pleased to 
order me to take the command of the troops destined to act against him, which 
consisted (after being some time in the collection) of the grenadiers and light 
infantry of the 2nd Kegiment of Europeans, the corps of foreign rangers, a 
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detaoliment of artillery of forty-nine Europeans, and a battalion and half of 
lascars commanded by Captain Hill, with two eighteen-pounders, an eight-inch 
mortar, two eight-inch howitzers, two five-and-half howitzers, and ten six- 
pounders ; the 1st battalion of the 6th Regiment, the 7th, 19th, 30th, and 35th 
Regiments of Sepoys, and five hundred of the Vizier’s Body-Guard commanded 
by Xiieutenat Polhill who had also two guns, five-and-half pounders. 

The Raja with an army of near thirty thousand irregular troops had 
posted himself with the main body in and aboui the Eort of Lutteefpoor environed 
on all sides by high hills and thick jungles. On one face a strong entrench- 
ment was thrown up fianked with towers on which were mounted some cannon. 

Pour of his principal sardars, with about five thousand foot and one thousand 
liorse, were stationed at Pateeta, a small but strong fort equally advantageous in 
point of situation and natural strength as liutteefpoor. There also were strong 
entrenchments at the edge of the juDgle in which the enemy encamped. 

It being determined to cut off if possible the Raja’s retreat to Bijyegnur, 
Major Crabb was ordered with his regiment the 1st Battalion of the 6th and 
Lieutenant Polhill’s corps, with four six-pounders, through the hills to a pass 
at the back of Lutteefpoor, with directions to wait there the success of that 
part of the detachment under my command ; also to destroy a quantity of ammu- 
nition and stores which was said to have been in a town on the road. 

I marched from Ohunar on the 16th ultimo as did Major Orabb, and on 
my arrival at Pateeta found it necessary to erect a battery for the eighteen- 
pounders, which being done proper breaches were effected on the 19th and in 
the morning of the 20th the place was stormed by the native grenadiers of the 
line under Captain now Major Lane, supported by the 30th and 2nd Battalion 
of the 35th Regiment, the whole commanded by Major Roberts, who succeeded 
in this attack with very little opposition. The enemy not only fled from their 
entrenchments but evacuated the fort in the greatest confusion leaving all 
their cannon behind. The want of cavalry on our side pccasioned their effecting 
the escape of their baggage which had been moved out of their entrenchments 
some days before. 

The behavior of the officers and men on this occasion will appear from a 
copy of the Governor- General’s orders issued immediately after, which I have 
enclosed for your perusal. 

Major Orabb the same morning defeated a considerable body of the enemy’s 
troops who were advantageously posted to intercept his progress. These two 
victories so alarmed the Raja that he left Lutteefpoor in the greatest confusion, 
which was immediately plundered by his own troops, all of whom except about 
two thousand five hundred fled to their several homes. 

The Raja by an unfrequented route reached Bijyeghur the next morning ; 
but after having given some instructions to the killadar, left his family in the 
place and fled to Agowree, a fort upon the Soane close to the borders of his 
own district, with a quantity of treasure said to amount to a crore of rupees on 
elephants and camels. 

Major Moses Crawford with his regiment and Captain Salt’s troops joined 
me the 21st. Major Orabb on the 22nd marched into Lutteefpoor, and there 
being no further services for Major Roberts’ regiment, the 1st battalion of 
the 6th, Lieutenant Polhill’s corps, and the eighteen-pounders, they were sent to 
Chunar, there to wait the Governor- General’s orders. Major Balfour on the same 
day took possession of Ramnagar without opposition. 

On the 24th, the detachment moved towards Lutteefpoor, and on the 29th 
arrived before this place, where such dispositions have been made as will, I hope, 
make it a speedy acquisition. The fort is in good repair with a wall and 
towers verging close to the steep of the highest hill I have ever seen in this 
country. 

Major James Crawford with his corps and one battalion is at present 
detached in pursuit of the Raja who has left Agowree and fled further off with 
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intentions to take protection, in Bundelkhund. So much time has unavoidably 
been given him to escape that I have little hope of his falling into our hands. 
Major Crawford has placed a garrison in Agowree which was evacuated on his 
approach. 


I have the honor to be, &e.. 

Camp near BurEGHUE, ^ WILLIAM POPHAM. 

The 9th October 1781. J 


Orders by the Governor-General. 

The Governor-General, having himself had an opportunity of surveying 
the entrenchments and Port of Pateeta, desires to publish to the Army the sense 
which he entertains of the zeal and abilities of Major Popham in planning so 
difiS-Cult an attack, and of the great good conduct of Majors Roberts and Gardiner 
and the rest of the officers of the detachment for their assistance in the execu- 
tion of it. 

The Governor- General expresses his particular satisfaction at the firm and 
intrepid behavior of the grenadiers under the the command of Captain Lane, 
to whose gallant example, followed and supported by the steady courage and 
discipline of the rest of the troops it may be principally attributed that a place 
of such great strength has been reduced almost without loss. 

The Governor-General in testimony of the merit and conduct of Captain 
Lane promotes him to the rank of Major by brevet. 

Chttnab, \ WILLIAM PALMER, 

The 23nd September 1781. > Military Secretary. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 12th November 1781. 

Monday. At a ConNorL, present: 

Edward Whedbr, Esqtjirb, 

John Macpherson, Esquire. 

The Hon’ble the Governor- Gbnbrad, absent on a visit to the 
Northern Provinces, 

Lieutenant-Genbrad Sir Exre Ooote, absent on service at Port 
St. George. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 5th instant. 


Bead the following letter and enclosure from the Governor-General : 

The Governor- General, 29th October 1781. 

To Edwakd WheIiEE, Esq., &c., and Council, Port William. 

Gbntdemen,— I lose not an instant in transmitting to you a copy of a letter 
which I have received from Colonel Muir conveying to m.e the agreeable account 
of his having concluded a peace with Mahadajee Scindia, and m con^a u- 
lating you most heartily on this happy event. I had the honor of ^qua^ing 
the Board in my letter of the 22nd instant with the advances which had been 
made by the Pateel for a treaty with us, and with the orders whmh I had sent 
to Colonel Muir to enter into it, and shall very soon do myself the pleasure of 
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writing to you again particularly on tlie subject, and of transmitting to you the 
treaty which has been concluded, together with the explanations promised in 
Colonel Muir’s letter as soon as I receive them from him. 

I have the honor to be, 

With the greatest regard and esteem, &c., 

Benae-es, ■) WABE/EN HASTINGS. 

The 29fJb October 1781- ) 


Colonel Muir to the Governor-Oene- Copy of letter from COLONBL GkAIXQEK MuIE, to the 

ral, dated aoth October. Hon^ble the Governor-General, dated 20th October 1781. 

Sib, — I have the pleasure to inform you that the treaty between our Gov- 
ernment and Scindia is finally concluded and sealed entirely consonant to the 
instructions you honored me with, an interchange of which in counterpart was 
duly executed this morning. Copy and translate with many other particulars 
of my last negotiations with the Pateel I am prevented the pleasure of laying 
before you by the despatch owing to Captain Eord’s indisposition, who is 
returned from the Mahratta camp with so severe a fever as renders him totally 
incapable of business ; and as all the papers relating to this negotiation are in 
his charge, I must wait an intermission of his fever to allow him not only 
to superintend tbeir being copied, but to explain many other particulars 
entrusted to his management on his deputation to the Pateel. This opportunity 
will, I hope, be afforded me tomorrow. 

I have the honor to inform you that I have withdrawn the regiment from 
Qualaras, and I shall march my detachment tomorrow morning, and intend 
proceeding to Etyah, where I mean to cross the Jumna, unless I receive your 
orders to the contrary ; and as I have not as yet been honored with your 
instructions regarding the destination of the troops under my command, I beg 
leave to entreat you will be pleased to favor me with your commands on this 
head as soon as convenient, as I am particularly desirous to have them before I 
cross the Jumna. 

I am sorry to inform you that my discovery of the Bana’s conduct of late 
amounts to a positive proof of his infidelity to our Government ; he has been 
carrying on private negotiations with the Pateel (without any regard to his 
engagements with the Company) replete with the clearest intention to betray 
us and sacrifice our interests to his own private views. Upon this circumstance 
coming to my knowledge I positively refused concluding any treaty with the 
Pateel until an attested copy of the proposed or executed treaty between them 
should be lodged in my possession. This copy I have with great difficulty pro- 
cured with Bappoa Sivajee’s seal affixed, duplicate of which I shall have the 
pleasure to enclose you in my next despatch. 

I shall further only beg leave to add that should you have any co mma nds 
for me in bringing the Bana to account for any balance he may owe the Com- 
pany or any other business, it will be necessary to transmit them so as to meet 
me before I quit his country, and that period cannot exceed the 6th of the 
ensuing month. With perfect respect and esteem. 


I have the honor to be, &c.. 

Camp neab Sessai, i q ]y;xjiB:,. 

The 80th October 1781. | 

A true copy, 

E. MAY, 

, Sub- Secretary to the Son*ble 
Governor-General and Council. 
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Read another letter as follows from the Governor-General : 

Governor-General, 1st November 1781. 

Gentiembn,— Having thought it necessary to establish courts of judicature 
for the protection of the persons and property of the inhabitants of Benares I 
now do myself the honor to lay before you a copy of the plan on which these 
courts are formed, 

I shall proceed to submit to you the reasons which have given rise to 
this plan and flattered myself that they will induce you to honor it with your 
concurrence and approbation. 

The Town of Benares has long been deficient in all these regulations which 
in populous places are necessary for the preservation of peace and order and 
the protection of the property and persons of the inhabitants. 

Whilst, however, the sovereignty over it was retained by the Subah of 
Oude, some appearance of public justice was still preserved, and the awe of a 
despotic Prince produced restraints on the minds and actions of individuals 
which bore a resemblance however faint to the effects of more regular 
perfect institution. But these restraints ceased with the cause which produced 
them. By the treaty made by the Nabob Asaf-ud-Dowlah on the 21st May 
1775, the sovereignty of Benares was ceded to the Company, and soon after 
the cotwalli or superintendence of police was foi’mally made over by us to 
the late Baja. 

Prom this period the appearance of public justice was gradually effaced, 
till at last without any system of police, any courts of judicature, or any awe 
of the sovereign power, the inhabitants of Benares were guilty of enormities 
and crimes which reflected the greatest disgrace on the government to which 
they were subjects. The relations and dependants of the Baja or the merchants 
whose credit was useful in the payment of his revenue might violate the 
rights of their fellow citizens with impunity, and the sacred character of a 
Brahmin or the high rank of the offender were considerations which stamped 
a pardon on the most flagitious crimes. 

Such was the state in which I found the civil government of the town 
when I arrived at Benares. All ranks of people joined in their representation 
and of the necessity of a reformation, and these appeared the more necessary 
from a consideration of the circumstances which are peculiar to Benares. Its 
temples are held in particular veneration by the professors of the Hindoo 
religion who flock to it on occasional pilgrimages from the most remote parts 
of Hindostan, and many who have acquired independent fortunes retire to 
close their days in a place so eminently esteemed for its sanctity. It may 
therefore rather be considered as the seat of the Hindoo religion than the 
capital of a province. But its inhabitants are not composed of Hindoos. 
The former wealth which flowed into it from the offerings of pilgrims, as well 
as the transactions of exchange, for which its centrical situation is peculiarly 
adapted, has also attracted numbers of Mahomedans who still continue to reside 
in it with their families. Amongst such a mixture of persons, mostly without 
.employment, of different countries and of different sects and religions, it is 
obvious that every defect of civil government must be productive of more 
than ordinary evils, and these evils are propogated in all quarters of India to 
the discredit of our Government and to the hinderance and discouragement of 
those who, under more favorable circumstances, might wish to repair with their 
wealth to Benares. 

Bor these reasons, after my return from Chunar when I began to settle 
the affairs of this province, the reformation of the civil government of the 
Town of Benares was one of the first objects to which I thought it necessary 
to turn my attention. The plan which I have formed is now submitted 
to your consideration. You will observe that I ha^ve established three distinct 
departments for the police and the civil and criminal jurisdiction, and I have 
put the whole under the regulation and oontroul of one chief, magistrate, who 
is to be subject to the immediate orders of the Board. It was at first my in- 
tention to have included also under his authority the collection of the revenues 
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and customs of tlie town ; but I found that this would give great discontent 
to the new Raja and might, perhaps, hurt his influence in the management 
of the revenues of the rest of the province. I have therefore left it 
out. At the same time I am sensible that it is a defect which may occasion some 
inconveniences from the clashing of the authorities of the Raja and the Chief 
Magistrate. 

The person whom I have chosen to fill this important station of Chief 
Magistrate is Ally Ibrahim Cawn, a man who has long been personally known 
to myself, and, I believe, to many individuals of our Government, and whose 
character for moderation, disinterestedness, and good sense will bear the tests of 
the strictest enquiry. On his good conduct must doubtless in a great measure 
depend the success of a plan which is to take effect at so remote a distance 
from the seat of our Government, and it ip chiefiy from the reliance I have in 
him personally, that I have ventured to delegate a degree of authority to him, 
which it would perhaps be unsafe to vest in a person of less established 
character. 

In forming the establishment, I have calculated the allowances of the Chief 
Magistrate and his officers in proportion to the importance and degree of trust 
annexed to their several employments, and I have fixed them at such rates as 
will set them above the necessity, and I hope the temptation of having recourse 
for a subsistence to the practices of corruption. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

Benares, ") WARREN HASTINGS. 

The 1st November 1781. ) 


COPY. 


Whereas the Town of Benares is and has been for many years past totally 
deficient in every essential regulation usually established in all large and popu- 
lous places for the maintenance of peace and the security of the persons and 
property of their inhabitants : And whereas the said place is the fixed residence 
or occasional resorts of persons of all religions from every part of Hindustan 
and Hekkan, and in effect rather the capital seat of the religion of the Hindus 
than of the territory to which it immediately appertains ; and from that consi- 
deration alone demands a more immediate protection and attention from the 
powers of Government : for these reasons the Governor-General, in virtue of 
the powers vested in hina by the Governor-General and Council and in the 
name of the East India' Company, doth hereby ordain and proclaim that a 
person shall be invested with the chief magistracy of the said town with full 
and complete authority over every person, inhabitant, or resident therein for 
the preservation of the peace and administration of justice, with the title of 
Chief Magistrate of the said Town of Benares. 


And it is further ordained and proclaimed that to enable him duly to 
execute the said duties so assigned him three officers as hereinafter described 
shall be established in the manner and with the powers hereinafter mentioned : 


First. A Cutwall whose duty it shall be to apprehend persons who sbalT 
be guilty or accused of murder, robbery, burglary, theft, or any other acts of 
violence against the peace, persons, or property of the people, committed in the 
Town of Benares and to deliver over the said person to the Court of Criminal 
Justice hereinafter appointed and described, and to suppress and prevent all 
riots dud disturbances in the said town with the powers of inflicting immediate 
puni^ment with stripes of a rattan, not exceeding twenty, on any offender for 
which purposes as aforesaid a certain number of pykes or peons in monthlv 
pay, and distinguished by certain known badges shall be put under his charo-e 
and authority by the Chief Magistrate to patrol the streets at such times as 
he shau Womt, and to he occasionally employed in executing the other service 
ox his office. And the said Cutwall shall receive his appointment from the 
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Chief Magistrate, who shall also have the power of dismissing him and appoint- 
ing anoth^, and of dismissing any of the officers employed tinder him. And 
the said Cutwall is required to obey all orders relative to the duties aforesaid 
which he shall receive from the Chief Magistrate. 

Secondly . — One Criminal Court or Eoujdarry Adawlut, which shall be 
composed of one Daroga and three Moulavies, men of approved integrity and 
skill in the knowledge of the Mahomedan law for the trial of all persons who 
shall be brought before them and accused of murder, highway robbery, burglary, 
theft, or any other acts of violence against the peace, persons, or property of the 
people committed in the said town, and the suruthall and futwa or proceed- 
ings and sentence of the said Court shall, on the close of every trial, be laid 
before the Chief Magistrate, who, after a due examination thereof, shall return 
the same to the Daroga and Moulavies of the said Court with his warrant for 
carrying the same into execution. And the Daroga and Moulavie of the said 
Court are required and commanded to cause the same to be carried into execu- 
tion. And the said Daroga and Moulavies shall receive their appointments 
from the Chief Magistrate, who shall have the power to establish rules of process 
for the said Court, which rules the said Daroga and Moulavies are hereby 
required to obey. 

Thirdly . — One Civil Court orDewanny Adawlut, which shall be composed 
of one President or Daroga and three inferior Judges, being men of known 
integrity and understanding who shall be chosen from among the inhabitants 
of the said town for the trial and decision of all debts, pledges, mortgages, 
disputed accounts, transfers of property, rights of neighbourhood, contested 
boundaries, rights of marriage, and claims of inheritance and of all other claims 
of property, whether real or personal, according to the principles of natural 
justice in all cases not depending on the particular and prescribed laws and 
institutes of the parties, and in all cases which shall depend on the particular 
laws and institutes of the parties, the said President and Judges shall first 
determine on the facts as ascertained by the evidence before them, and shall 
adjudge the right as established by those facts according to the respective laws 
and institutes of the parties, whether they be Mussalmen or Hindus, and for 
this purpose they shall be assisted by two Moulavies versed in the Sherrat, or 
Mahomedan law, and two Pundits versed in the Pootee of justice instituted for 
the professors of the Hindu religion, whose opinion shall be consulted and taken 
in all oases referable to them as aforesaid. And it is further ordained that in all 
cases wherein the Judges shall not agree in one judgment their opinions shall 
be severally delivered and recorded, and the greater number of opinions on one 
point shall be taken and considered as the complete judgment of the Court 
thereon, and if the number of opinions on each side of the question shall be 
equal, that of the President shall be taken and deemed as equivalent to two 
opinions, and the judgement of the Court be passed accordingly, and their judge- 
ment shall be final in all causes of which the original amount or matter in suits 
shall not exceed one thousand rupees, and in all causes of which the original 
amount or matter in suit shall exceed one thousand rupees it shall be allow- 
able to appeal from the judgement of the said Court within the limited time of 
one month from the date of the judgement, to the Chief Magistrate who shall 
have power to revise, or if he shall think fit to try the cause again with such 
further evidence as the parties shall bring before him, sufficient reasons to his 
satisfaction being given for their not having been before produced, and either 
to confirm or reverse the former judgement or to pass a new judgement on the 
cause, and his judgement shall be final and conclusive. 

And it is hereby required and commanded that the Chief Magistrate and the 
President and Judges of the said Court of Dewanny Adawlut shall keep records 
of their respective proceedings, which records shall be admitted as evider^ in 
all future causes. And the President and Judges of the said Dewanny Court 
shall receive their appointments from the Chief Magistrate, who shall also ^ve 
the power of dismissing them and appointing others in their room, and the Chief 
Magistrate shall have the power to establish rules of process for the said Court, 
which rules the President and Judges of said Court are hereby required to 
obey. 
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And it is further required and commanded that the Chief Magistrate do 
transmit to the Governor- General and Council monthly copies^ of his proceeding 
and reports of all persons appointed or dismissed in the superior offices, and of 
all new regulations established by him as aforesaid, and of all rules of process 
instituted for the two Courts of Foujdarry and Dewanny Adawluts, and in 
general of all other matters of consequence which shall relate to the general 
state of the town, or the several branches of his department, and shall obey 
all such orders as he shall receive from the Governor-General and Council. 

Although the authority of the Chief Magistrate is for the purpose of this 
institution restricted to the limits of Benares, yet that the ends of it may not 
be defeated by offenders flying from' his jurisdiction beyond those limits, it is 
hereby explained and declared that if any person shall be guilty of offences 
within the Town of Benares, and shall escape beyond the limits of the said 
town, the Chief Magistrate or his officers shall have power to apprehend with 
written warrants and bring them to justice, and it is required and commanded 
that the zemindars, aumils, or other officers of the district into which such 
offenders shall be so pursued do assist the officers of the Chief Magistoate in 
apprehending the said offender, and it shall be always lawful for the officers of 
the two Courts of Justice to require and compel the attendance of the wit- 
nesses living beyond the said districts, reason being first shewn to the satisfaction 
of the Judges of the said Court that the evidence of the said witnesses is 
necessary. 

And it is hereby further ordained and proclaimed by the Governor-General 
that Ally Ibrahim Cawn be appointed, and that he is accordingly from this date 
appointed the First Magistrate of the Town of Benares. 


Secret Dept,, Fort William, the 19th November 1781. 

Monday. At a Cottncil, present : 

Edward Wheder, Esquire. 

John Maopherson, Esquire. 

The Hon’ bee the Governor-Generae, absent on a visit to the 
Northern Provinces. 

Lieutenant-Gbnerae Sir Etre Coote, K.B., absent on service at 
Fort St. George. 

Head and approved the Proceedings o£ the 13th instant. 


Real the following letter from the Governor-General 

The Governor-General, 5th November 1781. 

To Edward Whelbr, Esq., See., and Council. 

Genteemen, — I lose no time in informing you that I have this day after 
much difficulty concluded the settlement of this zemindarry for the fixed and 
perpetual annual jumma of 40 lacks of rupees payable in monthly instal- 
ments of 2,92,727-4-61 for each of the first eleven months of the year, and 8 
lacks for the last or the month of Bhaudon, with a remission of 6,66,666-8, being 
the amount of two months* collections estimated in equal divisions for the 
current year. 

I will prepare and forward to you, with all possible expedition, copies and 
translations of all the papers relating to this transaction . 

I have the honor to be, &o , 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


Benares, 

The 5th November 1781. 
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Fort 'William, the 3rd December 1781. 

At a. OoTJNorL, present : 

Edward Wheder, Esqdire. 

J OHN Maopherson, Esqdire. 

The Hon’bdb the Governor-Qenerad, absent on a visit to the 
Northern JProvinces, 

Dietjtenant-General Sir Etre Ooote, absent on service at Fort 
St. Qeorge. 

Head and approved the Proceedings of the 22nd ultimo. 


Resolved that the following reply be written to the Governor-General - 
To the Governor-General. 

Sir, — We hare received your letter of the 21st of November, with the 13 
different enclosures and authenticated vouchers, on which you have very fully 
explained in detail your dual settlement of the Province and revenues of 
Benares. 

We had the honor of receiving some time before your letter of the Ist of 
November, in which you commTxnieated for our approbation your establishment 
of a native police with the necessar;f regulation, for the protection of the 
religious and civil interests of the inhabitants and visitors of the City of 
Benares. 

Though you have very properly confined the communication of those 
respective arrangements to separate despatches, it is with the sincerest pleasure 
that we find, upon the most attentive perusal of them, that we are justified 
in confirming your arrangements under one united head of approbation. 

Distressed as we are in our finances, it was neither for the honor nor the 
interest of the Company to raise the jumma of that zemindary beyond 40 lacks, 
the sum which you have stipulated. Having reserved the military command of 
the province exclusively to the Company’s troops, there can be no danger of a 
second convulsion ; and the rentership and jagheers which you have bestowed 
upon those Hindus who proved their attachment to us in the late troubles 
will serve to strengthen our system by holding forth our justice and gratitude 
as a Government. 

At this distance, and unacquainted as we are with the scheme of your reve- 
nue establishment and dispositions of the principal inhabitants, we depend 
implicitly upon the labor and impartiality with which you evidently have 
in^stigated this important concern. Had we been ever upon the spot we 
could have given you but little assistance : the difficulties in which you were 
so critically involved during the troubles of the province, and your personal 
influence and assiduity, with your knowledge of the language, gave you the 
most decided advantages to ascertain the state of the country, the merits and 
rights of its principal inhabitants, and finally to establish the Administration best 
a^pted to the prosperity of the people and the stability of our control. 

If there are any points of your adjustments in the revenue which we would 
wish to discuss particularly, we shall .leave them till your return, when you 
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can satisfy us in every respect. Upon the subject of your establishment of a 
native police in the City of Benares, with the very meritorious protection which 
jrou have secured to all Indians for the free indulgence of their religious insti- 
tutions in that capital, sacred to them in every respect, we can speak with 
decided conviction. The object reflects honor upon your country, the execution 
upon yourself. We observe with extreme satisfaction the infinite pains you 
have taken upon this subject. We cannot suggest a possible improvement 
upon the regulations of the police. You seem to have been anxious to form it 
upon the grounds of an independence of the Baja and even of the influence of 
the Besident. Brom this just caution the decided power is lodged in the 
Chief Magistrate and ultimately in a summary degree. The universal good 
character of Ally Ibrahim Cawn, whom you have placed at its head, justifies 
every confidence in him. But though the speedy execution of justice 
at a distance from the seat of Government is found in most countries a 
necessary check upon the perversion of court influence, we should be apt to 
suspect that the powers of Ally Ibrahim Oawn may hereafter fall into hands 
that may abuse their temporary independence. Yet we confess ourselves 
unable to draw the line between the eflicient power necessary to command the 
peace in this country even by its supposed terrors and the power that is re- 
stricted from immediate abuse and jet should be effectual. 

We regret that the incapacity of the more dignified characters of the Gentoo 
religion to conduct the management of such a trust prevented you and must 
ever do so from promoting them to this high office. If at the same time it 
should be understood and published that a complaint from the higher institu- 
tions of the Gentoo religion would always be considered by this Government as 
a suflolcient warrant for the removal and trial of this officer, the difficulty might 
be accommodated. But we only venture to hazard the idea. 

Your guarded attention to the security and convenience of the pilgrims, 
and your abolition of those taxes and embarrassments which have grown 
against them from the rapacity of a corrupt Government, are peculiarly to your 
credit. 

Indeed, when we reflect upon the progress which our arms have made in 
this distant country, and when we think of that noble tolerating principle of 
our nation which glories in indulging religions with civil liberty, we cannot 
but consider the most humane and delicate respect for religious institutions of 
the nations we have subdued as a justice which we owe to them, and in the 
performance of which the legislators must ever feel the most valuable reward. 

Bven in a political view your arrangements upon the subject are interest- 
ing, and may lead to the most important consequences. All Indostan from the 
source of the Ganges to Cape Comorin is interested in the happy regulation of 
the police of Benares, and the unpolluted tranquillity of its colleges. The 
leading Mahrattas with whom we are at war are strongly attached to this 
supposed residence of the purity of their religion. 

Brom these considerations we beg leave to suggest to you whether it would 
not be proper to publish in the different languages of India the regulations you 
have adopted. A very short time will spread them over all Indostan, which, 
with the reports of the pilgrims upon their return, cannot but impress the 
natives with the mild liberality and attention of our Government. 

Even among the different nations of Europe whose learned enquiries have 
been of late particularly directed to the religious antiquities and early know- 
ledge of the sciences in this country, it will be matter of satisfaction and 
admiration and of consequent credit to our Government that Benares, in which 
you were so dangerously exposed, should remain so deeply indebted to your 
careful regulation and protection. U pon our part we shall only rtlaim the merit 
of not being indifferent to so great an object in its liberal as well as political 
light, and we shall heartily accede to any measures which you may think 
proper to adopt to improve or strengthen your regulations. 

Bob,t WmiiiAM, 

The Brd December 1781 . y 
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Fort William, the 10th December 1781. 

At a OoiTNCIIi, PRESENT : 

Edward Whbder, Esq. 

John Maophbrson, Esq. 

The Hon’bde the Governor-General, absent on a visit to the 
Northevn IProvinces. 

Eietenant-Genbral Sir Eyre Coots, absent on sewice at Fort 
St. Qeorge. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 8rd instant. 


Read the following letter from the Governor-General : — 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to transmit to you copies of my instruc- 
tions severally to Mr. Anderson and Mr. Chapman, the former deputed to 
Maharaja Soindia and the latter to Nagpore. Both are so consonant to your 
wishes and to the commands of our honorable superiors, that they will need no 
comment or explanation unless it shall appear that the mission of Mr. Chapman 
is rather ostensible than real, little being given him in charge, but to preserve 
the friendship unimpaired between the Government to which he is deputed and 
ours. In effect the advantages proposed by it are rather contingent than such 
as could be prescribed as determined objects. An attention was necessary to 
an ancient and approved friendship of our Government on the occasion of our 
availing ourselves of a different influence. I have judged it necessary to pro- 
vide for a new channel of correspondence with that Government itself having 
lost that on which I have hitherto place a confident effectual reliance in the 
Dewan Dewanger Pundit. But my principal hopes from this deputation is that 
it may prove the means of quickening the conclusion of the peace with the 
Mahratta State by making it an object of competition to two most power- 
ful members of it. I have no doubt that either the Baja will endeavor to 
counteract our endeavours to obtain a peace, that we may ultimately have 
recourse to him for effecting it, or that he will himself precipitate it if he sees 
it likely to be accomplished by another, that he may have the sole merit of it, 
and preserve his consequence with both parties by having been the successful 
mediator between us. Xou will observe that I have sufficiently guarded Mr. 
Chapman’s instructions against the possibility of their clashing with Mr. 
Anderson’s. I am certain that Mr. Chapman will think it no degradation to act 
under the control of Mr. Anderson, for whose abilities he entertains a very 
high and deserved respect. 

Mr. Anderson left Benares to proceed on his deputation on the 6th of this 
month and Mr. Chapman on the 17th. The former, accompanied by his brother, 
Eieutenant Anderson, whom I appointed his assistant, granting him the allow- 
ance usually annexed to such officer, and by Tuffuzzul Hoosain Oawn, a native 
of the first abilities in Hindostan, who had been employed by me under Major 
Palmer during his deputation to the B ana of Ghode, and had rendered material 
services to our Government, and who I knew would be very useful to Mr. 
Anderson in his negotiations from the character which he bears throughout the 
country for his integrity and knowledge. His salary I fixed at a thousand 
rupees per month. Mr. Chapman is accompanied by Mr. John White, whom 
I have appointed an assistant with the same allowance as that given to Lieutenant 
Anderson, and as the service on which he is employed is merely temporary, I 
should hope that the offices which he holds in Calcutta will not be considered 
as vacated by this appointment. Mr. Anderson is authorized by me to draw 
the same allowances that were given to Colonel Dpton when appointed to the 
Court of Poona, and Mr. Chapman the same that are given to Mr. Anderson. 
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I request the Board will be pleased to communicate to Mr. Anderson any 
orders wliich they have lately sent or may hereafter send to Brigadier-General 
Goddard, which may he necessary for his information, or any instructions 
given our Besident at the Court of Hyderabad respecting the Nizam’s media- 
tion of peace between us and the Mahrattas, that the whole subject may be 
completely before him. 

Colonel Muir having been unable yet to furnish me with the particulars 
of the late negotiation with Mahadajee Soindia by reason, as his last letters 
mention, of the dangerous and continued sickness of Captain Bord, to whom he 
had committed the execution of that business ; and having transmitted to me 
the Persian copy of the treaty, I have the honor to forward the same for your 
present information. 

I have the honor to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient humble servant. 

Chtjnaugur, I WABRBN HASTINGS. 

The 20th 'November 1781. J 


To Mr. David Anderson. 

Sir, — Having already delegated to you by a formal commission the full 
powers and authority vested in me by the Governor- General and Council, for 
the purpose of negotiating and finally concluding a treaty of peace and alliance 
between the Company and the Mahratta State, and reposing the firmest 
reliance on your abilities and integrity, I recommend to your attentive con- 
sideration and observance the following instructions for the easier and more 
effectual attainment of the great object of your deputation and other purposes 
dependent upon or connected with it. 

The peace lately concluded between our Government and Mahadajee 
Seiudia opens a fair prospect for the success of your mission by the offer which 
that Chief has made to interpose his friendly offices at Poona for an equitable 
accommodation. The great credit and infiuence which Scindia possesses in the 
Mahratta State leaves no room for apprehension that his endeavors will prove 
ineffectual if he exerts them sincerely and heartily. 

It is therefore with a view to dispose him more strongly to our interests* 
that I desire you to repair to him, to give him the strongest assurances of my 
personal esteem and friendship, and of my desire to cultivate and improve the 
connection which has lately been formed between us. The most effectual 
means of accomplishing these purposes would be a personal interview between 
Scindia and myself, and I desire that you will endeavor to draw from him his 
■ sentiments concerning it, and advise it if you find him disposed to it, but do 
not abruptly or formally demand it. 

Should he be equally inclined to meet me, you may propose Allahabad or 
Cawnpore as the rendezvous, but if neither of those places should suit his 
convenience, I will go to Etawa or any other place on the banks of the Jumna 
that you may judge my time will admit of. 

If Scindia should either decline an interview altogether, or not afford you 
a proper encouragement to recommend it, it must then rest entirely with you 
to effect my views which are as follows : — 

Eirst obtain through the mediation of Scindia and in concert with his 
agents, if he shall think proper to depute one for the purpose, a treaty of peace 
and alliance, offensive and defensive, with the Peishwa against all common 
enemies, but especially against Hyder Ali Oawn, or of peace simply on the 
condition of restoring all that we have acquired during the war except Ahmada- 
bad and the territory conquered for Eutty Sing Gaekwar. 

"We cannot totally abandon the interests of Raghonath Bow ; endeavour to 
obtain for him an adequate provision on the conditions prescribed in General 
Goddard’s instructions. 
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You may consent to yield what is ours, and what we can in honor grant, 
hut we will never suffer our treaties to he infringed nor our faith to he violated ; 
you will of course he attentive to any engagements subsisting between us and 
other powers in settling the terms of peace and alliance with the Mahrattas. 
I except from this precaution the Bana of Gohud, who has been guilty of the 
most flagrant breach of faith towards us in every instance after a most faithful 
and scrupulous performance of every stipulation in his favor by us, and after 
we have saved him and his country from certain destruction. Leave him to 
settle his own affairs with the Mahrattas. Colonel Muir will give you complete 
intelligence concerning the Bana’s eondnot, and from this you will judge whether 
he is worthy of being any longer considered as our ally. 

Beserve Bassim if you can, over though it should be with the concession 
of restoring all the lands obtained by the treaty with Colonel Upton except 
Salsett and other ceded islands and the ceded moiety of Broach. But do not 
insist on the reservation of Bassim to the hindrance of peace. 

We want nothing from the Mahrattas but their alliance against Hyder 
ATI Oawn, and that we dispense with as the effect of a positive engagement 
to which they cannot perhaps in decency agree, although they may be 
desirous of availing themselves of any pretext which may lead to it without a 
direct breach of the public faith. Be careful that your engagements do not 
contain anything hostile to the Government of Berar or hurtful to our connec- 
tion with it. 

Include Butty Sing Gaekwar in the peace according to the treaty concluded 
with him of which you have a copy. 

Obtain the exclusion of the Brench and all other European nations from 
the alliance and from the ports and dominions of the Mahrattas. 

It must be a principal object of your attention to prevail upon tlie Mahratta 
Government to invade the dominions of Hyder Ali Cawn. They will not 
enter into public engagements for that purpose as they are at present in 
alliance with him, but pretexts will not be wanting when they shall perceive the 
facility of making conquests upon him. Endeavor to interest Scindia in all 
these views with the administration at Poona, and to engage him separately or 
with Tukojee Holkar into close connections with our Government by the 
prospects of mutual advantage. I leave a large latitude in this instruction 
to your discretion. You know' my views, which are for present peace and 
future security. Pursue and agree to whatever may promote these views ; reject 
and shew whatever may obstruct them, and especially such as may draw us 
into a new scene of hostilities. 

"Wait upon Colonel Muir in his camp at Etawa before you proceed to 
Scindia, a nd obtain from him every information and advice which can be useful 
in your negotiations with that Chief. 

■ Since your departure, Baja Moodajee Boosla has requested that a gentle- 
man in my confidence might attend him as the Agent of our Government at 
his Court, and I have given this commission to Mr. Chapman : I send you a 
copy of his instructions. You will furnish him with such communications and 
orders from time to time as you may judge will tend to promote the success of 
your negotiations. 

I am. Sir, &c., 

Benares, "WABBEN HASTINGS. 

The 4th November 1781. > 


To Mr. Charles Chapman. 

SxRj — The Baja of Berar having expressed a desire that an English 
gentleman in my confidence may be sent to his Court, I have thought proper 
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to comply Mvith. Ms request and depute you thereto accordingly ; your creden- 
tials are enclosed. 

Tou are to consider the first objects of your commission to he to strengthen 
and increase the friendship and alliance virtually subsisting between the Com- 
pany and the Berar Government. You will be furnished by the Secretary at the 
Presidency with copies of all the papers that are material to your information, 
respecting the relation in which the two Governments stand to one another, 
and the Persian translator has orders to give you copies of such parts of the 
correspondence between them as you may require. Should any circum- 
stances occur that may present a favorable opportunity to the Baja to act 
offensively against Hyder Ali, and he or his Ministers should shew a disposi- 
tion to employ the Berar forces in doing so, you will encourage it and acquaint 
the Board with any reasonable conditions on which such aid may be proffered. 

The indecisive conduct of the Berar Government subsequent to its offer of 
mediation and guarantee of a peace between the Company and Mahratta State 
having thrown the credit and honor of such interference into other channels, 
you can now only accept of the assistance which the Raja’s influence as a 
member of the Mahratta State may enable him to afford for effecting a speedy 
termination of the war, unless the other members of the Mahratta State should 
require or approve Ms guarantee, of which you will be advised by Mr. 
Anderson, and in this, and on every other occasion which may resMt from his 
negotiations, you will act conformably to his advice and requisition. 

Should the Raja, as he declares his intention to be, pay a visit to Poona 
and invite you to accompany him, you will comply with his desire ; but as 
Mr. Anderson, has been deputed by this Government with full powers to con- 
clude a treaty of peace with the Mahratta State, you are on no account to enter 
upon any negotiation but at Ms express requisition, and you are in every 
prospect to consider yourself as subordinate to him, and to promote the object 
which he has been appointed to accomplish. 

In this qualification of your powers I know that I conform to your own 
wishes, but should any unforeseen accident happen to Mr. Anderson that will 
prevent him from being present at an assembly of the effiioient members of 
the Mahratta State or otherwise acting on orders given him, and he shall write 
to you to that effect and you yourself be on the spot, and find them disposed to 
accommodate their disputes with the Company, the powers entrusted to Mr. 
Anderson are in such cases to devolve on you, and you will act in conformity to 
his instructions, a copy of wMch is given to you enclosed, acd to such further 
instructions as he shall give you. Mr. John "WMte is appointed your assistant 
in this deputation, and he and yourself are authorized to draw the first allowances 
usually given to persons employed in your respective capacities. 


Benabus, 

The 12th November 1781. 


} 


I am, &e., 

WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 12nd January to 18th 

February 1782. 


Fort ‘William, the 2nd January 1782. 

Secret Dept., At a Oottnciii, tbesbnt : 

Wednesday. Edward Wheleb, Esq. 

John Macrhbbson, Esq. 

The Govebnob-Genebad, absent on a visit to the Northern 

^Provinces. 

Sib Eybb Ooote, absent on service at Fort Saint Q-eorge. 


Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 26 th ultimo. 

Bead the following letter from Sik Evbje! Coots. 

To 

The Hon’ble Waeren Hastings, Esq., Governor-General, Ske., and Supreme Council. 

Fort William. 

Gentlemen, — I have been honored with the receipt of your letters of the 
11th and 22nd ultimo, the former enclosing me a detail of the Governor-Gene- 
ral’s transactions at Benares on the occasion of the rebellious conduct of Baja 
Chait Sing, which happened soon after the Governor- General's arrival at that 
place. 

It affords me much satisfaction to he informed from such good authority 
that affairs in that quarter are in so favorable a train, and that an event which 
seemed to threaten the peace of the whole of the Company*s internal possessions 
promises to terminate without materially injuring their general tranquillity. 
For the future security, and preservation of which (as thereon depends the very 
vitals of our existence), I trust that no measure which can tend to so desirable 
an end will be left unadopted. 

On the junction of Colonel Pearse’s detachment, the arrangements I made 
for the duties of the army in prosecuting the service on which it was employed 
having necessarily annulled the distinct authority over the Bengal troops until 
then exercised by Colonel Pearse, the following staff belonging thereto ceased 
to act, viz.; Adjutant-General, Quartermaster-General, Deputy Quartermaster- 
General, Field Engineer, Surveyor, Aide-de-Camp, Persian Interpreter, Secre- 
tary, Commissary of Provisions, Deputy Commissary of Provisions, Brigade 
Master, Commissary of Ordnance. But as the whole outfit, military arrange- 
ment and disbursement for that detachment were established by the Council at 
large, and no reservation made for their undergoing any alteration which even 
after a junction I might see necessary, I persuade myself that it will be on 
every account most agreeable my leaving it to themselves to abolish or other- 
wise retrench all expenses which may now appear superfluous. 

I duly notice the resolution you have come to of consigning in future 
your supplies of treasure for the use of the Bengal and Madras troops to the 
Bight Honorable the President and Council of Fort St. George, under whose 
management I doubt not they will be applied as they hitherto have been under 
my direction wholly to the services of the war, in which I will venture to say 
it will appear from the accounts every possible economy has been observed. 

The agent appointed to receive the supplies of treasure, which were con- 
signed to me, informs me that he charged a commission of one per cent only , on 
the sums which he disbursed for the use of the Coast troops with an equal degree 
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of attention and almost as much trouble as he issues the pay, &c., to the Bengal 
detachments, for which you allow him one and a half per cent, and he further 
assures me that after defraying his extra expenses as agent, m which he in- 
cludes interest paid upon money that he borrowed by my order to supply the 
Madras Pay Master with, while the treasure was coming, the charge he has 
made is little more than adequate to the expenses incurred. 

Although I have not a doubt hut that the Government here have been 
attentive to my request of sending you constant and regular information of the 
prooress and occurrences of the campaign, I shall just menUon to you, in as 
concise a manner as the subject will allow, of what has been effected since the 
battle of Sholingar. 

I have relieved Vellore, taken Ohittoor, and afterwards fell back to the 
relief of Tripasur, which a large body of the enemy under Tippoo Saib and 
Monsieur Bally took the advantage of my absence on the two above mentioned 
services to besiege. They had effected a practicable breach, but on hearing of 
my approach moved off with precipitation, hut not without having suffered very 
severely by the brave and spirited behaviour of the garrison. The Forts of 
Sattavere and Kirkarambarry have been evacuated, and the Fort.Chundergury, 
which, on account of its natural strength, could never, but for the shameful and 
dastardly conduct of the Nabob’s brother, Abdul Waheb Oawn, fallen into the 
enemy’s possession, capitulated to a party of the Nabob’s troops which invested 
it in great security, the position of my army being such as to prevent every 
possibility of the enemy’s relieving it. In these three forts garrisons have been 
placed by the Nabob. 

In advancing towards the relief of Vellore as Hyder was encamped with 
his whole force at Lallapet, about 16 miles from Arcot, on the north side of the 
Paten, and as neither the distressed situation of Vellore, nor the object of my 
inarch could be unknown to him, I laid my account with meeting opposition, 
"but he declined the opportunity by crossing the river and falling back between 
Timmery and Arni, where he encamped. This is to me a very strong proof 
and tacit acknowledgment of his inability any longer to contend the point 
with the main army, and authorise a belief that he will never risk another battle, 
unless strongly reinforced by his European allies. I need hardly tell you how 
rejoiced I should have been to have had it in my power to have improved the 
advantage arising from this obvious testimony of his own weakness by pursu- 
ing him, but alas ! the same obstacle, a want of provdsion which has so cruelly 
my operations in the whole course of the campaign was a check to all 
my desires upon this occasion. I was obliged to content myself with prosecut- 
ing my march to Vellore, in the course of which I gave a party of the enemy’s 
horse a very complete alert, in which about fifty horses were taken and about 
a hundred men killed, wounded, and taken prisoners, and not a man hurt on 
our side. 

At the time of my arrival at Vellore, there was not above five days’ 
provisions remaining in the garrison, which at the expiration thereof must 
either have been abandoned or given rrp to bhe enemy. And notwithstanding the 
army was itself in great distress for provisions, after drawing out a grenadier 
company of Europeans, I spared from the small stock, which had been col- 
Ibcted with the utmost difSculty and labour, enough for its support for thirty- 
diy days. Immediately this was done and other necessary arrangements made 
in the fort which obliged my halting a day, I fell back to Chittoor in search 
of subsistence, and having laid siege to the fort, it surrendered on the 10th 
instant after an obstinate defence, and after we had effected a practicable 
breach, and the orders for storming had been issued. The quantity of grain 
found in the fort fell greatly short of what was reported, the whole not having 
proved equal to four days’ rice for the fighting men of the army. 

I was unavoidably detained at this place three or four days in order to 
repair the breach, and to strengthen in the best manner possible such part of 
the fort as stood in need of it. Whilst thus employed Hyder suddenly recrossed 
the river and pushed a strong detachment into the Polins and attacked a batta- 
lion which I had left, together with three field pieces, to protect the sick 
and baggage of the army, which I was obliged to leave behind near Pollipet 
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when I proceeded to the relief of Vellore, as well as to collect grain for our 
use. The enemy greatly outnumbering our battalion in every respect, I was 
obliged after standing a short cannonade to retreat into the hills, leaving the 
guns behind which they spiked. The consequence was they fell into the hands 
of the enemy together with some sick and the greatest part of the baggage. 
A t this time the small Port of Polloor, which I took in September, being with- 
out provisions, and a large detachment of the enemy having encamped near, 
apparently with an intention of attacking it, the officer in command was 
obliged to abandon it, which he did in the night and escaped in safety with 
his garrison to the hills ; that place has of course again fallen into the enemy’s 
hands, and I fear likewise four iron eighteen-pounders, which the officer pro- 
bably may not have had time to obey my orders in destroying, and which want 
of a sufficiency of bullocks obliged me to leave there when I proceeded to 
engage the enemy of Sholingar. These operations, directed as they have been 
against small parties, whilst they cannot fail of distressing us, I think lend 
strongly to mark the line which Hydei’ has laid down for his future conduct in 
carrying on the war, and which from his immense numbers, both cavalry and 
infantry, added to the certain and speedy intelligence he has of our motions by 
means of his horse, he may prosecute not only with impunity but with hopes 
of success. 

Ever since leaving the Presidency last, which was on the 16th September,, 
until the 23rd instant, when I returned to Tripasur, I have not drawn a grain 
of rice from it, but by the most preserving labor and industry have found 
subsistence for the army in the country, but not, however, without experiencing 
the most trying difficulties, in creating of which the acts of the Nabob’s gov- 
ernment have had a principal share. So highly detrimental have they shewn 
themselves that I hesitate not to declare in this place the same opinion, which 
I have repeatedly expressed in my correspondence with the Government here, 
which is, that unless some efifectual measures are taken to remove those incon- 
veniences naturally arising from the exercise of a double authority during the 
war, it will be impossible to carry on the service, and the consequences must 
prove equally fatal to the Company and the Nabob. Eor the occurrences upon 
which this opinion is founded, I must beg leave to refer to the Proceedings of 
the Select Committee, which I understand are intended to be forwarded to you 
from hence in a few days, and wherein everything appears in full length. 

Such was the distress to which the army was reduced for provisions that 
in the march from Chittoor to the relief of Tripasur, one-half was three succes- 
sive days alternately without rice. The followers of the army from the last 
time of their leaving Madras until they came back to Tripasur had but two 
seers of paddy served out to them. Numbers have died by hunger and the 
inclemency of the weather, from which causes in the course of two marches we 
lost nearly a hundred cavalry, likewise bullocks, elephants, and camels, both 
public and private. In short the scene exhibited was more like a field of 
battle than a line of march. 

Whilst the position and movements of my army kept Hyder’s main force 
in cheeki several advantages have been gained by our troops to the southward, 
amongst which the most important has been the capture of Negapatam, which 
surrendered on the 12th instant to Sir Edward ELughes and the troops under 
General Munro, on which event permit me to offer you my most hearty con- 
gratulations. 

The public are principally indebted for this acquisition to the unwearied 
application and perseverance of the Admiral, and to the powerful aid he 
afforded by landing so formidable a body of seamen and marines, whose brav.e, 
active, and spirited behaviour gave life to every operation. 

BEyder has of late greatly strengthened Arcot, has in it a^ very formidable 
garrison, plenty of military stores, and a most ample magazine of provisions, 
equal by all accounts to the subsistence of his army^for some months. ^ It is 
not therefore to be wondered at, but that whenever this army can be equipped 
for proceeding to this important service, it will be obstinately defended 9 |^d 
prove a very difficult conquest. The only cieumstanoe which can possibly 
facilitate the imdertaking would be a powerful diversion in Hyder s country , 
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and whicli I hope may yet he brought about before it is too late by an accom- 
modation with, the Mahrattas, or such an alliance with the Nizam as will pro- 
duce a junction of forces with that Prince. 

Hyder, by the latest intelligence, was with his main army in and about 
Arcot. Report says that he has some intentions of pushing a strong detach- 
ment to the southward. 

It is impossible to describe the distress to which the army was reduced in 
every particular. The oflBccrs in general without any of those comforts so 
necessary for the support and preservation of their health, many are without a 
tent to cover them, or a shirt to put on their backs, and what is still more to 
be regretted without money, or by what I can learn of the present state of our 
hnances here, any probable prospect of getting a sufftciency to refit themselves 
with. The arrears now due to the Coast troops serving with the army, exclu- 
sive of the Bengal, are nearly four lakhs of pagodas. These circumstances 
added to the setting in of the'monsoon, and the impossibility of procuring even 
a day’s subsistence for the army anywhere but at Madras without exposing it to 
the most imminent danger, rendered it being cantoned for a few weeks abso- 
lutely necessary- 

"With respect to myself my state of health is so bad that for these 16 days 
past I have been in a manner confined to my bed, and such is the nature of my 
indisposition, and so much is my. constitution impaired by the fatigues and 
anxieties which I have undergone in one of the severest campaigns I have ever 
served now about 13 months, that I have little hopes given me of recovery but 
by a retirement from business. It is my intention therefore to embrace the 
first favourable opportunity of returning to Bengal for the re-establishment of 
my health. 

Port William, I have, &o, 

TAe 29th November 1781. } (Sd.) EYRE COOTE. 


Mb. David Andbkson. 

Sib, — I have received your letter of the 6th, with its enclosure, being 
Mahadajee Scindia’s reply to mine. I have also received from Colonel Muir 
copies of Scindia’s letters, and of other persons in his confidence, to Colonel 
Muir, which express the same reluctance to admit your deputation until he 
shall he authorized by the answers of his letters written to Poona for that 
purpose, and his design of writing to me concerning the reception which he 
has given to Chait Sing. I can account for his conduct in both instances with- 
out imputing it to any design of departing from his engagements, since if such 
were his disposition he has suffered the season to pass and every delay is an 
advantage on our part and a loss to him. 

The fear of committing himself too far in an avowed separation of interests 
from the State to which he owes his obedience and service may be the cause 
of his hesitation in the first instance, and the allurements of Chait Sing’s trea- 
sures his motives in the other. Conformably to this construction of his policy, 
1 have written the enclosed letter to him, and have added a copy of it for your 
information. If he is sincere it will afford him a fair plea for inviting you to 
proceed. If he still persists in declining your visit, your waiting longer for 
his permission or leisure will have an unbecoming appearance, and may en- 
courage him to form hostile design against us from the presumption of our 
weakness implied by it, neither can I suffer you to appear as the representative 
of the English nation at his Court while Chait Sing is allowed to appear there. 

It is therefore my positive order that if Mahadajee Scindia shall decline to 
receive your deputation after the explanation which I have given him of its 
objects, or shall retain Chait Sing in his camp, or otherwise give him ostensible 
protection, you do instantly, on receipt of his answers, should these not 
prove fully satisfactory on both these points return to me, and your commis- 
sion is from that instant void, unless he shall change his purpose and recall 
you with the reservation of Chait Sing’s dismission, before you shall have 
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passed the Carrumnassa, in which case you may return and proceed to him ; 
and with that view I wish you to make as little expedition as you chuse in your 
Journey this way. 

I have written to Colonel Muir to keep his detachment in order for in- 
stant service, and to Colonel Morgan to he in readiness to support or co-operate 
with him if it shall he necessary, and for these purposes to suspend the orders 
for the reductions which are to take place conformably to the late arrange- 
ments, with which you are well acquainted, until you shall advise them that 
you are satisfied of Mahadajee Scindia’s attachment to his engagements ; when- 
ever therefore you shall receive such assurances from Mahadajee Scindia as shall 
induce you to prosecute your original deputation to him, you will give them 
the notice above prescribed. 

I desire that you will open his letters addressed to me, and act according 
to the tenor of them applied to the foregoing instructions. 

Bekabes, 'k I am, &e.. 

The 12th Tfecember 1781. j WABBEN HASTINGS. 


Port William, the 14th January 1782. 

At a Oouncii., pee sent : 

Edwaed Whblee, Esq. 

John McPherson, Esq. 

The Governoe-Geneeaii, absent on a visit to the Northern 
Provinces. 

Lieutenant- Gene EA ii Sie Eyre Coote, Kt. B., absent on 
command at the Presidency of Port Saint George. 
Bead and approved of the Proceedings of the 2iid instant. 


B«ad a letter as follows from Mr. Holland : — 


Edwabd Whblbk, Esq., &c., &e., &e., and Council, Port William. 

Gentlemen, — I have now the honor to send you the narrative, which I 
promised in my letter dated the eighteenth October, of the transactions and 
events which passed during the course of the late insurrection of this Province. 
I had begun it at the time of the date which I have prefixed to it, but the 
busy scenes which followed, both while I was at Chunar and after my return 
to Benares, hindered me from prosecuting it till a few days before the date 
which I have subjoined to it. I did not chuse to alter the introduction, although 
written at such a distance of time from that in which the body of the work 
was executed, and even from the existence of the events which are recorded in 
the latter, because I found it not easy to give it a new form without a total 
omission of what had been already produced while my mind was animated by 
the recent and actual scenes in which it was engaged to an anxious and most 
feeling solicitude, not more for the issue of the impending contest than for its 
conseq^uences on my own reputation. 

In the consciousness of the rectitude of my own intentions I had .allowed 
myself to use an appeal the most solemn and the most sacred that could bind 
my relation to truth, or impress the conviction of it on the hearts of others, 
nor could I, consistently with my own sense of its obligation, withdraw it, or 
coldly place it after the narrative already written, and written under the check 
which I had imposed upon it. I know not whether I shall he clearly under- 
stood. If I am not, yet let this endeavor to explain a seeming impropriety 
iu the construction of “this performance be accepted for its apology. 

637 P. D. 
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I have only to add my hope that as I have received the most cordial 
support in the past events from you, my respectable and most respected asso- 
ciates in the Administration, and as it has been my unvaried study to prevent 
your suffering any embarrassment from them, my conduct in them may also 
receive its first reward in the testimony of your approbation. 

Beit ARBS, ■» I have, &c.. 

The diet December 1781. } WABE.EN HASTINGS. 


On the 81st ordered that the narrative enclosed in this letter be entered 
in a separate book to be kept with the records of Council, and that copies 
thereof be immediately prepared to be dispatched to the Court of Directors. 

Resolved that the Haney Snow, instead of proceeding to China according to 
her present destination, be victualled and prepared as soon as possible for carry- 
ing a packet to England, and resolved that the Governor-General’s narrative be 
transmitted to the Company by this vessel. 


Minute. 

The Board haring already passed their opinion in terms of the fullest 
approbation upon the Governor-General’s conduct and management in the 
suppression of the rebellion of Ohait Sing, and the regulation of the Province 
and City of Benares, they think it unnecessary to repeat their opinion of those 
measures. 

They cannot at the same time but remark that the explanations which 
the Governor- General has ^iven in some parts of his proceedings during his 
first discussions with Chait Sing, and subsequent to the convulsion, are rather 
an open avowal of the motives that actuated his mind, than the guarded repre- 
sentations of a public officer stating to his employers the measures which an 
extraordinary situation influenced, dictated, and justified. 

To a liberal and candid tribunal such was the natural and certainly the 
wisest appeal. The generosity and justice of a British tribunal looks more 
to the real motives and zeal of their Agent than to the preconcerted artifice of 
his conduct, or the legal discriminations of his defence : even where a public 
measure is unsuccessful the responsibility risqued by the Agent, if risqued 
upon public principles, is frequently his justification, and in many cases 
entitles him to applause. 

In these distant dominions if the ruling servants of the State attend more 
to those rules and /orms which protect from responsibility than to an ardent 
pursuit of the public interest under every private risque, the hands of adminis- 
tration may secure themselves against condemnation even though the country 
should be lost through their mismanagement. 

It was not by avoiding personal responsibility that the servants of the 
public established the British influence in Asia, nor is it by such cold precau- 
tions that our power is to be maintained especially at an hour of general 
hostility against us. The Board are led into these observations from an 
ingenuous consideration of the difiSculties which the Gorernor-General found 
himself involved at Benares, and a conviction of the motives under which he 
acted. The first were surmounted with ability and fortitude. The latter they 
most sincerely believe do him real honor. 

Easy would be the task to approve the suppression of the rebellion and to 
stand disconnected with any responsibility, by justifying those acts which 
certeioly precipitated the storm from the cloud in which it had gathered, acts 
which judges at a distance, judges unoppressed with the actual embarrassments 
of this Government, may with great speoiousness of argument condemn. But 
the Board wish not, they cannot permit themselves to proceed so disingenuously 
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or guardedly. They are at the same time aware that in a rigid investigation of 
the whole of this business, the following questions will be asked — 

Firstly . — ^Where were the Governor- General’s particular instructions for 
such extraordinary demands upon Ohait Sing ? 

Secondly . — Why was that Chief put in arrest when he offered to make 
every concession ? 

Thirdly . — Whether there was not a compact between him and the Com- 
pany which specified that he was only to pay them a certain anmiftl tribute ? 

Subsequent to the massacre of our troops and the events that followed no 
questions will be asked. 

In answer to the first question the Board think the Governor- General was 
fully authorized by the general tenor of his instructions. 

The Governor- General having a deciding vote could have written out and 

See Mr. Whaler’s attestatxoo. approved more particuly instouctions. There was 

a delicacy in the mode he preferred and it imposed 
a greater responsibility. 

In regard to the second question it is evident from Chait Sing’s answers 
and preparations, and the whole tenor of his conduct before and at the time, 
that nothing but arrest could have convinced him of the Governor-General’s 
determination. 

That the arrest was not intended to proceed further than the payment of a 
proper fine to the Company, who stood in the place of his sovereigns and bene- 
factors, is evinced by the Governor-General’s answer to Chait Sing after his 
confinement. 

Had a total revolution in the administration of the zemindary been in- 
tended, the arrest must have been effected with more force and greater marks 
of severity. 

That the officers who went to execute this service were convinced that no 
measure of determined severity was intended against Chait Sing appears from 
that unfortunate want of precaution which cost them and their followers their 
lives. 

The third question involves much argument, yet it is fully answered by that 
part of the Governor-General’s narrative which discusses the sunnud under 
which Ohait Sing ruled the province, and which was so liberally granted by the 
Company. The correspondence with the India States shews already their ideas 
of the rights of zemindars and rajas protected in their zemindaries by a superior 
power. Had Ohait Sing been an ally sovereign prince who payed only a fixed 
subsidy, his military preparations and his insiduous conduct under' pretences of 
poverty in disappointing the expectations of the Government from the army 
under Major Camac justified, together with his correspondence with our ene- 
mies, the severest exaction of aid to assist the Company in their distresses and 
atone for his ingratitude and treachery to a power who protected him and to 
whom he owed this situation. 

On the subject of the treaty concluded on the eighteenth of September 
last between the Governor-General and Nabob Vizier, and which the difficulties 
of the communication prevented the Governor- General from explaining so fully 
before, the Board have to observe that the treaty is evidently a political 
expedient,, which forfeits no advantage, which promises the acquisition of 
money, and which properly managed by this Government (as events favorable 
or even unfavorable arise) may lead to the final and complete arrangement 
of an alliance with the Vizier. Such an alliance being less oppressive to 
liitn may be more advantageous and honorable to the Company, and may 
remove that too general but dangerous impression which the different States 
of this country have received from the double character in which we have 
hitherto appeared in India, that of allies and conquerors. 

If the Nabob Vizier should not be able under the support of the troops of 
this Government stationed at Oawnpore to maintain the tranquillity of his 
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dominions, and collect those resources which are necessary to defray even his 
reduced expenees and discharge his heavy debt to the Company, a new arrange- 
ment must follow, and that arrangement, necessarily at the express request of 
the Vizier, will secure every advantage that can he wished or expected from 
his provinces by this Government. 

The reduction of that heavy burthen of expence, which was at once oppres- 
sive to the Vizier and of no return to the Company, though a source of patron- 
age to this Administration, the Board approve of most heartily ; and with a full 
s^se of the credit which a measure of such difficulty and unpleasantness 
reflects upon the Governor-General, they take this occasion of pledging to him 
and to their employers, their utmost support not only in this but in every other 
branch of public economical reformation which he may propose. 

Upon the return of the Governor-General the Board resolve to discuss with 
bim those parts of the treaty which carry the appearance of a hasty agreement. 
The disaffection of many of the Vizier’s principal jaghirdars and the steps 
which, from the representations of Colonel Hannay and other officers appear to 
have been rapidly taken by the Begums to support the rebellion of Chait Sing, 
were probably very early known to the Governor-General, and through the 
medium of all the suspicions that the situation at the time he met the Vizier 
had naturally created. 

At such a moment and under such suspicions, and even while the issue of 
the contest of Chait Sing was depending, it is not surprising that some parts of 
the agreement between the Governor- General and the Vizier were speedily 
adjusted, and as the Governor acknowledges in conversation at their first 
interview. 

A short time will satisfy the Board whether the Vizier is willing or able 
to fulfil his part of the treaty. If he is, and that the Company can recover their 
debt from him in the present emergency and distress of their affairs, the Board 
cannot then but agree that the Governor-General has acted in the arrangement 
not only with zeal and the best public intentions, but with a masterly decision 
that must entitle him to the grateful and complete approbation of his 
employers. 

It remains with the Board to concert with the Governor- General upon his 
return those measures that may secure this Government from any future in- 
conveniences or distress that can be supposed connected with the confidence 
reposed in the Vizier for the administration of the affairs of his revenue and 
military establishments. 


Secret Dept. Tort William, the 5th Tebruary 1782. 

Tuesday. At a OoTTNCin, tb-esent : 

The Hon’biiE Wabreh Hastings, Governor- General, who 
being returned to the Presidency , takes his seat 
at the Board. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John McPherson, Esq. 

Sir Etre Cootb, on service in the Carnatic. 


Itead and approved the Proceedings of the Stth ultimo. 

The Governor- General delivers in the following minute in consequence of 
that of the Board entered on the proceedings of the 14ith ultimo. 

The Governor- General acknowledges his obligations to the Board for the 
repeated instances of the liberal manner in which they have been pleased to 
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pecord tbeir judgment on his conduct. Had it been expressed in simple terms 
of official approbation, he should have been pleased and satisfied that it had 
received so ^ respectable a sanction, but by tracing the sources of it in the 
motives which he has avowed by their examination of those motives with their 
relative facts and circumstances, and by the doubts which they have antici- 
pated and solved on the propriety of such parts of his conduct as might most 
obviously suggest them, they have justified their own approval, and entitle him 
to expect the same favorable sentiments in their common superiors. 

Nor is he less pleased with the reserve with which the Board have declared 
their satisfaction in the arrangements concluded by him with the Nabob 
Vizier, because he thinks it will be received as an evidence of the deliberation 
and sincerity of their former approval. He is willing to submit the propriety 
of the measure to the test of its success. The Resident has ah’eady informed the 
Board that he had received of the treasures of the late Vizier left in the charge 
of his widow and lately reclaimed by his son, the amount of the bond granted by 
the latter for the balance of the year 1178, which ends in September 1780 of 
our era, and was in the actual receipt of as much as would discharge the balance 
of the last year, that is of the year 1179. 

The sum of both is fifty-five lacks of rupees. The Resident seems to have 
understood this to be the whole of the Nabob’s debt. There is a further balance 
of twenty-six lacks, which appears to have been by some means overlooked 
or withheld from Mr. Middleton on the transfer of this office from Mr. Pur- 
ling — a rectified account drawn to the latest period has been transmitted to Mr. 
Middleton by the Accountant-General, which it is hoped will arrive in time to 
prevent his stopping at the receipt of the supposed balance, and at all events 
the profits of the resumed jaghir ought to yield a fund more than sufficient 
both for the complete liquidation of what may remain of the Nabob’s present 
debt, and to make up the deficiency of the assignments granted on his revenue 
for the current year, within the course of it. 

The Governor-General expects this service from the Resident, and relies 
upon his fidelity for the performance of it. But in the supposition of the 
possibility of a disappointment he again offers his personal services to proceed 
to liucknow on the first symptom of such a failure ; and with the confidence 
which he feels in his own influence aided by the powerful support of the Board, 
he will venture to promise that he will not return with their object unaccom- 
plished. 

He hopes and believes there will be no necessity for this extremity, but adds 
it as a ground for the assurance which he ventures to propose, and wishes the 
Board to give to the Honorable Court of Directors, in the advices to them now 
under dispatch, that there is the fairest prospect amounting as near to a 
certainty as can be affirmed of an event yet in expectation that the debt due 
from the Nabob Vizier to the Company, and even that of the Rohilla donation, 
will be completely paid off in the course of the present year, and a supply 
added to our ordinary resources, which will fully answer all oiar own wants for 
that period and enable us to contribute still farther, and we hope effectual, aids 
to those of the Carnatic. 

The Governor- General forbears to include the Presidency of Bombay in 
this nrovision. Its expences have already contributed more even than those 
of the Carnatic to exhaust these provisions of the currency, nor will it be 
possible for them to support any longer so pernicious a drain. At a certain 
point it must have a close. Por this distress we must seek a remedy in a dif- 
ferent expedient in the conclusion of the war with the Mahratta State, and 
the consequent and most necessary reduction of the armies now employed on 
that service. In the meantime he trusts that they are not so devoid of 
resources in themselves as to make them totally dependent for their subsistence 
on this Government, since they have a large and rich territory acquired by their 
late conquests in Guzerat, in the dependency of Surat, and as we learn only 
from an allusive passage in General Goddard’s last letters, even in the Concan, of 
which we were not before apprized. These districts, we are assured by the same 
authority, were in a state of perfect tranquillity and undisturbed collection of 
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their revemies, and in the same state they are likely to remain, sincse in the 
prospect of a peace the Mahratta Government will naturally look to the resti- 
tution of their former possessions, and would eventually be at least equal 
sufferers with us by any devastations committed on them. 

Such are the expectations which the Governor- General wishes to have 
presented to the Court of Directors of the course and issue of the resources of 
this Government for the present year. He hopes that credit will be given to 
them to that degree beyond which it would he presumptuous on any grounds to 
hazard the promise of contingent events, that if those which he has predicated 
shall not come to pass the causes of their failure shall be such as shall account 
for it and acquit him of the reproach of it. 

Of the consequences as they may effect him personally he is become in- 
different, expecting the forced censures of his avowed enemies, and assured of 
the applause of his superiors from the internal conviction of his own mind that 
he has labored to the utmost of his ability to merit it. 

WABHEN HASTINGS. 


The following letter from the Governor-General received on the second 
instant is now recorded. 


To 

Edward Whelee, Esq., &c., &e., 

Supreme Council, &e., &c. 

Gentlemen, — I left Benares on the 7th of this month. The slow pro- 
gress which I have made thus far has been occasioned as much by pro- 
posed delays as by natural impediments. I am now decided in my journey 
and compute to be at the Presidency very early in the next month. 

Since the suppression of the late revolt of the zemindary of Benares, three 
distinct objects have engaged my attention and residence in that quarter, not 
so much for the purpose of executing any determinate measures requiring my 
presence as for that of being at hand, and ready for any immediate occasion 
which might eventually demand my personal interposition. These objects are 
as follows : — 

Firstly . — The negotiation with Mahadajee Scindia you are already acquaint- 
ed, both with my first instructions to Mr. Anderson, and with the subsequent 
orders which I thought it proper to send to him on the advice of Mahadajee 
Scindia’s having expressed a disinclination to admit Mr. Anderson’s deputation 
until he should he authorised by answers to the letters which he had written 
to Poona for that purpose, and of his having received Chait Sing into his pro- 
tection with some apparent marks of encouragement. A few days after I 
received letters both from Colonel Muir and Mr. Anderson advising me that 
Mahadajee Scindia had pressingly invited Mr. Anderson to proceed to him, and 
that he had rejected all the solicitations of Chait Sing. On this occasion I 
wrote to Mr. Anderson to prosecute his journey and to pay no regard to my 
former letter, requiring only the removal of Chait Sing from the presence of 
Mahadajee Scindia while Mr. Anderson was with him : in the meantime that 
gentleman having conformed to the substance of my first orders had obtained 
from Mahadajee Scindia a formal assurance that he would neither accept the 
solicitations of Chait Sing nor assist him in any way whatever, and that he 
would even prohibit him and his attendants from his Darbar and Cutcherry. 
Mr. Anderson satisfied with this concession had resolved to proceed to his camp 
immediately ; his last letter upon the subject was private and dated the third 
instant from Bandere, which was about sixteen coss from Scindia’s camp. It 
contains expressions of much satisfaction and so firm a conviction of the sin- 
cerity of that Chief that he was preparing to send the notification directed in 
my instructions of the twelfth ultimo, to Colonel Morgan- and Colonel Muir 
for the removal of the troops to the stations allotted them by the late arrange- 
ments, with a promise that he would soon address me publicly on the same 
subjects. 
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I Lave long since relinqnisLed the design which I first entertained of 
visiting Soindia myself. And indeed I see so fair and earnest a disposition in 
him to become the instrument of terminating the war yet subsisting between 
his principals and our Government, his interest is so evidently connected with 
it, and I have so well-grounded a confidence in the ability of Mr. Anderson to 
contribute whatever may be required on his part to forward that issue of the 
negociations that I doubt whether my interference might not rather impede 
than promote it, by the loss of time which it would necessarily occasion in 
transmitting the ultimate proposals to Poona. 

Secondly , — The zemindary of Benares. This has hitherto engaged my prin- 
cipal attention. I had just grounds to apprehend that the slightest causes 
might occasion fresh disturbances in that country from the novelty and weakness 
of the new Administration, and could not therefore venture to leave it until 
I had seen that Administration firmly established, and I had formed some 
experience of the ability of the Naib for conducting it. I have the satisfaction 
to inform you that his authority is everywhere completely established, and 
that I have every reason to hope for the full performance of his engagements. 
The disposition which I have made of the forces allotted for the peace of this 
zemindary is sulBSoient to answer with certainty every purpose of inter- 
nal defence, and at the same time to prove a check on the zemindars of 
the dominions of the Nabob Vizier which border upon it, this being the most 
likely scene of new disturbances from the natural turbulency of the Nabob’s 
subjects and their collusion with their neighbours in this zemindary. Copies of 
these orders with the other military orders which I have thought proper to 
issue for the distribution of the troops of that station shall be forwarded to you 
as soon as they can be transcribed after the despatch of this letter. 

The new Naib appears to have conducted himself in his ofBce with great 
diligence and assiduity, and as he possesses a good understanding I have no 
doubt of his success. 

As I found it difficult to accommodate the claims of the several zemindars 
to whom a promise had been made of restoring to them in consequence of their 
late attachment the rights which they possessed in the lands from which they 
were formerly excluded by Baja Ohait Sing, with the influence and interest of 
the present Administration, I have granted to them sunnuds which at the same 
time established their rights, and entitled them to a malikana or proportion 
of the revenue to be paid them by the Resident instead of present possession, 
which I have thought it more prudent to reserve to the Raja. Copies of these 
sunnuds and of other orders which have been issued to the Resident shall also 
be transmitted after this letter. 

Thirdly . — ^The engagements concluded on the nineteenth September with the 
Nabob of Oud. I did hope that on his return to his capital which I had urged 
for that purpose he would immediately have entered upon the execution of the 
measures necessary for the accomplishment of the plan which we had mutually 
agreed upon, and particularly the resumption of the jaghirs — an act equally 
necessary to the restoration of the peace of his country and to the discharge of 
his debt to the Company. After having long waited with much impatience 
for this effect, I was apprised by the Resident’s letters that the Nabob, from 
what cause I know not, had shewn a great reluctance to enter on this business 
notwithstanding the warmth with which he himself originally solicited my 
acquiescence in it ; that he at length did resolve to carry it into execution and 
accordingly appointed an aumil to take possession of the sequestered jaghirs, 
hut that a powerful opposition had been prepared by the Begums which had 
obliged him to apply for the assistance of our troops ; and that the Resident 
had accordingly written to Colonel Morgan to send a regiment of sepoys for 
that service. As the Resident at the same time expressed to me his opinion 
that a larger force would be requisite to surmount the intended opposition, I 
judged it improper to expose a service of such importance either to the hazard 
of a defeat or to the chance of a delay, and therefore immediately issued orders 
of which you have already been advised for the march of Colonel Sir J ohn 
Cumming with his entire detachment for the performance of it, advising the 
Resident of it. He in reply expressed an apprehension that the Nabob Vizier 
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would object to tbe movement of so large a force into tbe heart of his domi- 
nions without what he would deem an adequate occasion for it, and ascribe 
it to other motives, which might be productive of consequences hurtful to our 
connection with him, and entreated that the order might be revoked, and assur- 
ing me that there was no pressing occasion for it I accordingly ordered it to be 
suspended. In the meantime as I had conceived some alarm from the delays 
and diflSculties which had attended this business, which did not appear to me of 
a nature susceptible of them, I wrote to the Besident requesting him solemn- 
ly to declare to me whether, with the powers with which he had been invested, 
he was competent to carry into execution this and the other measmes directed 
in my instructions ; that if he were not, I would myself proceed to Bucknow 
and afford the Nabob my personal assistance for carrying them into execution, 
but that if in his answer he should assure me that he himself was capable of 
accomplishing this service I would leave the charge and responsibility of it to 
him and depart for the Presidency. I wrote a letter to the Nabob in similar 
terms ; I received the Besident’s answer on the 2nd January. It contained a 
declaration that my presence was in no shape necessary in that quarter, and 
that he was fully competent to undertake and to effect the accomplishment of 
all the measures required by my instructions, and that he should immediately 
march with the Nabob to Pyzabad for the purpose of enforcing his claims on 
the Begums. 

On the receipt of this letter, concluding that the Nabob’s answer would be 
to the same effect, and that I should be sufficiently warranted by them to 
leave the business in their hands, I prepared for my departure, allowing a 
sufficient time only for the receipt of the Nabob’s letter, which I expected at 
the latest to arrive by the seventh. On that day I left Benares, but proceeded 
only to a short distance below the town. At the same time I caused an inti- 
mation to be given to the Nabob that although to prevent a further loss of 
time I had thought it proper to begin my journey towards Bengal, yet I 
should proceed by short stages, and suspend my final resolution until I had 
received his letter in answer to mine, still retaining the resolution of conform- 
ing to the contents of it if these should require me to proceed to his pre- 
sence according to the tenor of the proffer which I had made to him of my 
assistance, and that if I did not receive it before my arrival at Patna I would 
wait for it there. It was not till my arrival at Patna, which was on the nineteenth 
instant, that I did receive his answer, a translation of which shall accompany 
this. As it contained only a complimentary invitation, accompanied by 
an assurance similar to that given me by the Besident in relation to the im- 
pending business, I considered it as intended to leave me the free option either 
to accept of his invitation on the footing on which he had expressed it, or to 
return to the Presidency. After much hesitation, and I will confess with some 
reluctance, I have resolved on the latter. I dread the imbecility and irresolu- 
tion which too much prevail in the Nabob’s Councils and must influence in 
some degree both the conduct of the Besident and the Ministers, and I consider 
the impending measure of too much consequence to be exposed to the risk of 
a disappoinment ; yet the pressing letters which I have written to the Nabob, 
the strong injxmetion which I have repeated to the Besident, and the positive 
assurances which I have received from both, afford me every reason to hope 
that they will be carried into execution without further difficulty or delay ; 
and I am further confirmed in this conclusion by the subsequent advices which 
I have received since my departure. These amount to the following substance, 
that the Nabob Vizier arrived at Pyzabad on the eighth, the Besident accom- 
panying him ; that on the twelfth they found it necessary to employ a military 
force to take possession of the killa, which was effected without any effusion 
of blood. The two eunuchs, Bahar and Jowaheer Ally Oawn, who were the 
prime movers of the late troubles and the actual leaders of the present opposi- 
tion, were taken into custody, and their followers, amounting to between three 
and four thousand armed men, expelled from the town and dispersed. I think 
it proper to transmit to you a copy of the Besident’s letter and to refer you to 
it for the particulars of this event. 

It may be necessary in this place to inform you that in addition to the 
former resolution of resuming the Begum’s jaghir, the Nabob had declared 
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his resolution of reclaiming all the treasures of his family which were in their 
possession, and to which by the Muhammadan laws he was entitled. This reso- 
lution I have strenuously encouraged and supported not so much for the 
reasons assigned by the Nabob as because I think it equally unjust and im- 
politic that they should be allowed to retain the means of which they have 
already made so pernicious a use by exciting disturbances in the country and 
a revolt against the Nabob, their sovereign. I am not too sanguine in my 
expectations of the result of these proceedings but have required and received 
the Nabob s promise, that whatever acquisitions shall be obtained from the issue 
of them it shall be primarily applied to the discharge of the balance actually 
due from him to the Company. 

Notwithstanding the resolution which I have taken to return to the 
Presidency, I yet foresee that many events may happen which may again 
require my personal attendance in this quarter, but even these will require 
that 1 should first concert with you the plan of my future conduct respecting 
them, though the powers which I possess are ample and sufficient for every 
purpose which may occur ; yet as they were granted in a very different state of 
affairs, it is become absolutely necessary that I should avail myself of a free 
and full communication with you upon every probable contingency which may 
proceed from the effects of the late change before I can venture again, if it 
shall be at all necessary, to interfere with my own authority in any of the 
affairs of this quarter. I have made such a provision for this event, that I shall 
at any time have it in my power to arrive at I^ucknow within at least three 
weeks from my departure from the' Presidency, and there is little cause to 
apprehend any material change of affairs in the short interval which must neces- 
sarily precede my arrival there. 

On the Ganges near ^ 

Stjbajegtjeba, ( I have, &c.. 

The J33rd Januartf 1782. ) WARREN HASTINGS. 


The Hon’bee Warren Hastings, Esq., Governor- General, Spc., 8 f 0 ., 8 ro. 

Sir, — I was this day honored with your commands of the 10th instant, 
informing me of the military station you have established at J uanpoor, with 
the liberty you grant the Nabob Vizier of claiming their aid to quell any 
disturbances in the adjacent parts of his provinces. I have accordingly com- 
municated it to His Excellency who with great justice was highly pleased with 
the disposition, as in truth the districts bordering upon zemindary of Benares 
have for a long period of time been of all others the most turbulent and dis- 
affected, and nothing less than the arrangement you have now formed could 
effectually secure the peace and tranquillity in that neighbourhood so essential 
to the prosperity of the Nabob’s government and revenues. 

With respect to the business here, I have the honour to inform you_ that 
yesterday finding that the temporising and indecisive conduct of the Nabob 
seemed to promise an issue very different from that expected in your commands 
of the twenty-sixth of December last, and that the only use the two leading 
eunuchs under the Bhou Begum made of the delay was to assemble and 
call in armed men from all quarters, which when united with the large force 
already in the town under their direction would in all probability have brought 
the matter to a much more severe and arduous test than it at present could 
admit of, I found myself necessitated to take the most immediate and decisive 
interference which the force with me was capable of, and accordingly having 
the Nabob’s written requisition, marched the 23rd Regiment under the com- 
mand of Major Naylor, with a detachment of His Excellency’s own troops, 
asainst the killa, and had the happiness to succeed in putting the Nabob’s 
party in possession of it without any effusion of blood, the armed men retiring 
from it on the approach of our troops and drawing up with their guns in a 
large broad street before the house of the old Begum, to which the Bhou 
Begum and her two principal euijuchs had retired the preceding evening. 
This effected, the Nabob issued his peremptory orders for the immediate depar- 

637 F. D. 

837 



ture of all armed men, excepting his own troops beyond the precincts of the 
town, threatening them with an instant attack if they disobeyed ; this order after 
many evasions it was promised to be complied with, and the two eunuchs Bahar 
and Jowar Ally Cawn at the same time coming in, and delivering themselves 
into the Nabob’s custody, the armed men, amounting to between three and four 
thousand, evacuated the town and dispersed. I have since learnt that had the 
Nabob’s troops alone attempted the seizure of the Mila, a very desperate resis- 
tance was resolved upon, which appeared very probable from the state in which 
the armed men were found, being the preceding evening furnished with a large 
store of ammunition and now drawn up in regular order with loaded pieces and 
their matches lighted, but they were prudent enough to think themselves un- 
equal to the united efforts of His Excellency’s troops, supported by an English 
regiment, and by this conviction much mischief has happily been prevented. 

Tomorrow I hope to be able to inform you of the effect of the present 
advantageous situation, and in the mean time have the honour to remain, with 
the greatest respect, &c. 

Eyzabad, A. MIDDLETON, 

The 13th January 1783. ) jResident at the Court of the Vizier. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 25th February to 

25th March 1782. 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 25th February 1782. 

At a CoTJNOHi, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General ^ President. 
Edward Wheder, Esq. 

John Macphbrson, Esq. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Exre Coote, K.B., absent 
on Command at the ^Presidency of Fort St. George. 

The Proceedings of the 18th instant read and approved. 


To 


The Right Hon’blb Gboegb Lord Macartney, K.B., 

President and Governor, &e., &e., &c.. Select Committee, 

Fort St. 


George. 


Mt Lord and Gentlemen, — I am honored with your letter of the 6th 
instant, and am obliged by the sentiments therein contained respecting your 
fears and feelings on account of my health, and that it might suffer still more 
by proceeding on the service I had undertaken, the impaired state I have been 
in for some time, followed by the violent attack I was seized with on the 6th, the 
morning I meant to have marched from Tripasore, totally unhinged me; however, 
being b'etter the ensuing day, and regarding the service I had undertaken as of 
the first consequence to the State, resolved not to lose a minute but proceed at 
all hazard to myself. Our route from thence is not marked with any occur- 
rences of consequence till 9th, when, on my arrival at the Pone River, the 
enemy appeared in great force on the opposite side'. But in passing the river they 
immediately struck their camp and marched off to beyond Lallapit ; the emin- 
ences and posts they quitted were taken possession of. I took up my ground near 
where they had decamped from. I proceeded on my march at daybreak yester- 
day for Vellore. When we had gone on about 4 miles the enemy appeared ad- 
vancing- therefrom towards Lallapit, one line pointing for our rear and another 
on our'’ left flank. The attacking our baggage and convoy for Vellore was 
apparently their grand object, and the guarding this, not to be repaired, if 
lost, required the utmost circumspection. They made their attack supported 
by a number of heavy guns cannonading at a great distance: just at this 
time the first line had crossed a deep morass, which impeded, both our train, 
rice carts and bullocks, &o., very much. The different brigades were imme- 
diately ordered to be posted so as to keep the enemy in check on all sides, while 
our convoy passed the bad ground. The whole got over safe and was secured 
at the head k our line. The enemy’s guns kept up a distant but incessant 
cannonade for about four hours, when finding they could make no material im- 
pression, and that they had not the least chance of distressing our convoy, drew 
of their artillery and troops about 3 o’clock jn the afternoon, when I called m 
the different posts it had been necessary to occupy, and proceeded on my march 
Aground abS^ut 4 miles distance from Vellore. I inoved the army this morn- 
iL close to the Pettah. The provision, stores, &c., to be deposited in the gam- 
sol will be lodged there this afternoon, and as the object of our march is now 
hnvvil/ completed, I shall set off on my return to-morrow morning. The 
s^?it of the troops in this service does them the greatest honor. This is the 
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day, the Commanding Officer of Vellore acquainted both Government and me, 
that it was absolutely necessary to he relieved, that he could not hold out one 
hour longer. I have the pleasure of recollecting that every store there was 
carriage for at Madras has been safely conveyed them, and I am to lament that 
the state of carriage for provision is so inadequate to the exigency of service, 
that all offensive operations of consequence are in a manner obliged to be laid 
aside for want of it. The army are equal to every necessary undertaking that 
can be required from them, provided Government can find the requisite and 
indispensable resources of money, provisions and carriage. The return of 
casualties of yesterday are enclosed. We expended but little ammunition ; 
what is wanting to complete the tumbrils, will be taken this afternoon from 
Vellore. My state of health is very indifferent, and being yesterday the whole 
day obliged to expose myself on horseback to an intense sun, is at this present 
time severely felt by me. 

A European soldier, who yesterday made his escape from the enemy into 
Vellore, reports that Hyderali has taken Chundergeery by assault and put the 
whole garrison to the sword ; that great preparations were making in his camp 
for the arrival of a body of 8,000 Europeans ; that he lately received a reinforce- 
ment of about 16,000 horses and many Polygars ; that the horse were said in his 
camp to be Maharattas ; that there was a Frenchman of consequence arrived in 
his camp within these ten days, whom Hyder’s people styled, an Ambassador ; 
and the language was there that this person had been high in the service at 
Pondicherry. 

I have, &C-, 

Gamp on the Banks op the ) 

Vellorb River, f EYRE COOTE. 

The nth July 1782. ) 


To 

The Right Hon'ble George Loud Macartney, K.B., 

Presideat and Governor, &c., &c., &c.. Select Committee, 

Fort St. George. 

Mr Lord and Gentlemen, — I marched at sunrise this morning from 
Vellore, and have now the honor to acquaint you that I was attacked about 11 
o’clock by the whole of Hyder Ally's force while the troops were crossing the 
deep morass mentioned in my last j their attack was supported by a number of 
heavy guns cannonading at a great distance, but the instant we got clear of 
the swamp we advanced upon them with as much expedition as the nature of 

the service would permit, on which they retreated and reorossed the Pone River 

with the utmost precipitation. I pursued him for about 3 miles, when night 
coming on I was under the necessity of stopping, and am hut this moment 
reached my present ground, where I intend encamping for the night. 

By a deserter I am informed, that, upon my advancing, Hyder gave orders 
for his troops to fall hack to Timery. A detail of the occurrences of this day, 
I shall present you with, the first leisure moment. 

Camp near Malpaddt, West ^ I have, &c.. 

Banks op the Pone, / ’ 

The 18th January 1782, f EYRE COOTE. 

12 at night. j 


To 


TKe Right Hon’blb GEOuhs Lord Macartney, K. B., 
President and Governor, &c., &o., &c., 


Select Committee, 

Fort St, George. 


Gentlemen —I have had the honor of acquainting^ you 
wi^ the different movements of the army up to the 13th instant: permit ^me 
now to partioularize the occurrences of consequence of that day. 

V n ^ “larc^d on the 13th in the morning, from the ground we were on near 
Vellore, by the route mentioned to be intended, in my letters of the 12th For the 
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first 7 miles tbere was no appearance of any enemy, bnt by the time the leading- 
corps of the line had crossed the marshy ground where Hvder had on the 10th 
mstant tried to impede our progress to Vellore, he appeared m all his force advanc- 
ing from towards Arcot and from the Lallapit Hill, trying by a quick movement 
as his heavy and numerous train of artillery would permit to get near enough 
our rear corps, to cannonade them advantageously before they were clear of the 
bad ground, and also to annoy our last line while they were posted to cover 
the rear. His 24 and 18-pounder commanding a much more considerable dis- 
tance than our light 6*s and 12’s gives him an opportunity of attempting these 
distant cannonades with an idea of some success, and Hyder always takes care 
to be certain that there is impeding or impossible ground between his army 
and ours thus he is always sure of its being optional with him to draw off 
his guns in^ safety before our army can act offensively to advantage. Our 
troops sustained a heavy cannonade for three hours, happily with little loss. 
The instant the rear and baggage had crossed the morass, 1 posted my baggage 
and stores close to an adjoining hill, leaving for their protection a strong 
corps with fourteen 6 and 3-pounders, and pushed on the army over high 
ground by the nearest possible route for the enemy’s main body and guns. 
I moved off from the left lines, in column first, and, as the ground opened sufB- 
ciently for forming, marched on in line of battle. This was about 4 in the 
afternoon. As soon as our army was near enough to do execution, we opened an 
advancing fire of artillery from all parts, and bad the mortification to see the 
enemy precipitately draw off. I term it a mortification, for if Hyder would have 
stood and risked the chance of war for one hour, his army would, in all pro- 
bability, have been destroyed, such is the ardor and power of the handful of 
veterans I have the honor of commanding, but truely distressing our situation 
for the want of proper magazines, means of field subsistence and carriage 
for it. His corps of cavalry are so numerous, that in our slow infantry pur- 
suits I am obliged to give every attention to advancing collectively in force, 
that I may not risk insult to divided corps either on my flanks or in my 
rear. We pursued his army till dark, drove them over the branch of the 
Pone B-iver (nor did they halt till they had nearly gained the plains of Tim- 
mery). I slowly returned to the ground the enemy had been obliged to decamp 
from on the 9th, and which was witliin a mile of where I had posted my bag- 
gage. The line did not reach that ground till midnight. I this day have repass- 
ed the Pone Biver without seeing the enemy in any force, and shall to-morrow 
morning proceed towards Tripasore. 

I request you will be pleased to send the earliest information of the relief 
of Vellore to the Supreme Council with an account of honour our arms have 
acquired in the course of this important service, also that Mr. Holland may be 
instructed to inform the Nizam of it, trying to impress him in strong and joined 
terms with the necessity there is for his taking a decided friendly line. Cavalry 
and other assistance from him, if it can be obtained, are objects which it ^ is 
only necessary barely to mention ; your Government must see the great utility 
they would be of to our cause. A Portuguese Captain and some others came 
off to us in the action of yesterday. The Portuguese reports that the language 
in Hyder’s camp is that a large body of French and Dutch troops are expected 
on this coast ; this information is not new, but it is added they will possibly 
land in the Sircars, though there may be no foundation for supposing they would 
make a push for that quarter ; yet at the same time it is necessary to guard 
against such a contingency in case it should be attempted. One of the great 
claims of counteracting them in the Sircars would be by Government exerting 
every possible means founded on the basis of friendly faith and promised future 
attention to the Nizam’s real interests to induce him, to take the field, and 
secure him as an active ally. 

I enclose the return of casualties of yesterday. 

I have, &c.. 

Camp between Malpadet anti 
Sholingur, 

TAe 14th January 1782. 
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To 

The Right Hon’blb George Lord Macautnet, K.B., 

Piesident and Governor, &c., &e., &c.. Select Committee, 

Fort St. George. 

Mx IjORD A.NU Geotiemen, — I have the honor to inform you that I 
arrived here this morning, having left the army last night at Tripasore. 

I am sorry 1 should be obliged, upon return from so severe a service as 
the late march for the relief of Vellore has proved, having in the course of it en- 
gaged and defeated the enemy, to represent to you the very heavy disappoint- 
ment I experienced on my arrival at Tripasore, on finding, that during the 
absence of the army, not more than 750 bags of rice had been sent to that 
place for its subsistence, a quantity little more than equal to one day’s con- 
sumption for the fighting men and followers, and by the report made to me 
by the grain-keeper there, what remained of the former stock (reserving noth- 
ing for the garrison) was not more than equal to two days’ subsistence for the 
fighting men and followers of which last denomination numbers have lately 
died by want. 

However much I am impressed with a sense of the zeal you must naturally 
possess for forwarding the service at so very interesting and important a con- 
junoture of our affairs and whereof the army is now the only pi’op, yet it occurs 
to me to observe that the 1,700 bullo<jks which in one of your late letters you 
advise me had arrived here the day after my departure, being the 3rd of this 
month, do not appear to have been at all employed on this very necessary 
occasion. Permit me to recommend their being all loaded with rice and sent 
to the army with the utmost despatch, as, at this present moment, I do not 
believe there is more than two days’ rice in camp for the fighting men and none 
for the followers. 

It was my wish until you could have equipped the army in such manner 
as to have enabled it to act with effect, by discharging the heavy arrears now 
due and supplying a sufficiency of carriage for provisions, stores, &c., to have 
continued it at or near Tripasore, where it could not fail of checking the enemy 
from pursuing any operations either to the northward or southward ; but upon 
finding the stock of rice in that garrison was so very small, I of necessity left 
orders for it to come to Vellore this morning, being about half-way betvi ixt Pon- 
damalle and Tripasore. Every step that it falls back, from the enemy’s situa- 
tion, is not only a certain loss of credit, but of advantage. These are conse- 
quences which, arising as they evidently do from the want of supplies, I can in 
no respect hold myself responsible for, and as from the experience I have already 
had, I can have no dependence on the armies being found in such a manner as 
to enable me to conduct it to such operations as would produce the most 
permanant advantages, and do that justice, which my zeal for the interests of 
the Company and honor of the British arms, prompts me to, I must resign 
the task and leave it to the execution of some one whose health and abilities 
may he better calculated to surmount those difidculties, which I can no longer, 
in a due regard to the cause of the public and my honor and reputation as a 
soldier, pretend to contend against. 

I have, &c.. 

Poet St. George, I EYHE OOOTE. 

The 19th January 1782, j 


Port Malborought, the 18th October 1781. 

To “ 

The Right Hou’bde George Lord Macartney, K.B., 

President and Governor, &c., &o., &o.. Select Committee, 

Fort St- George. 

Mx Eord, — It is with particular pleasure I congratulate Tour Lordship 
to the accession of the chair of Port St. George, and I sincerely hope those 
distinguished abilities which have hitherto marked your conduct in public life 
will extricate our employers from the dangers that have threatened our settle- 
ment on the Coromandel Coast. 
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The invasion of the Carnatic by Hyder I fear has prevented a total 
conquest of Dutch India. Their settlements. My Lord, would have been 
as easily wrested from them as the Portuguese were formerly by this 
nation. Their forts to the eastward generally consist of a square with four 
bastions, without any modern works. Their garrisons chiefly of a motley 
tribe, without discipline, without clothing, and very little pay. Their of&cers 
without practice, generally tbe scum of the people, exceedingly ignorant, and 
dead to every feeling excepting to that of smoking and sophi drinking, and 
so great is the econoniy of their Government that scarce a garrison has a corps 
of more than five or six officers — many two. I confine this account to the 
eastern settlements. Two ships of the line with 2 frigates and 600 land forces 
would have commanded terms to any garrison, excepting Batavia. Their gov- 
ernment is everywhere abhorred by the country people, and I am persuaded 
the appearance of ships alone, at some settlements, would occasion a revolt. 
My Lord, a detachment of such a squadron during the height of the monsoon 
would answer two purposes, not only distressing the enemy, but recruiting your 
own strength, for, as Dutch soldiers consist generally of Germans, they would all 
enlist under your colours, and I am persuaded if Sir Edward Hughes would 
send this small squadron to Batavia roads, he would soon Tna.Ti his fleet. The 
five China ships when they passed the Straits of Sunda threw a strong panic 
into the Batavia Government. They vainly attempted to supply the defici- 
encies of the crew, reduced by a most unhealthful climate, by Malays and 
Chinese, and I am assured they could not muster 600 healthy soldiers in all 
Batavia, however considerable their returns may be. If the China ships who 
captured Padang had been of less value and not loaded, we might have risked 
sending them into the Straits to have cruized for two spice ships, which 
generally arrive at Batavia the latter end of August. They have sent only one 
ship to Japan this season, and I believe not one to China. No fleet was appointed 
for Europe in August, nor had the two Dutch meh-of-war arrived which Com- 
modore Johnstone advises to have sailed from Madura. I hope he has taken 
them at the Cape. The capture of Padang must be a great loss to the Dutch, 
although their balances amount to £60,000 only. The detention of the China 
ships was not esteemed any ways prejudicial by the Captains, as they have now 
a more favourable season to go home. 

The Dutch settlements on this coast are truly important to us if we can 
obtain an absolute cession of them. They produced in former times about 

12.000 ounces of gold annually and such plenty, of black cattle and poultry as 
to be capable of supplying a large fleet. If an expedition was going against 
Batavia, this place, however despicable it has appeared in the map of India, 
would furnish 1,000 head of cattle in two or three days. 

I hope, my Lord, on receiving advice from Calcutta of their inability of 
sending a ship from thence to fill at this port with pepper, you will be able to 
send one of the China ships who have lost their passage, as we shall have near 

1.000 tons of pepper in February next after completing the loading of the 
Lord North, which will sail in a few days for China. I am certain, by the 
accounts received from the five ships, all we can send will be truly acceptable, 
as possibly the Calcutta Treasury will he too much drained to admit of a great 
aid from thence, and 1,000 tons of pepper will be a severe loss if this settlement 
should be captured. This is an event that may happen if a large French force 
comes here, but I flatter myself all the power of the Dutch will not be able to 
effect such a conquest. On the 13th July we dispatched the sloop Euphrates to 
Madras ; as she is not returned, we fear she has been captured. 

My public character will apologize for my addressing you ; communications 
of sentiments in those who hold employ are sometimes of benefit to their, 
general employers. It is with that view I intrude on your time ; but on the 
other hand, I shall be truly happy if there is anything in this part of the world 
that you would wish to have that I could execute. 

Wishing you all manner of success in your government, I remain with 
respect. 

638 T. D.— 33. 
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Secret Dept. Port ‘William., tlie 28tli Deliruary 1782. 

At a Council, present; 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John McPherson, Esq. 

Eibutenant-Genbral Sir Etre Ooote, K.B., absent 
on Command at the Presidency of Port St. George. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 25th instant. 

Received a letter as follows from the Select Committee of Fort St. George 
To 

The Hon’blb Warben Hastings, Governor-General, &e.. Council of 

Fort William. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — We have the pleasure to inform you that His 
Majesty’s ship -S'eosAorse arrived here this morning from Trincomaly with letters 

from Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, announcing to us his success against that 
place and Port Olenburg, which was taken hy storm. 

There were found in the forts a considerable quantity of military stores, 
and 160,000 dollars in specie, and two Indiamen ready laden for Europe were 
taken in the harbour. 

The Seahorse spoke with Captain Alms, who had with him the Sero, Isis, 
and Monmouth, and General Meadows with one of the transports. 

Sir Edward Hughes arrived with the. fleet this afternoon, and we may 
expect Captain Alms every hour. 

We have, &c., 

MACARTNEY. 

A. SADDIER. 

W. WILLIAMS. 

Port St. George, 1 
The 8th February 1782. } 


P.S . — Since writing the above our President has received a letter from the 
Officer Commanding at Pullicat, of which the enclosed is a copy. We shall 
write further to-morrow. 


To 

The Right fioN’BLB George Iiord Macartney. 

Mt Lord, — I have just now intelligence brought me, that may he depend- 
ed upon, that a little to the northward of Pullicat there are thirty-two Prench 
ships and there are two Prench ships within them very near the shore, taking 
and sinking all the coasting vessels they can meet with. When they appear in 
sight from Pullicat I shall lose no time to inform Your Lordship thereof. 

, I have, &c., 

Pullicat, > GEOHGE SMITH. 

The 8th February 1782. } 


The above letter having been received on the 26th instant, the following general order 
was immediately published to the army and circulated to the different suborffinates with the 
letter entered after it ; — 

General Order. 

No. S. 

_ The Hon’ble the Governor-General and Council have received public 
advices from the Presidency of Bombay of the safe arrival of Commander 
Alms wdth the naval armament under his command from Europe, and a large 
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body of land forces commanded by General Meadows on the 6th -ultimo, and 
have further received intelligence from the same authority of a signal and 
complete victory gained by our arms at Tellicherry under the conduct of Major 
A.bington, the Commanding Ofidcer of that garrison, against the army of Hyder 
Ally, which had invested the place for two years ; that about four hundred of the 
enemy were killed in this engagement and Sirdar Cawn, the General who com- 
manded on part of Hyder Ally, together with all his family, several principal 
officers and one thousand five hundred men made prisoners, and the post of Fort 
St. George and Mahe, which were in the enemy’s possession, captured, besides 
booty to a considerable amount ; and the Board have also received public and 
ultimate news from the Government of Fort St. George that Trincomaly and 
the Fort of Alenburg, belonging to the Butch on the Island of Ceylon, were taken 
by storm on the 6th ultimo by the fleet under command of Admiral Sir 
Edward Hughes, together with a very large property in military stores and 
goods, also 150,000 dollars in specie and two Indiamen, ready laden for Europe. 


Secret Dept. Fort ‘William, the 7th March 1782. 

At a CouNCiii, present: 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John MacPherson, Esq. 

LlETiTENANT-GENERAii SiR Exre Coote, K.B., absent 
on Command at the Presidency of Fort St. George. 


Head and approved the Proceedings of the 4th instant. 

Besolved that a letter as follows be -written to the King of Honey, the Saltan of Mendano, 
and to the Chief of the Moluccas 

To 

The King of Honey. 

Bong has the renown of the King of Bhony, as well as the name and 
character of the Buggesses, inhabitants of the extensive island of Celebes, which 
is subject to your authority, been known in these parts ; but from certain com- 
mercial agreements subsisting between my Sovereign, the King of Great Britain, 
and the Butch -w’hich precluded us from any kind of intercourse with tha-t 
country, I have been prevented hitherto from paying my respects to you. As 
the Butch have now taken up arms against us, and the faith of all former 
agreements with that nation has been cancelled, by the conduct which they 
have pursued, I gladly take this occasion to establish a correspondence with you, 
which I hope may in the end prove mutually agreeable and beneficial to us 
both. 

This letter will be delivered to you by Captain Thomas Forrest, a person 
well acquainted with the countries subordinate to you, and for this reason he 
has received credentials from this Government to ofEer our friendship and good 
wishes to yourself and the other Chiefs with whom you are in amity, and to in- 
timate to you the successes which, thro’ the wilt of divine Pro-vidence, we have had 
the good fortune to meet with against our enemies, the French, and Butch, both, 
in this country and in Europe. In Hindustan the Frenqh have been deprived 
of all the forts and possessions which they ever held there, and we have con- 
quered from the Butch their principal settlement of Negapatam, together with 
Sadrass, Pullicat and all the factories they possessed upon the Coast of Coroman- 
del and in Bengal. A considerable force was likewise detached against their 
garrisons on the Island of Ceylon, which is returned to Madras, after the capture 
of the harbour and forts at Trincomaly. The Dutch have likewise lost some of 
their valuable possessions in the West Indies. 

If I have been rightly informed, you have great cause to complain against 
the treacherous proceedings of the Butch. I flatter myself, therefore, that you 
will readily join with us in distressing this faithless people, by driving them 
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entirely out of your dominions, while we attack them in other quarters. What- 
ever places may he taken from them on the Island of Celebes, together with 
any property which they may possess there, will of course belong to you : we 
desire not to succeed to their garrisons, nor to make any fixed establishments, 
but merely to cultivate your good opinion, and to open a free and beneficial 
trade between your subjects and the English nation, which shall be liable only 
to such regulations and orders as you may think fit to agree to. 1 have 
written to the same effect, by Captain Thomas Eorrest, to the Molucca Chiefs 
and to the Sultan of Mindano, with all whom, I understand, you are in friend- 
ship. He will explain fully to you and to them the extent of the wishes and 
intentions of this Government. I therefore refer you to him for further particu- 
lars, and have only to remark if you shall resolve to commence hostilities 
against the Hutch, that no time is to be lost, for while such accumulated distress 
falls upon them they will have less the rneans of resistance in their power than 
if they are allowed to recover from their present misfortunes. 


Secret Dept., 

Monday. 

Fort William, the 11th March 1782. 

At a COTJNCIl., PRESENT : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John McPherson, Esq. 

Eibutbnant- General Sir Eyre Coote, K.B., absent 

on service at Fort St. George. 


The Proceedings of the 7th instant read and approved. 

The following letters from Fort St. George having been received on the 9th instant are 
now recorded 

To 

The Hon^ble Waerbn Hastings, Governor-General, &c.. Council of 

Fort William. 

Honorable Sir and Sirs, — The French fleet sailed from Pulicat yester- 
day morning, and was descried from hence, about 2 o’clock, steering directly 
towards this port. It consists of twenty-eight sail, of which twelve large ships, 
the rest frigates and transports. A little after sunset they came to an anchor 
at the - distance of 3 or 4 leagues. At daybreak this morning they again 
got under sail and stood for these roads. Between 12 and 1 o’clock the lead- 
ing ships anchored to give time to the rear division to come up. About half- 
past two they weighed, and the whole stood under an easy sail to the south- 
east, and in that direction past our fleet (at anchor) at the distance of 2 or 
3 miles. About half-past four, when the whole of the French fleet were 
clearly to leeward. Sir Edward Hughes made the signal for weighing anchor, 
and before 6 our fleet got under sail, and stood in line of battle towards the 
enemy, who were then about 2 leagues distant. 

There seems little doubt that an engagement will take place to-morrow, 
and although the enemy are superior in numbers, we have the firmest hope 
that the issue will be favourable to the British arms. 

"We have the honour to be, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, &o., 
MACARTNEY. 

AUTH. SADEIBR. 

M. WIELIAMS. 

Fort St. George, 

The 15th Fehmary 1782. 
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Resolved <Iiat the following letter be written to the President and Select Committee of 
Port St. George 

To 

The Select Committee at Fort St. George. 

Mx Lord and Gentdemsn, — "We have already acquainted you that we 
had received your several letters up to the 12th Pebruary, accompanied by your 
proceedings, which we should take an early opportunity of perusing with atten- 
tion. We have now the pleasure to acknowledge your further letters of the 15th 
and 18 th of the same month. 

Prom all these we perceive the great difiBculties you have had to struggle 
with in supporting the army in its operations in the Carnatic, and we observe 
with concern that notwithstanding your great exertions aided by the unwearied 
zeal, and unexampled perseverance of General Sir Eyre Coote, and the estab- 
lished superiority of the forces under his command that scarce any, if any, sub- 
stantial advantage has been obtained over the enemy, whose power may con- 
tinue to require the same vigorous efforts to resist it when the means shall be 
less within your reach. We therefore dread the continuance of the war in its 
consequences upon the strength and resources of these provinces, which must be 
considered as the essential part- of the British dominions, interest and property 
in India. The dominion of Bengal from its wealth, internal strength, and local 
advantages might be capable of defence against all the powers of the world, 
combined to attack it, if those advantages were confined to its own security, but 
in the past and actual application of your we feel them gradually declin- 
ing from the incessant drain which is unavoidably made upon them for the 
defence of the Company’s remote and less valuable possessions, and we have 
been imperceptibly led into the prosecution of a system so ruinous in its 
consequences, that if it should be extOnded beyond a certain length, it will 
exhaust the vital powers of this countr-y, and expose it a certain prey to the 
first invader. 

This obliges us to regard the war in the Carnatic as our own, and more 
interestingly though not so immediately, our concern than yours, because the 
final loss of all the British possessions under your Government would affect us 
only as a prelude to the loss of Bengal. You will therefore allow us to enter 
more minutely into such parts of your transactions as properly from the detail, 
and to -which we should never have thought of extending observations in a 
situation less urgent or critical than that which at present calls for our inter- 
position, and we are further and indeed principally impelled to it by the letters 
which w® have lately received from General Sir Eyre Coote. We shall offer 
our advice with all the tenderness and delicacy which become us upon a subject 
of which we profess to have no adequate materials to found a certain judg- 
ment, yet for the sake of expressing our sentiments the more fully, we will 
suppose every care which this correspondence alludes to, to exist in its extreme, 
as the grounds of our conclusions upon them. 

In all the advices transmitted to us of the operations on the Coast of Coro- 
mandel since the commencement of the war in the Carnatic, one capital defect 
has been invariably stated as the cause which has prevented our army from 
taking the field for any series of services, and prevented it from pursuing 
the greatest advantages which it has obtained over the enemy with effect, 
namely, the want of draft and carriage cattle. 

We read in your proceedings many expedients which you have adopted and 
great pains taken to overcome this difficulty. Tour measures, however, have not 
only failed of success, but appear to us to have been such as must ever prove 
abortive from too strict an attention to a principle which in justice we are 
compelled to approve, and even to applaud, whilst we recommend a plan totally 
subversive of it. ' . ■ 

We think we see grounds sufficient for conviction that it will he utterly 
impossible to provide the number of cattle which will be required for the use of 
the army on effective service by the ordinary and regular means of optional 
sale and purchase, or even by attempting an equal assessment. To take them 
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by violence would occasion a general outcry among the people, and if not a real 
obstruction to the collection of the revenue, it might prove a valid plea for 
withholding it ; hut this is not a time to apply ordinary means, or to pay too 
strict an attention to all the rights of a peaceable and tranquil Government. 
The attention before you at this particular crisis is, or seems to be, whether a 
few individuals shall withhold for a short time, and at their own option, the 
means by which the country may he redeemed from the horrors and effects of 
a protracted war till the whole be past redemption, or whether these means 
shall be forcibly taken by Government and applied to the preservation of the 
whole. We hesitate not to declare on this point, that if you cannot obtain 
such means without violence, violence must and ought to be used in that degree 
which shall he necessary to secure them. It is always in the power of Govern- 
ment to make the people, who may suffer by it, a due compensation for what is 
taken from them, and the suspension or remission of revenue, scanty as it is, can 
prove no object likely to be with every attention given to it of competition with’ 
such an important consideration. 

The second point on which we mean to treat in this letter is the power of 
directing the operations of the army and the exercise of that power. General 
Sir Eyre Ooote has complained to us in strong terms of an interference on the 
part of your Government in his general command, and of the embarrassments 
arising from it in his measures, and he has declared that unless these are effec- 
tually removed and all the military operations in the Carnatic left to his sole and 
exclusive conduct and control, so that they be consistently and uniformly 
directed to the same common objects, it will be impossible for him to exercise 
any longer his command, or to afford his services with any hopes of credit or 
success, hut that he must, in justice to the public and his own honor, relinquish 
the task as impracticable. 

We do not pretend to enquire into the grounds of this complaint, indeed 
we are better pleased, that we are destitute of the evidence requisite to form a 
judgment, whether it is well or ill founded, than solicitous to obtain it. Wo 
see but one single instance in which the great importance of its object and its 
complete success will justify the greatest irregularity, admitting that any was 
committed in the mode in which it was executed, we allude to the siege and 
capture of Negapatam. 

Whether there are any other causes for Sir Eyre Ooote’s dissatisfaction 
besides the above we know not, but we shall offer our opinion upon the general 
question, and beg you will receive it in good part. We think that so much is 
due to the unexampled zeal and exertions of the present Commander -in-Ohief, 
and to the confidence, which we are assured, the army reposes in his command, 
and so much depends in all operations of war on uniformity of system and 
authority, that we do most earnestly recommend to you that Sir Eyre Coote’s 
wishes in this point may be gratified to their fullest possible extent, and that 
you will allow him an entire and unparticipated command over all the forces 
acting under your authority in the Carnatic. We do not. mean to include your 
own immediate garrison excepting in that single case which we will* not 
suppose, and which, if it should happen is already provided for, by the special 
orders of the Court of Directors. 

We are sensible at the same time that every Government must of course 
possess an ultimate and oyerruling authority, and that the right of exercising 
such authority which is inherent in it must also he invariable and perpetual, not- 
withstanding any restrictions which it may impose upon itself for particular 
purposes, and cases may possibly happen in which the instant interposition of 
that authority inay be absolutely necessary for the safety of the state without 
either a participation or communication with 'the person entrusted with 
the general military command. When such cases do occur, they will of course 
take effect from their own weight and urgency, and* it will depend on your 
j adgment alone to 'determine whether they be such as demand your sole and 
separate interposition. We mean not to prescribe the application of the rule in 
such cases, and we hope there will be no occasion for it, but in all others we 
wish that the whole conduct of the war may be left entirely to the manage- 
ment and direction of the Commander-in-Ghief, at least to the officer who now 
holds that station, and whom we consider as entitled to such a mark of confi- 
dence in the most distinguished manner. 
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You will judge how sincerely we wish you to adopt this principle from its 
conformity to our own example far exceeding the limited scene of your oper- 
ations, for the General had no sooner taken his departure from hence to assume 
the immediate conduct of the operations in the Carnatic, than we issued orders 
to all our troops employed on foreign service to pay implicit obedience to such 
injunctions as they might receive from him without writing for our sanction or 
confirmation. 

In some points however we think the principle we have recommended 
should be carried beyond our example, such, for instance, as in the conciliation 
of the dependant Chiefs of th6 Carnatic, the acceptance of terms offered by 
those of the enemy, and in general such other acts as do not fall within the 
express line of military command, hut which may contribute to the success of 
its operations either by adding strength to our arms or weakening those which 
may be opposed to them. Who is charged with the conduct of the war, especially 
if he has shewn himself deserving of that confidence in an eminent degree, 
ought, we conceive, to be trusted with an implicit discretion. 

We hope we have sufficiently guarded the advice which we have taken 
upon ourselves to give^ you in this letter upon the two points that occurred to us 
as requiring it, to obviate any inference that our interference is grounded on an 
opinion unfavorable to your past conduct. We have declared a different 
opinion of it in its relation to the first point, and on the latter we profess a 
total ignorance of any cause which could have excited the General’s displeasure 
excepting one, and that we mention as refiecting in its consequences a credit on 
your administration, and we believe it has proved equally pleasing to him. As 
co-partners in a common cause, we mean only to contribute our councils to the 
aid of yours. Were we to adopt the ostensible and artificial language that 
prudence which dictates to the minds of men the sole preservation of 
their own personal characters by acting under the cover of prescribed forms 
without regard to public consequences, we might avail ourselves of the powers 
with which the Court of Directors have lately invested us over the other Pre- 
sidencies to take the lead in all their military and political operations, and of 
peremptory orders given by them to the other Presidencies to pay an implicit 
obedience to our injunctions ; but the exercise' of such a privilege might prove 
as ungrateful to you as it would be painful to ourselves, and we know it to be 
unnecessary : we do not command ; we only recommend ; and this degree of in- 
terference is assumed by us more with a view to lessen the weight of your re- 
sponsibility by taking on ourselves a considerable portion of it in so hazardous 
a service, and under circumstances requiring perhaps some deviation from the 
rules of ordinary practice or general opinion, than for the purpose of influencing 
your measures or of opposing the judgment in which you had formed them. 

We have read with attention your proceedings, and though it would be 
superfluous for us to descend to particular remarks upon them, we cannot avoid 
ta Ving this opportunity of expressing our entire satisfaction with the agree- 
ment which has been made by your President with the Nabob Walla Jah for 
obtaining the cession of the revenues of the Carnatic into the hands of your 
agents for the support of the war ; and we applaud the address and ability with 
which so considerable a point must have been gained from him. At the same 
time we think it a justice due to the N abob to declare it as our opinion that in 
this act he has afforded the strongest proof of the sincerity and warmth of his 
attachment to the interests of the Company, and that he merits every acknow- 
ledgment and return which it may be in their power to make for it either to 
him or his family. 

As the intentions of Nizam Ally Cawn yet remain doubtful and his con- 
duct rather suspicious, and at all events as the appearance of a detachment of 
forces on our southern frontier, ready to march on any service which they may 
be required to perform, will be of use to your military operations in the 
Carnatic, we have, agreeably to your desire, ordered a detachment of four regi- 
ments of sepoys with a suitable proportion of artillery to be formed under the 
command of IMajor \V illiam Popham. 

We have written to Mr. Hollond desiring hb will lose no time in bringing 
the Nabob Nizam Ally to a definitive declaration of his intentions with respect 
to us, and if he shall agree to the defensive plan of alliance which has been 
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proposed as tlie basis of a treaty witb him, and in consequence resolve to assist 
us with his forces in the present contest against BLyder, we have empowered 
him to make a requisition to Major Popham to join his army immediately with 
the detachment which we expect will be ready upon our frontiers before his 
answer can arrive. 

We are, with esteem. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, &c., 

WAHTIEN HASTINGS. 

PoKT WiiiLiAM, \ EDWAHD WHELiER. 

The 11th March 1782, J JOHN McPHERSON. 

Intelligence from Porto Novo, the 21st February 1783. 

One of our hiroarrahs from Porto Novo reports that he met with the butler 
of Captain Bowles in that place, who told him that on Monday last, the 18th in- 
stant, Colonel Brathwaite was entirely defeated by Teepoo Saib at 10 o’clock in 
the morning ; that the Colonel was wounded in his back with a sword, and 
that his son lost one of his legs with a cannon ball ; one of the officers of the 
cavalry killed and another wounded ; all his men taken by the enemy ; a great 
number of sepoys killed and wounded, excepting eight companies, who were 
ordered by the Colonel to make their way good to Tranquebar, with tents, 
baggage, provisions, and some money while he was engaged with the enemy ; 
and that they arrived safe at that place. Teepoo Saib and Monsieur Lally 
had marched towards Nagapatam with Colonel Brathwaite prisoner with them 
and some officers ; it is said that the French ships are going to Negapatam to 
land their men there. The above butler further told him that two battalions of 
sepoys and four guns arrived at Shawcottah from Tanjore to reinforce Colonel 
Brathwaite, but^n the meantime, hearing that he was defeated, they returned 
to Tanjore. Colonel Brathwaite wounded and prisoner. Captain Bowles pri- 
soner, Mr. Campbell prisoner, Mr. Samson wounded and prisoner. Mr. Kennet 
ditto, Mr. Cameron killed, three other ostensive officers are wounded and 
prisoners. 

A true copy. 

THOMAS KINGSCOLE, 

Dej^uty Secretary. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Comroittee from 1st Anril to 6th June 

1782. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 1st April 1782. 

Monday. At a OoTJNCiii, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor -General, ^President. 

Edward Wheder, Esq[. 

John McPherson, Esq, 

Lietjtenant-Genbrad Sir Eyre Ooote, K.B., absent on service 
at Fort St. George. 

■Received the following letter from Sir Edward Hughes, Superb, in Madras Road, the 
17th March 1782 

Gentlemen, — I had the honor to address you last by letter of the 12th 

sir Edwra H.shri 2 Mh Murcb. reteoary fiom tMs road, advising yon of the 

success of His Majesty s squadron under my com- 
mand against Trincomalee on the Island of Ceylon, and the same day received 
intelligence of the arrival of the French squadron on this coast to the 
northward. On the 15th they came in sight of this place, and stood in for the 
road apparently with an intention to attack the ships there, but on their near 
approach, and finding the squadron more numerous than they expected, they 
hauled away to the southward, when I immediately made the signal for thfe 
squadron to weigh and pursued them. I stood to the southward all that night 
under an easy sail, and at day-light next morning found they had separated, 
twelve sail of line of battle-ships and a frigate bearing east of me, distant 
about four leagues, and sixteen sail of frigates, transports, and other vessels 
bearing south-west, distant about three leagues and steering direct for Pondi- 
chery. I immediately made the signal for a general chase to the south-west, 
in order, if possible, to come with and take their transports, and well knowing 
the enemy’s line of battle-ships would follow to protect them all in their power. 
In the course of the chase our copper-bottomed ships came up with six sail of 
ships and vessels, five of which were English, captured by the enemy, with 
grain cargoes, out of which I ordered the Frenchmen to be taken and the 
vessels directed to proceed to Negapatam Hoad, the' sixth was the L' Auris ton 
transport having on board 300 of their troops taken by the Isia. 

The moment the enemy’s line of battle-ships discovered my intention to 
chase their transports, they put before the wind and made all the sail they could 
after me, and by three o’clock in the afternoon four of their best sailing line of 
of battle-ships were got within two or three miles of their sternmost ships, and 
the ships in chase were very much spread by the ships they were chasing, steer- 
ing different courses, some to the south-east, others to the south, and several 
to the south- west~ I therefore judged it necessary to make the signal for the 
chasing ships to join me, which they all did a'bout 7 o’clock in the evening, 
and I continued standing to the south-east under an easy sail all that night, 
the enemy’s squadron in sight and making many signals. 

At day-light in the morning of the 17th the body of the enemy’s squadron 
home north by east of ours, distant about three leagues, the morning very thick 
and hazy with light winds and frequent squalls of short duration from the 
north-north-east, and the enemy crowding all the sail they could towards 
our squadron. At 6 in the morning I made the signal to form in line of battle 
ahead at two cables length distance. At 26 minutes past 8 our line ahead 
being formed with great difficulty from the want of wind and frequent intervals 
of calms, I made the signal for the leading ship to make the same sail as the 
Admiral, and made sail formed in the line ahead with intention to try to 
weather the enemy that I might engage them closely. At 10 the enemy’s 
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squadron having the advantage of the squalls from north-north-east which, 
always reached them first and in consequence continued longest with them^ 
neared our squadron very fast, and I made the signal for our line to alter the 
course two points to starboard, the enemy’s squadron then steering down on our 
rear in an irregular double line abreast. At half an hour past noon I made the 
signal for our squadron to form the line of battle abreast at two cables length 
distance in order to draw the rear of our line up with the centre, and prevent 
the enemy frorg. attacking it separately. At 3 in the afternoon the enemy still 
pushing on to our rear in a double line abreast, I made the signal for the 
ships in our line to steer and bear south-east and north-west of each 
other in order to draw our rear ships stiU. closer to the centre, and at 
40 minutes after 3, finding it impossible to avoid the enemy’s attack under all 
the disadvantages of little or no wind, and that of being to leeward of them, 
I made the signal for our squadron to form the line of battle ahead at two cables 
length distance. At 4 the Exeter , which was the sternmost ship on our rear 
when formed in line of battle ahead on the starboard tack, not being closed up 
to her second ahead, three of the enemy’s ships in their first line bore down 
right upon her, whilst four more of their second line headed by the Eero 
hauled along the outside of their first line towards our centre. At 5 minutes 
past 4 the enemy’s three ships begun their fire on the Exeter , which was 
returned by her and her second ahead. At 10 minutes past 4 I made the signal 
for battle, and at 12 minutes the action became general from our centre to our 
rear, the commanding ship of the enemy with three others of their second line 
leading down on our centre, yet never at any time during the action advancing 
farther than opposite to the Superb’s (our centre ship) chestree and beam, and we 
having little or no wind and some heavy rain during that time. 

Under these circumstances the enemy brought eight of their best ships to 
the attack of five of our, as the van of our line consisting of the Monmouth, 
Eagle, Eurford, and Worcester could not be brought into action without taking 
on the enemy, and although the signal for that purpose was at the mast-head 
ready for hoisting, there was neither wind sufficient to enable them to tack nor 
for the five ships then engaged with the enemy hard-pressed and much disabled 
in their sails and rigging to follow them without an almost certainty of separa- 
ting our van from our rear. At 6 in the afternoon a squall of wind from the 
south-east took our ships and paid them round head on to the enemy to the 
north-eastward, when the engagement was renewed with great spirit and alacrity 
from our starboard guns, and at 25 minutes past 6 the enemy hauled on their 
wind to the north-east and ceased firing. 

At this time the Superb had lost her main yard shot into two pieces in the 
slings, had five feet water in her hold, and continued for some time to gain on 
all her pumps, until many of the largest shot-holes under water were plugged 
up, and neither brace nor bow-line left entire, and the Exeter, reduced almost to 
the state of a wreck, had made the signal of distress, the other three ships in 
our rear, the Monarca, Isis, and Eero had suffered less, and indeed the enemy’s 
fire appeared plainly to be directed principally against the Superb and Exeter. 

In this situation I stood to the southward under little or no sail all 
night, and in the morning at day-light found the Superb’s mainmast, foremast 
and bowsprit so much wounded as to render it exceedingly dangerous to carry 
sail on them. The Exeter’s masts were also much damaged,- and the shot-holes 
in all the ships so far under water as to render it impossible to stop them but 
by giving the ships deep heels in smooth water, all which, and the wind 
continuing to blow from the northward, determined me to proceed to 
Trincomalee, there as the only proper place to refit the disabled ships, but 
having had little winds and a northerly current, I did not reach it till the 
24th of last month, and having done ■with the utmost expedition what was 
absolutely necessary to put the ships in a condition for service, I sailed from 
that place on the 4th of this month, having advanced to Captain Bdnniveaux, 
the Commandant there, a farther sum of money for the pay of the garrison, 
and General Meadows having left a detachment of the 98th Regiment, consisting 
of two officers and 60 men, for the better securing of that important place. 

On the 12th. of the month I ret'urned with His Majesty’s squadron to this 
road, and am now using all possible diligenco to complete the water provisions 
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and stores of the ships^ of all which they were in great want, and will, I hope, 
he effected in a few days more, when I shall proceed off the Island of Ceylon 
to cruize for the protection of the transport with troops ordered round from the 
Malabar Coast, and of our expected reinforcements from England, 

Ihe enemy s squadron, of which I herewith enclose an authentic list, are 
now lying in Porto Novo Hoad, landing troops and taking in water ; what they 
intend to do next is not known here. 


I have the honour to he, &c., 
EDWARD HUGHES. 


Authentic List of the F'^ench feet. 
Prigates and Sloops. 

. 40 Flutes/" 


Hero "" . 

‘"UOrient"" 

« Hannibal "" 
Brilliant "" 

Severe "" 

Ajax "" 

Bizarre "" . 

^^Vengeur"" 

« Sphinx 
Artesien 
Flamand 

English Hannibal "" 


74 

Purvoyense 

74 

La Fine "" 

74 

Bell one "" 

64 

Subtile 

64 

Silphide "" 

64 

Diligent "" 

64 


64 


64 


64 


60 


50 



40 Ij"Auriston."" 

40 Bon Amis."" 

20 Maurepas."" 

18 Brisan."" 

8 Deux Amis."" 

^^Tille Unique."" 
St. Anne."" 


The Board considering the above account from Vice-Admiral Sir Edward 

Minute of the Board. engagement with the French fleet 

under Monsieur Sufferine on the Coast of Coroman- 
del on the l7th February last, and deeming the advantages gained by bur ships in 
taking the L* jluriston and rescuing a number of prizes captured by the enemy, 
and in silencing their fire after an action of two hours and a half under a great 
disparity of numbers as equal to a victory, ordered that a general discharge of 
the artillery in the garrison of Fort William he made to-morrow morning in 
commemoration of this event. 


Agreed that the following letter be written to Sm Edward Hughes : — 

To Sir Edward Hughes. 

Slu, — We have received your letter of the 20th ultimo containing a detail 
of your engagement with the French squadron. We know not whether most 
to admire or applaud that gallaut spirit and zeal for the service of your country 
which prompted you to pursue an enemy so superior in numbers and resolutely 
to force him into action under the additional disadvantages created by the cir- 
cumstances which you have described. That in such a situation you should 
have been able to capture two of their capital transports, for the Chapman’s 
prize we attribute to the effect of your dispersing that part of the squadron 
without any loss on your side, is a proof so unequivocal of the superior courage 
g il d discipline of the oflS.cers and seamen under your command, and of their 
confidence in their leader as must excite in the minds of all the powers in 
India a confirmed opinion of the unrivalled military character of the English 
nation. But independent of the benefits naturally arising from a superiority 
of reputation, we expect to derive the most solid advantages from the effects of 
this noble exertion in the public cause. 

728 F. D. 


S53 



4 


When we reflect that the Erench have been for years prepariog this arma- 
ment at a vast expense, and had formed the most flattering prospects of its suc- 
cess, that its arrival in India was regarded by the enemies of the British Gov- 
ernment both here and at home as the final period of our power on the Coast of 
Coromandel ; that upon its assistance Hyder Alii had formed the strongest 
hopes of our total extirpation, and the Ereneh themselves came in full confi- 
dence of complete conquest. We cannot but regard even a drawn battle which 
has been the means of disappointing such mighty expectations and of defeating 
a project which threatened our political existence in India as a decided victory, 
and we look for the most happy consequences to our affairs from the influence 
which your judicious and spirited efforts will produce on the conduct of every 
power in India which is interested in the present war either as friends or 
enemies. 

In a word we regard your action with the French fleet as the crisis of our 
fate in the Carnatic, and in the result of it we see that province relieved and 
preserved, and the permanency of the British power in India firmly established. 
For such important services to the nation and to the Company we, as their 
representatives, offer you our warmest acknowledgments, and our sincerest 
congratulations on your success and the glory you have acquired in obtaining it. 

W^e earnestly hope that a junction with your reinforcements will enable 
you to attain the most decisive advantages, and the entire exclusion of the 
enemy from these seas, an event which we dare to promise ourselves after the 
happy effect which we have already experienced from your command. 

We have the honour to be, &c., 

Fort William, ■> 

The 4th April 1782. j 


Hon’ble Sib and Sibs,- 

Fort St. George, lOtb. Marcli. 


-We have the honour to enclose you copy of a 
letter we have received from Mr. Fallofield 
our Provincial Chief at Cuddalore. 


Fort St. George,') MACARTNEY, 

10th March 1782. j Select Committee. 


Mv Lord and Gentlemen, — The report of the defeat of Tippoo Saheb’s 
Mr. Fallofield to Madras Select Com- detachment to the westward of Trichinopoly spread 
™***®®- everywhere to the southward, and is publicly spoke 

of at Porto Novo. He has lost, it is said, about 3,000 cavalry and a number of 
sepoys, and is himself with 1,000 horse returned to Combiconum. M. Lally 
with another party has taken a different route, but where he is is not known. 

I am informed that five French offlioers have been to Ohillumbrum, and 
that they talk of sending 300 men there soon. I hear they are collecting 
draft bullocks and making some fascines, &c. They have, however, landed no 
more people, but wait, it is said, for M. Piveron*s return with Hyder’s answer 
to their proposals. Two or three French ofidcers accompanied M. Piveron to 
Hyder’s camp. 

Two French sailors came in to-day and say that 10 sailors and soldiers of 
one of the men-of-war had agreed to desert, but that the others could not make 
their escape. 

They say there are 300 pieces of cannon for Hyder in the fleet, 60 mortars in 
one ship and the shells in another, and near 6,000 men, including 1,000 ooffries 
and 200 or 300 sepoys of Mauritius, and that six of the transports are still miss- 
ing ; that 28 vessels left Mauritius, and they were three months on their passage, 
some of the ships sailing so slowly that they were at times taken in tow ; 
that the engagement lasted four hours, but they believe none of the English or 
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French ships received much damage ; that Admiral Sufferin’s ship, the Sero, 
engaged Sir Edward’s ship ; and that the old Brilliante is in the fleet. 


CTTUDAIiORE, 

The 6th March 1782. 


} 


I have the honor to he, &c., 

E. W. FAELOFIELD. 


Secret Dept., 
Monday. 


Fort William, the 22nd April 1782. 

At A COTJNCII/, PRESENT : 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor-General. 

John McPherson, Esq. 

Edward Wheder, Esq. 

Dibdtenant-General Sir Eyre Coote, K.B., absent on service 
at Fort St. George. 

Head and approved the Proceedings of the I5th instant. 

Received the following letter from LoiiX) Macautnet : — 

Hon’bdb Sir and Sirs, — B efore you receive this you will no doubt have 

Euciosed in Lord Macartney’s letter. Unjiappy fate of OUT Southem Army, 

who surrendered at discretion on the 18th at 12 
o’clock at Annagoody, a village about 4 miles from Pantanellore. Tippoo 
Sahib and Dally with about 6,000 horse, 12,000 infantry, and twenty guns 
came upon them before they had timely notice to retreat. A few days 
before this Colonel Brathwaite had been so obliging as to offer to 
appoint me his aide-de-camp in the room of Dieutenant Bonedon (who died 
here on the 8th instant), and as my inclination led me to take the fleld the 
appointment was such as I could wish and I immediately accepted of 
it. I was proceeding the 17th to join him and had got as far as Shoal- 
verain (about half-way betwixt Oombaconum and -camp) at 9 a.m., when 
I heard a very heavy cannonade and soon afterwards quick platoon firing. 
As I had about 2,000 pagodas with me, besides a very slender escort and no 
intelligence, 1 thought prudent to return to the fortified pagoda at Oombaconum, 
where we had two companies of sepoys ; informing Colonel Brathwaite at the 
same time of the steps I had taken. The next morning I had a chit from him 
by the sepoy I had sent of which the following is a copy : " Dear Sir, — We have 
had a very hard day of it, have kept our ground but are surrounded, do what 
the bearer tells you.” On questioning the bearer, however he assured me he 
had no instructions whatever but to deliver the chit as soon as possible : he 
left camp at 10 at night, said they seemed to be in great confusion, and were 
preparing to move, and that he heard a great deal of firing about two hours 
after. The account of what passed afterwards from the sepoys, and others 
who have made their escape, to the time of their surrender, are confused and 
contradictory. The following are, however, the best I can collect, and what the 
major part of them seem to agree in. The Colonel attempted to retire in the 
night, but it was then too late, being surrounded and closely watched by the 
enemy. He marched about 10 with two battalions of sepoys, leaving the 
cavalry and the 13th Battalion on the ground, who were ordered to make a 
show of entrenching themselves by digging with mamuties, &o., and in two 
hours after to follow him as expeditiously as possible, leaving their tents 
standing. I am of opinion his intention was to retreat to Negapatam as he 
advanced towards Myaveram, but he soon found the enemy had got betwixt 
him and the 13th Battalion ; and he therefore returned in order to join 
them which he effected with great difiGLculty, being obliged to fight all the way 
back The enemy rocketed him very much, which not only created great con- 
fusion but did great execution. It was day -break before the Colonel joined, 
when they had guns opening upon them from every quarter. They sustained 
this heavy cannonade, and were likewise engaged with the enemy’s infantry 
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till 11 o’clock, -when the Colonel, finding his destruction, -would be ine-vitable 
if he remained any longer on the ground, marched off and pushed for the 
Pagoda of Mannegoody (about a mile from camp) , and he had merely gained it, 
when one of the battalions (most accounts say the Tan j ore Grenadiers), seeing 
a large body of the enemy advancing to charge them, made a run for the 
Pagoda, leaving their guns behind them. This occasioned almost a general 
confusion when the enemy out in amongst them and did great execution. At 
this time Colonel Brathwaite received a wound from an horseman across his 
back. The 13th Battalion, who had the rear, behaved extremely well and made 
their way good to the Pagoda. The sepoys, who had now been two days without 
provisions, and fighting about the whole time against such a superior force, were 
so dishear-tened that they called out for Cowl. There was a consultation of the 
ofS.cers, the result of which was they offered to surrender at discretion. There 
are several black officers and about 600 sepoys who escaped from the enemy 
and come in, here. All the officers except Bind are wounded. Mr. Stuart’s 
boy is come in who says he saw his master killed ; some sepoys of the 10th 
Battalion say he is only wounded. 

Dr, White was unhurt. I have before mentioned to you that the accounts 
given by those who have escaped are very contradictory, but if I can hereafter 
obtain more circumstantial ones I shall send them to you. A sepoy is just 
now come in who says the Colonel is dead of his wounds — “ happy for him if it 
is so.” My accounts from camp were very unfavorable on the 18th, but I did 
not hear of the dreadful disaster till the day following, though I had upwards 
of thirty people out for intelligence, but the country being covered with horse, 
they could not procure any. I wrote to Captain Alcock and Mr. Sullivan all the 
particulars I could learn, and like-wise sent the money into Tan j ore. Captain 
Alcock -wrote me that if I had heard nothing from Colonel Brathwaite to retreat 
immediately, which I did, and had the good luck to get into the fort bringing 
in the two companies from the fortified Pagods, and three which Ensign Salmon 
had at Triviar, The following is nearly the strength of the corps which Colonel 
Brathwaite had with him. 


I am, &o., 
OHAS. SABMON. 


Cavalry about 200 strong ; Bieutenants Samson and Bowles, Ensigns 
Graham, Jheales, and Bog ; two select companies of the 6th Battalion ; 13th 
Battalion, 300 ; Bieutenant Bind, Ensigns Gahagan and Bley wood ; 10th 
Battalion, 300; Bieutenant Gillon, Ensigns Holmes, Stuart, MoAlly ; Tan j ore 
Grenadiers, 460 ; Bieutenant Eastland ; 9th and 18th Battalions, 60 ; Ensign 
Kennet, Infantry, attached to the cavalry 150. Artillery : Captain Judson, 
Bieutenant Sutolife, Ensign Ellawman ; 80 Europeans and natives ; Europeans 
50; Ensign Eenwick; Bieutenant Cameron, Brigade Major, and Dr. White. 

Six siX“pounders ; two three-pounder gallopers ; one howitzer. All the 
sepoys who are come in say Hyder is certainly coming to besiege this place. 
Tippoo Sahib is encamped four miles to the northward of us. 

A true copy, 

THOS. KINGSCOTE, 

Deputy Secretary . 


Sib, — ^You’ll be pleased to acquaint the Right Hon’ble the Governor that 
my vessel is the Hon’ble Company’s Snow Elizabeth from Port Marlborough, 
bound to Bengal ; that on my way there, in latitude 6° 40^ and about 30 
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leagues to the westward of Achinhead on the 11th March, fell in with a fleet 
of ships under the command of Captain "Wolseley, and are as follows : — 


Guns. 


Ma^nanime 

Sultan 

Neckar (Frencli prize) 
Blanford • 

Earl of Hertford 
Northumberland 
Deptford • , 

Chesterfield 
Lord Mulgrave 
Tartar " 


64# Captain Chas. Wolseley. 

74# Captain Watt. 

Captain Carpenter- 
Captain Pigou. 

Captain Clarke. 

Captain Rees- 
Captain G-. Elkinton* 
Captain Boswell. 

Captain Urmstone. 
Captain Eiott. 


Having on board the 78th Regiment, part of which are in a very sickly 
state, having touched at no place since they left St. Helena. On the 18th we 
fell in with the MincMnbroo&e last from Mosambigue, where she had wintered 
after losing her passage. 


Commodore Wolseley thought it of the greatest consequence to the service 
that the Governor and Admiral should be advised of the proximity of so large 
a fleet, not knowing the situation of affairs on the Coast that he thought proper 
to break through my orders, and to send me on with despatches which I shall 
bring on shore as early tomorrow morning as a boat can be procured which I 
shall leave to you. I saw them last in latitude 9° IS' north and 7°00' west of 
Acheen. Some of the Indiamen are very heavy sailers, and retard the progress 
of the good-going ships very much. The Mechar is under jury masts. The 
Sultan chased two French ships-of-war off the South Nicobars, but having 
very calm weather could not come up with them : one was a 20-gun ship. 
They both chased me the day before I fell in with the fleet, but I got from 
them by outsailing. 


Madras Roads, 
The 29th March 1783. 


} 


I am, &c., 

WILLIAM KIRTON. 

A true copy, 

THOS. KING SCOTE, 


Deputy Secretary. 


To Colonel Gilbert Ironside, Commanding the 3rd Brigade. 

Sib, — The 35th Regiment of sepoys having behaved in a very seditions 
and mutinous manner, and having refused to go upon a service for which they 
were ordered, and it being necessary by some exemplary and general punish- 
ment to strike at the root of an evil so subversive of military subordination 
and so big with danger in its consequences, I am to desire, in obedience to the 
cofumand of the Governor-General and Council, that you will immediately oin 
the arrival of this regiment, which has been ordered to your cantonment, dis- 
miss the whole of it, both native officers and privates in the front of the 3rd 
Regiment and sepoy troops at your station in, the most formal and ignomi- 
nious manner by stripping them of their coats and obliging them to ^ound 
their arms. 

Prior to this ceremony you will explain to the men of this regiment the 
cause of their dismission, and at the same time it is to be declared to them and 
to the other troops present, that this corps having lately been employed upon a 
service in which, by the indulgence and bounty of Government, they had 
-amassed considerable property, had presumed upon the wea,lth thus acquired 
to refuse going upon any new duty, and aggravated their crime by ingratitude, 
thaf the Board, justly incensed at such conduct, have given peremi)tory orders 
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prohibiting the admission of these officers and men again into the army in 
any capacity whatever. 

In order that the dismission of this regiment may be attended with as 
many disgraceful circumstances as possible, I would have it marched by 
companies, the native warrant officers (with halters about their necks) at the 
head of their respective companies, to some small distance from cantonments, 
the commandant, the two adjutants, and two Grenadier subadars, who are sup- 
posed to be the principal instigators of the mutiny, you will order into confine- 
ment. 

A subadar of the name of Incha Sing, and any other of the warrant officers, 
or non-warrant officers or sepoys whom Captains Sparks or Hamilton can from 
their own positive knowledge acquit of being concerned in, or acquainted with 
this mutiny, may be exempted from the punishment and permitted to remain in 
the service, but they are to be particularly cautioned not to make this distinction 
in favour of any individual without a thorough conviction of his innocence. 

The arms and clothing of the men dismissed from their regiments you 
will be pleased to order the quartermaster of the sepoy corps to lodge in the 
magazine, taking receipts from the Commissary for the same. 

I am, &c., 

GILES STIBBEETS. 


FoET WlI/IilAM, 

The 20th March 1782 



A true copy, 
WILLIAM SCOTT. 


To CoroNjEii GiiiBBBT Ieonside, Commanding the Srd Brigade. 

Sir, — The same disinclination to proceed upon service which shewed itself 
in the 35th Regiment having also appeared in the corps at Barrackpore, and 
as it is to be apprehended that this mutinous spirit may have been infused 
into the native troops at your station, if the instructions regarding the dismis- 
sion of that regiment have not already been complied with, I am to desire 
that they be carried into effect in the most extensive manner, and that the 
greatest circumspection be used in doing it. 

As it probably may be found necessary to make more severe examples of 
these mutineers than directed by my letter of the 20th instant, I have further 
to desire that you will order into confinement a few of the men belonging to it, 
besides those you have already had instructions about, of whatever denomination, 
who are supposed to have been particularly forward in instigating the others 
to mutiny and sedition, and to the end that they may be brought to trial. You 
will endeavour to collect evidences for their prosecution by promising pardon 
and a continuance in the service to any men who will give such information as 
may establish their guilt. 

I have just received a letter from Captain Hamilton at Nugardeep, in 
which he mentions a subadar and a jamadar as principal ringleaders; thesBt 
amongst others I beg may be seized. 

I am, &c., 

GILES STIBBERTS. 

Fort WixniAM, > 

The 22nd March 1782. i 


To Major-Gbnebal Sxibbbrts, Commander-in-Cliie£. 

— I have received your commands of the 20th and 22nd instant, as also 
the General Orders of the 20th instant, all respecting the reduction of the 
regiment of sepoys. 
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From the communication of the Government’s intentions at Calcutta they 
became known two days ago at the city, but by the precautions taken to 
conceal them here no suspicion of the dissolution of the regiment arose 
amongst the sepoys, so that the blow has fallen upon them '^^ith its full 
effects, and I am pleased to inform you without the least bad accident. 

Every part of your commands has been carried into execution in the most 
ignominious dismission of the 35th Regiment, both native officers and privates, 
in presence of all the troops at this station. 

They were first disarmed ; next the cause of their dismission proclaimed to 
them and to all the troops present ; they were then stripped of their clothing, 
accoutrements, and devices ; their colours torn and burnt ; and halters tied 
about the necks of the warrant and non-warrant officers. Lastly, the whole 
were drummed out of the cantonments by the Rogues March and' dispersed in 
diffei'ent, directions three coss round Berhampore. 

The commandant, the two adjutants, and one Grenadier subadar (the com- 
mandant being the other), together with all those who are supposed to be insti- 
gators of the mutiny, are lodged in confinement. 

The suhadar named Incha Sing, together with other warrant and non- 
warrant officers and privates recommended by Captains Sparks and 
Hamilton, were exempted from the punishment and are continued in the service 
until your designation of them be known. They are formed into a particular 
body, under the care of an officer of the 14th Regiment. 

I shall direct the European officers and serjeants to do duty in the regi- 
ments here till further orders, and divide the drums amongst the battalions 
that want them. 

The arms, clothing, and accoutrements are lodged in the store with the 
Commissary of Ordnance, and receipts taken for the same. 

Several evidences are collected for the prosecution of such of the prisoners 
as may be brought to trial and they are confined under separate guards. 

Returns of the officers and men reserved, together with the prisoners and 
the evidences, shall be sent by the evening’s post. 

I do not detain this letter for them, but hurry it off express in hopes that 
it will arrive time enough to serve as an example for the prevention of any 
further disturbances at Barraokpore. 


Berhampore, 
The S5th March 1783 



I have the honour, &c., 
GILBERT IRONSILE. 


Copy of General Orders issued by the Commander-in-Chief, 20tb March 1783. 

The 35th Regiment of Sepoys having behaved in a very seditious and 
mutinous manner, and having refused to go upon a service for which it was 
ordered, and it being necessary, by some exemplary and general punishment, to 
strike at the root of an evil so subversive of military subordination, and so big 
with danger in its consequences, the Board have thought proper to direct that 
whole of it, hoth native officers and sepoys, be dismissed in the most formal 
and ignominious manner in front of the troops stationed at Berhampore. 

The Board have further desired that it be published to the army that this 
regiment having lately been employed upon a service in which, by the indul- 
gence and bounty of Government, they had amassed considerable property, had 
presumed on the wealth thus acquired to refuse going upon any new duty, and 
aggravated their crime by ingratitude : that justly incensed at such conduct, 
they, in the most peremptory manner, prohibit the admission of these officers 
and men into the army again in any capacity whatever. 
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The Commander-m-Ohief accordingly directs that this order be read and 
explained at the head of all the native corps of the army, and that the com- 
manding officers of brigades, regiments, and battalions of sepoys pay the 
strictest attention to the spirit of it. The Oommander-in-Chief further directs 
that commanding officers will, as far as lies in their power, prevent any com- 
munication between the corps under their command and the dismissed officers 
and men of this disgraced regiment, and that when any of them appears either 
in cantonments or camp they be turned out with marks of ignominy and 
contempt. 

That the officers of the army may be acquainted with the names of the 
native officers who did belong to this regiment, a list of them will be published 
hereafter in General Orders. 


A true copy, 
WILLIAM SOOTT, 

Secretary . 


The Govekhoh-Genekal, — My purpose for desiring to obtain the inform- 
ation contained in this letter was not to proceed in any fresh measures with 
respect to the sepoys, but to transmit an account of the facts by the ship 
then under despatch to the Court of Directors. But the letter was not sent in 
till after the close of the Packets, and, of course, was too late to make a part of 
our despatches. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 29th April 1782. 

Monday. At a Cohnou-, present : 

The Hon’beb Waruen Hastings, Governor -General. 

John McPherson, Esq. 

Mr. Wheler, indisposed . 

Liehtbnant-Generae Sir Eyre Coote, K.B., absent on service at 
Fort St. George. 

Read and approved the Proceeding’s of the 22nd instant. 


Enclosed in a letter from the Government of Fort St. George. 

To — J. HuDDIiBSTONB, Esq. 

Sir, — Agreeable to His Lordship’s instructions, I now transmit you every 
transaction that has reached my knowledge relative to the Prench since my 
being captured by them which was the 9fch Pebruary. 

After their taking His Majesty’s Ship, the Sannihal^ they found that two sail 
of the line and seven Indiamen were to leave St. Helena four or five days after 
the Hannibal, for which a consultation was called, whether it was best to proceed 
direct to Madras or to cruize ofE Acheen and to try to intercept them. Admiral 
Sufferin was for their cruize, but as Admiral D’Orves was, then alive it was 
carried against Sufferin, for each Admiral has his party in the fleet. The 
Prench fleets made the land of the Armegon the 4th of Pebruary, and Admiral 
D’Orves died on the 9th Pebruary. It was a lucky circumstance for Madras 
they trifled their time away so long to the northward as they did, for they 
knew Admiral Sir Edward Hughes was not on the 4th at Madras by vessels they 
had captured, and were in great spirits, and were sure of being masters of the 
Carnatic in a short time. On the 16th in the morning we made Madras in great 
spirits, but about 8 in the morning being near, and seeing the English Admiral 
with nine sail of line of battle-ships, drawn up in a line with springs on their 
cables ready to receive them, their surprize was not little, and their courage was 
damped ; they anchored and a consultation was held, and it was judged most 
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advisable to defer an attacb, and to go to Porto Novo to land tbeir troops and 
stores, Admiral Souffrein giving it as his opinion that should an accident happen 
in loss of masts it would distress them, they having no port or supplies to 
repair or refit. At 11 o’clock they weighed and stood to the southward. In the 
afternoon, seeing Admiral Hughes weigh and follow them. Admiral Souffrein by 
signal ordered all his transports ahead with the Pur'veypuse and Subtle frigates 
as their convoy which was done; the convoy steered a long shore course all night 
and Souffrein steered south-east and south-east-by-east all night. At sunrise 
their convoy was not to be seen, but they saw the English squadron to the 
west-south-west, which had got between Souffrein and his transports, and in 
chase, which gave them great uneasiness, for they looked on their transports 
as gone; they made all the sail they were able after the English squadron, and 
were nearing them, which Sir Edward Hughes saw, and at noon called all his 
cruizers in and by 4 P. M. formed hisline. But the French being at so great 
a distance no action took place that day ; the next day the squadrons being at 
no great distance from each other, but light breezes and calms till 2 p. m. pre- 
vented their closing, when a breeze sprung up. The French ship which was 
to lead sailed heavy, which obliged Admiral Souffrein to lead himself, which he 
saw if he had not done no action would have been that day ; at 10 minutes 
before 4 p. m. Admiral Souffrein begun the action by giving Commodore TTing 
a broadside, and crowded sail till he reached Admiral Hughes when he stopped 
and would not suffer any of his fleet to head him so that only five sail of the 
English squadron came into action, and had the whole of the twelve enemy’s ships 
on them, and the fire of the French was exceeding heavy, but they began at 
too great a distance and before it was dark I was in great distress for Commo- 
dore King, for I expected he would have been cut off. A little before dark the 
Srilliante and the Flamant came up to the Exeter with an intention to 
board her ; the Commodore gave her three broadsides (they being then at pistol 
shot) which killed and w'ounded 74 of the Prilliante^s people and set her on fire, 
which made her sheer off, and after that the Flamant being on the other 
quarter, she made her sheer off likewise, which ended the engagement ; it fall- 
ing dark the French wore to the westward and made sail about three-quarters of an 
hour, then brought to for the whole night. In the morning saw nothing of the 
English squadron, the French then proceeded to Pondicherry. When we arrived 
there the French from the shore informed us that the English squadron passed the 
day before to the southward, and that three of the ships were dismasted, which I 
was afraid might be the case, though whilst it was light I saw none of our ships 
dismasted. The French got to Porto Novo on the 21st February, and on the 26th 
three of their transports joined them, and it was the 8th or 10th of March before 
they landed any of their stores and troops, being all that time settling matters 
with Hyder. On the 12th March they despatched my vessel, the Setsy^ for 
Mauritius with a packet. 

They landed at Porto Novo about one-half of their troops and stores that* 
they brought from the islands, which was at first near 4,000 troops ; 1,200 
Europeans and 800 coffries were landed, the others being taken and fled to Point 
de Galle in the missing transports ; on the 23rd March they suffered me to go on 
my parole to Tranquebar ; on the 26th the French fleet passed Tranquebar to the 
southward, in all 22 sail ; three of their transports were destined for Batavia, 
the others and the Chaser for the islands. On the 31st a Snow arrived at Tran- 
quebar which they had captured. The Prize Master I knew, and he informed 
me that it was spoke with great confidence in their squadron when he left it, 
they at that time being at no great distance from Trineomallee, that Admiral 
Souffrein intended sending into Trineomallee seven sail of his line of battle- 
ships to batter the fort, and the other five to remain out. 

About the 27th March a dispute arose between the French and Hyder’s 
people at Chillumbrum Pagoda. The French wanted to hoist their colours on the 
Pagoda and the Beys. The Brahmin informed them he could not admit it with- 
out an order from his master, on which a French officer drew his sword and 
out the Brahmin in two or three places, upon which an account was sent to 
Hyder : his answer was to turn them and their stores out of the Pagoda, which 
they did; and the French without the help of coolies were obliged to drag their 
cannon back to Porto Novo ; the troops in general are greatly dissatisfied, and 
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are falling down ; the water at Porto Novo is exceedingly had. There are among 
the troops 400 or r)00 GJ-ermans, who are determined the first opportunity to 
desert to the English. 

The 4tli instant Admiral Hughes appeared with his squadron standing to 
the southward, a small Preneh oruizer, which came from the islands with packet 
and Souffrein’s commission to the chief command. She was out three months 
from Europe to Mauritius ; when she left the islands I don't know, hut when 
she left it there were no men-of-war there ; about six or seven transports there 
were. This small cruizer had left Tranquehar two days before to join Admiral 
Souffrein, but light winds and a strong northerly current she had made no 
progress, and on seeing the English squadron took it for their own, and stood 
towards them and that pretty near before she found her mistake ; the Ufonmouth 
gave chase and run her on shore 2 miles to the southward of Tanquehar and b urnt 
her. The people and packet got safe on shore. Sir Edward left Tranquehar the 
6th in the morning, with a fine wind, in pursuit of the enemy, in the highest 
spirits, and I think I may pronounce without vanity that if both fleets meet 
Sir Edward will give a good account of Monsieurs. I went on board Sir Edward 
the 5th and gave him every information I could, and the winds which he has 
had since, it is my opinion he would reach Trincomallee the 9th or 10th at 
farthest. 

I am, &c., 

Madkas, 1 DAVID PHILIPS., 

The 12th April 1782. } 

A true copy, 

THOS. KING8COTE, 
Deputy Secretary. 


From — S ib, Etrb Coote. 

Mv Lord and GenttiEMEN, — I have the honour to inform you that I 
marched from the Mount in the morning of the 10th instant, and took up 
ground that day near J amerum, from whence I yesterday moved to my present 
encampments having first ordered a party of cavalry to the Mount to escort to 
camp sixty thousand rupees which I was told was sent thither for the troops, 
and which the Pay-Master received 2 o'clock this morning ; we have as 
yet seen only a few of the enemy’s stragghng horse, who did not come near 
enough to do us any mischief or receive it themselves. I shall halt here this 
day, and move again tomorrow morning unless something now unforeseen 
prevents me. I avail myself of the interim to acquaint you of some interesting 
intelligence which I have learnt. 

Hyder continues at or near Jallah, a judicious situation. He may there be 
joined in a very short time by the Erench. He is there in readiness to check 
' rny operations, and from thence he may with equal pace go against Waudewash, 
Garangooly, or Permacoil. Tippoo with a pretty strong detachment from the main 
body is encamped on the banks of the river near Ouddalore. Hyder’s own 
intentions were to have moved to the southward with a view to possess himself 
of the Tanjore and Trichinopoly countries, but a Erench oflSeer of rank who 
ai’idved in his camp immediately after the fall of Ouddalore represented in a 
conference that it would be highly improper to attempt anything to the south- 
ward till they should be masters of Permacoil, Garangooly, and Wandewash. 
The Mahrattas have made great rejoicings on the arrival of the Erench in 
India, and Hyder has very lately received a letter from Nana Euruess assuring 
him in the strongest terms that there will be no peace with the English ; that 
something decisive for their mutual advantage will speedily take place, and that 
he may prosecute the war in the Oarnatie with vigor and confidence. Let us 
now advert to our own situation relative to that of our enemies above stated. 
The weak state of this army is well known to you but the distresses which it 
has long suffered from want of money to pay off arrears is inconceiveable ; 
of the accident which has happened to the Active frigate you will doubt- 
less have heard ; it will cause a very great delay in the receipt of those 
supplies which were expected by that conveyance, and I therefore trust that 
other means will be found of procuring cash for the support of the army, since 
without it you must be sensible how totally impossible it will be to carry on 
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the service at this very alarming crisis. Our sepoys are in such a state as 
attention to them absolutely indispensable ; they go ofE in numbers 
^+T nineteen of whom are from ^Bengal, have de- 

night I left the Mount, and there is no saying how long this spirit 

“le^hlsS th?d«l i f“’ f °^^it}i®t/ading the number of Europeans I sent to 
^ marched we have now many carrying in dooHes, 

fn cir»f to increase hourly. Under all these circumstances it behoves us 

in ^ utmost caution. We have an enemy to cope with superior to us 

I vfl respeet, pd although it were disgraceful hy any wLt of exer- 

tion to betray our mferiority, yet, viewing in a just light our present realcondi- 
n, and reflecting how much the reinforcements we expect must mend it, to 
attempt any vigorous operations would seem, if not rash, at least very injudici- 


On your part, My Lord and Gentlemen, I am persuaded no efforts within 
your reach will be wanting to enable the army to effect those purposes on 
^ 1 C “fch® honour and interests of the nation and the Company principally 
depend. 1 need not then recommend to you any particular attention to the 
care of His Majesty s 7Sth Hegiment. I shall only apprize you it may he 
po^ible that I may have occasion for them at an hour’s warning, and that I wish 
^^•11 them held in readiness accordingly. Every assistance from Government 
will be ]^quisite to equip them properly at their first setting out, and we shall 
be much distressed if a great number of dooly-hoys, hearers, &c., are not 
timely provided. Tour letter of the 10th instant reached me yesterday morning, 
mine to you of the 9th was as explicit as I could make it, and you will allow me 
to repeat that as we miist expect casualties among the bullocks now with the 
army and ought to be prepared for every possible exigency, a certain number 
Mr. Ross, the Agent, told me that he could not well feed more than 1,000 — 
should he kept at Madras, and as many as can he procured without distressing 
the country and the subordinate settlements to the northward, from whence they 
may be sent for when wanted* The bullock people in camp not having 
received money for several months are driven to play tricks, which might prove 
of serious detriment to the service. However, I am endeavouring to detect some 
of them, and do not despair putting a stop to such practices. 

My Ijord and Gentlemen, I have a weight upon my shoulders that almost 
bears me down. ^ "Wovn ont in constitution I feel myself unequal to the constant 
fatigues and anxieties attending my situation. I shall, however, endeavour as far 
as lays in in my power to stem the torrent that seems almost ready to over- 
whelm us, not doubting of your exertions to assist my labours. 

I have the honor, &c., 

Camp near MANmussounAN, ) EYRE COOTE. 

The 12th April 1782. j 

A true copy, 

THOS. KINGSOOTE. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 23rd May 1782. 

At a Counciii, present : 

The Hon’hlb Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ President. 
Euwaru Wheler, Esq. 

John McPherson, Esq. 

Liehtenant-Generaii Sir Eyre Coote, K.B., absent on service 
at Tort St. George. 

Received the following letter from Sir Euwaed Hughes 
To — The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor- General in Council, Port William. 

Sir and Gentlemen, — In my letter to you of the 28th March last I 
A A. informed you of the situation of His Majesty’s 

squadron under my command, and of the enemy s 
under Monsieur Souffrein, as well as my intended operations. 
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On the 29th of that month I left Madras Roads with His Majesty’s ships 

as per margin, and next day fell in with His 
Majesty’s Ships Sultan and Magnanime and their 
convoy of seven of the Company’s outward bound 
ships and a French prize. The convoy I imme- 
diately despatched to Madras Roads, and took with 
me the Sultan and Magnanime, steering a direct 
course for Trincomalee in order to land the military 
stores and reinforcement of troops for that garrison 
determined not to seek the enemy’s squadron till 
that service was first performed, nor to shun them if they fell in my way. 

On the 8th March at noon I discovered the enemy’s squadron consisting of 
18 sail in the north-east quarter and continued my course for Trincomalee as 
before, the 9th, 10th, and 11th, the enemy’s squadron in sight, and having on 
the 11th made the Island of Ceylon about 15 leagues to the southward of Trinco- 
malee I bore away with His Majesty’s squadron for that place. 

On the 12th at daybr-eak having altered the position of the enemy’s 
squadron and given them the wind by bearing away, I saw them crowding all 
the sail they could after us, and their coppered- bottom ships coming fast up 
with our rear, on which I immediately determined to engage them. At 9 in the 
forenoon I made the signal for the line of battle ahead on the starboard tack 
at two cables length distance, the enemy’s squadron then bearing north by 
east, distant about 6 miles, and the wind at north by east they continued 
manoeuvering their ships and changing tbeir position in their line till 15 minutes 
past noon, when they bore down to engage His Majesty’s squadron; 1 sail of 
them stretching along to engage our ships in the van, and the other 7 sail 
steering directly on our centre, the Superb, with the Monmouth her second 
ahead, and the Monarca her second astern ; at half past 1 the engagement 
began in the van of both squadrons, and at three minutes after I made the 
signal for a general engagement ; the French Admiral and his second astern 
bore down on the Superb within pistol shot where he continued giving and 
receiving a severe fire for nine minutes, and then stood on, greatly damaged, to 
attack the Monmouth, at that time engaged with another of the enemy’s ships, 
and made room for the ships in his rear to draw up to the attack of our centre 
where the engagement was warmest. At 3 the Monmouth lost her main 
and mizzen-masts and drew out of the line to leeward of our squadron At 40 
minutes past 3, being near the shore, I made the signal for the squadron to 
wear and haul their wind in a line of battle ahead on the larboard tack still 
engaging the enemy. At 40 minutes past 5, being in shoal water and fearing the 
Monmouth might drift too near shore, I made the signal for the squadron to 
prepare to anchor and hauled down the signal for the line of battle. At 40 
minutes past 6 the enemy’s squadron in great disorder drew off to the eastward, 
and the engagement ceased, at which time I anchored with His Majesty’s 
squadron in order to repair our damages, which on board the Superb and 
Monmouth were very great indeed, both in their hulls, masts, sails, and rigging, 
nor had any one ship of the squadron escaped without great injury in her hull 
and masts, and all were much torn in their sails and rigging. The list of the 
killed and wounded on board the several ships follows : — 


Killed. 

“ Superb ” . 2. lieutenants, 1 master, and 56 seamen, &c. . . 59 

“ Exeter » 4 seamen, &c. ....... 4 

“Monmouth.” . 46 Do. ... ..... 45 

“ Monarca ” . 7 Do. ........ 7 

Worcesteer ” . 1 lieutenant and 7 seamen, &e. .... 8 

“ JBurford . 6 seamen, &c. ....... 6 

“ Hero ” . 2 Do. 2 

“ Isis ” . .6 Do. . . . . . ... 6 


“ Superb.” 

Exeter.” 

“ Monarca,” 

" Monmoutb.’^ 
Worcester.” 
Burford.” 

Eagle ” 

« Hero.” 

‘‘ Isis ” 

Seatterre.” 
Combustion fire-sbip. 


Total killed 


. 137 
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WouTided, 


Superb 

Exeter 

Magnanime^^ 


. OflBcers and men 
. Do. 

Do. 

• 

* 

• 

9 

« 

• 

. 96 
. 40 

. 7 

Monmouth 


Do. 




. 102 

Monarca , 

W orcester 


. Do. 

Do. 




. 28 

. 26 

Burford . 


. Do. 




. 36 

Eagle 


Do. 




. 22 

“ Hero 

m 

Do. 




. 13 

Sultan . 

• 

Do. 




. 9 

Isis "" 

• 

. Do. 




. 51 


Total wounded . 430 


On tlie morning of tlie 13tli at daylight I saw the enemy’s squadron 
anchored in great disorder and apparent distress without ours about 5 miles, 
hut they had lost no lower masts. Both squadrons were busily employed in 
drawing into order for defence, they apprehending an attack from ours, and 
I myself uncertain if they would not endeavour to renew the action that they 
might get hold of the Monmouth. In this situation, at the same time repairing 
their damages, both squadrons continued at anchor till the 19th in the morning, 
when the enemy’s got under weigh and stood to leeward, and about noon put 
about and stood in for the body of our squadron as if with intent to attack, but 
after coming within 2 miles of it and finding it properly prepared to receive 
them, they again tacked and stood to the eastward on a wind, and I have not 
since been able to learn where they are gone, but hope to Porto Novo. 

By this time the survey had made such progress on board the Sultan and 
Magnanime, as well as the Mero, Monmouth, and Isis, that the ships were 
scarce in a condition to defend themselves, and our wooinded on board several of 
the ships threatened a contagious disease from their heat and stench. Under these 
circumstances I ordered the combustion fire-ship to be fitted for receiving on 
board the worst of the wounded men, and sent 400 of them in her to be landed 
and taken care of at Trincomalee, and having got up iury,imain, and mizzen- 
masts on board, the Monmouth sailed with His Majesty’s squadron for this 
place on the 22nd, and anchored here in the evening of the same day immediately 
landing the reinforcement and military stores destined for the garrison. 

At this place 1,462 sick and wounded men have been landed from the 
several ships of the squadron, and I am sorry to inform you 110 of them have 
already died, and I fear for the lives of many more, although every possible 
care is taken of them. Many of the men affected with the scurvy recover fast, and 
I am in hopes in three weeks or a month^s time, I shall be able to get seven or 
eight hundred of them suflSciently recovered to return to their respective 
ships, but till this is effected I am sorry to inform you the squadron is in no 
condition to proceed on any service, several of the ships, the Sultan, Magnanime, 
and Monmouth in particular not having 80 working men in each of them. In 
the mean time all the artificers of the squadron able to work are closely employed 
in making a mainmast for the Monmouth and fishing the damaged masts of 
the other ships of the squadron. I am sorry to inform you that the transports 
from the Malabar Coast have not yet arrived here, and more so that His Majes- 
ty’s squadron under my command, as I have already informed you, is in no 
condition at this time to cruize for their protection. If the enemy’s squadron be 
cruizing to the southward, the danger of the transports falling into their 
hands is certainly great ; if not on that station I shall expect them here in 
safety in a few" days. Be the event what it will I am conscious of my having 
done everything in my power for the public service. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir and Gentlemen, &c., 

“Sdpbbb,” in TBiNcoMAiiEE Bax, I PDWABD HUGHES. 

The 1st May 1782. j 
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Port 'William, the 6th. June 1782. 

At a Council, present ; 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John McPherson, Esq. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre, Coote, K.B., absent on service 
at Fort St. George. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 3rd instant. 

To The Right Hom^ble Geouge Lord Macartney, 

Mr Lord, — It being settled that the letter which I have now the honour to 
send to Your Lordship shall be considered as a pi’ivate letter from one gentleman 
to another, I trust Your Lordship will admit it as such and excuse any infor- 
mality or abruptness in the style. Since I have been a prisoner I have suffered 
much from sickness and extreme heat, but have received from the Brahmins 
who manage the Behander’s business such assistance and relief that I recover 
my health every day ; cloth and money have been sent to me by the Sircar, and I 
am permitted to purchase things in the Erench bazaar, but it being thought neces- 
sary to keep me a close prisoner I hear no news whatever, and my not hearing 
anything of our army gives me great uneasiness. I have often been sent for by 
the Brahmins above mentioned, and at these times as they are very good men we 
have talked like private friends upon the unhappy and ruined state of the 
country and the remaining few inhabitants, and it was with sorrow we observed 
the country to be three parts depopulated and destroyed, scarcely indeed one- 
fourth of the inhabitants or of cultivation now remaining. In the course of 
these conversations it occurred to us how melancholy a thing it was for the 
people that two such great powers as the English and the Behander should be 
at war, both rich and powerful in so great a degree that there appeared to be 
no end to the contention. The English having the sea open to them there was 
no end of their supplies of men, money, and provisions. The Behander having 
the whole country open behind him could also be furnished with men, money, 
and provisions, so that it was elephant fighting against elephant : sometimes 
one would appear to get the better, sometimes the other, though in truth both 
would get worse : no prospect of anything decisive to end a war between such great 
powers, but the ruin of the poor people and country certain. What a pity it was 
that the friendship formerly subsisting between these now powerful enemies could 
not be restored? Every good effect might be expected from such a friendship. 
I observed that I wished much from humanity that it were possible to make a 
peace between the English and the Behander could I see how it would be 
effected consistently with the honour of both, but that I feared it was impos- 
sible, as to my knowledge the English had been making such vast preparations 
for carrying on this war with vigor, which would be now daily arriving, that it 
could not but be expected that they would employ them. The Brahmins observed 
how was the Behander to be satisfied for the great expenses he had been at. 
I replied how were the English to be satisfied for the expenses they had been 
at, how indemnified for the ruin of this country which cannot be repaired in 
ten years ; in short, we both saw diflSlculties on every side but hoped that a 
lasting friendship between such great powers might be deemed a superior con- 
sideration ; as both were able to carry on the war many difficulties occurred to 
prevent a peace. The English were rich and powerful. The Behander was 
rich and powerful, no end. on either side of the means for carrying on the war, 
but if peace could be made it would be charity to stop the ruin and desolation as 
soon as possible. From mere humanity to the distresses of the inhabitants I 
write this letter to Your Lordship, and I sincerely wish this beginning may pro- 
duce a strong and lasting friendship between the English and the Behander and 
thereby relieve the distresses of the people, and I venture to hope for an 
answer from Your Lordship, indulging me with your sentiments as a private 
gentleman, by which I shall judge whether there is room to expect such 
an event, and the Brahmins will perceive whether they can do anything in 
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the hi^iness as they say as yet that the Behander knows nothing of these con- 
versations. We have had many as private friends; the last was this day when 
they gave me leave to send my servant to camp and to Madras with letters, I 
shall add that from what I see of the Behander’s power and greatness, I am 
convinced that the Brahmins act like myself solely from the motives of 
humanity to the poor people, and I shall feel myself very happy if the liberty I 
have taken should finally tend to relieve them. 

I have the honour to inform Your Bordship that I am permitted to send 
a counterpart of this letter to Sis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

I have the honour to be, &c.. 

Camp near Pebmacoii., 1 JOHN BRATHWAITE. 

The 30th April 1782. J 

A true copy, 

THOS. KINGS COTE, 
Deputy Secretary. 


To THE Right Hon^ble George T.ord Macartney, &e. 

Mv Eobjd Amo Gentlemen, — In the last letter I had the honour to write you 
I informed you of the enemy’s having laid siege to Permacoil. Notwithstanding 
all the supplies I had sent for to the Presidency had not arrived, nor the detach- 
ment I had sent to the Mount yet returned, having received further intelligence 
of Hyder’s resolution to press the attack upon that place with all possible 
vigor, and of his intention also to go against Wandewash, that the effects of my 
moving to the southward might be produced as early as possible, on the 16th 
in the morning I advanced the 2nd Brigade with His Majesty’s 78th Eegiment, 
under the command of Eieutenant-Colonel Stewart, a few miles, sending under 
their convoy a large proportion of our provisions and stores. In the course of 
the day the detachment with the remainder of our supplies arriving from the 
Mount enabled me to put in execution my resolution of following with the 
main body on the 17th in the morning, and of joining the advance under Eieu- 
tenant-Colonel Stewart at the present ground of encampment, which I accom- 
plished yesterday about noon. I intended proceeding again this morning and 
to have endeavoured by a forced march to have crossed the Palar, as the intelli- 
gence I had received from the commanding of&cer at Oarangooly by two letters^ 
of the 16th alarmed me exceedingly for the safety of Permacoil. But to my no 
small mortification the monsoon broke in upon us about 12 o’clock last night 
with a squall and heavy rain which levelled almost every tent in camp. The 
weakness of our carriage cattle to transport the provisions and camp 
equipage in its wet state rendered it absolutely necessary to postpone oixr 
march for two or three hours until the tents should be a little dry, but the 
rain set in mth redoubled violence and has continued throughout the whole 
day which has put a total stop to my moving, for which I had kept everything 
in readiness. I trust, however, that the weather will clear up and that I shall be 
able to march tomorrow morning. But I fear much our losses in bullocks will 
be heavy as their strength will have been considerably impaired by the severity 
of last night and this day, nor does it appear that tlds night will be free from 
rain, so that the fatigue of a march will most probably cause the death of 
many. In the course of yesterday’s march, by the extreme heat of the weather 
and the great want of water, 4 men of His Majesty’s 78th Begiment died on the 
road and about 60 were taken up siek, and not less than from 80 to 100 sepoys 
in each battalion fell down. They have all been brought up, but were we to 
encounter three or four other such days accompanied with the same inconve- 
nience on the score of water, the army would diminish so much in its effective 
strength as to be inadequate to any grand operations. It was my intention on 
this occasion to have furnished you with similar returns of the bullocks and of 
the supplies now received as I had done of the former, but the nature and 
quickness of my movements, added to the badness of the weather, have rendered 
it impossible to take musters. I fear, however, a great deficiency will be again 
found in the carriage cattle in the department of the grain-keeper as there was 
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not found carriage sufficient to bring the rice off the ground yesterday morning 
although by every previous calculation we had made of their numbers there 
appeared to be enough. This obliged me to leave some in Vencata’s Pollam and 
to put a hag or two on each tumbril and piece of ordnance in the line. These, 
however, are expedients which cannot be adopted on all occasions and what we 
ought not to be subjected to at a time so critical, and when everything may 
depend on the celerity of our motions in particular in the artillery department. 
That we might as soon as possible be free from every imnecessary incumbrance, 
and that you noight not be long deprived of an opportunity of employing the 
services of the coolies in sending grain to Ohingleput, which is of the last 
importance, I send them this morning with an escort to that place to deposit 
their loads and return with all expedition. I also sent on all the sick of the 
army. Alarmed as I am for the safely of Permaeoil, I cannot injustice to myself 
omit observing that had I either been able to have kept my position at 
Ohingleput, or returned to it with that expedition, I equally wished and expected, 
that garrison could not have been exposed to its present danger. I had written 
thus far intending then to have despatched my letter, but purposely deferred it 
in the hope of being able to apprize you of my marching, but the rain bas con- 
tinued to fall with unusual violence and almost without the smallest intermis- 
sion. Whilst thus obliged to halt I directed the Quartermaster- General to 
endeavour to collect returns of our losses in bullocks and grain in the depart- 
ment of grain-keeper ; he in consequence delivered to me such as he has been 
able to obtain, of which the enclosed are copies, whereby you will perceive that 
the loss of bullocks in the grain employ by casualities since the last muster are 
reported to be 519, of which not above one-third, if I recollect right, were dis- 
missed by the last return, so that the other two-thirds are real losses to both 
the Company and the service which are equally destitute of the means of 
compensation, because the system is without any established responsibility. 
You will also observe that in a “ iV. JB.” annexed to one of the returns it 
appears Mr. William Hoss should have sent to Mr. Brskine, the grain-keeper, two 
carts loaded with tarpaulins, but whi.oh he reports he had never received. One 
or other of these gentlemen must clear themselves to the public, whoai e not only 
likely to suffer present loss by the quantity of rice damaged for want of those 
necessary protections against the weather, but by the injury the service must 
receive from any diminution of the supplies of this army to which a day^s rice 
more or less may decide the fate of the British Bmpire in India, which I have 
repeatedly declared, and I believe it is generally allowed, hinges entirely upon 
the successful operations of the handful of men now under my command and 
with whom I have hitherto been so fortunate as to support the honour of the 
British arms, notwithstanding I have been without magazines any where (except 
the Presidency, towards which I have on every occasion been obliged to move 
the whole, army) to have recourse to, and without the country to which my 
operations have been limited, being in a capacity to afford me the smallest assis- 
tance. To conduct a war under these circumstances (to which may be added 
the heavy arrears due to the troops) and that too against a formidable, vigilant, 
and active enemy, whose resources are ample in every respect, to attempt what 
to every reasonable and impartial mind must appear an impossibility. Whilst 
we had no European enemy to oppose, whilst we could command the Coast and 
thereby had the communication by sea open to convey supplies, and whilst we 
had a force to the southward on which I could depend for any co-operation 
tending to favour and facilitate the movements of this army, I did not consider 
our situation, although a most embarrassed one, as without the chance of retrie- 
val ; but now that the Erench are arrived in force, and neither of those rays of 
light are open to us owing to the late disaster which befell the detachment in 
the Tanjore country, and the superiority by sea being yet undecided, I confess it 
appears to me desperate, the more especially as I observe the Bombay Govern- 
ment have suspended for the present all offensive operations against Hyder on 
the other Coast, and from whence the most favourable effects were to be ex- 
pected to our affairs here. Add to this my being disappointed in the reinforce- 
ment I looked to from the coming of His Majesty’s troops under Eieutenant- 
Colonel Humberston on the transports now arrived. As I have received no in- 
formation whatever from that officer, I know not his motives for .declining the 
opportunity which he thereby had of coming round. I can ascribe it to no other 
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caxise than the doubt which may have arisen as to the substance of the letters 
from the Admiral and myself, which I am informed he had received but could 
not read owing to their being in cypher. If this be the case I have only to 
regret that the channel through which I understood these dispatches were to be 
forwarded (purposely to obviate what is said to have happened) has not been 
adhered to. I have ever believed them to have been transmitted to the Resident 
at Anjengo, who being possessed of the cypher was either to have opened and 
decyphered them, or to have accompanied them with a copy of the cypher. All 
the foregoing circumstances combined serve strongly to testify the justice of 
the opinion I have already given of the very existence of the British interests 
in India depending entirely upon the fate of this army. I enclose you copy of 
a letter I have received this instant from the officer in command at Carangooly, 
which, you will observe, conveys the disagreeable news of Percamoil being 
given up to the French on the 17th in the morning. Some intelligence I have 
myself received from Hyder’s camp tend to corroborate that account, and 
further say that the French had joined Hyder on his consenting to put 
under their command eight thousand sepoys, together with what artillery and 
stores they might stand in need of. It is likewise settled that as the _ present 
mode of obtaining provisions is very uncertain, they draw their supplies from 
Hyder’s magazine at Ohillumbrum. These occurrences give our affairs a more 
gloomy aspect than ever. I shall march tomorrow if I possibly can, and pursue 
with caution and to the best of my judgment such steps as in the present 
most important crisis may seem most for our interests. 

I request that a copy of this letter may be immediately forwarded to the 
Governor-General and Council for their information- I have received^ intelli- 
o-ence of Hyder’s having ordered a body of horse and infantry to Conjeveram, 
perhaps with the same view as the late detachment under Kerrum Sahib and to 
impede the sending of supplies to Ohingleput. 

I have the honor to be, &c.. 

Camp near Chingleput, 7 ETRE OOOTE. 

The 19th May 1782. 5 

A true copy, 

THOS. KINGSOOTE. 

Deputy Secretary.' 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 4th July to 12th 

September 1782- 


Secret Department. 

Thursday. 

Port William, the 4th July 1782. 

At a Counciii, present : 

The Hon’biiB Warren Hastings, QoveTnor- General, President, 
Ebward Whbxer, Esq. 

Mr. Macpherson, indisposed. 

Eietjtbnant-Generax Sir Eyre Coots, K.B., absent on 
service at Fort St. George. 


Bead and approved the proceedings of the a^th nltimo. 

Enclosed in the letter from Sra Eybe Cootb, dated the 11th June. 

To the Eight Hon’ble George Lord Macartney, K.B., President and Governor, &c. j 

Select Committee, Port St. George. 

Mt Eord and Gentlemen, — I had the honour of informing you on the 
Srd instant of the victory gained over the force of Hyder Ally Ca^vn on the 
2nd, of which I shall now do myself the pleasure of giving you a more cir- 
cumstantial account, conformably to the sentiments which I expressed in my 
letter of the 1st instant. On the 2nd, in the morning, I marched towards Arni, 
[^satisfied that, as the original movement in that direction had drawn Hyder 
from his position with the Prench at the Red Hills, it was the most certain 
method of bringing him to an action. The consequence verified the justness 
of my ideas, for about 8 o’clock in the morning and just as the advanced guard 
had reached the ground on which I intended to encamp contiguous to the 
fort, a very brisk though distant cannonade opened upon our rear, and before it 
was possible for me to extricate ourselves from the disagreeable situation in 
which the line then was by the baggage being on the flank towards the enemy 
and in a hollow with commanding ground all round, a heavy fire had opened 
upon us from every quarter in front, whilst they endeavoured to annoy our 
rear by a fire from the fort. I immediately ordered the baggage to be halted 
in the best situation which could be found in an open plain, and stationed with 
it for its protection five battalions of sepoys, the whole of the cavalry corps, 
and all my own body-guard, excepting the European troop. I then ordered 
the army to move out in two lines and to advance towards that part of the 
rising ground on which the enemy appeared in greatest force, and so soon as 
we got upon ground that would admit of it to form in one line and to advance 
upon the enemy. Owing to a great extent of wet paddy fields which the first 
line had to cross before this manoeuvre could be completed, I saw that a con- 
siderable time must elapsej and that the epemy might gain possession of a 
village which was so centrical as to command every part of our line and also 
the baggage. To obviate this danger the second Hne under Colonel Dang, 
being more favourably situated, I ordered it immediately to advance and to 
form in the rear of that post and to throw into the village some pieces of 
hannon as well to check the progress of the enemy who were coming down in 
large bodies, both of cavalry and infantry, as to cover the first line in crossing 
the paddy fields. It had the desired effect, as it not only checked their fire 
but obliged them to retire. By the time the first line had crossed the paddy 
fields and formed on the left of the second, I received a message from 
Lieutenant- Colonel Elphinstone, who commanded the rear guard with which 
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by my orders he bad occupied a favourable post on the banks of a tank, for 
covering the assemblage of the baggage, to acquaint me that it appears to him , 
the enemy’s main strength in infantry and guns were inclining to the right as 
if with an intention to force his party, whilst a large body of cavalry were 
standing by in seeming readiness to fall upon the baggage, and that if they 
persevered in what he had conceived to be their intention, it would be impos- 
sible for him effectually to secure the baggage against assault. This rendered 
an alteration in my original disposition necessary. I therefore ordered the first 
line to pass in the rear of the second and to form on its right, and the rear guard 
under Colonel Elphinstone to join and to form on the right of the first line, 
and then the whole to advance in line of battle. These movements were per- 
formed by the different corps with the greatest celerity and correctness, and 
we advanced with spirit and eagerness. The enemy no sooner observed us in 
motion towards them then they retreated. We continued advancing for upwards 
of two miles, when, perceiving large bodies of cavalry with some infantry and 
guns passing to the right and left of our line for the evident purpose of getting 
to our rear to attack the baggage, I sent orders for it to be brought up under 
the cover of our line, which being then in possession of the heights originally 
occupied by the enemy, I ordered it to halt for that purpose. The enemy, 
believing we had given up the pursuit, took possession of the ground of en- 
campment which we had marched from in the morning, and which was more 
commanding than that we halted upon. From thence they renewed the 
cannonade with very little effect, and which we returned only as we found them 
advance their cannon so as to do certain execution. Two heavy guns which 
were so situated as to enfilade our left wing were the only ones which did us 
any material injury. After having halted for upwards of an hour, the baggage 
had come near enough to admit of our again advancing, which we accordingly 
did and with great rapidity, although the enemy were above a mile ahead of 
us and retreated as you may suppose with but little regularity. In the course 
of three miles, we came pretty close upon part of their rear composed of regular 
infantry in crossing a small river, of which as they had gained the opposite 
bank and made a show of resistance I ordered a fire to be opened upon them. 
Upon observing more attentively it was perceived that they had halted to 
cover the crossing of some of their guns or tumbrels then in the bed of the 
river. Being at this time advanced considerably beyond the ground of en- 
campment we had left in the morning, I sent orders for the baggage to 
assemble at a place contiguous thereto which had been reconnoitred for it the 
preceding day, and for the cavalry as soon as they could be dispensed with 
tp join me. In the interim I ordered the grenadiers of the 7Srd under the 
BLon’ble Captain Lindsay supported by the other European corps and a Bengal 
regiment of sepoys under Major Blaine to push across the river and to drive 
the enemy from the opposite banks, which was performed with great alacrity 
and spirit by the whole of the corps, and with the most exemplary ardour by 
the grenadiers of the 73rd who led the attack, and who received a scattered fire 
of musketry from the enemy as they approached. They gave way on all sides- 
and left us in possession of one gun, a long brass six-pounder, five tumbrela 
full of ammunition, and two carts of shot. The corps continued the pursuit with 
great eagerness until they had gone upwards of a mile beyond the river, but 
could not come up with the enemy. However, they pressed them so close that 
it is out of doubt could even half our small body of cavalay been employed 
that day with the line, or had it been possible for them after receipt of my 
orders to have joined me in time, not only more guns would have been taken 
but the whole or greatest part of LaUy’s corps have fallen into our hands. 
When the cavalry did join, the enemy had so dispersed and had got to so 
great a distance, that no attempt could be made upon them with the smallest 
prospect of success. Whilst these services were performed by the most forward 
corps of the first line, the remainder thereof continued on the banks of the 
river ready to support them, if necessary, and the second line was halt ed on the 
ground of encampment to cover the approach of the baggage and to support 
i^e guard with it, under command of Lieutenant- Colonel Owen, if required. 
Towards the rear of our left wing the enemy attempted to annoy the baggage 
by a distant cannonade from some heavy guns, but without effect ; a very for- 
midable body of cavalry came at the same time with an apparent resolution to 
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make a desperate ckarge upon the rear and to break in upon the baggage, but 
a brisk and well directed fire from the cavalry guns efPectually checked their 
progress, and totally frustrated their views, although no country (being open 
and extensive) could he more favourable for horse to act upon. The whole 
baggage having been thus protected and secured and the advanced corps 
having returned from the pursuit between five and six in the evening, the army 
was all encamped before dark on the same ground it had marched from in the 
morning. Considering that the first movement of the army commenced at 
four in the morning and that its most laborious operations were performed 
during an intensely hot day, and with the most unparalleled courage and cheer- 
fulness, the praise due to every rank in it, both officers and men, is far beyond 
what can be expressed, — at least such is the sense I entertain of their exertions 
as to place their merit infinitely above the reach of any encomiums of mine. 
I have in general orders paid thefb. the tribute of my hearty thanks and 
applause, and I am happy in this opportunity of recommending them as highly 
deserving of every attention or indulgence in the power of your Government 
to bestow on them. What renders our success on this occasion the more 
pleasing is the smallness of our loss, which you will observe by the enclosed 
return of killed and wounded is as follows : — Europeans killed, S non-commis- 
sioned rank and file ; wounded, 2 lieutenants, 1 cornet, 6 non-commis- 
sioned rank and file. Natives, killed 10, wounded, dili. Killed 6 horses, wounded 
1. In all Europeans and natives killed, wounded, and died of fatigue 74, 
horses 7. The excessive heat of the weather was most felt by His Majesty’s 
78th Regiment, the officer, the Hon’ble Eieutenant Temple, and the 7 rank 
and file returned as above to have died of fatigue, belonged to it. Its effective 
strength now in the field is not one- third of what it was when it marched from 
St. Thome on the 25th of April last. The other European corps, both infantry 
and artillery, have suffered severely from sickness, the consequence of hard 
duty and the inclemency of the weather. The enemy’s loss I have not been 
able to obtain any certain account of, but I do not conceive it could have been 
considerable. We captured between thirty and forty horses of all kinds. It 
has been by misfortune ever since I took the field, on the event of every success, 
to have cause to lament my inability to pursue the advantages open from 
victory for want of a sufficiency of provisions. On the present occasion, had 
I possessed the means of subsistence, I could not only have driven Hyder up 
the Ghauts, but most probably have got hold of his grand magazine of Arm 
which would most assuredly have so far ended the war as to have checked his 
immediately returning in force to the Carnatic, whilst it would have given to 
fhiici army that very support which at this moment maintains his. The subse- 
quent movements of this army have been communicated to you down to the 
6th in my letter from Weyopondle. On the 7th, in the morning, I marched to 
Trivatore where from the informations given me I had reason to expect to find 
some grain, but was disappointed. I halted on the 8th to refresh both our 
people and cattle. The latter from fatigue and want of forage have suffered 
severely. I shall send you a return of casualties in the carriage department 
as soon as the reports of the musters I have ordered are delivered to me. On 
the 8th, in the evening, a most unfortunate accident happened to our grand 
guard owing to a young officer who commanded it having more spirit than 
conduct. I shall send you the particulars in my next. I rnarched from 
Trivatore to this place on the 9th and found the Europeans falling down so 
fast and in such numbers that two or three days’ halt had become absolutely 
necessary to give them time to recover, and to check the progress of a sickness 
which threatened to be universal. 

I have the honour to be, &c.a 
(Sd.) EYRE COOTE. 

Camp Wanuewash, ") 

The 11th June 1782, S 

A true copy. 

GEORGE TYLER, 
JLssistcmt Secretary. 
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Enclosed in the letter from Port St. George, dated the 14th June 1782. 

SiiL, — The first object of our march to the southward was to raise the 
siege of Permacoil, but before we crossed the Palar, we heard of the fall of 
that important place, the army then moved to Carongooly and from thence to 
Wandewash, where we had an imperfect view from the top of a rock of Hyder*s 
camp. After a day’s halt we proceeded by easy marches within thirteen miles of 
the enemy, where we had a full view of the French and Hyder, their right to 
Theclure and their left extending towards the Red SCills. It was the general 
opinion that Sir Eyre meant to attack them, but he certainly acted a more 
prudent part, for it was too great a risk to put the fate of everything to a 
battle by attacking them in a strong fortified camp with every Frenchman 
that could crawl or was able to stand behind a breastwork. After two days’ 
halt we proceeded in a direct route to Ohelliput in hopes of drawing our enemy 
out where we might fight them upon more equal terms. From Chelliput we 
moved to Arni and about four miles from that place Hyder by forced marches 
came up with our rear. As usual he commenced a distant cannonade. As soon 
as we could dispose of our baggage in a proper situation we came to the right 
about and formed our line. As every precaution was necessary, as the country 
was entirely open, it of course took much time in posting a guard properly to 
save the baggage. Our first line then advanced and the enemy instantly gave 
way. As they had a river in their rear we were in hopes of coming -up with 
some part and pushed on at a full run for near two miles ; had we had any light 
corps at that time I am of opinion that many of his guns must have fallen 
into our hands, and we should certainly have cut off some of his rear corps, but 
unfortunately the cavalry was with the baggage, and the line too much 
fatigued to pursue the enemy further. We took, however, one gun, five tumbrels, 
and two carts loaded with shot, and I must own I never saw our troops push 
with so much ardour, nor the enemy behave so truly despicable. We encamped 
the next day close to Arni and I do think that had we brought battering 
cannon we should have taken it. Hyder’s motion during the time we lay ne?ir 
that place seemed to indicate his uneasiness at our situation. We at length 
decamped and our advanced came up with Hyder’s rear. On the march his 
line was seen, but nothing happened on either side. He pushed off for Arni, 
and we the next day encamped at Trivatore. We halted yesterday in conse- 
quence of the fatigue of the preceding day’s march. We were alarmed yester- 
day between two and three in the afternoon by a firing at the outposts. The 
enemy had certainly formed an ambuscade, and sent small parties to entice 
some of our outposts to advance. At length the grand guard consisting of 
MoOallister’s regiment of cavalry took the bait, and proceeded near two miles on 
the plain beyond their station. The enemy then thought they were at a distance 
from any support, and would be able to effect their purpose ; a body of cavalry 
of about 3,000 or 4,000 rushed from the topes and cover that was adjacent, and 
in an instant rushed upon the grand guard and swept them away like a torrent. 
An ofificer, Mr. Burrows, with six or seven men were all that escaped, Eieute- 
nant Oruitzer who commanded (McOallister being in arrest) is taken prisoner 
with his guns, cavalry, light infantry, &c. ; between 60 and 70 men were left 
killed and wounded on the spot. I was on the ground in less than 16 minutes 
after the affair, and saw these miserable objects. The regiment behaved exceed- 
ingly well, maintained their ground with a steady and regular fire, until bore 
down by numbers many of them fell at the muzzle of our guns. Eieutenant 
Oruitzer, though he got himself into a bad situation by imprudently advancing 
too far, behaved with great firmness to extricate himself, but too late, and 
Colonel Stuart who was nearly taken prisoner with the grand guard declares 
that no men in the world could have behaved better than Oruitzer and his 
regiment. We left Trivatore this morning, and what our next motions are to 
be I really cannot tell. you. However, I wish you would send me any news 
from Madras, and I will always return your people with the occurrences* of the 
camp. Xour hircarrahs arrived at 12 o’clock yesterday, and I intended to have 
dispatched them in the afternoon, but I .was on horse back till late in the 
evening, and then too much fatigued to write. I send you this scrawl in 
such a hurry, that I am afraid you will not understand it, but you must excuse 
it, as I have been very busy. I intended to have sent , you more particulars 
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but Have not time, unless I was to detain your men until to-morrow. The . 
country we have been through is cultivated in many parts. The villages full of 
inhabitants. W e ^ have got some gi-ain and plenty of cattle, in short we have 
lived very well this trip and suffered nothing but from the intense heat which 
surpasses any thing I ever felt. 

Yours, iSso. 


Killed, wounded, and dead of fatigue the day that Hyder attacked our rear 
amounted to sixty odd. 

Camp at Wandewash, ”> 

The 9th June 1782. S 


Enclosed in the letter from Fort St. George, dated the 14th. June 1782. 

T'rom Wandewash we moved towards Tondewanum ; it was then reported 
Hyder and the French fell back towards the Ited Hills. We then moved 
to Ghittapet which refused to surrender, from thence towards Arni. After we 
passed the river between Arni and Ghittapet and were 'Just near Arni, Hyder 
crossed the river in our rear. The second opened his heavy guns on our rear 
about 7 o’clock, the baggage secured and our line formed ; a distant cannonade 
was kept up by him from very heavy guns ; about 10 o’clock the army advanced 
upon him at a full run ; the army in one line and chased him from height to 
height for upwards of three miles, till we finally drove him over the river where 
we took one gun and five tumbrels. Our loss this day was trifling. He attacked 
the baggage defended by the cavalry and five battalion of sepoys with about. 
11,000 men without success. His principal loss this day was here, but no 
where very capital. The 4th we encamped before Arni ; the 6th we came with- 
in sight of Hyder’s rear guard near Trivatore moving towards Arni. The 8th 
Hyder decoyed out our grand guard commanded by Xiieutenant Cruitzer and 
completely out them off ; they consisted of about 70 troopers, two 3-pounders, 
and two companies light infantry. This accident happened owing to the im- 
prudence of the ofidcer advancing from his post about one mile when he was 
surrounded by 3,000 chosen horse. However, the mien fought desperately. 
Gruitzer behaved gallantly, he is prisoner. Golonel Stuart, the Field Officer of 
the day, joined them just as they were surrounded, but cut his way through. 

"We have no other occurrence worth mentioning. Pray send this to Kennedy 
with the enclosed. "W^eare now encamped here. I cannot tell our future move- 
ments. 

Gamp at W anus wash, Yours, &c. 

The 10th June 1782. S 


. Secret Department, 

Thursday. 

Fort William, the 8th August 1782. . 

At a CoUNCIIi, PRESENT : 

The Hon’bee Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 

, . Ebwari) Wheler, Esq. 

John Macpherson, Esq. 

EiETTTBNANT-GENERAii SiR Etre Ooote, K.B., absent on service at 
Fort St. George. 


Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 5th instant. 

Received the following letter from Fort St. George together with its enclo-, 
sures, vis., a letter from Tice- Admiral Sir Edward Hughes and copy of the pro-. 
B._707— F. D. 
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ceedings of His Majesty’s squadron under his command against that of the 
iPreneh on the 5th, 6th, and fth of July, to the President and Select Committee 
of Port St. George. The enclosures are not entered as they only contain the 
substance of Sir Edward Hughes’ letter to this Government. 


Read the following letter and enclosure from Sir Edward Hughes. 

Sujaeri, off Negapatam, I5th July 1783. 

Gentlemen, — I have received your letter of the 16th May last, accom- 
panied by copy of your letter to the Select Committee of Bombay of the like 
date, and agree with you in thinking that it would be for the good of the 
public service that I was timely made acquainted with every plan of operation 
in the execution of which either my orders or the co-operation of His Majesty’s 
squadron under my command is necessary ; from the want of such timely in- 
formation of your intentions regarding Colonel Humberston and His Majesty’s 
land forces on the Malabar Coast I joined with Sir Eyre Coote in ordering His 
Majesty’s armed transport to re-embark the troops and proceed with them to 
+.hia coast, and our joint orders did reach Colonel Humberston, but being in 
cypher No. 10, of which the subordinate factories of Anjengo and Tellicherry 
had no copy, they could not be decyphered and therefore were of no effect, 
and Colonel Humberston still continues with the troops upon the Malabar 
Coast. Captain Smith who commanded the armed transports, however, thought 
it his duty from former orders to proceed with them to join me at Trincomali, 
which he would have effected to the great advantage of the public service 
had he not fallen in with the Erench squadron off Ceylon, a part of which 
chased the transport and obliged them to bear away for Madras roads, and I 
am sorry to inform you two of them, the JS,esolution and JRaikes, have since 
been captured by the enemy in endeavouring to join me at Trincomali. 

My last letter to you was dated the Ist May, in which I gave you an 
account of the engagement between His Majesty’s squadron under my com- 
mand and the Erench squadron under the command of Monsieur Souffreiu on 
the 12th of the preceding month ; and I have now to inform you that having in 
Trincomali Bay refitted the several ships of the squadron and taken on board 
such of our recovered men as could be serviceable, I sailed from that place on 
the 24th of last month and anchored the next day in Negapatam Hoads to watch 
the motions of the enemy’s squadron. 

On the 5th of this month they came in sight and on the day following I 
had a severe engagement with them, the more particular account of which is 
herewith enclosed, and I am happy to inform you that in the last engagement 
His Majesty’s squadron gained a decided superiority over that of the enemy, and, 
had not the wind shifted, and thrown a part of our squadron out of the action, 
at the very time that some of the enemy’s ships had broken their line and 
were runing away and others of them greatly disabled, I have great reason 
to believe that it would have ended in the capture of some of their line of 
battle-ships. 

I congratulate you, gentlemen, most sincerely on the peace concluded 
between the Company and the Mahrattas, of which I was informed yesterday 
by the Commandant of Negapatam who had received an ofiB.cial letter from 
the Presidency of Eort St. George to that effect. 

As the provisions and ammunition of the squadron are now nearly 
expended and every ship in the greatest want of stores, I shall in a few days 
proceed with the squadron for Madras Hoads for a full supply of every article 
wanted for further service. 

I have heard with infinite regret of the capture of the 'Yarmouth and Forti- 
tude by the enemy’s frigates. At this rate and under such management the enemy 
will be fully supplied with every article they stand in need of, which ought 
most carefully to be guarded against, but which is totally out of my power to 
do, having only the Seahorse 20-gun ship with me, and she absolutely necessary 
to the squadron to repeat my signals in time of action. The change of the 
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Active s destination Tjy tine Presidency of Port St. George and contrary to fitly 
express orders has left me without a cruizer able to cope with the enemy’s 
frigates unless I was to send a line-of-hattle ship which cannot now he spared 
from the strength of the squadron. 


I have the honour to be, &c., 

(Sd.) EDWAPD HUGHES. 


^71 aooount of the tTunsactious of Sis Sajestf s squadroTi in the Mast Indies under the coMmand 
of Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Hughes^ Knight of the Bath, Vice-Admiral of the Blue^ on 
the 5th j 6th and 7th of Jul^ 1782, 


§ 

S ^ 


Superh', 
Sero, 

3£agnam.ime, 
Monmouth, 
Monarca, 
Burford, 
Bagle, 
JExeter, 
Sultan, 
Worcester, 
Xsis. 

Frigate Seahorse, 


On the 6th of July 1782 His Majesty’s squad- 
ron as per margin were at anchor in Nega- 
patam Roads for the purpose of watching the 
motions of the Preneh squadron which had 
anchored in Cuddalore Roads about twenty-two 
leagues to the northward of Negapatam. 


Siero. 

JECannihal, 

U Orient, 

'Brilliant, 

Severe, 

Ajax, 

JBizare, 

Vengeur, 

Sphgnx, 

Artisien, 

jFlamband, 

JBlnglish Mannihah 

La Tine, 
jBellona, 

Lfayid. 

Liligeni, 


At 1 o’clock b.Se. the Preneh squadron as per margin came in sight ;■ at 

3 p.M. the land wind unexpectedly continu- 
ing and the enemy rearing us past, I made the 
signal for sailing, at 6 minutes after made the 
signal to weigh, at 30 minutes past 3 weighed 
with the whole squadron and stood to the south- 
eastward close on a wind ; at 6 made the signal 
and tacked with the squadron and continued 
standing off and on all night. 

On the 6th at day-light the enemy’s squadroU 
at anchor bearing north-north-east, distant about 
7 or 8 miles, wind south-west ; at 50 minutes past 
6 A.ia. I made the signal for the line of- battle 
abreast and bore away towards the enemy ; at 6, observing the enemy getting 
under sail and standing to the westward, hauled down the signal for the line 
of battle abreast and made the signal for the line of battle ahead at two 
cables length distance. At 10 minutes past 7 our line being well formed,, 
made the signal to bear down upon the enemy, each ship in our line against 
the ship opposed to her in the enemy’s line ; at 20 minutes past 8 the enemy’s 
Squadron tacked with their heads to the south-eastward, their van ships first 
and so on along the line. I then hauled down the signal to bear down upon the 
enemy and hauled to the wind ; at 15 minutes past 9 the enemy’s van having 
stretched along as far as our rear made the signal for the line to tack- the remr ; 
to tack first, at 25 minutes past 9 finding the enemy passed fast by our line 
I made the signal for the whole line to tack together ; our line having all- tacked 
at 45 minutes past 9 I made the signal again to hear down upon the enemy, 
each ship in our line against the ship opposite to her in the enemy’s line ; at 
40 minutes past 10 the enemy’s line began to fire at ours ; at 46 minutes past 
10 I made the signal for battle and at the same time the signal' for a close 
engagement ; at 11, made the Hero’s, Exeter’s, and Isis’s signals to comply 
with the signal then abroad and they obeyed and bore down upon the enemy 
accordingly ; at 10 minutes past 11 1 made the Magnanime’ s and Eagle’s signal 
to make more sail and close up the rear which they did accordingly ; the same 
time made the Monarca (my second astern’ s) signal to close up to me ; from 
this time till 35 minutes past noon the engagement was general from van to 
rear in both and mostly very close ; the enemy’s ships seemed to have suffered 
very severely both in hulls and masts ; the van ship had bore aWay out of 
their line and the Erilliante, the Erenoh Admiral’s second ahead, had lost her 
main-mast. At this time the sea-breeze set in at south-south-^st very fresh 
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-and several of tlie ships in our van and center were taken ahaok and paid round 
with their heads to the westward, whilst others of our ships, those in the rear 
in particular, who had suffered less in their rigging, paid off and continued on 
their former tack. Some of the enemy’s ships were also paid round by the sea- 
breeze with their heads to the westward, the Admiral’s second ahead in parti- 
cular, which I supposed to be the Ajax but proved to be the Severe, fell along 
side of the Sultan and struck to her, but whilst the Sultan was wearing to join 
me made what sail she could, fired on and sacked the Sultan without showing 
any colours and then got in amongst her own ships. At 5 minutes past noon 
finding the Worcester, JEagle, and JBurford still continuing on the former tack 
and nearing the body of the enemy’s squadron very fast, I made the signal 
to wear, and hauled down the signal for the line of battle pui’posing to make 
the signal for a general chase, but the Captain of the Monarca having hailed 
and informed me that all his standing rigging was shot away and the ship 
otherwise so much disabled as to be ungovernable and the Sero on the contrary 
tack hauling in with the land with the signal of distress out, and the enemy’s 
ships having wore and come to the larboard tack, those least disabled forming 
to windward of the others to cover their disabled ships and endeavouring to 
cut o£E the Eagle, I made the signal at 20 minutes past 1 o’clock to wear and 
.stood to the westward, the engagement still continuing partially whenever our 
ships were near the enemy’s and the Eagle hard-pressed by two of the enemy’s 
ships. At -I past 1 o’clock I made the signal for the line of battle ahead 
on the larboard tack and made the Exeter's signal to come within hail and 
directed him to take his station astern of the Sultan ; at 2 p.m. the enemy’s 
squadron was standing in shore and collecting their ships which I was also 
endeavouring to do, as our squadron was very much dispersed and continued 
on different tacks ; the ships being greatly disabled and in general ungovernable 
at ^ past 4 I made the signal for the line of battle ahead and made the 
signal for the line to prepare to anchor, and at ^ past 5 I anchored with the 
Superb in six fathoms of water between Negapatam and Nagore, the other ships 
of the squadron anchoring as they came in with the land and the Worcester the 
next day. 

The enemy having collected their ships in a close body anchored at 6 p.m., 
about three leagues to seaward of our ships ; during the remainder of the day and 
all night our ships were closely employed in securing their lower masts, almost 
all their standing rigging being shot away, splicing the old, and weaving new 
rigging and getting serviceable sails to the yards. 

On the 7th in the morning the damages sustained by the several ships 
appeared to me so great that I gave up all thoughts of pursuing the enemy, and 
■at 9 A. M, the French squadron got under sail and returned to Ouddalore 
JEloads, their disabled ships ahead and those less so covering their retreat in 
the rear. 

At 10 I sent Captain Watt of His Majesty’s ship Sultan in the Eodney 
Brig, disarmed, with a flag of truce and letter to Monsieur Souffrein containing 
a demand of the surrender of the French King’s ship, the. Captain Watt 

came up with the French squadron the same evening and my letter was for- 
warded to Monsieur Souffrein, who returned an evasive answer saying that it 
'was the French ship Severe who had the halyards of her ensign shot Sbway, 
as frequently happens in action by which means it came down but was never 
intended to be struck. 


An account of the hilled and wounded in the engagement with the French squadron on the 6th 

July 1782. 

Superi. 

Killed- 

Captain Maclellan 1 

Petty officers, seamen and marines ...... 6 

7 

"Wounded— 

Petty officers, seamen, marines, and 98th Regiment 
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19 
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Hero, 

Killed- 

Lieutenant Henry Ciiapman 

Petty ofiieers, seamen, and 98th Regiment 


Wounded — 

Petty officers, seamen, marines, and 98tli Regiment 


Killed- 

Petty officers and seamen 


Ma^nanime. 


Wounded — 

Lieutenant Thomas Henry Wilson 
Captain o£ Marines William Aslam . 
Petty officers and seamen 


Monmoutk. 

W ounded — 

Lieutenant Sabine Gascoyne 
Petty officers, seamen, and marines 


Monarca. 

Killed- 

Petty officers, seamen, marines, and 98th Regiment 
Wounded — 

Master, Mr. J. Corrie ..... 
Captain Abot, Company Officer 

Petty officers, seamen, marines, and 98th Regiment 


Burjbrd. 

Killed- 

Captain Prosholme Jenkinson, 98th Regiment 
Petty officers, seamen, marines, and lascars 


"W oun ded— 

Master, Mr. Edward Derby .... 
Boatswain, Mr. Richard Derby 

Petty officers, seamen, marines, and 98th Regiment 


. 1 
. 11 

12 

. 23 



1 

. 11 
12 


8 

1 

1 

. 44 ^ 
46 


1 

6 

7 

1 

1 

• 32 
3 4 
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JEagle, 

Killed- 

Petty officers and seamen . • 

“W ounded — 

Lieutenant William Wood , 

Petty officers^ seamen^ and marines 


JEaseter. 

Killed — 

Petty officers, seamen, marines, and lascars 
ounded— 

Master, Mr. Thomas Cribbin . • . . * 

Boatswain, Mr. William Cunningham 

Petty officers, seamen, marines, lascars, and 98th Regiment 


Sultan. 

Killed — 

Petty officers, seamen, and marines 
Wounded — 

Lieutenant John Brew . . • 

Lieutenant o£ Marines, Richard W'illiams • 
Petty officers, seamen and marines 


Killed — 
Lascar 


Worcester. 


“W ounded— 

Lieutenant of Marines, Johnson 
Petty officers, seamen, and marines • 


Isis. 

Killed — 

Petty officers, seamen, marines, lascars, and 98th Regiment 
Wounded— 

Petty officers, seamen, and marines , 
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Abstract of men hilled and wounded in His Majestfs squadron under the command of Vice- 
Admiral Sir Edwaed Hughes, K.B., in the action with the French squadron off Nega- 
patam, the 6th July 1782. 


Ship’s name. 

Toeat. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Superb 



. 

. 

• 


7 

19 

Hero 



• 

• 

• 


12 

23 

Magnanime 



• 

• 

* • 


2 

17 

Monmouth 

• 


• 

- 

• « 


■ • • 

12 

Monarca 

• « 


# 

• 

• • 

• 

8 

46 

Burford 

• 

• • • 

« 

• 

» » 

« 

7 

34 

Eagle 



• 

• 

« • 

• 

4 

9 

Exeter 







11 

24 










Sultan 



• 

• 

• 


16 

21 

Worcester 



• 

• 

• 

• 

' 1 

9 

Isis 

• 

• • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

9 

19 








77 

223 


(Sd.) EDWAM HUGHES. 


Ordered that the guns of the fort be fired in commemoration of the 
victory obtained by the Jdeet under Admiral Sir Edward Hughes as above ex- 
pressed, that the Admiral’s letter and journal he published in General Orders, 
and that the guns at all the military stations he likewise fired as a rejoicing on 
the event therein related. 


Secret Department, 

Monday. 

Eort William, the 12th August 1782. 

At a COTJNCIIi, PRESENT : 

The Hon’beb Warren Hastings, Governor- General, Fresident. 
Edward Whbler, Esq. 

John Macpherson, Esq. 

Libutenant-Genbral Sir Exrb Goote, K.B., absent on service at 
Fort St, George. 


Read and approved the proceedings of the 8th instant. 

Translate of a letter from the Nabob Httdeb. Alta Khan to 

Enclostire in the above. Lieutenant- Eyrb Cootb, K.B., received at camp near Shoveram, 

General Sir Eyre Coote. 

I have received your obliging letter wherein you observe that the news of 
the treaty of alliance and friendship which has taken place between the 

881 



12 


Peishwa and the English must have been made known to me because my name 
is included therein, all of which I perfectly comprehend. Without giving me 
notice, how is it possible that my name can be included ? On the contrary, the 
Sirdars of Poonah have written and continue to write that Mr. Weatherstone 
had come, on the part of the English, for the purpose of conferring with them 
about peace, but that his conferences not proving satisfactory they had dis- 
missed him. Wherefore, this being a business of high importance, how is it 
possible without a knowledge of the object and free and unreserved communi- 
cations on both sides, to enter upon any negotiations. Eor which reasons I now 
write you to send Sriniwas Eow to me with copy of the treaty between the 
Peishwa and the English. I will then consider well of every particular therein, 
and whatever I may have to say in consequence I shall inform the said Srini- 
was Row of and return him to you, and after that I shall send for Mr. 
Thomas Graham. 

A true copy, 

(Sd.) J. GRAHAM, 

Persian Interpreter to ITe Oommander~in~ Chief, 


Translate of a letter from Sir Eyre Cootb, K.B., to tbe Nabob Hydeb Ally Khan, dis- 
patched from camp near Shoveram, the ISth July 1782. 

I have received your letter wherein, in reply to mine informing you of a 
treaty of friendship and alliance having been settled between the Peishwa and 
the English, you are pleased to acquaint me that the Sirdars of Poonah have 
written and continue to write you that Mr. W eatherstone had come, on the part 
of the English, to confer with them about peace, but that his conferences not 
proving satisfactory they had dismissed him. All of this I understand. 

Mr. Weatherstone was sent by General Goddard from Bombay chiefly for 
the purpose of settling a cessation of arms, which being accomplished he 
returned to Bombay. Por the business of treating regarding peace, you will 
no doubt have heard that a gentleman, by name Mr. David Anderson, was depu- 
ted by the Governor-General and Council of Calcutta, whom I before wrote 
you are the chief regulators on the part of the Company in this country of all 
matters of that nature. You further write me that it is impossible any negotia- 
tions can be entered upon without a knowledge of the object, and free and 
unreserved communications on both sides. Of this I am sensible, and therefore 
agreeably to your request now send you Sriniwas Row who will inform you of 
the points which are essential to the re-establishment of peace and friendship 
between us, and which you will find exactly to correspond with what I before 
communicated to you, to your trusty servant, Mahomed Oosman. Sriniwas 
Row, who I request you will return to me as speedily as possible, will inform 
you of the cause which has prevented me sending you copy of the treaty 
between the Peishwa and the English as you desired. 

A true copy. 

(Sd.) THOMAS GRAHAM, 
Persian Interpreter to He Commander-in- Chief. 


Translate o£ a letter from the Nabob Hydbk Ally Khan to Sir Eyre Cootb, K.B., received 

in Camp Wandewash, the 19th July 1782. 

I have received your kind letter by Sriniwas Row and have understood its 

purport and contents and I have learned all parti- 
culars from the said Sriniwas verbally. I have 
communicated to him circumstantially the causes 
which have brought on the present war.* I have 
Undoubtedly to make friendship and peace is most 


*Tlie Nabob Walab Jab’s letter to 
the Rajah of Mysore and agreement to 
give him up Trichi nopoly, &c., on 
certain conditions. 


sent copies of the papers. 
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desirable, and it is tbat alone is your friend’s object and wish. But if botli 
parties reciprocally desire it, they ■will certainly promote peace upon a proper 
and permanent footing. TTou will learn all the particulars verbally from 
briniwas Eo'w and Mahomed Oosman as well as from the substance of the 
papers. 

A true translate, 

(Sd.) THOMAS GRAHAM, 
^Persian Interpreter to Ye Commander -in- Ghief, 


Enclosure in. Sir Eyre Cootb^s letter to ye Governor-General, dated the 21st July 17S2. 
Translate of a letter from Sir Eire Cootb, E.B., to the Nabob Htder Ably Cawn’, dispatched 

from Camp at Wandewash, 20th July 1782. 

J have received your friendly let'ter by Mahomed Oosman from whom and 
Sriniwas Row I have learnt all particulars. You write me that you have com- 
municated to Sriniwas Row circumstantially the causes which have brought on 
the present war. That you have sent copies of papers. It gives me real con- 
cern that ever any occurrence should have happened of such a nature as to 
create even a difference of opinion between you and the representatives of the 
English nation, and it is from a sincere desire to avoid everything of that 
tendency which induces me to wish you had waived sending the copies of the 
papers in the same manner as you have declined mentioning what they are. 
I choose to take advantage of that line of reserve which you have yourself 
adopted to confine myself to two observations on the subject. That it was a 
business which was settled between the parties previous to the accession of 
your authority. You advanced no claim at the time you made your treaty of 
peace in the neighbourhood of Madras. These suggestions proceed from 
motives of the truest friendship, and that to make friendship and peace is most 
desirable, and that that alone is your object and wish, and that if both parties 
reciprocally desire it, they will certainly promote peace and friendship upon a 
^ , proper and permanent footing * may operate with 

its full eftect.^ Surely no peace or friendsnip can 
be more just, proper, or promise more permanency than that which is framed 
to establish a good understanding amongst the powers of Hindustan — that being 
one of the first objects provided for in the treaty with the Mahrattas and the 
English. I am persuaded from the strong terms in which you express your 
desire of peace and friendship, you will speedily accommodate thereto, and that 
Mahomed Oosman who now returns to you, to whom I have again communi- 
cated all particulars, will be soon sent back with the agreeable intelligence. 

A true translate, 

(Sd.) THOMAS GRAHAM, 

Persian Interpreter to Ye Commander -in- Chief . 


Secret Department, 

Thursday. 

Eort William, the 15th August 1782. 

At a CoPNOiii, Reesent: 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Edward Whelbr, Esq. 

John Maophbrson, Esq. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Exbe Coote, K.B., absent on service at 
Fort St. George. 


Read and approved the proceedings of the 12th instant. 

The Governor- General lays before the Board the follo'wing copies of letters 
which have been written by him to Mr. Middleton, Resident at the Court of 
the Vizier and to Hyder Beg Cawn the Acting Minister. These will sufficiently 
express the purpose for which he desires 'to enter them^ in. the Consultation. 
To enter into any further explanation of his motives at this time would be pre- 

Il._707— P. P. 
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mature, and he hopes that there will he no occasion for it at any. If there 
should, all the circumstances which have a relation to the general subject of 
these letters shall he then submitted to the Board in their fullest detail. He 
thinks it proper to inform the Board that by more recent advices he is informed 
th3,t Almass Ally Oawn had not actually passed the line of the Vizier’s domi- 
nions, but was encamped on the borders of the Jumna and with a certain indi- 
cation of such a design. He has yet received no report of this conduct in Almass 
All y Cawn. from the itesident nor from any person in office at liucknow. 

To Mr. Middleton. 


SiK,^ — Enclosed I send you a letter for Hyder Beg Cawn, which if you are 
at Lucknow, I desire you will yourself deliver to him without delay. If you 
shall happen to be absent from that place, I request you will forward it to him. 
I will send you a copy of it by the dawk of to-morrow. 

I am, &c.. 


Eort Wilmam, 
The 11th August 1782 



(Sd.) WABBEN HASTINGS. 


Sib,, — Enclosed is a copy of the letter which I sent you by the dawk of last 
night for Hyder Beg Cawn. 

I am, &c., 

(Sd.) WABBEN HASTINGS. 

EoBT WlIililAM, I 

The 12th JLuguet 1782* S 


To the Nabob Hxdbe Beg Cawh. 

When I prevailed upon the Nabob Vizier to commit the entire charge of 
his revenues and the administration of his finances to his ministers, of whom . 
you are the acting and responsible person, with the concurrence of the Besident, 
Mr. Middleton, I had so sure a reliance on your integrity, diligence, and abilities 
which are universally known and no less on the same qualities of Mr. 
Middleton, that T departed with a mind perfectly at ease, expecting that order 
would be restored to the N abob’s affairs ; capable and trustworthy aumils 
appointed to the superintendence of the districts, the forces duly stationed for 
the security of peace, and the confirmation of the authority of the Sircar, and 
that the past and growing debt of the Company would be completely discharged 
in the course of the year, and that I should receive the thanks of the Nabob, 
your master, for the effects of my solicitude for the support of his dignity and 
ease. 

The event has proved the reverse of these hopes — an accumulation of 
distress, debasement, and dissatisfaction to the Nabob, and of disappointment 
and disgrace to me. Every measure which he had himself proposed and to 
which he had solicited my assistance has been so conducted as to give him 
cause of displeasure. There are no offices established by which his affairs could 
be regularly conducted ; mean, incapable, and indigent men have been appointed 
aumils of the districts without authority, and without the means of personal 
protection ; some of them have been murdered by the zemindars, and those 
zemindars, instead of punishment, have been permitted to retain their zemin- 
daris with independant authority ; all the other zemindars suffered to rise up 
in rebellion and' to insult the authority of the Sircar without any attempt made 
to suppress them ; and the Company’s debt, instead of being discharged by the 
assignments and extraordinary sources of money provided for that purpose, is 
likely to exceed even the amount at which it stood at the time in wliich the 
arrangement with His Excellency was concluded. The growth of these evils 
was early made known to me, and the effects foreboded in the same order and 
manner as they have since come to pass. Added to these, I this instant learn 
that Almass Ally Cawn, to whom you had entrusted the greatest portion of the 
collections without any pledge or security for his fidelity, has thrown off his 
allegiance and quitted the Nabob’s dominions, taking with him an im nense 
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treasure, the fruit of his emhezzelmeuts and oppression, and an army raised for 
its protection. This too was long since foretold and ought to have been sus- 
pected. 

In such a state of calamity and disgrace I can no longer remain a passive 
spectator, nor would it he becoming to conceal my sentiments or qualify the 
expression of them. I have hitherto forebore to interfere that I might not 
weaken your influence and thereby disable you from fulfilling the responsibility 
of the great trust which had been assigned to you. I now plainly tell you 
that you are answerable for every misfortune and defect of the Nabob Vizier’s 
Government. You possess abilities and the means of retrieving them, nor is 
it yet too late, for the resources of the country still remain. I expect it and 
immediately. And as the first effect of your exertions I require that the 
balance which is due to the Company be fully cleared by the end of the year, 
so that not an anna shall remain in arrears. I have a right to exact this 
return to the confidence which the world has seen me place in you, and to 
the good offices which the friendship of the Nabob Vizier has enabled me to 
afford you. If I am disappointed you will impose on me the painful and 
humiliating necessity of acknowledging to him that I have been deceived, and 
of recommending the examination of your conduct to his justice, both for the 
redress of his. own and the Company’s grievances, and for the injury sustained 
by both in their mutual connection. 

Do not reply to me that what I have written is from the suggestion of 
your enemies, nor imagine that I have induced myself to "write in such plain 
and declaratory terms without a clear insight into all the consequences of it 
and a fi.xed determination upon them. 

(Sd.) WARBEN HASTINGS. 

„ EDWARD WHELER. 

„ JOHN MAOPHERSON. 


Secret Department, 

IMConday. 

Fort William, the 26th August 1782. 

At a Cotjncuj, pe-esent ; 

The Hon’bee Warken Hastings, Governor- Oeneraly ^President. 
Edwakd Whbeeb, Esq. 

John Maopheeson, Esq. 

LiiETJTENANT-GENEEAii SiR Etee Cootb, K.B., absent at Fort St. 
George. 


Read and approved the proceedings of the 15th instant. 

The conferences between Sriniwas Row, Sir Eyre Coote’s Vakeel, and 
Hyder Ally Khan, referred to in his letter to the Governor- General of the 20th 
July and recorded in Consultation the 12th August, being translated, are 
now read and recorded as follows : — 

Translation of a Conference between Nabob Hydeb. Ally Khan and Sriniwas Row, a Vakeel 

on the part of General Cootb. 

I waited upon him on Monday evening and presented him a nazzer, which 
he declined accepting and desired me to be seated near him. 1 told him that my 
master and Mr. Graham had ordered me "to present him their respects, and had 
enquired after his health. To this he replied by asking in very civil "terms how 
the General did, and added that he had heard much in his praise, that he was a 
great and gallant commander and an excellent man. He said he had also been 
informed of the good qualities of Mr. Graham. He then asked how old each 
of them was. I answered that the General was about the same age "with 
himself, and added that I had always heard him speak in his praise declaring 
that past ages had not seen, nor would future times produce among the natives 
of this country, so worthy, so great, so brave, and soldier-like a chieftain as he, 
and that I believed him sincere in these declarations. 
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He then said — 

“ It was never any wish of mine to quarrel with the English. On the 
contrary I was so desirous of continuing upon friendly terms with them, that 
in the course of three years I wrote to my Vakeel, Bunajee Punt, upwards of 
an hundred times “ that I should indeed be glad if peace could be 'preserved 
between us, but that every day produced some fresh dispute on the frontier 
relative to the province of Dindigul, and 1 feared this might prove fatal to it, 
that the consequence of that would be that I should enter the Carnatic, lay, the 
xvhole country waste, and burn and reduce all to ashes “ I sent him letter 
after letter to this effect, till I was tired, and he continued to represent these 
matters to them, hut in reply, the Company’s people referred him to Mohamed 
Ally Khan, and he again referred him to the Company. How long was I to 
put up with such kind of talk as this ? 

I replied — 

"Tour Highness is a great chief, whatever be the conversation which I 
have the honor to hold with you, my answers ought to be just and true. If 
therefore you will be pleased to bear with a little freedom of speech, I will 
take upon me to reply to what you have now said.” 

To this he rejoined — 

“ Let me have your answer ; my design in sending for you was that both 
parties might come to a good understanding.” 

I then spoke in reply to what he had said before as follows : 

" You, Sir, made war upon the English and entered the Carnatic for no 
reason whatever, for as to what you are pleased to say of the disputes regard- 
ing the frontier, both sides have probably in that matter been equally culmble" 
What likelihood is there that one party should be alone to blame ? A pair of 
tawly (brass plates) are not set aplaying without two hands ] upon this pre- 
tence, however, you have invaded the Carnatic, but to this hour. Sir \^at 
advantage have you reaped, and in future what are you likely to gain by it ? 
You have got indeed by this injustice the enmity of the English, hut no kind 
of profit whatever. Your own mind. Sir, must be conscious to the truth of 
all this.” 


He said — 


" A treaty was formerly concluded between the English and me 
one syllable of it ever fulfilled? What security then can I have 
performance of any future engagements ? ” 


but was 
for the 


I answered in these words — 

"Who, Sir, was the first that infringed the treaty? You will nrohahlr- 
find that the first violation of it was from you, and not foom us.” ^ obably 

He replied — 

" I wiU tell you who it was that transgressed the treaty. In the first 
place It was stipulated that ^ should mutually assist each other, and th?v 
agreed to lend me troops. When therefore the Mahrattas had entered 
country I wrote to thena a variety of ways, desiring them to send me succoms 
In reply they at first told me they would send them, they would send thJ^ 
after some time they eaid they had written to Europe andX^M oxSfro™ 
thence. To this I urged that it would be a year and six months before their 
orders could be obtained from Europe, and of what use would their sucXrs be 
then ? The Governor s answer was that without orders from Eurone 
donoth^ And yet at length ^ter a long time h^ erp5dZy‘tejif 
that then they had received no directions. In this manner have thev 
framed excuses to evade this article of the treaty. In the next 
themnottogoag^tMahd they said they woJld iotjand y?t' toyUS^ 
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In answer to tlais I said — 

“A wai% Sirj having arisen between the French and English, orders were 
sent out from Europe to take all the principal French sea-ports, they were 
under a necessity therefore of acting as they did. But when they entered 
your territories did they commit any outrages, did they injure you? No I 
their sole purpose was to transact a little business of their own, they confined 
themselves to that, and came away again by another route. What have you, 
Sir, to do with the French ? These are European nations, they have always been 
quarrelling in this rnanner, and sometimes they are friends again. But what 
is all this to you ? Should you. Sir, take part in this national war, would 
it be in your power to bring it to an issue ? And if not, why should you 
meddle in it at all by succouring or opposing either party I 

He said — 

“ In those sea-ports of mine that are large, the English, French, Dutch, 
Danes, and all the European nations have factories, if then the English factory 
should there be attacked by any of the rest, ought I to sit an unconcerned 
spectator ? Surely not ; but to proceed — A third point is, that the people at 
Tellicherry are always supplying Nayem Ba with guns and ammunition and 
encouraging him by that means to wage war with me. What treaty can sub- 
sist when such unreasonable proceedings take place on your side ? What 
friendship can ever be maintained between you and me ? But, besides all this, 
every year or two a new Governor comes out, and does whatever he takes it 
into his head to do without any regard to treaties or engagements, but only 
to what happens to strike him as advisable. In this case the Company I 
acknowledge is one Company, they are not divided, but while these people 
that come hither continue to pursue such measures, what dependence is there 
on a treaty. It was on these accounts that I took it into my head, that 
though it should cost me crores of rupees I would spend it in destroying and 
laying waste your country till never a lamp was left to burn there, and having 
formed this resolution, I wrote to my Vakeel that I should certainly come into 
the Carnatic. But though he went and reported this, it was neither believed 
nor attended to. An European Vakeel, however, came from Madras, and 
presented me, as you do now, with a fine series of arguments, telling me “ that 
they and I ought to he friends** and a great deal more to that effect in answer 
to all which I told him immediately in plain terms, that I positively would 
visit the Carnatic, and that on his way back to Madras he would see my cavalry 
and artillery in readiness. With this plain message I sent him back, and I 
have since kept my word, I have come and for these two years have desolated 
your whole country and burnt all to ashes. In future too, you will know 
what I can do, for what care I if it cost me ten crores of rupees more than I 
have spent already ; you, indeed, will suffer, but to me it is a trifle, or nothing.*’ 

I said to him here — 

“ And pray, Sir, to what purpose will you be at two more years’ expence 
harassing your own person, and wearing out your troops ? To what end will 
you lay out ten more crores of rupees P Do you think the English will ever be 
crushed by you ? Or the Carnatic become yours ? Do you expect to see it 
even in a dream ? No ! Be assrured this is a vain idea.” 

He replied — 

“ What I had to do, I have done. Madras only remains, and what great 
matter is that ? 

To this I answered — 

“ Why, Sir, do you cherish such a thought in your mind ? Madras, 
believe me, is not made of wax. If you ever come against it, you will soon be 
convinced of this. Consider, Sir, what you undertake in making war with the 
English, when the French, a nation of the same sort with themselves, haye not 
been able to prevail against them, what have others to expect ? The English 
have thousands of sea-ports, and Madras is but one of that number. To cope 
with you, then, can be to them no very arduous enterprise. The English 
R — 707—1’. D. 
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prowess is every where dreaded, both in the East and in Europe, nor is there 
any nation that can claim a superiority over them. Let these considerations 
sway with yon to use some foresight at the present juncture. What I mean is 
this : — ^You are. Sir, a great potentate, you have a government, revenue, and 
country in possession ; so circumstanced, your object ought to he to give 
stability and permanency to your name and family, and with that view before 
you, it is surely not good policy to make the English your enemies. You can- 
not but feel the force of this remark.” 

He then said — 

“ It is my wish to live at peace with them, and I am now ready to come 
to terms. If the General instead of going to Bengal had remained here, he 
would have prevented the treaty from being infringed. It was for want of some 
man of weight like him that things wore- on so badly. But even now if the 
General sets his head upon it, it is easy to come to a good understanding 
together. 

I replied— 

“ This declaration. Sir, gives me much pleasure, as I dare say it agrees 
with the inclination of my constituent, for he cannot but desire that a peace 
and lasting friendship should subsist between the English and such a Prince 
as you.” 

He answered — 

“ I also am ready to give my assent to this ; but when I consider that 
not a single word of the former treaty was observed, and that now also if the 
General should go away after entering into engagements with me, another 
may come and undo all again ; how can I possibly expect that any treaty will 
on the part of the Company be faithfully adhered to ? ” 

In reply to this I said — 

“ What breach of engagement have the English been guilty of ? It is 
against you. Sir, I fear, that we must lay this heavy charge. One article of 
the former treaty was that you were not to molest Morari Bow, and yet you 
have so completely uprooted him, that his very name is no longer heard of. 
What kind of faith is this ? 

He replied — 

“ Morari Bow was not the only name mentioned in the treaty, there were 
others also, among the rest that of the Bajah of Tan j ore. Hid you not agree 
to leave him unmolested ? And yet you went against him.” 

In answer to this I said — 

“ What is the case of Tanjore to you. Sir ? The Bajah was our subject 
and gave us peahkush. What relation has that to you ** ? 

I said — 

“ Of such matters I could say enough, but what end would it answer ? 
If the design be to promote amicable measures, let us rather speak of some- 
what that may have that kind of tendency.” 

He was then pleased to say — 

"The General has written me that Sriniwas Bow would communicate 
some matters to me in person. How tell me what it is you have to say.” 

I replied — 

" The General told me that he had mentioned some things to Mohamed 
Oosman' which he took it for granted he must have commfunicated to you, and 
bid me hear and report to him, what you should he pleased to say upon the 
sal^eetil I am ready therefore to carry to bim your cconmands.” 


and' Harard 

that to you? 


tuy 0olam (slave). I treated him as I pleased and what relation* has 
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He said— - 

“ It was stipulated that I should have Trichinopoly and Madura made over 
to me, the paper of agreement, including a receipt for the money paid, is here 
ready, you may see it.” 

I asked him, why, when this stipulation was first made, he had not then 
talked the matter over and brought it to an issue. 

He answered — 

I dropt it at that time, proposing to hav® it done at some future period.” 

I said — 

“ How can it be expected that what did not go forward then, should be 
carried into execution now ? The bringing up this subject at present can 
answer no real purpose, and will produce nothing but mere altercation.” 

He replied — 

“ I do not say that Trichinopoly and Madura are to be given up to me, 
but as the lands of the Province of Dindigul are in some parts intermixed 
with the confines of the Trichinopoly District, I wish to have that matter 
properly settled.” 

“ The mention of that, Sir,” said I, “ was quite unnecessary. That will 
certainly be done.’* I then begged he would tell me if he had any particiilar 
requisitions to make, and I would carry them to my master. He said he 
would deliver them to me in writing, to which I as’sented. He added that 
he would give me also copies of the paper of agreement for the cession of 
Trichinopoly and Madura, and of the receipt, which I might take with me at 
the same time. I suggested that there was probably a farigkhut (or paper 
of discharge) of his ready to be produced on our side. His answer was — > 

** What regard is to be paid to a paper which you yourselves have forged 
and sealed with a counterfeit seal ? ” 

I said — 

** Where was such a thing ever heard of ? If, however, it has been done 
there, why may it not have been practised here too ? How is that matter to 
be ascertained? ’* 

He replied — 

“ Upon these are the signatures, both of Mohamed Ally Khan, and an 
European named Saunders. Tou may see them here.’* 

He then asked if I had brought him a copy of the treaty which I had told 
him was concluded between the Poonah Ministry and the English, in which 
his name was included. I told him that a Persian copy had been coming by 
sea, but the sloop in which it was had been taken in the way hither, that other 
copies had been sent for, but those that had come in consequence were in 
English, and it was not thought proper to transmit him a translation made here, 
as it might chance to differ from the original. That nevertheless another 
Persian copy was expected, which he should see as soon as it arrived. “ Hut,” 
continued I, “ I have already given you a verbal detail of the particulars of the 
treaty in which it is mentioned that you are to leave the Carnatic, that you 
are to release the ofidoers and all others that have been taken prisoners during 
the war, that a general peace and good understanding is to take place in ! 
future, and that as the other four or five powers of India propose now to live 
upon amicable terms, you are also to adopt the same measure with other 
matters of a similar nature.” 

He said— 

“ Has any one given me regular information of all this ? And without 
that, what have I to do with that which people write at home agreeably to 
their own fancy ? But who is it that has made this agreement with you ? 

.1 answered — • 

“ The Poonah Ministry themselves have entered into the terms I mention.” 

But in what manner,” said he, “ was it done ? An European named Anderson 
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has procured it by bribing Soindia. What are such clandestine proceedings to 
me ? The Poonab people hare not to this day written me a syllable about it. 
And I am not a hoy, that after spending crores of rupees and undergoing the 
fatigues of two years’ war, I should quit the Carnatic and set your people at 
liberty merely on the strength of your information. To whom do you pretend 
to talk in this manner ? ” 

I replied — 

“ You, Sir, have entered the Oarnatie to oblige the Mahrattas, and while 
you are yet here, they have 'made peace with the English, and entered into a 
treaty, of which if your business did not make a part what occasion would 
there he to give you any information about it ? But you surely must also have 
received a copy.” 

He said — 

"I know nothing of this matter, but I think you will know what it 
amounts to by the time four months are over. Do you know what engage- 
ments the Poonah Ministry have entered into with me ? ” 

I told him “ No.” 

“ Hear then, said he, I will tell you. I was to expunge the English name 
from the Carnatic and they engaged to take charge of Bengal, &o. This was 
what we agreed upon, and to this day the letters that come from thence are to 
the same effect. If you wish to see them you may. I have had letters also 
from the Bhonslah, who says he proposes to go against Bengal. But if the 
Poonah people and you have made a treaty and are become friends again, why 
do not you get them to assist you with twenty thousand horse ? ” 

I answered — 

“ What need have we of more troops that we should solicit succours of 
others ? Where would be the use of it ? Measures of that kind must be well 
considered. If we are at peace with the Poonah Ministry, the Carnatic cannot 
remain long unsettled. That which was not a matter of difficulty before, 
can surely not be so now. Troops are assembling from different quarters, no 
end therefore will be answered by prolonging the dispute and it well becomes 
you. Sir, to give this matter all due consideration.” 

He said — 

“ It is now three years that you have not acted up to a single article of 
your treaty with the Nizam. You have taken to yourselves his countries of 
Chioacole, Bajmundry, &c., and do not pay him the money you agreed upon. 
In a word, who is there that you have dealt with agreeably to your engage- 
ments ? It is plain there is no faith left among you.” 

I replied — 

“ This assertion may be true enough in respect of the French and other 
nations, but the English are not yet destitute of faith, nor are likely to become 
so. There are others indeed that may with justice have this laid to their 
charge, and the English after putting up with tenfold injuries, are sometimes 
under a necessity of exerting themselves at last. You would do well. Sir, to 
consider this, and bring matters to a conclusion before it be too late. We for 
our parts are ready to come to terms, otherwise in a year or six months more 
you will see the consequences.” 

He then said — 


“ What I suppose when I come to fight you, you will place the Mahrattas 
before ye, for without that what can ye do ? You wiU march four ooss in a day 
more you cannot for your lives, and so keep trotting after me all round the 
country; my business in the meantime I shall take care to dispatch. I shall 
lay all waste ^ound you, this will be my employment, and then you do your 
best. Bring the Nizam and the Mahrattas to help you, and see what you can 
do. You were all three united for a time once before, and what did it end in ? 
And what think you will it come to m future ? Why, each wfil go back the 
same way he came. ® 
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My answer was — 

“ The English have neither formerly solicited succours of any one, nor 
will have occasion to do so hereafter. But you, Sir, have purchased this unjust 
war at a great price, and are devising all sorts of new schemes for carrying it 
on. Among others, you think yourself very sure of the French. But what 

Dost Ally Khan and Chanda Saheb formerly gain by their connection with 
theui ? Believe me. Sir, your appearing in these national quarrels can answer 
no kind of purpose, for your drawing the weight of an European war upon 
yourself will not decide the dispute.” 

He replied — 

“ Where were the French when I entered the Carnatic ? They have only 
been come these four or five months past, and have I sought their assistance ? 
Can they do anything for me, have I sent for them hither ? 

I said — 

“ I have heard that you had many consultations with them, and that even 
a treaty was concluded between you and them, long before you entered the 
Carnatic. But if you hope to gain anything by uniting your fortunes with 
theirs, be assured the English will be a match for you both.** 

He said — 

** The French have forty or fifty ships coming out, together with those of 
the Dutch, and if they invest you by sea, and I by land, you will find it a 
hard matter to keep Madras. E-eflect well upon this.” 

I told him that if the French and Dutch should send so many ships out, 
the English would undoubtedly dispatch a superior force after them, to which 
he answered, it was nothing to him, they were on the sea, and he on the land. 
I told him none were better able to judge of consequences than himself ; and 
asked him if he knew what had happened to the French of late. He said he 
did not understand that anything very bad had happened to them. That he 
had heard indeed that in the former engagement two of their vessels had been 
taken, and that in the last two more had lost their masts, that the French had 
since come and anchored at Cuddalore and the English were gone to Naga- 
patam, that if anything more than this had happened he should be glad to 
hear it. I told him I hoped to give him some fresh intelligence in the course 
of eight or ten days more, and a good deal past of the same kind. At length 
I said to him — “ There is a matter which has given my master much offence. 
He is much concerned to hear that Colonel Baillie and the rest of the ofldcers 
whom you have taken prisoners, several of whom are the sons of people of 
distinction, suffer very great hardships, and have not even the common neces- 
saries of life, such as clothes and food allowed them. He says that it is not 
the custom of Europeans, nor is it ever usual with great princes, to treat their 
prisoners in that manner, and wonders that Tour Highness should adopt so 
unworthy a conduct.’* 

He replied — 

They are in no want of food and raiment, let some one be sent on your 
part to see them, and Braithwaite who was taken in the Tanjore country is here 
in the camp, you may see him yourself. A sheep for ten men is their daily 
allowance, and upon this some that were lean when they were with you, are 
grown very fat since I have had them. They that have told you all this 
therefore have told you lies. And as to the other article, they have not to be 
sure fine clothes, but they are sufficiently supplied with white linen. You 
may tell your master to be perfectly easy upon this head, and when matters 
are made up between us I shall release them altogether.” 

I should have mentioned that in answer to what he said about our passing 
his bounds to go against MahA I reminded him of his expedition against 
Ouddapah. He asked what the English had to do with that. In reply to 
which i asked him what he had to do with Bidenoor and other principalities of 
B,_707— F. D. 
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whicli he had possessed himself, and by what authority he pursued such violent 
measures ? To this he gave no answer. 

Translated from the original in the Mahratta language. 

(Sd.) W. CHAMBERS. 


Translate of a Conference (No. 2 ) between the Nabob Hydbe A1.1.T Khan and Seiniwas 

Row, a Vakeel on the part of General Cootb. 

On the day following, which was Tuesday, I waited upon him on the 
evening, when he condescended to enquire after my health. I then spoke to 
him as follows : — 

“ As yesterday was the first day I had the honour of conferring with Xour 
Highness there were some particulars which out of deference and respect I was 
restrained from touching upon with that freedom which the case requires. You, 
Sir, are a Sovereign Prince possessed of treasures and dominions, and what is 
more, a soul fitted for great actions, the Most High has raised you to honour 
and dignities that are half divine, though I come before you therefore as the 
servant of another, yet you may be assured of my attachment and devotion to 
yourself also, and in that view it becomes me to be plain and open in what 
I say to you upon any subject. And though it is true I can offer little to 
your consideration which your own discernment may not already have 
suggested to you, it is yet incumbent upon me to tell you all I know.*’ 

He then bid me speak freely to him all I had in my mind, and I proceeded 
thus — 

“ Believe me. Sir, the enmity of the English is no desirable object, it is 
much better to make peace if you can do it upon good terms, it can answer 
little purpose to prolong a dispute the issue of which must be of small import- 
ance. I know. Sir, that your idea is, that in six months or a year more, or at 
the expence perhaps of ten erores of rupees, you may be able to finish this 
matter to your own satisfaction. But be assured this is a mistaken notion, 
■^ou see what has been done for these two years past, great sums have been 
expended, your troops have wasted away, great numbers of your horses have 
been destroyed and several of your principal commanders killed, and yet no 
kind of conclusion has by all this been effected, but rather a general detriment 
to your affairs. What are likely to be the future consequences, also, I leave 
Xour Highness to judge. You know the saying — * The new supply has carried 
away the old stock, which has generally been found a very true one. The 
Poonah Ministry have now made peace with the English and entered into a 
treaty with them, which single circumstance is of itself su£S.cient to settle the 
business of the Carnatic, and when, in addition to this, the Hindustan powers 
and Nizam-ud-Dowlah shall be all upon amicable terms with them, and you 
alone shall chuse to follow a different path, how can this ever prove a con- 
sistent scheme of pohcy ? It is of great importance to Xour Highness to give 
this point all due consideration. The English forces are by these measures 
left at full leisure on all sides, and only wait for an order from hence (which 
has probably been already sent) that they may march this way and enter the 
province in a month or two more. I mention this merely from attachment to 
Xour Highness’s interests. It appears on all accounts by far the most advis- 
able plan to put an end to this contest by some means or other, and make sure 
of the friendship of the English which will serve a variety of purposes and is 
preferable to that of any other nation; my motives for urging Xour Highness 
to^this so often are these, millions of people are happily supported under Xour 
Highness’ Government, and I wish to see it settled on such a permanent 
footing as may transmit your name to a remote posterity, and I am desirous 
also of convincing . you of my attachment. But you after all will judge for 


* A Silludiag to the cnstom, everywhere prevalent in the Deccan, of datnming np water for the purpose 

* per^n eager to increase his stock of water, calls in too strong a torrent in the rains, his dam 
.breaxs ana toe whole is carried away together. 
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yourself in tliese matters, and whatever may be your determination, I am 
ready to go and report it to my master. I shall only observe that this is a 
business which, if this opportunity be lost, it will be difficult to settle hereafter, 
for I know the temper of Europeans, one word goes to a bargain with them, 
nor do they ever wait for a second. It is this which has induced me to be 
so plain in my declarations to Your Highness.’* 

I spoke to this effect for about an hour and an half during which he 
continued to listen very patiently, and at the close of my discourse asked me 
if I had anything more to say. I told him that I had both declared to him 
the substance of the business on which I came, and my own opinion of future 
consequences, and that I now wished to hear what he should be pleased to say 
upon the subject. He then spoke as follows : — 

“ All that you have now said is true. The final issue of such contests 
depends certainly on God alone, and not upon the counsels or achievements 
of either party. It is my wish also at any rate to settle this dispute, and to 
contract an hearty friendship with the English, and I hope ere long to come 
to a good understanding on this subject with the General, for it is by his 
means, and no other, that this business must be done ; if it is settled at all it 
must be settled with him. The General is a man of great distinction, and of 
great worth, the English nation has not seen, nor is likely to see again such 
a chieftain as he is, and he is invested with full powers. If, therefore, a peacq 
be concluded between the English and me through his mediation I a m pur- 
suaded it will be lasting, and I am on that account desirous of his friendship. 
To that end, I should be glad to send for Mr. Graham to come and see me, and 
I should prefer him to any other. But were such a man of rank to come to 
me I should wish to receive him with perfect satisfaction and good will, in 
token of which I should of course present him with elephants, horses, and 
jewels, and I should chuse to make the General some presents at the same 
time. Previous, then, to all this, it seems requisite that you and I should talk' 
matters well over together, and not send for Mr. Graham tiU we can fall upon 
some mode of pacification. Eor I should think it utterly unworthy of me to 
call hither such a gentleman as he is and afterwards part with him in dis- 
pleasure. This apprehension is the only impediment ; were it not for this, there 
could be no objection to his coming and going when he pleased ; I should bo 
always happy to see him. There is also another reason for my wishing td 
adjust everything with you, first, which is that the matter may not be pre- 
maturely published, and particularly that Mohamed Ali Mhcth may not know 
of it. The General*s friendship I desire from my heart.” 

I replied — 

“ As to that matter I am sure my master has been hitherto as sincerely 
inclined towards a friendship with Tour Highness, which your Vakeel Benaj^ 
Punt well knows. That friendship he also wishes to see ' settled on a perma- 
nent footing. If you, therefore, are of the same mind, what difficulty can remain ? 
It is in your power, Sir, to commence and establish it immediately.” 

He then said — 

** My friendship will not be like that of the Mahrattas and the Nizarni 
You have now, you say, secured that of the former, but take my wo?d fpr it 
you will discover in four or five months more, how far it is to be relied uppp. 
When they have not observed one dot of the treaty they made with me# 
shoiild you imagine their attachment to you will be more durable ! Thpfe is 
no occasion for me, however, to tell you this ; you will be sufficiently apprised 
of it when the time comes. A sight of the letters and papers that ' Coffi? 
constantly to me from thence which you may see if you plpasc would alpnc 
convice you. Nor is the friendship of the Nizam, with whom ypu say ypu afp 
in alliance, at all better, and if you are willing to put jt tp the proof, I will 
show you a way of doing so that will clearly demonstrate whether it be feigned 
or real. Ask of him only ten thousand horse, of which I ep^ge to pay th? 
expense, and if he sends them I will allow his friendship" to bp mncprc/if 3ipt> 
what is it good for ? ’* 
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I replied— 

“ The English have not hitherto asked succours of any one, nor will do so 
in future, for the Company is in no want of troops that they should heg them • 
of others. On the contrary all the powers in India are desirous of their assist- 
ance, while the English are independent of foreign support, being possessed of 
forces and revenues without number and without count. Six thousand Eu- 
ropeans with an immense quantity of military stores, and several large ships 
of war have already sailed from Europe and are expected to arrive in a couple 
of months. In that case, what need will there be of having recourse to others ? 

He answered — 

“ I spoke not in respect of that, but explained to you the nature of these 
people’s friendship, which it is needless to boast of before me.” 

I asked him, how he could cast these reflections upon others, when he 
had commenced the present contest in direct opposition to former 
engagements I 

He replied — 

" What has past, has past. It is now your business to endeavour to set 
matters right again. I am ready.” 

I told him the affairs of this quarter had already been settled in the 
Poona Treaty, and asked him what more was to be done in order to an agree- 
ment. 

He said — 

I have not entered the Carnatic and made war here for these two years 
past merely for the purpose of going out as I came, and if I chuse to do so, 
there would surely be no need of waiting for your orders ; rather than do that 
I will stay two years more, I care not for the expenoe, nor do I expect to get 
any money cut of the Carnatic. That is no object with me^ for when the 
English troops formerly entered my country, I did hot scruple even then to 
burn and lay waste the whole territory in which they marched. But you are 
undone if your country is not in a condition to yield revenue ; for what avails 
it that you possess a fort like that of Vellore for instance without being able to 
realize anything from its dependencies ? As to what I have in view, and my 
motives for commencing the war, you know them already, I shall send Moham- 
ed Oosman along with you with a copy of the engagement for the delivery of 
Trichinopoly which was executed by Mohamed Ah Khan and Saunders, the 
European ; besides which the Nabob himself has a copy, and I suppose you 
have another, let these be examined and fully understood. It matters not if 
it takes up a month or two more, and send copies if you chuse to Bengal ; and 
when you have well weighed everything do what you think best. I have also 
the receipt for the money paid 'on that account, which you have seen with 
your own eyes. My meaning is that in this matter whatever is just and proper 
may be done.” 

I replied — 

“No end. Sir, can be answered by leaving the straight road and going 
into crooked paths. What you now propose can never be complied with, and 
why should you thus throw into confusion a business that was in a fair way 
of being happily concluded. I know my master’s mind on this subject, and 
that it is what he never will hear of ; it is therefore totally useless to send 
these copies.” 

He said that as in our treaty with the Mahrattas and the Nizam we had 
agreed to the surrender of territory, he had a right to expect the same 'terms. 

I told him that it was to the Mahrattas only we had agreed to restore the 
country we had taken from them, and that as we had not even invaded or 
destroyed any possessions of his, I wondered at his making such a requisition. 
He said, ^ if nevertheless, it was well grounded, it ought to be complied with, 
if otherwise, rejected. I told him it was altogether groundless, for that the 
Nabob had a paper of release to oppose to his paper of agreement. He asked 
knew what kind of a release that was; I told him I was aware of 
what he said of it, to wit, that it was taken clandestinely from the Baja Katti 
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• Gopal, but I affirmed that the fact was not so. He said it really was so, that 
Katti Gopal had been confined for three years in the Port of Trichinopoly, and 
had been made to undergo very great hardships (of which he wrote incessant 
accounts to his people) and the release had thus been forced from him. I 
answered that, however that might be, we had a release to produce with the 
Haja’s seal upon it. He said it was what he should pay no regard to. I 
asked him how then he could expect that his own paper would be acknowledged 
by us. And after a good deal more to the same effect he said — 

“ TTell, whatever is to be, will be; Heaven alone can determine how this 
matter is to end. You will, however, .tell the Genei’al from me that I hope we 
shall both be in our hearts good friends. And say a good deal to him in that 
way. Tell him also that I have sent him copies of the paper of engagement, 
and that what^ I had to say I have said to Mahomed Oosman. You will at the 
same time desire him to do what he thinks best, and tell him that as he is a 
master of such subjects there was the less occasion for me to say much upon 
this occasion.’* 

I then said to him — 

“ I shall mention a word or two more and I have done. You know what 
I said before that the tawlies are not played upon without two hands. Your 
Highness knows best what you have to do. I have only to propose that there 
may be a cessation of arms till this negotiation be concluded.” 

He replied — 

"No doubt, now that you are come, why should I commit any hostilities ? 
I shall prevent, indeed, your army from being supplied with wood, grass, and 
grain, but that is all I shall do.” 

I replied — 

“ Bengal, thank God, is in a flourishing state, and while that is the case the 
army can be in no want. Madras is well supplied with grain by the incessant 
arrival of from ten to twenty vessels at a time laden with that article. And 
though for these two years past you have done everything in your power to 
distress us, we are as yet in want of no one necessary commodity. If this then 
has been the object of' the war, to what end is it still continued, or to what 
purpose have you maintained so many troops, at the expence of crores of 
irupees ? Except indeed that the poor inhabitants of the country have been 
distrest. This end alone has been answered.*’ 

He said also — 

" Scindia writes me letters continually ; a packet arrived from him but 
half an hour ago, of which if you chuse you may take copies along with you. 
In these he desires me to tell him what my real intention is, that Anderson the 
European wishes to take his leave, and that he (Scindia) is ready to undertake 
the band-o-bast (or settlement) of Bengal and those parts. My answer to him 
is, that let that measure take place when it may, I am bent upon war.*’ 

The conversation continued in this manner till about three o’clock in the 
morning, when he permitted me to take my leave. 

Translated from the original in the Mahratta language, 

(Sd.) W. OHAMBEBS. 


' Government of India Central Printing Office.— No, 707 P. D.— 3-5-89.— 600. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 23rd September to 

31st December 1782. 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 23rd September 1782. 

At a ComrciL, pbesent: 

Edwarb Whelbb., Esq. 

John McPherson, Esq. 

The Governor-Generab, indisposed, 

Liehtenant-Generab Sir Eyre Ooote, K.B., absent on service 
at Fort Si, George. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 12th instant. 

My Lorb & Gentbemen, — On my departure with His Majesty’s squadron 
Sir Edward Hughes to Lord Macart- undei m.y Command from IHadras Itoads the 20th 
ney, &c., enclosed in the letter from o£ last month I used all diligence to get to Trinco- 
Port St. George. malee, but the wind blowing much from the south 

I did not arrive with the squadron off that place till the 3rd of this month 
when I found it in the possession of the Erenoh, and their squadron reinforced 
by the Illustre, a 74i-gun ship, and the St. Michael^ a 64, with the JEllizaheth, 
formerly a Company’s ship of 60 guns and many transports at an anchor in 
the several bays there. 

On the same day His Majesty’s squadron had an engagement with that 
of the enemy, an account of which is herewith enclosed ; and I am much con- 
cerned to inform you that on the morning of the day after the engagement I 
found several ships so very much damaged in their hulls and masts as to render 
it impossible for them to keep the sea ; three of them, the Hero, FJagle, and 
Monmouth, are with dijOSioulty kept above water with all their pumps at work 
from stop-holes so low down that it will be difficult to stop them even when at 
anchor in smooth water, and all the ships have suffered so'much in their masts, 
yards, and rigging that the short time the squadron can with safety remain 
on this coast will be scarce sufficient to refit them for sea. I am, therefore, on 
my way to Madras Roads to effect their repairs. 

On the 2nd of this month I fell in with the Nottingham, one of the 
Company’s transports which sailed from England with Sir Richard Bicherton’s 
squadron, who informs me Sir Richard Bicherton had left Rio Janeiro the 3rd 
June last, and that on the 21st June he with seven Indiamen and a store ship, 
parted company with the Commodore in blowing weather in the latitude of 
36°24'' south longitude, 24°40' west of Greenwich, as he did with the above from 
time to time. 

As the blowing weather and other accidents since the engagement have 
not permitted returns of the killed and wounded to be made me from all the 
•ships, I cannot precisely ascertain their numbers, but am happy to inform you 
we have suffered less in men in this last than in any of the former engagements. 

I am sorry to say that Captain Dumley of the Isis and several other officers 
are among the number of the killed, and Captain Watt of the Sultan and Cap- 
tain Wood of the 'Worcester among the wounded; the first has lost his right 
arm and the last dangerously wounded in both knees. 

I had despatched the San Carlos with the original of this letter yesterday 
forenoon, but finding that ship has run to leeward of the Road now forward a 
duplicate by an officer of the Superb. 

“ Superb,” at sea, 1 I have the honour to be. 

The 8th September 1782. j EDWARD HUGHES. 

A true copy, 

J. HUDDLESTON, 

Secretary. 

19 F. D. 
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An account of the transactions of His Majesty’s squadron under the com- 
mand of Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, Knight of the Bath, Oommander- 
in-Ohief of His Majesty’s squadron in the Bast Indies on the 3rd September 
1782, off Trincomalee on the Island of Ceylon. 

At day -light I discovered the Erench squadron, consisting of 30 sail, at an 
anchor in the hack bay of Trincomalee and soon after saw Erench colours on 
the point and at the two forts. At 6 A.M. a part of the enemy’s squadron, con- 
sisting of 14 sail of line of battle-ships, 3 frigates, and a fire-ship, got under sail 
and stood out of the hay to the south-eastward, the wind blowing strong at 
south-west off the shore ; at 10 minutes past 6 I made the signal for the line 
of battle ahead on the starboard tack at two cables length distance, shortened 
sail, and edged away from the wind that the ships of the van of the line 
might more speedily get into their stations. At 20 minutes past 7 I made the 
A.ctive*s and Coventry’s signals to come under my stern and order the A.ctive 
to send 20 men on board the Honmouth and the Coventry to send 20 men to 
the JELero. At 20 minutes past 8 the enemy began to edge down on our line, 
then formed in good order from that time till half past 11. I steered under 
top-sails in the line east-south-east with the wind blowing strong at south-west 
in order to draw the enemy’s squadron as far as possible from the Port of Trin- 
comalee, they sometimes edging down, sometimes bringing to and in no regular 
order as if undetermined what to do. 

At noon the enemy’s squadron appearing to have an intention to engage 
shifted our ensigns from blue to red ; at 10 minutes past noon I hauled down 
the signal for the line ahead and made the signal for the ships of our line to 
steer east-south-east and to bear of each other east-south-east and west-north- 
west. At half past 1 p.m. I made the signal for the line ahead again formed and 
stood on the enemy’s squadron still bearing down. At half past 2 the enemy’s 
began to engage ours, and I made the signal for battle, and four minutes 
after the engagement was general from our van to our rear, the two additional 
ships of the enemy’s line falling furiously on our rear ship, the Worcester, and 
nobly resisted by that ship and the Monmouth, which backed her sails to her 
assistance, but at the same time the van of the enemy’s squadron, to which five 
of their ships had advanced together, bore down to the Exeter and Isis, the two 
head-most ships of our line, and by an exerted fire on them having faced the 
Exeter (much disabled) out of the line, they tacked keeping their wind and firing 
on the Isis and other ships of our van as they passed ; at 28 minutes past 3 the 
mizzen-mast of the French Admiral’s second astern was shot away by the board, 
and at the same time another of the enemy’s ships lost her fore and mizzen- 
top-masts ; at 35 minutes past 6, the wind shifting suddenly from south-west to 
east- south-east, I made the signal for the squadron to wear, which was in- 
s'^ntly obeyed in good order, and the action renewed on the other tack close and 
vigorously on our part ; at 20 minutes past 6 the French Admiral’s main-mast 
was shot away by the board and soon after his mizzen-mast, and about the same 
time the Worcester, one of our line of battle-ships, lost her main top-mast. At 
7 P.M. the body of the French squadron hauled the wind to the southward, the 
ships in our rear continuing a severe fire upon them till 20 minutes past 7, 
when the engagement ceased and the ships of our squadron had apparently 
suffered so much as to be in no condition to pursue them. 

EDWABD HUGHES. 

A true copy, 

J. HUDDEESTON, 

Secretary. 


19 P. D. 
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Secret Dept., Tort William, tlie 3rd October 1782. 

Thursday. At a Cotinoiij, present ; 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John McPherson, Esq. 

The Governor-General, indisposed . 

Eietttenant-Generad Sir Etre Coote, I&.B., absent on service 
at Fort St. George. 

liead and approved the Proceedings of the 30th ultimo. 


Agreed that the following letter be immediately written to Fort St. George. 


Mt Lord & Gentlemen, 


To Fort St, George. 


We have just received your letter of the 30th 
in reply to ours of the 4th July on the 
subject of your disputes with the Conamander-in- 
Ohief. 


August 


We cannot offer so bad a compliment to the labour you have taken in the 
composition of this voluminous work as to delay for a moment acknowledging 
the receipt of it, but we have neither leisure nor disposition to reply to it fully 
at present. We consider that a retort of arguments or accusations, however 
well applied, would rather tend to aggravate than reconcile a difference of 
opinion which can be productive of no good end, and ought, therefore, to be 
carefully avoided at a time when the greatest cordiality and unanimity in our 
Councils are absolutely necessary to the preservation of the public interests 
respectively committed to our charge. 

Xet we must remark that under the alarms which the contents of your 
preceding despatches had left us, preceding we mean in order of despatch 
though not in point of date, it was some relief to us to find that you had both 
time and inclination to labour through a discussion of 29 close folio pages with- 
out a reference to the dangers which surround you, and which engage the whole 
attention of this Government. 

We understand that a famine rages round Madras, and that hundreds of 
our fellow-creatures are famishing there daily for want. We have heard of the 
loss of .Trincomalee and that Sir Edward Hughes is determined to quit the coast 
during the approaching monsoon. We are informed that Sir Eyre Coote was 
near Cuddalore with the army in expectation of a general action with our com- 
bined enemies. We do not learn that you have a store of provisions for many 
months in Madras, and we are sure that you have no money in your treasury. 
Amidst the most anxious thoughts' on these dangers which hang over and 
threaten the very existence of your Presidency, we look to the arrival of 
every post from Madras with a degree of impatience constituting an alternate 
struggle between our hopes and our fears. 

At such a crisis, and when we were making the most zealous and effectual 
efforts for your relief, the post arrived, we opened your letter and peruse its 
contents, we may say, indeed, with astonishment ! 

We shall not explain to you further what we felt upon this occasion. But 
the letter appears to us of such a nature that we earnestly conjure you at tMs 
critical juncture not to communicate it to Sir Eyre Coote, nor while the service 
requires his presence in the Carnatic. Eor our part we shall lay it by as a 
secret deposit, and take a proper interval of public tranquillity to convey to you 
some few remarks which we think it is certainly entitled to. In the mean time 
we shall send it home to the Company without a comment, but accompanied 
with copies of our letters of the 11th March and 4th July, which have given 
rise to it. 

We only wish that the future records of your Presidency may add many 
and more solid proofs of your political merits as an Administrator than those 
which you now labour to establish. 

19 E. D. . 
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If those merits extend to the salvation of your settlement we shall be 
happy, and upon that condition we would willingly submit to every charge with 
which you may wish to load us. 

There is one merit, however, which we shall claim, and to which you must 
acknowledge our right. It is that of persevering to support your Presidency 
with all the resources of this Government, however you may be pleased to com- 
ment upon our proceedings. 

Another merit, too, we shall endeavour to possess, that of a moderation that 
you shall neither surprize nor provoke, ^^e trust you had no such intention 
in the present instance ; however, of this our employers will be the best judges, 
and give you the proper credit. 


We shall conclude this letter by referring to a sketch of an account which 
we enclose to show the amount of supplies furnished you by this Government 
from 1st May 1781 to this time, amounting to current Ps. 1,23,17,684-9-1 ; 
previous to that date we had sent you current !Rs. 35,65,072-13-4, making 
together current its. 1,68,72,757-6-5. 


Port WiiiiiiAM, 

The 8rd October 1783. 


} 


We are^ &c. 


Secret Bept.^, [Port William, the 11th November 1782. 

Monday. At a Oottnoiii, present : 

The Hon^ble Wabben Hastings, Governor^ General^ JPresidenL 
Ebwabd Wheeeb, Esq. 

John MoPhbbson, Esq. 

Eiehtenant-GenebaIi Sib Exbe Coote, indisposed. 

Read and approved the ProceediDg-s of the 24th ultimo. 


Mr. Stables having taken his usual oaths in the Public Department now takes his seat in 

this Department. 


I5th November 1782. 

The Governoi*-General submits the accompanying minute to the perusal of the Members 
of the Board, hut as it would be improper that the contents of it should be at this time made 
public, which probably would be the consequence of its being entered on the Consultations, 
he requests that they will permit it to he delivered to the Secretary closed and sealed, and 
to remain with him until it may be judged proper and safe to record it, and that it may be 
allowed a place in the proceedings between Mr. Anberson^s last letter to the Governor- 
General, and the two letters which follow it to his brother. Lieutenant James Anderson, 
that being correspondent to the point of time in which it was widtten. 

The Governor-General makes it also his request that one copy of it may be sent to the 
Hon^ble the Court of Directors with the despatches of the Lively., 

8th November 1782. WARREN HASTINGS. 


Govebnob-Genebal, — It is now near a month since the contents of two 
packets dispatched from England by the route of Bussorah were received in 
Calcutta. These brought information of the revolution which had taken place 
in the administration of the affairs of Great Britain, and among other changes 
portended from it, the report of a decided intention to remove myself, and some 
of my appointed colleagues in the Council from our present ojBfices, has gained 
belief. The Chief Justice has been, it is said, recalled by a resolution of the 
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House of Co mm ons, and tbe same authority has, I am informed, requii*ed my 
immediate removal from ofiElce, because I was the efficient instrument of confer- 
ring on him a place which it was deemed improper in him to accept. The first 

Governor-Generars minute. intelligence arrived at Bombay in August 

last, and the whole has been in a manner confirmed 
by the subsequent intelligence which arrived some time afterwards at Telli- 
cherry, passed in course to the Presidency of Bombay and its dependencies from 
whence it would in a few days be known at Poona. It got early to Port St. 
George and afterwards to Bengal where it subsided for an instant. The minds 
of men being more strongly attracted by the novelty and magnitude of the first 
event than its contingent and possible effects, which, though affirmed in private 
letters from England and suggested in the printed newspapers and journals of 
the Committee, were not generally admitted but as possibilities. Subsequent 
and repeated advices have since found their way hither, which confirm beyond 
a doubt the facts already reported with additional circumstances, which leave it 
beyond a doubt, at least in the public and universal belief, that they have ter- 
minated in their destined objects. 

^iVhatever may be the final event, I owe it as a dutiful warning to the State 
which I serve, and (may I add ?) as a consideration of allowable attention to 
my own public character, to express the apprehensions which I feel for both in 
the consequences of the actual circulation of such a change in this Government, 
which is the source of the political system of the British interests now pervad- 
ing every state of Hindustan and Deccan. It has come forth in the crisis of a 
long depending contest with the two only formidable powers of India, united, 
at least in co-operation with our great European adversary. In less than a 
month it will be known, if not already known, to every Darbar with which we 
have any connection, or from which we have anything to dread or to hope. 
These have all been in the long habit of considering me as the first instrument 
of this Government, and the mover of all the politics which have originated 
from it, and have been conducted in a train of consistency. Perhaps, too, their 
reliance on that consistency, and on the inviolate adherence which it hath ever 
maintained to the faith of treaties may have contributed to establish a superior 
degree of confidence in it, and to encourage the attachment of some, and the 
awe of others, towards it. They are all intimately acquainted with our constitu- 
tion in all the points in which it has a relation to their interests, and they will 
all conclude that every new Government, succeeding by the violent dismission 
and reprobation of that which preceded it, will adopt for its principle the sub- 
version of every measure, plan, and system which originated from the former. 
This will naturally tend to protract the delays of the Mahrattas, the most pro- 
crastinating and the most frivolous negooiators of all the people which history 
has ever recorded, and to excite designs in others consonant to the different 
kinds of relation which they severally bear to us. But it is in the former 
instance that I most dread its influence, for, notmthstanding the assurances 
given to Mr. Anderson by Mahadajee Sindia, and mentioned in his last letter to 
me dated the 17 th of last month, that all would be finally settled in the course 
of three or four days following, I have seen too much of their mode of conduct- 
ing business to expect a conclusion in less than a period of ten times the pro- 
mised length even if no intervening obstacle should arise to extend it. 

If, contrary to my hopes, the ratification of the treaty shall have taken 
place before the news from England shall have reached Sindia’s Darbar, the 
worst effects which I have portended will be most happily prevented. But if it 
shall prove otherwise, if in the expectation of new rulers whose names affixed to 
the treaty on the part of this Government will stamp it with their personal 
sanction, he should chuse to delay it, the loss of the Carnatic may be denounced 
as the infallible consequence of it ; for it is universally understood that the 
ratification of the treaty will be less in effect a confirmation of the peace 
already established beyond all likelihood of its being broken than the signal 
and pledge for an instant commencement of hostilities between the Mahrattas 
and Hyder Ali Cawn, whose present inaction may be ascribed to that expecta- 
tion, as we are unacquainted with any other probable cause of it. It is true 
that we have seen no instance in the conduct of Mahadajee Sindia which can 
warrant the suspicion of his behaving either with duplicity or unsteadiness- 
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Nothing coaid be more opposite to these qualities than the part ■which he acted 
the last year, which certainly afforded sufficient temptation to display them if 
such had been his temper or policy ; but neither would such a behaviour in the 
case which I have supposed merit the reproach of such appellations, nor are the 
two cases similar. Severe and astonishing as the calamity was which befell 
me personally, he saw our Government in the full and undivided exercise of 
its great powers, a spirit of unexampled union in its members, and of a zeal 
equally unexampled for its support in the dependents of its authority. Per- 
haps I underrate his character in ascribing his forbearance to any cause inde- 
pendent of it ; but these, if not the sole motives of it, had certainly a share in 
confirming it. But neither his natural disposition nor policy can be expected to 
influence him in the same manner now, or to induce him to bind himself and 
his superior State in new ties to men whose political existence is expiring, and 
whose personal connection with him may throw him to a greater distance from 
the Government of which they have but the temporary and inefficient charge. 

I forbear the application of this subject to other consequences as they may 
affect our public interests, nor should I think it safe in some oases to divulge 
my own apprehensions concerning them. Whether my apprehensions in any 
of the instances to which I allude shall be verified or not, it is sufficient if I 
have demonstrated the probability of such consequences deduced from such 
causes. These causes I regret not because they have existed, but because the 
acts to which they refer were not complete and in actual force at the time of 
their promulgation. In a great and dependent Government constituted as this 
is, and so remote from the source of its authority, it were to be wished, in the 
first place, that if it were possible such a choice should be made of its rulers 
as might ensure a regular course of succession, and in the second, that when- 
ever the superior State should feel the unavoidable necessity of breaking that 
order, and of appointing new men to the chief administration, their assumption 
of their offices should take place at the same point of time with the notification 
of their appointment, or at least as near the same point of time as it could be. 
The reason is evident. The interval is a stagnation of power, influence, and 
business, promoting remissness, licentiousness, and a general scramble at home, 
and inviting intrigues and invasion from abroad. Such are the effects in a 
season of ordinary tranquillity. But in that of war, and to bring the appli- 
cation home, in a war with many great and potent States, conducted at the 
most remote corners of this continent, and fed with the exhaustible resources 
of a province which was once, and not long ago, supposed unequal to its own 
support, the most pernicious e'vils ought to be apprehended, and in its con- 
tinuance certain destruction. We are too apt to presume that what has never 
happened never will happen ; may it ever be in the knowledge and remem- 
brance of those to whom the direction of the British dominion in these pro- 
■vinces may belong, whether in its primary or .subordinate charge, that it is held 
but by the hand of actual violence, supplying the rights of a natural and acknow- 
ledged constitution, and that an instant may therefore annihilate it. And 
such, whenever that fatal period shall arrive wMch is to terminate its existence, 
I will venture to foretell ■will be its termination. 

With respect to myself I hereby declare and protest that I am not, nor 
will acknowledge responsibility for any disappointment, loss, misfortune, or em- 
barrassment which shall attend the political interests of the Company depend- 
ent on this Government from the present hour to that in which I shall either 
deliver over the charge of my office, if I am to be relieved from it, or in which 
I shall be confirmed in the possession of it, I hope I shall not be suspected 
of the baseness of intending to abandon my trust, and thus preparing a plea 
for the effects of my own infidelity, while my sense of what I owe to my King, 
my country, and my employer, shall require me to remain in my office, while 
, I am allowed to remain in it, and allowed the full and free exercise of it ; no 
consideration of family, life, or fortune shall tempt me to desert it, and I hope 
I know myself when I declare that no sense of personal injury or disgrace shall 
abate the zeal with which I have hitherto discharged the duties of it. Bor 
this assurance let my past conduct be the pledge. I have now held the first 
nominal place in this Government almost twelve years. In all this long period 
I have almost unremittedly wanted the support which all my predecessors have 
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enjoyed from their constituents. Prom mine I have received nothing hut 
reproach, hard epithets^ and indignities^ instead of rewards and eneonragement ; 

oeing allowed to exercise the powers of my own Government for 
the benefit and improvement of their service ; these, during a series of six vears, 
were not only denied me, but converted even, with their connivance and incite- 
ment, into instruments of hostility, of which I myself personally and all my 
me^T^es wei’e the objects. Yet under all the difficulties which I have de- 
scribed, such have been the^ exertions of this Government since I was first 
placed at the head of it, that in no part of the Company’s annals has it hnown 
an equal state, either of ^ wealth, strength, or prosperity, nor, let it not be 
imputed to me as a crime if I add, of splendid reputation. 

WABREN HASTINGS. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 18th November 1782. 

Monday. At a CouNciii, present: 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John McPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

The Governor-General and Sir Byre Ooote, indisposed . 
Read and approved the Proceedings of the 11th instant. 


The following letter is written during the sitting of Council to SiE Etre Coote. 

Sib, — W e have this moment been honoured by the receipt of your letters 
of the 16th and l7th instant. 

On reading your first letter we immediately passed our resolutions upon, 
it for communicating to you the measures we had already adopted for enforc- 
ing a powerful attack upon Hyder Ali’s dominions from the Malabar Coast, 
and for supplying the Presidency of Port St. George with every aid which they 
required from us for the subsistence of their army and defence of the Carnatic, 
which we should not have delayed imparting to you till this time had we 
thought the state of your health would have admitted it. On those subjects we 
shall^ have the honour to write to you in a separate letter, but we lose not a 
moment in expressing our very great alarm at the information conveyed to us 
by your last letter and its enclosure from General Stuart. 

We see with the utmost concern, both from this and from a letter which 
we have received from General Stuart under date the 30th September, that a 
difference of the most dangerous tendency already subsists between that Govern- 
ment and their Provincial Commander-in-Chief, and that one and both have 
so essentially deviated from your particular and positive recommendations for 
keeping the army united, a point which under all circumstances appears to us 
of the most necessary importance if it was possible by any means to have sub- 
sisted the men. 

The mutinous conduct of the troops upon this occasion, and the general 
dissatisfaction which seems to prevail among them, independent of the efforts 
of the enemy, threaten the very existence of the Presidency of Port St. George, 
and alarm us with such dreadful apprehensions for the safety of the Carnatic 
that we see no possible means of salvation to the country, unless you shall be 
able to return there to resume the immediate command of the army indeed, 
we are so sensible of the powerful influence which your presence will have 
over the troops, from their entire confidence and sincere attachment to your 
person, that we take upon us earnestly to entreat you to proceed to Fort St. 
George as soon as possible for this purpose. 

19 FD. 
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We are conscious that if the state of your health can possibly admit of 
your complying with this request you will he as ready to attempt it as we are 
^xious to recommend it, and thereby add, if possible, to the eminent and distin- 
guished services which you have already rendered to your Sovereign, the nation, 
and particularly the East India Company. 

We are, &c. 

Eobt William, 'i 

The 18th November 1782. ) 


To the Right Hon’blb Geokgb IjORD Macartney, K.B., President and Governor, See., 

Select Committee, Fort St. George. 

Mt Lord aot) Gen'EL'bmen, — I have the honor to receive your letter of 
the 23rd instant inclosing the minutes of your Committee of the 22nd. 

I have observed with infinite satisfaction the earnest manner in which you 
have exerted yourselves towards carrying into execution that object which I 
had so much at heart — the destruction of the Erenoh force at Cuddalore, Im- 
pressed as I am with a thorough conviction of the great and many beneficial 
effects that would have accrued to our interests in general by its successful 
accomplishment, and feeling, on the other hand, as I do the evil consequences to 
be apprehended from the existence of that force on this coast under the coun- 
tenance of so powerful a native ally as Hyder Ally Cawn, I most sincerely 
lament with you the ill-success that attended your efforts, and the cause which 
produced the necessity of relinquishing the expedition. 

My health mends so slowly, and I continue in so weak a state, that the 
faculty have recommended to me a sea voyage and change of air. I have 
therefore come to the resolution of proceeding to Bengal, and shall tomorrow or 
next day embark on board the Medea frigate, which Sir Edward Hughes has 
been so obliging as to give me for that purpose. 

As the best chance we yet have of rising superior to our enemies, I must 
recommend the preservation and support of the army to your most particular 
attention, and that you allow no consideration whatever to influence you to 
the measure of disbanding it. On the contrary that you use your utmost 
endeavours to keep it ready for immediate service. 

As the efforts of our natural enemies, the Erench, are at present directed 
in force against this side of India, it is my firm opinion that every man now 
here should be employed for the support and protection of our possessions here 
and in Bengal, the chief strength to be preserved on the coast. And I' trust the 
small detachment I have upon the application of the Governor-General and 
Council ordered to Bengal will for the present be sufidcient to secure the tran- 
quiQity of those countries till the reinforcements expected may enable us to 
furnish a more considerable force for their security, as upon them alone we 
have to depend for our chief resources. 

Ton may rest assured that nothing shall be left untried towards assisting 
you, both in money and provisions, from Bengal, and that should my health be 
so re-established as to enable me again to endure the fatigues of field service, 
I shall, upon its being intimated to me that my presence can be of any use to 
your affairs here, embrace the first opportunity of returning. 

I entertain a just sense of obligation for the very honourable terms in 
which you are pleased to notice my zeal for the public cause, which it is with 
the deepest regret I am, from extreme indisposition, obliged to withdraw 
from, whilst the great object of my wish and ambition (when I undertook the 
service on this coast) the restoration of peace to the Carnatic remains unaccom- 
plished. 

19 F D. 
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Your perseverance torrards overcoming tlie many dangers which impend 
over your affairs on this coast will reflect the highest honour on your adminis- 
tration, and will, in the event of success, which I earnestly pray for, be amply 
repaid you in the grateful applause of your King, country, and employers. 




On board the 

Eard or Hertford,’* Indtaman, 
The 2oth September 1783. 


1 


I have the honour to be with, &c., 
EYRE OOOTE. 


A true copy, 

THOMAS KINGSOOTE, 

Deputy Secretary . 


Bxd.— T. T. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 6th January to 10th 

February 1783. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 6th January 1783. 

Monday. At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Qovernor - Genera ^, 
' President . 

Lieutenant- General Sir Pyre Coote, Qommander - in - 
Chief . 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John MacPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Uead and approved the Proceedings of the 31st ultimo. 


As the Nabob’s charge against Lord Macartney for breach of the treaty 
concluded by this Government with the Nabob, 2nd April 1780, is founded 
principally, though not entirely, on Lord Macartney’s assumption of the 
authority specially reserved to the Nabob in the assignment, and in Lord 
Macartney’s acceptance of it, of affixing his seal and signature to such appoint- 
ments of aumils as should be made by Lord Macartney, and as the proceedings 
of the Select Committee which have been transmitted to us contain no other 
materials which bear a relation to this charge except those which are contained 
in their letter of the 1st May in which this departure from that condition is 
avowed and explained in the first instance, and as Syed Assun Cawn has declared 
in his memorial that Lord Macartney has since that time invariably affixed his 
own seal to all sunnuds of similar appointments without observing the term of 
applying to the Nabob for his confirmation of them. 


Ordered that Syed Assun Cawn be desired to attend the Board tomorrow 
morning to answer such questions as the Board may think proper to propose to 
him, both with relation to the original transaction said to have passed on the 
18th April, and to the appointments of aumildars which have been since made 
by the Bight Hon’ble the President or the President and Select Committee at 
Port St. George. 


Ordered also that Mr. .Joseph Sulivan be directed to attend the Board at 
the same time, and for the same pupposes, and that he be desired to explain 
immediately to Assun Cawn the subjects of our intended enquiries that he may 
be prepared to answer them. 


To 


The Bight Hon^blb Lord Maoarthbt, K.B., PresiUent, ^c.. Select Committee, Port St. 
George, ^ 

Dated Tripassore, the 11th December 1783.- 


Mt Lord and Gentlemen, — I did myself the honour of informing you 
that the reports of these parts were that Hyder Ali was dead. Last night and 
to-day several people who came from Chittoor positively assert that he died three 
days ago. This morning a man came in from Hyder’s camp with a letter from 
a Eakeer Mahomed for the Nabob Muhammad Ali. He assures ine of Hyder’s 
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death, and that the letter to the Nahoh gives an account of it. His body is 
embalmed and will be carried to Collar to be interred. He died a most cruel 
death, not having been able for many days to lay otherwise than flat on his 
face. ’Tis said Tippoo Saheb has been wrote to to join him with the utmost 
dispatch, but I can learn no certain account concerning where he is or how 
employed. They have it in Hyder’s camp that Tippoo and Colonel Lang have 
had a smart action, but nothing decisive. 

I have the honor to be, &c., &c., 
E,OBEHT SCOWLER. 


A true copy 

THOMAS KINGSCOTE, 

Deputy Secretary. 


Assignment o£ the revenues o£ the Carnatic granted by the Nabob W^allAH Jah to Lord 

Macaetnev on the 2nd December 1781. 


Nabob Chop 
Persian. 



This paper is to have all the force and validity of a sunnud, and no other 
instrument is necessary between His Highness the Nabob, and the Governor on 
the behalf of the Company. His Highness empowers the Governor to appoint 
all renters or aumildars to be confirmed by His Highness. The Governor to 
settle with them for rent. The time of renting to be for three or five years, as 
the Governor shall settle with the renters. Rent not to be inferior to nett 
revenue of His Highness’s exchequer in similar circumstances. 

The orders which His Highness will . give shall not affect the revenue. 
Orders relative to the revenue shall proceed from Lord Macartney alone. 
Orders from His Highness and from His Lordship to be communicated to each 
other. His Highness will give usual cowles to the aumildars who shall be ap- 
pointed by the Governor with the addition of a clause declaring that all monies 
are to be paid to the orders of the Governor only. The Governor obliges him- 
self to pay to His Highness the sixth part of the revenue from time to time as 
the same shall be received by the Governor, and to pay it agreeably to TTis 
Highness’s orders here or in the respective countries where the same shall be 
collected as His Highness shall please to direct. The remaining five parts of 
the nett receipt of the revenue shall be placed to His Highness’s credit with 
the Company. The Governor to furnish receipts to His Highness from time 
to time for the sum that shall be received on His Highness’s account. His 
Highness declares that during the period now agreed upon, of five years, he will 
not remove or dismiss any renters without the knowledge and consent of the 
Governor. His Highness also empowers -the Governor to regulate and receive 
all peshcush and all other revenues of the Carnatic. AUow/ince to be made 
only by the Governor for the amount of His Highness’s sunnuds for giving 
peshcush for one or two years granted before the second day of April last. All 
new sunnuds to polygars to be given by His Highness and not by the Governor. 
Such revenues to be regulated as not to be inferior to the nett receipts in similar 
circumstances. 

The Governor to pay one-sixth part also of such peshcush and other revenue 
to His Highness, the remainder to be placed to his credit, as in the case of the 
amount of rents. 

Lord Macartney will please to act conformably to this paper which is 
signed and sealed in duplicate, both by His Highness and the Governor, and 
reciprocally delivered to each other. 

Nabob’s signature. 
MACARTNEY. 


Madbas, 

The 8>nd Decettiber 1781. 
90S 
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A true copy from the original in English. 

J. HUDEESTON, 

Secretary. 


Copy of a letter from the Right Hon’blb Lokd Macartney to the Nabohj dated the 2nd 

December 1781. 

Mat IX pIjEASE Xotjs. Highness, — The sincere and steady friendship which 
has so long subsisted between Your Highness and the English nation cannot 
fail to be cemented by the fresh mark you hare this day given of your confi- 
dence in the Company in relation to the revenues of your country. A measure 
which promises to promote the connected interest of Your Highness and the 
Company in this present critical juncture must afford the highest satisfaction 
to me whose ambition in this country is to contribute as much as possible to so 
desirable a purpose. In making a suitable return to the trust reposed in me 
by Your Highness on this important occasion, I gratify my own sentiments and 
render myself acceptable to the Company as well as to my Sovereign, of whose 
friendship towards Your Highness you are well persuaded. His Majesty has 
given the most undoubted proof of his regard by ordering part of his forces to 
be employed towards expelling the invader from your dominions, notwith- 
standing the several enemies he has to encounter elsewhere. By this assistance 
from the King of Great Britain, by the Company’s exertions, and by Your 
Highness’s wise resolution to appropriate the greatest part of your revenue to 
defray the expenses of the war, I have the strongest hope that it will be termi- 
nated in a short time, and that Your Highness will be fully reinstated in your 
territories, power, and dignity. 

As the assignment Your Highness has made of your revenues is for the 
support of the war, those objects being accomplished Your Highness’s revenues 
■will be entirely at your own disposal, according to whatever future arrange- 
ment may be made between Your Highness and the Governor on behalf of 
the Company for the discharge of your debts, or the advantages of your 
subjects, as I had the honour to express to Your Highness in a former letter. 

Eort St. George, ■) 

The 2nd December 1781. S I have the honour to be. 

Your Highness’s most obedient and 
most humble servant, 

MACARTNEY. 


Eort William, the 8th January 1783. 

Ax A COTJNCIIi, PRESENT : 

The Hon’bIiB Warren Hastings, Governor-General, 
president. 

Eieutenant-Generaij Sir Etre Coote, Comm<mder-in- 
Chief. 

Edward Wheder, Esq. 

John MacPherson, Esq. 

John Stabxes, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of yesterday. 


Secret Dept., 
Wednesday. 


Upon the whole the Board are unanimously of opinion — 

1st. — ^That the Government of Eort St. George by the separate act of the 
Right Hon’ble lord Macartney, their President, and by the acts of the collect- 
ive body of the Select Committee, have broken the condition under which they 
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received ttie assignment granted to liord Macartney on 2nd December 1781s 
and wMch constituted its validity to the Company and obligation upon the 
Nabob. 

2nd . — That the necessity which they plead for even an avowed breach of 
the assignment did not exist, and even if it had existed would not justify the 
act. 

Srd . — That all acts done by Dord Macartney or by the Select Committee 
under the authority of the assignment after they had dispensed with the observ- 
ance of the condition under which it was granted are illegal. 

dth . — That the act of making appointments of aumildars or collectors of 
the revenue of the Carnatic in the name and with the public authority of Lord 
Macartney alone, and substituting his seal for that of the Sovereign of the 
Carnatic, was the usurpation of a sovereign power in the person of an indivi- 
dual unprecedented in any British Government, and not justifiable but by valid 
authority and evident necessity. 

5tTi . — That the assignment having been granted by the Nabob on the 
effect and performance of the 4th article of the agreement or treaty concluded 
by him with the Governor-General and Council on 2nd April 1781, and having 
■ been so declared by him, the breach of that assignment was virtually a breach 
of the treaty or agreement concluded with this Government, and every act 
done under the authority of the assignment so broken was a positive breach of 
the treaty or agreement being contrary to the express terms thereof. 

6th . — That Lord Macartney and the Select Committee, in asserting and 
publishing to the Oommander-in-Chief and to the Nabob that the measures by 
which they usurped the sovereign exercise of the powers of the Nabob’s oflS.ce 
were approved and directed by this Government, have been guilty of criminat- 
ing this Government with charges that would, if believed, have a dangerous 
effect upon our present negotiations for peace and alliance over India. 

7t'h . — That the Nabob having appealed to this Government against Lord 
Macartney for his infraction of the treaty and for the abuse of the assignment 
granted to His Lordship on the faith pledged by this Government for the 
observance of it, be undeniably entitled to such redress as the nature and 
degree of the offence requires, and it is in the power of this Government 
to grant. 

8th . — That the only redress suited to such a description is that he be 
freed from the duration of the injury which he actually sustains by a formal 
renunciation of the right assumed by Lord Macartney under the Nabob’s 
assignment, and the delegated powers of this Government, and by such a 
modification of the 8th article of the original treaty or agreement to which 
our claim on the Nabob for the appropriation of his revenues and his relative 
obligation to it necessarily revert on the breach and failure of the assignment 
of 2nd December 1781, which was also a modification of the same article of the 
treaty or agreement as shall be satisfactory to the Nabob and consonant to 
the reciprocal rights derived from it to the Nabob and to this Government on 
behalf of the Company, these being the original and only constituent parties of 
the treaty or agreement. 

9th . — ^That the Nabob Walla Jah having proposed such a modification as 
is described in the preceding opinion, it is therefore incumbent on this Govern- 
ment to accept it. 

That such an act of justice on the part of the Superior Government 
of the British establishment in India is independently of its obligation as such 
necessary to the retrieval of the national faith and to the preservation of the 
credit of the faith of this Government, both because of the universal notoriety 
of the acts which are construed, and of which the Nabob Walla Jah has com- 
plained as violation of it, and of their having originated from a treaty con- 
cluded by this Government itself, and because of the declarations made by the 
President and Select Committee of Port St. George imputing those acts to the 
direction and approbation of this Government. 
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11th . — That this act of justice, indepeudently of its obligation as such, is 
connected with advantages greater than those which were obtained by the 
assignment of 2nd December 1781. 

Upon these grounds it is therefore — 

1st . — Resolved that we do hereby formally renounce all the rights and 
powers granted to Lord Macartney under the assignment of the Nabob Walla 
Jah and the delegated powers of this Government, and that by the 
powers and authorities vested in this Government by the Act of the 13th year 
of His present Majesty, and by the special power and authority granted to us 
by the Court of Directors, we do require the President and Select Committee of 
Port St. George to render hack to the Nabob Walla Jah the said assignment, 
together with the full charge and administi'aiion of the revenues, and of the 
sovereignty of the Carnatic in as full and complete a manner as he did or 
could exercise the same before the conclusion of this agreement with this 
Government on 2nd April 1781, or as he can exercise the same now that they 
do command and compel their aumils to deliver over their respective charges 
of the revenues to such aumils as shall be appointed by the Nabob, or to retain 
their trust under his sole authority if he shall choose to confirm them therein, 
and that they do withdraw every power and authority which they have dele- 
gated in the Carnatic in virtue of the said assignment. 

2nd . — As the Nabob Walla Jah, in his letter to the Governor- General, has 
requested that the assignment which he made to Lord Macartney of the 
revenues of the Carnatic may be restored to him, offering to bind himself to 
the condition of advancing to the Company for the charges of the war five- 
sixths of the collection with the reservation stipulated by the original treaty or 
agreement concluded with this Goveimment on 2nd April 1781, of one-sixth 
for his necessary expenses ; and as his Minister, Syed Assun Oawn, in a memorial 
dated 26th November last, has further engaged on the same condition in the 
name of the Nabob to furnish supplies of ready money, grain, and cattle to the 
same amount and quantity as those which have been received from his country 
during the administration of Lord Macartney, with an addition of one- third of 
each for the same given to me, and to give soucar security for the money, and 
that fi‘om the day on which the enemy shall evacuate the Carnatic, the Nabob 
shall regularly pay by stipulated kists to the Company twelve lacks of pagodas 
per annum, seven lacks to be appropriated to the Company’s use, and five lacks 
to be by them, paid to his creditors. 

Resolved that these offers be accepted in lieu of the Nabob’s original 
stipulation contained in the 18th article of the treaty or agreement of 2nd 
April 1781, and that Syed Assun Cawn be required to engage on the behalf of 
the Nabob for the performance of the same by a formal deed executed to that 
effect. 

3rd . — That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the President aud 
Council of Port St. George for their information and guidance, together with a 
copy of the deed which shall be executed by Syed Assun Cawn according to 
the terms of the second resolution ; and that they be instructed to call upon the 
Nabob for the performance of the conditions stipulated therein, with an express 
caution that they do not consider these acts as dependent on each other, nor 
suspend the execution of those contained in the first resolution for the perform- 
ance of any of the conditions of the new deed executed by Syed Assun Cawn, 
but that the first of these acts be eai*ried into immediate execution as a retri- 
bution of justice due to the Nabob in which the latter has no concern. 

4th . — That as the powers with which we have already invested our agent, 
Mr. Richard Joseph Sulivan, for the due observance of the engagements which 
have been or may be immediately concluded on the part of this Government 
with the Nabob Walla Jah, are at this time and for the present occasion pecu- 
liarly necessary, he be directed to return forthwith to the Carnatic with the 
same instructions as were before given to him as our minister and representa- 
tive at the Darbar of the Nabob Walla Jah, and that the Secretary be directed 
to "furnish him with copies of such papers as he shall require and shall have 
relation to his appointment. 

20 JB'. D. 
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Secret Dept. Dort William, the 13th January 1783. 

At a COTTNCIIi, PEESENT : 

The Hon’blb Waeeen Hastings, Governor- General, 
"President. 

DiETJTBNANT-GENBEAii SiE Hteb Coote, Commander-in- 
Chief. 

Edwaed Whblee, Esq. 

John MacPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of 10th instant. 

Syed Assun Oawn, attending, is admitted, and in the presence of the Board 
executes the following engagement in hehalf of the Nahoh Walla Jah : — 


Copy of the engagement executed by Sved Asstrir Cawn on the part of the Nabob Walla Jah* 

The Hon’ble the Govern or- General and Council of Bengal having released 
His Highness the Nabob Walla Jah, &o., &c., &o., from the performance of 
the mode prescribed in the 8th Article of the treaty or agreement of Fort 
William, of 2nd April 1781, for the collection and appropriation of the revenues 
of the Carnatic during the continuance of the war in the Carnatic, and having 
in lieu thereof accepted of certain propositions made by me, his Vakil, Muke- 
Inch, or special minister, whom he has invested with full power, I do by these 
presents in his name and on his behalf bind the Nabob Walla Jah to the 
punctual observance of the following stipulations : — 

Firstly . — That he shall advance to the Company for the charges of the 
war five-sixths of the collections of the Carnatic with the reservation stipulated 
by the original treaty or agreement concluded with the Governor-General and 
Council of Bengal, on the 2nd April 1781, of one-sixth for his own necessary 
expences. Further, that he shall furnish supplies of ready money, grain, and 
cattle to the same amount and quantity as those which have been received 
from his country during the administration of Eord Macartney with an addition 
of one-third of each for the same given time, and that he shall give soucar 
security for the money. 

0 

Secondly . — That from the day on which the enemy shall evacuate the 
Carnatic the Nabob shall regularly pay by stipulated kists to the Company 
twelve lacks of pagodas per annum, six lacks to be appropriated to the Com- 
pany’s use until their debt shall be discharged, and five lacks to be by them 
paid to the creditors in account agreeably to the list of bonds which shall be 
lodged with the Governor-General and Council of Bengal and with the Presi- 
dent and Council of Fort St. George. 

Thirdly and lastly . — I do hereby stipulate and agree in the name and on 
the behalf of the Nabob Walla Jah that in case of failure in any of the stipu- 
lations thus made by me, the Nabob Walla Jah shall submit the collection and 
appropriation of the revenues of the Carnatic for the purposes of discharging- 
his public and his private debts to such mode or modes of arrangement as the 
Court of Directors or the Governor-General and Council of Bengal shall direct. 

Dated in Calcutta, 9th Suflfur 1197 of the Hajira, or 13th January 1783. 


Sealed and delivered in presence of the Hon’ble the 
Governor-General and Council, 13th January 1783. 


T. P. AUB/IOD, Secretary. 



912 



Secret Dept. 


7 

Port William, the 27tli January 1783. 

At a COUNCIlj, PB.ESENT : 

The Hon’ble Warken Hastik&s, Governor- General, 
President. 

Dibtjtenant-Genekal Sib Etbe Coote. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John MacPhprson, Esq. 

John Stardes, Esq. 

B>eEd. and approved tbe Proceedings of the 2Srd instant. 


Deceived overland and opened packets from the Secret Committee of the 
Hon’ble the Court of Directors, under dates 30th April, 11th and 12th July. 

The following letters having been communicated individually to the 
Members of the Board at their request. Sir Eyre Coote delivers in a copy to be 
recorded in this place. 


CIRCULAR. 

To — Sir Eteb Coote, K.B. 

Sir, — It is with the greatest satisfaction that I take the earliest opportu- 
nity of transmitting to you the inclosed gazette, which contains the particulars 
of a complete victory obtained, on the 12th of last month, by His Majesty’s 
fleet commanded by Sir George Bridges Rodney over the French fleet com- 
manded by the Count de Grasse, and the Count taken prisoner. I most 
heartily congratulate you upon an event so glorious to His Majesty’s arms, and 
which is likely to be attended with consequences the most beneficial to the 
kingdom in general. 

I am, &c., 
SHELBURNE. 

Whitehall, \ 

The 18th May 1782. y 

A true copy, 

W. TIERNEY, Surgeon. 


To — S ir Eyre Coote, K.B. 

Sir, — Colonel Crawford brought me on the 4th ultimo your letter of 20th 
January, containing several inclosures and a narrative of military operations 
and other transactions which have been carried on under your command. I 
have had the honour of laying the whole before the King, and had much satis- 
faction in receiving His Majesty’s commands to signify to you his approbation 
of your conduct, and of the great exertions you have so successfully made 
under the most complicated difi&culties. It is truly to be regretted that after 
a constant train of victories you could not push your advantage over the 
enemy to more complete decision for the want of provisions, an obstacle which, 
I fear, in the present condition of that country, will continue to operate against 
the progress of the British arms, unless very considerable supplies shall be con- 
stantly furaished from Bengal. In this view it must he of the utmost conse- 
quence to keep the communication between that Presidency and the Coast open 
and free, and I have expressed very strongly, in a letter to Sir Edward Hughes, 
my anxiety respecting this object, on which I conceive, not only the success of 
our army, but their very existence depends. I trust indeed that no designs of 
an European enemy will have taken effect before the Admiral shall be strength- 
ened with such reinforcement as may enable him completely to counteract them. 
I inclpse for your information a precis of all the intelligence we are possessed, of 

913 



8 


in regard to the equipments made in any of the ports of France, Spain, or 
Holland, and which have sailed or are supposed to be destined for the Fast 
Indies. There can be no doubt of the intentions of France to direct a very 
considerable force against our possessions in the East, and it is evident by the 
deputation of M. Bussy, at so advanced an age, that her plan is deeply laid, 
and that she looks to an alliance with some of the great country powers in 
India, particularly the Nizam. The immediate mischief which must ensue 
therefrom to our affairs, and particularly the danger to which the Northern 
Oircars will be exposed, are matters of very serious importance, and when I 
consider the whole face of India, and see nothing but enemies on all sides of 
the several British Governments, I cannot too much appi’ove any proper steps 
which have been taken, or encourage the adoption of every rational plan iu 
order to conciliate the minds of the native princes, and to break the very alarm- 
ing league which they appear to have made against us. A peace with the 
Mahrattas is certainly an object deserving most immediate and constant atten- 
tion, and the frequent representations you make of the necessity of that event 
only tend to confirm the idea I had before entertained of the state of hostilities 
with that people. 

I cannot but feel great additional anxiety for the accomplishment of this 
object when I consider the circumstances of the revenues of each Presidency, 
and particularly the distress which you describe in your letters to the Select 
Committee for want of money to pay the large arrears due to the troops. Jlis 
Majesty’s Ministers esteem these matters to be of such magnitude and concern 
to the interests of these kingdoms, as well as of the Company, that they intend 
to proceed very soon to a full consideration of these affairs, and will seek to 
provide the best remedy that can be afforded to the mischief which might ensue 
from an increase of the disorder. 


I should write still more at large to you on this subject by the present 
opportunity but that you have given me too much reason to suppose that yon 
may be on your return home before this letter will reach India. I am very 
sincerely concerned to find that you have taken this resolution, and much more 
that your state of health should have obliged you to do it. The King has been 
pleased to command me to signify to you the high sense His Majesty enter- 
tains of the zeal and ardour with which you devoted yourself at so critical a 
period to the dangerous and difficult service which required your presence at 
the head of the army in the Carnatic, and to which is to be attributed the 
retrieval of affairs in those parts, as far as it was possible to effect it by the 
weak means with which you were furnished. His Majesty placed the firmest 
reliance on the further success of your operations, guided by that judicious 
and resolute perseverance which had surmounted such extraordinary difficulties 
and the necessity you have now found yourself under to leave the work un- 
finished has, of course, occasioned a sense of disappointment proportioned to the 
confidence you had inspired. 


I sincerely hope that your health may be speedily re-established, and it is 
impossible not to add a wish that you may have found yourself suffieientlv 
^covered to induce you to continue in your command. It is at the same time 
ms Majesty s pleasure that Sir Hector Munro, General Steuart, and all the 
officers and men wlio have so greatly distinguished themselves by their en- 
deavours to act in a manner worthy the example you set them should be in- 
formed of His Majesty s perfect approbation of their good conduct His 
Majesty receives with satisfaction your recommendation to bestow a reward on 
any instance of particular merit, and I am therefore commanded to sio-nifv to 
jon that Eieutenant-Colonel Owen is advanced. to the rank of Cofonel bv 
brevet in the East Indies, according to your desire. ^ 

The Hussar whose unexampled bravery has been particularly remarked by 
you is perfectly entitled to, and may be assured of the allowance of £^0 ner 
annum for his life. 


Tv/r • respect to the booty and plunder taken at Negapatam, I have His 

Majesty s commands to signify his pleasure that they should be distributed 
agreeably to the opinions of the .field officer transmitted by General Steuart to 
you ou the 81st December 1781, reserving the pubHo stori whTeh areTitM 
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in the Company by virtue of the Articles of War made in pursuance of the 
Mutiny Act for India, and I am informed by a letter from the Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman of the East India Company that the Court of Directors are 
of the same opinion. 

The recall of Sir Hector Munro from his station in the Company’s service, 
which must have occasioned his departure from India before the arrival of this 
despatch, makes it useless for me to answer his letters from Negapatam, except 
by signifying the King’s pleasure that you, or the Commander-in-Chief for the 
time being, should notify to the officers and men employed in the siege of that 
place His Majesty’s approbation of their behaviour upon that service. 


WhITEHAIiIj, 

The 6th July 1783, 


] 


I am, &c., 
SHELBURNE. 


CIRCULAR. 

To — SiK Eyee Coote, K.B. 

SrR, — The King having been graciously pleased to appoint me to succeed 
the Earl of Shelburne, as one of His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, 
and to commit to my care the despatch of such business as relates to the East 
Indies, I take the earliest opportunity of acquainting you therewith. 

It will give me great satisfaction to be able to fulfil His Majesty’s gracious 
intentions in this appointment, and it is His Majesty’s pleasure that yoxir 
despatches should for the future be addressed to me. I shall not fail to lay 
them immediately before the Bang, and to transmit to you such orders as His 
Majesty shall think fit to give thereupon. 

I am with great truth and, &o., 
THOMAS TOWNSHEND. . 

WHITEHAIiL, \ 

The 10th July 1788. j 


Eort Wmiatn, the 10th February 1783. 

At a CoTTurcaii, present : 

The Hon’bIjE Warren HastinGtS, Governor ’, General ^ 
president. 

Libittenant-GeneraIj Sir Eyre Coote, Oommander-in- 
Chief. 

Edward Whbder, Esq. 

John MaoPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq- 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 3rd instant. 


Translation of a letter from Seenevas Row to Me. Thomas Geaham, dated Madras, the 18th 

January 1783. 

The boil on Hyder’s back gave him the most excruciating pain and grow- 
ino* every day considerably larger, he marched from Mahi Mundle^ and encamp- 
ed” near Chittoor, and on account of the very precarious and ill-state of his 
health wrote a letter to his son, Tippoo, who had moved towards Coimbatore, 
desiring his speedy return. Tippoo, upon the receipt of his father’s letter, 
immediately set csff alone and arrived at Casoor. In this interval the boil on 

20F. D. 
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Hyder’s back grew to so large a size and became so painful as to cause his 
death on the 2nd of Muharram 1197j year Hijri. 

Abu Muhammad Ohaubdar instantly wrote Tippoo an account of his 
father Hyder All y Oawn’s death, and that his corpse was on the way to Collar. 
Tippoo on hearing this proceeded himself to Collar and remained there fifteen 
days performing all the rites and ceremonies proper on such occasions, and 
gave away five lacks of rupees among the fakirs, &c. He afterwards wrote 
letters to all his killadars, aumildars, &o., and having settled affairs in that 
quarter departed and arrived in camp the 25th Muharram. 

Abu Muhammad, until the arrival of Tippoo, had kept secret the death of 
Hyder and had issued all orders, &o., in camp the same as if Hyder had been 
alive, and had in this manner transacted all business in camp for five and twenty 
days. 

When Tippoo arrived he assembled his army and all the principal people 
and presented himself before them, then seating himself upon the musnud 
announced to the whole assembly the death of his father. He comforted and 
consoled them for his loss and they in return presented their nazars to Tippoo, 
then and not till then was it publicly known that Hyder was dead. 

When the assembly broke up Abu Muhammad took Tippoo aside to a 
private place, and there informed him what his father had said to him and the 
advice that Hyder had given to Tippoo concerning his future conduct. Tippoo 
had found, when he was employed in paying the last rites to his father’s body, 
a small scrap of paper with writing on it, wrapt up in one corner of Hyder’s tur- 
ban which he read : it contained the following words — “ I have gained nothing 
by the war with the English, but am now alas ! no longer alive. If you, 
through fear of disturbances in your own kingdom, repair thither without 
having previously concluded peace with the English, they will certainly follow 
you and carry the war into your country. On -this account, therefore, it is 
better first to make peace on whatever terms you can procure, and then go to 
your own country. There was some time ago a person by name Srenevas Row, 
who came to confer with me from the part of the General. Ho you by means 
of him establish this channel of intercourse.” He had mentioned he said all 
this advice to Abu Muhammad, and had likewise written down the places 
where his treasures and other valuables were deposited. Tippoo read this 
paper and kept it by him ; when Abu Muhammad took him aside to a pi'ivate 
place Tippoo shewed him the paper. Abu Muhammad then informed Tippoo 
of all that had passed at the conference I held in Hyder’s camp, with which 
Tippoo was wonderfully pleased. 

I received all this intelligence from Abu Muhammad who sent a person of 
trust and rank to inform me of it. Upon considering and well weighing the 
business, I did not think it would be proper to drop the chain of our former 
intercourse, and in this idea wrote to Tippoo as follows — “ When the General 
heard in Bengal of your father’s death he said that Hyder was a great Sardar, 
and, that there was not among the natives of India so great and renowned a 
soldier ; it would have been well had he Lived a little longer ; in this planner did 
the General speak of your father.” I likewise wrote, as from myself and of 
my own accord — " Your father was a great prince, he fed and supported 
millions of people ; it would have been happy had you remained longer under 
the shadow of his protection, but such was the will of God. You, however, by 
God’s blessing are worthy, for, during your father's life, you had your part in 
all affairs relative to the army and in all his counsels, so that you are now not 
a beginner but well versed in all matters of business, and will, no doubt, accom- 
plish with great wisdom and prudence whatever is now to be done, ” and other 
words to this effect. I sent also a letter to Abu Muhammad and one to Mu- 
hammad Osman. I expect an answer to-day or tomorrow ; when it arrives you 
shall be acquainted with the contents. 

Tippoo had great friendship towards Abu Muhammad and consents to 
whatever he proposes. All business is carried on by him. Tippoo tells Abu 
Muhammad that his present good fortune is owing to him. 

Tippoo having collected his whole army marched from Ohittoor, remained 
ten days at Ohuckramatoor, a place near Arcot, and intends now to encamp 
near Mujlewak. 
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After the death of Hydei’ the French at Cuddalore, having left in the place 
200 men as a garrison, with the remainder marched towards Jingee, with all 
their military stores and provisions, and encamped near Futtehpet. Three of 
the principal people among them went to Tippoo, who said everything he could 
by way of comfort and told them that a peace must be concluded with the 
Engl^h. They answered that they had not a desire to be at peace with the 
English, that by God’s blessing their ships would soon arrive, and that they 
did not think it so very diflacult a task to beat the English. Tippoo answered 
you have for this year past said that your ships would soon arrive. They have 
not, however, yet made their appearance. You held the same language to my 
father, on which account peace with the English has been delayed. Other- 
wise ere this everything would have been settled and I should have been in 
my own country. W ith reliance on your promises crores of rupees have been 
expended, and you likewise have consumed lacks. Your promises are neverthe- 
less still the same as the first day. 

Tippoo wishes much for peace and says if there was any person to make 
peace with peace would take place. He says all that his father performed 
goes for nothing in his account. He must therefore begin afresh, and after 
having fought three or four battles and shown his own weight and consequence 
he will make peace. 

He has collected a large quantity of military stores, has settled everything, 
and keeps his army in better order even than his father. He pays his troops 
regularly every month, and besides often makes presents to them. By this 
means he is beloved by the sepoys and they ai’e contented. 

There are about 4,000 flying hoi'se in the environs of Madras, who are 
continually disturbing the neighbourhood and hover about the suburbs, driving 
away all the cattle they find. There is no one here to prevent them and 
scarcity reigns throughout. 

Tippoo has received a letter from Nana Earnavis at Poona to the following 
effect — " What signifies the death of Hyder do you make yourself easy in that 
score.” Tippoo was much pleased with its contents and having sent for the 
Nana’s vakils, who were then in his camp, presented them with clothes, jewels, 
and money. He every day by them writes to Poona, and corresponds himself 
by letter, besides which it is said that money has been sent to Poona to defray 
the expenses of the Harbar. I shall enquire particularly about this, . and let 
you know. Tippoo has made the mutseddies and others perfectly happy and 
satisfied. 

Abu Muhammad is at present Tippoo’s favourite and adviser. He desired 
me to make his respectful compliments to the General and you. 

Nursing Bay, having taken Tripetty and left a garrison there, went to 
besiege the fort of Ohandragiri, where after a skirmish with the inhabitants 
he took possession of the pittahs and had invested the fort itself. In this 
moment Eogo Atcharry desired Nursing Bay to desist. Nursing Bay said that 
he acted by the General’s orders. Bogo Atcharry replied the Company’s order 
is necessary, upon which Nursing Bay returned to Tripetty. Meehraz is not 
upon good terms with Nursing Bay. Nursing Bay Sacheet, who is stationed 
here to represent matters, has been disgraced by the committee .and driven 
away. The gomastah of Srenewas Atcharry is now aumildar of Tripetty. 

Haliburton tells aumildars and others that the General is going to England, 
and that the Nabob’s affairs are declining, and therefore need give themselves 
no uneasiness. 

General Stuart with the whole army moved on the 14th January from the 
Mount and encamped near Vellant. 

The Governor and Haliburton sent for Bogaram Pundit, and told him to 
accompany the army. They said General Stuart is desired to give you two 
companies of sepoys, do you keep them with you to settle your affairs. They 
said we have much business for you, make yourself therefore perfectly easy. 
Bagoram Pundit is accordingly gone with the army. 

A true translation, 
THOMAS GBAHAM, 

Tersian Interpreter to the Oommander-in- Chief. 

Governuieut of ludLia Ceatral Printinjr OflSce. — No. 20 F, D, — 23-5.89. — 6 00, 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 3rd March to 28th April 

1783. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 3rd March 1783. 

Monday. At a CoijnciIi, present: 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, &mernor‘ General, Fresident. 
Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Coote, Commander-in- Chief. 
Edward Whblee, Esq. 

John MacPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Head and approved the Proceedings o£ the 37th ultimo. 


Agreed that the following letter be written to Mr. Bristow 

giBj — shall in. this reply separately to yonr letter of the 30th December 
enclosing your instructions to Major Palmer of the 23rd of that month. 

’We approve of the choice which you have advised the Vizier to mahe of 
Major Palmer to conduct the negociation with Eyzulla Cawn, but we think 
that the instructions you have given him are not sufiELciently explicit, and we 
take particular notice of one clause in them which we fear will defeat it 
altogether. We allude to the following heads : — 

On your arrival at Eampore you will be able to form a more correct 
judgment of the probability of the success of your negooiations, and as the 
Vizier reposes entire confidence in your integrity and abilities he authorises 
you to suspend the communication of his commands to Eyzulla Cawn if you 
should find they were likely to be discharged. 

Tour failing would throw a slight upon the Vizier’s dignity and authority, 
and in case of resistance it would be necessary to be informed of the pleasure 
of the Hon’ble the Governor- General and Councfi with regard to enforcing 
these measures. To know whether Eyzulla Oawn is likely to disobey the com- 
mands of the Vizier, Major Palmer must first make those commands known to 
him which is in effect to make the communication which Major Palmer is 
instructed to suspend in the case supposed of a likelihood of their being dis- 
obeyed. We shall adopt the sentiments but vary the mode of its apphcation. 

We shall now proceed to specify in distinct articles the points which we 
wish to have obtained and which we conclude from the gener^ tenor of the 
instructions which you have given to Major Palmer to be conformable to the 
wishes of the Nabob Vizier. 

Ist . — To convert the stipulation for a body of five thousand horse and foot 
into a fixed subsidy. 

It was certainly understood at the time that the treaty was conduded of 
which this stipulation was a part, that it applied solely to (^valry, as the Nabob 
Vizier possessing the service of our forces, could not possibly reqmre infantry , 
and least of all such infantry as Eyzulla Cawn could furnish, and a single horse- 
man included in the aid which Eyzulla Cawn might furmsh would pove a 
literal compliance with the stipulation. The number therefore ofhorse implied 
by it ought at least to be ascertained. We will suppose five thousand, and, 
allowing the exigency for their attendance to exist only m the proportion of 
ai P. D. 
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one year in five, reduce the demand to one thousand for the computation of the 
subsidy, which, at the rate of fifty rupees per man, will amount to fifty 
thousand per mensem. This may serve for the basis of this article in the 
negociation upon it, but in the conclusion of it we must trust to the discretion 
and integrity of Major Palmer. 

If Pyzulla Oawn shall refuse to treat for a subsidy, and claim the benefit 
of his original agreement in its literal expression, he possesses a right which we 
cannot dispute, and it will in that case remain only to fix the precise number 
of horse which he shall furnish, which ought at least to exceed 2,600. This 
also must be left for discretional adjustment. 

Sndly . — To demand the surrender of all the rayats of the Nabob Vizier’s 
dominions to whom Pyzulla has given protection and service, or an annual tribute 
in compensation for the loss sustained by the Nabob Vizier in his revenues thus 
transferred to Pyzulla Oawn. His encouragement of the defection of the subjects 
of his sovereign lord, and his acceptance of their allegiance is contrary to the 
most ancient and fundamental laws of the constitution of Hindustan, and a 
crime against the Nabob Vizier, his sovereign. You have stated the increase of 
his jaghir occasioned by this act at the moderate sum of fifteen lakhs. The 
tribute ought at least to be one-third of the amount. 

Srdly. — We conceive that Pyzulla Cawn himself may be disposed to yield to 
the preceding demand on the additional condition of being allowed to hold his 
lands in TJltanagan instead of his present tenure by jaghir. This we think 
the Vizier can have no objection to grant, and we recommend it. But for 
this a fine or peshoush ought to be immediately paid in the customary propor- 
tion of the jumma estimated at 30 lacks. 


We are. Sir, 

Your most obedient servants. 


Port William, 
The 23rd January 1783 



Secret Dept., Port William, the 10th March 1783. 

Monday. At a Council, present : 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ President. 
Bibutenant-General Sir Eyre Ooote, Commander-in- Chief. 
Edward Whbler, Esq. 

John MacPherson, Esq, 

John Stables, Esq. 

Bead and approved tbe Proceedings of the Bth instant. 


To. — The Hon^blb Wabkbn Hastings, Governor-General, &c., &c.. Port William. 

Hear Sir, — I have the honour to inform you that the treaty betwixt the 
English Governor and the Mahratta State was this day completely and finally 
ratified. In the morning Mahadajee Scindia attended with all his principal 
oflcers, did me the honor to pay me a long visit as a public demonstration of 
his friendship towards the Ebglish Government, after which we proceeded to 
his tent, where, in the presence of a very numerous assembly, the ratified treaties 
were formally interchanged, the one under the seal of the Peishwa, and the 
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signature of Nanah Phurnovees being deKvered to me, and the other under 
the seal of the Company and the signature of the Hon’ble Board to Mahadajee 
Scindia. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, with the utmost respect, 

Dea.e Sir, 

Your most faithful and obedient humble servant, 

Scinma’s Camp near Gwalior, \ D. ANDEBSON. 

The 20th February 1788. S 


Ordered that all the ^ns of the garrison be fired tomorrow morning in 
commemoration of the ratification of the Mahratta Treaty, and that salutes be 
likewise fired at every station of the army. 


Ordered that a letter be immediately written and despatched overland 
to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, in triplicate, to be sent open to Mr. 
Anderson, for the addition of any fresh occurrences, and then to the Chief of 
Surat to be forwarded by way of Bussorah. 


Port William, the 11th March 1783. 

At a CoTTNCHi, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, Fresident. 
Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Coote, Commander-in- Chief . 
Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John Macpherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

{Read and approved the Proceedings of yesterday. 


Resolved that the following reply he written to the President and Select Committee of 
Fort St. George ; — 

<po— .The Right Hon’bijII Lord Macartney, President, and Governor, and Select Com- 
mittee of Fort St. George. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, — In your letter of the 18th Eebruary some 
points ^e stated which demand immediate reply : — 

You “ desire our consent and approbation of a treaty to. be concluded by 
you with Tippoo Saheb, on the terms of that which has been made respecting 
his father, with the Mahrattas, and you request that we communicate to you 
our sentiments on the propriety of your waiving so much of the clause relative 
to his immediate and entire evacuation of the Carnatic as may relate to the 
small posts and districts of Puducota and Holepady, or other small posts 
and districts of little value or importance, but convenient to and bordering 
upon the dominions of Tippoo Saheb, in case a treaty could not otherwise be 
concluded with him.” 

If you had not been pleased in the same letter to inform us of your having 
invested a native servant from Tanjore with written instructions to solicit a 
communication with any of Tippoo’s agents we should have supposed, from 
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your preceding request for full and special powers to conclude a peace witli 
Tippoo, that he had secretly solicited you for peace, and that he was ready to 
break off all connection with our natural enemies and to evacuate the Carnatic, 
if we assented to his retaining some small post in that country upon the con- 
fines of his dominions. 

Xour anxiety to obtain peace is laudable, and upon this point our wishes 
must be united, however we may differ about the most successful means for 
obtaining so desirable an object. 

Your former applications to this Government for power to negociate 
were urgent, but we saw, and candidly told you, that every advance that you 
made to solicit peace from Hyder would only tend to encourage him in his views 
upon the absolute reduction of the Carnatic ; as early as December 1781 we 
pointed out to you the proper steps for inducing Hyder to negociate. If we 
were well founded in those ideas any special powers that might be then granted 
to you to negociate with the invader of the Carnatic could only be powers to 
surrender the country, or those parts of it of which Hyder wished an acknow- 
ledged possession and which in his possession might be said to command the 
whole. With the leaders of the h’rench invasion there could be no negociation 
on your part. We accordingly informed you, in reply to your request for instruc- 
tions to negociate in September last, that Hyder Ally, with the aid of his 
new allies, and through our misfortunes, should press you to a situation of im- 
minent necessity, that necessity and your own judgment must at once deter- 
mine your last refuge and dictate your instructions. 

Under a different aspect of affairs you again call upon us for instructions 
and you communicate to us, after various deductions of reasoning, the expedient 
you have adopted for opening a negociation with Tippoo. 

After having lost the most favourable occasion that could he wished for 
expelling the Mysoreans out of the Carnatic, and even preventing Hyder*s son 
from , succeeding to any considerable part of the power of his father, you now 
request to be invested with powers to acknowledge Tippoo as the representative 
of Hyder, and to yield to him w'hatever his father in all his power amidst all 
our distresses was subjected to resign by the treaty which we had concluded 
with the Mahrattas. 

It avails the interests of Great Britain in India but little that your President, 
in a long minute on the 11th of Pebruary last, appears sensible of the happy 
opportunity which has been lost for the recovery of the Carnatic, and the 
expulsion of our natural enemies ; records of laborious altercation, stinging in- 
vective and mutual complaint are no satisfaction to the public in compensa- 
tion for a neglect that may cost millions, and upon a field where immense sums 
had been expended to maintain our footing. 

Uninformed of what General Stuart may have to produce in his own vin- 
dication against such heavy accusations, our regret is not lessened for the 
public misfortune, nor can we prevent ourselves from lamenting that the charge, 
if well founded, should fall upon an officer whom you have invested with the 
command of the army and the whole conduct of your military operations. 

It would be very painful to our feelings to give you our real sentiments 
on the propriety as well as policy of the steps you have taken to solicit peace 
from Tippoo. It appears no less humiliating than an inauspicious measure to 
us that the representatives of the India Company should in solemn Council 
' vest a servant of the Raja of Tanjore with written instructions to go to Conje- 
veram, upon a pretended purpose, to meet some friend who might have access 
to Tippoo, and that your Minister, thus introduced into the presence of the 
invader, should be directed to beg his commiseration to our people who are 
prisoners in his hands, should begin to give him advice to follow the example 
of his father in not forming any close connection with the French, and should 
be then authorised to say that upon the same principles “ that the Company 
agreed to the Mahratta. Treaty without requiring indemnification for their 
expense, so Tippoo might immediately avail himself of peace without paying the 
expenses of the war.” Indeed we cannot but express our surprise that such 
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representations should receive your written sanction, and that after having 
taken such measures you should ask us for powers to conclude a treaty which 
would In essential points be contrary to the Mahratta Treaty then concluded, 
and of whose final ratification we gave you the firmest hope. 

We request you to consider for a moment the use to which M. Bussy 
might turn your instructions to the Tanjore Vakeel, if Tippoo Saheb made 
them known to him, which would probably be the case. 

As to the effect which those instructions might have produced at Poona, 
we are now very fortunately guarded against it ; in a former letter we informed 
you of ^ the final ratification and interchange of the Mahratta Treaty, 
and which constitutes the peace with Tippoo Sahib, on the only footing 
on which we are now at liberty to accede to it, especially as by a letter 
from Mr. Anderson, dated * * * * are informed that Mahadajee Seindia 

and he were preparing to concert measures for carrying the spirit of the treaty 
into execution, and the former had actually written to Tippoo Saheb requiring 
his conformity to it. If Tippoo acquiesces it will leave our natural enemies 
without aid, the most desirable object that remains for Great Britain in India. 
When the spirit of that article went to the absolute recovery of the Carnatic 
from Hyder with the liberty of our people who are prisoners in his hands, and 
when all that was granted in return was the country that had been taken 
from the Mahrattas, we leave you to refiect upon the fairness as well as 
policy of your declaration through the agent of Tanjore. 

Tou will carefully avoid any infraction of the article which relates to the 
Carnatic. Sir Eyre Coote will bring you any further instructions we may have to 
send upon this subject. We are sorry to be obliged to add that whether we look 
to the service of the field, or even the success of your negociations upon the 
Coast, we must now place our chief hopes in his presence there at the head of 
the army. In the mean time we avoid taking any notice of your arguments for 
the destruction of Negapatam ; we wish the event to prove the superior solidity 
of your reasoning ; we suppose that from the proposal of your President our 
army has likewise effected the destruction of Wandewash and Carangooly. 


Port William, 

The nth March 1783. 


We are, &C .9 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 16th March 1783. 

Saturday. Ax a Coitnoil, pbbsrnx: 

The Hon*blb Wabben Hasxings, Oovernor-General, President. 
Lieuxenanx-Gekbbal Sib Etbe Cooib, Commander-in- Ghief. 
Edward Whelbe* Esq. 

John MaoPhebson, Esq. 

John Siables, Esq. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings of the Jlth instant. 


The G overnor-General lays before the Board the following letters which he has received 
from Ms. Anderson 


27th February 1783. 


Hon’ble Sib, — Although you are already generally informed of the rati- 
fication of the treaty betwixt the English Government and Mahratta State, 
ax F, D, 
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yet as every circumstance relative to that important transaction, however 
minute, will doubtless be interesting to you, I shall now beg leave to lay before 
you a more particular detail of my late proceedings, in which I shall touch on 
those matters that have already been communicated to you only so far as the 
repetition of them may be necessary for the sake of connecting and rendering 
the whole subject more clear and perspicuous. 

Por a considerable time previous to the ratification the reiterated delays 
which I experienced threw me into much perplexity and gave me no small 
degree of anxiety, and they were the more extraordinary and unaccountable as 
no subject of difference apparently remained betwixt Scindia and me. Bow 
Buoksey paid me several visits, which, as nothing material was urged, seemed 
more calculated to amuse me than to forward the business of the treaty. Xet 
I remarked that he seldom left me without introducing in some way or other 
the subject of Hagonath Row. And at one time he desired me to compose the 
draft of the letters which I intended to write to him. My answers regard- 
ing Ragonath Row were inv^iably the same, and I generally declined to impede 
the business of the ratification by the previous decision of drafts of letters or 
any matters which were not to take place till afterwards. If he had any 
motive for thus mentioning Ragonath Row, he knew too well the punctilious 
and inflexible resolution I had formed to venture either to express his wishes 
more pointedly or to express any dissatisfaction with my answers ; he always 
left me with an appearance of satisfaction as if nothing was wanting but the 
form of exchanging the ratifications and he always returned with new pretences 
of delay. 

In this period of embarrassment it was my endeavour to suppress every 
mark of impatience or anxiety. I contented myself with representing in as 
calm a manner as possible the dangers of delay, which, if carried to too great 
a length, might prove fatal to the business which Scindia and I had long labour- 
ed to effect, and had brought so near a conclusion — an event which in the 
present state of affairs appeared infinitely more to be apprehended by the 
Mahrattas than by us. 

At length, after an interval of a few days. Bow Bucksey paid me a visit 
on the 22nd, and with an apparent satisfaction in his countenance entered into 
a long detail. He said that some differences had arisen which had made him 
almost ashamed to see me, but that everything was at last happily obviated. He 
remarked on the delicate situation in which his master had been placed, as the 
mediator betwixt us and the Peishwa obliged him to consult the dispositions 
and inclinations of both parties, a situation in itself naturally diflBcult, and in 
the present ease rendered more so from the circumstances of the youth of the 
Peishwa, who was incapable of acting and judging for himself, and whose 
affairs were therefore under the management of Ministers not firmly united 
among themselves, and differing in their dispositions and political views ; that 
Nizarn Ally and Mahadajee, from whatever cause, had long been averse to the final 
ratification of the late agreement and had been indefatigble in their endeavours 
to frustrate it ; that unluckily his own absence from Poona, and the jealousy 
of Hurry Punt and Tukojee Holkar, had long rendered their endeavours in 
that quarter but too successful, and had their endeavours met with the smallest 
encouragement from you their ends would have been too fully effected, but 
fortunately the firmness with which you had acted in rejecting their applica- 
tion, and in pursuing the present negociation in spite of every insinuation 
against it, had enabled him to surmount all difficulties and bring the business 
to a happy conclusion ; that even to the very last, however, the influence of their 
party had created to him great uneasiness, as Nerve Sheo Deo, the Poona 
Vakeel, had been ordered to state such propositions and objections as seemed 
formed to counteract the ratification ; that on this account a distant dispute had 
lately arisen betwixt him and Nerve Sheo Deo, and matters had been carried to 
such a length that he had been under a necessity of declaring that he lamented 
his, ever engaging in the business, and as he saw they were obstinately bent 
on ruining the affairs of their master, he must decline all further inter- 
ference, and after the treatment he had received he should think himself fully 
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Justified in espousing tlie cause and interests of the English ; that this dispute 
continued for some days till at last Nerve Sheo, on Scindia’s agreeing to sio-n 
certain explanatory assurances, waived all further objection and delivered up 
the treaty which had hitherto been in his possession, and that everything was 
now fully settled. Here I interrupted Bow Bueksey by observing that Scindia 
knew my sentiments on every subject, and that I hoped he had been careful to 
enter into no stipulations and give no assurances which might hereafter be 
found inconsistent with them ; he assured me that Scindia had been sufidciently 
cautious in this respect. Bow Bueksey then proceeded. He expressed some appre- 
hensions of the continuance of the intrigues of the Nizam and Mahadajee, and 
he said that his master was on this account extremely solicitous that he might in 
future be the channel of negoeiation betwixt us and the Poona Government. 
He expatiated on the importance of the charge he had taken upon himself as 
guarantee of the treaty, and observed that as he was now fully satisfied that 
the conditions of it would be inviolably preserved by the Peishwa, he wishes to 
have some written assurances to the same purport from us. He then pro- 
duced two papers, the one contained a request to the above purport and stated 
the form of the assurances which he requested from me ; it was nearly in these 
words — “ That I should engage to procure him a full assurance from you 
that we would adhere strictly to the treaty and that on all occasions we would be 
regulated by his advice.’* This was, he said, intended for immediate satisfaction, 
and to remain as a voucher in his hands ; the other paper, he said, was of a secret 
nature and might be submitted to you when I returned to Calcutta. It was 
nearly to the same purport as the former, with an additional paragraph, 
mentioning that, as the Peishwa was an infant, it was hoped that in case his 
Ministers should ever act improper, we would not be in a haste to break with 
the Peishwa, but be regulated by Scindia’s advice, and assist him to bring the 
Ministers to a proper understanding. Bow Bueksey then concluded with 
delivering me a message from Scindia that he intended to pay me a visit on the 
24 th and proposed that we should afterwards proceed to his tent and inter- 
change the treaty. 

Had Scindia requested from me any written assurance at the time of con- 
cluding the treaty at Salbai, I should have readily given it, but I felt a reluctance 
to do it now, especially as there were some explanations in the proposed form 
which I could not entirely approve. And I feared that an attempt to alter them 
might only afford new ground for procrastination. I therefore endeavoured to 
convince Bow Bueksey that such a paper from me was unnecesary, as the ori- 
ginal treaties contained every obligation that he would require and might 
always be referred to. It was in vain, however, to argue. The Bow had 
received orders from his master to make the proposal, and no reasons could 
make him recede from it. Binding, therefore, that I was only losing time, I 
changed my system. I acquiesced in his proposal, and without remarking on the 
parts that were exceptionable I told him that I should draw out such an obli- 
gation as I hoped would prove fully satisfactory, but that I must in the same 
•manner require one from Scindia. 

Bow Bueksey returned to me the next morning. I had in the mean time 
drawn up the two obligations. In the preamble of both the words of the 
article of the treaty were recited, the one concluded with a promise to Scindia 
that we would adhere to the terms of the treaty, and that I would hereafter 
procure h ^m a formal assurance to the same purpose from you ; the other con- 
cluded with a promise from him that in case the Peishwa would infringe the 
treaty he would join us in bringing him to reason ; these papers^ I delivered 
to Bow Bueksey ; the former was copied fair and was not to be subject to alter- 
tions. As to the latter I submitted it as a form for Scindia’s consideration ; and 
I requested it merely as a counterpart to the one which he desired from me, 
but i observed that for my own part I considered both as unnecessary ; Bow 
Bueksey not being prepared to give an answer deferred it till he should consult 
with Scindia. In the mean time he took out some memorandums and recapitu- 
lated all the different subjects which for some months passed had been dis- 
cussed betwixt him and me, and I repeated him aU my former answers. The 
only point which has not been mentioned to you was a proposal that orders should 
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be o-iven to the gentlemen at Bombay not to grant a refuge to the subjects of 
the Mahratta Government who might fly to them for protection. My answer 
was, that no stipulation of this kind was made in the treaty ; that if a mutual 
article to this purpose was observed I would write to you on the subject, but 
that I had now no power to make new engagements without first applying to 
you for instructions. 

On the morning of the 24th, when Bow Bueksey came to advise me of 
Scindia’s being ready to set out on his visit to me, he said that he agreed with me 
in thinking that the obligations which had been proposed betwixt Scindia and 
me would be unnecessary. I have mentioned this matter fully because I think 
it is very probable that something of the kind may hereafter be resumed on my 
returning to Calcutta., 

Scindia came soon after, and was attended by all his chiefs of any rank or 
distinction in the army. After we had sat about an hour in public, we retired 
to a separate tent, where only two or three of his most confidential people were 
present ; he referred in general to what had been communicated to me by Bow 
Bueksey on the 22nd ; he made an apology for the length of time that I had 
been detained -with him on this business ; he professed in the strongest terms 
his attachment towards you and his firm determination to support the treaty 
inviolably ; he inveighed against Nizam Ally and Mahadajee, whose oflaoious 
interposition had given him so much trouble, and he expressed his wishes that 
you would guard against their intrigues by making him the channel of negotia- 
tion and consulting him alone on all subjects concerning the Poona Govern- 
ment. This seemed the principal scope and object of the conference. I assured 
him in answer that as the business of the late treaty had been begun, and 
entirely conducted through him and under his mediation ; as his firmness and 
constancy had at last brought it to a happy conclusion, and as he was appointed 
in the treaty itself to be the guarantee to whom both parties were to look for the 
performance, from all these circumstances, as well as from the situation of his 
territories, he was the person whom you would naturally consult with on every 
occasion of importance relative to the Peishwa, and that I was happy to believe, 
from the high opinion which you always expressed of his friendship, steadi- 
ness, and good faith, that your inclinations would lead you to make him the 
principal channel of your future connection with the Mahratta Government. 
We had afterwards some conversation on the measures to be taken for carrying 
the treaty into execution ; he said that he intended to send a pundit for that 
purpose to Surat, and asked whether any person would be sent by us, or 
whether a letter would be sufB.oient. It was not his desire that either my 
brother or myself should go ; he seemed long to have expected that my brother 
should remain with him, and that after settling a few matters in consequence of 
the treaty I should return to my duty in Bengal, and speaking on this subject 
he expressed much satisfaction at the thought of my bein g with you in 
Calcutta, as he said it would be the same as if he were himself there. To send 
any person from Calcutta to Poona wotild be too late for the present occasion. 
He however seemed to think such a measure might be very expedient hereafter, 
so that in case of any little disputes arising betwixt the Bombay Government 
and the Ministers, you might have a person on the spot who could either settle 
them by his interference or transmit an impartial representation to you. This 
might be considered hereafter ; for the present it was agreed that a letter would 
be sufficient. I had some thoughts of mentioning Mr. Chapman, but I was 
deterred from the apprehensions that his situation at Nagpore might make it a 
difficulty for him to go without offending Moodajee Bonsla, and I had some 
doubts that lest Scindia should consider such a measure as tending indirectly 
to' give Moodajee an interference. 

I afterwards required some explanation from him regarding the differences 
in the original and ratified treaties. He declared that in case any discussion 
arising hereafter on words, the original treaty must be referred to, and on the 
subject of Hyder Ali, he expressly said there was nothing in the treaty which 
restricted us from acting against him or his successors till the terms of the 
9th article should be complied with, at the requisition of the Peishwa ; these 
explanations I thought necessary to obviate any cavils that might be made on 
a future occasion. After sitting some hours Scindia took his leave. On his 
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return liome(?) I understand that he paid a visit to Nerve Sheo Deo, the Poona 
Vakeel ; hut I know not what particulars passed between them. 

About an hour afterwards, according to the plan which had been settled^ 
I followed Seindia to his tent, where, in the presence of a number of his principal 
officers, we proceeded to exchange the ratifications, Seindia and I reciprocally 
attesting with our signatures the date of the delivery ; when this important 
ceremony was finished, all who were present joined in expressing their joy ; 
Nerve Sheo had excused himself from attending in person on account of indis- 
position, but all his people, I observed, were present, and one in particular 
named Dadjee, to whom Seindia seemed to shew great attention. 

Before I conclude this narrative permit me to indulge myself for a 
moment in the pleasing task of tendering a tribute of justice to Mahadajee 
Seindia. In the course of this long negociation, which has throughout been 
strongly tinctured with suspicion and distrust, many circumstances have passed 
to impress us with unfavourable opinions ; new and unreasonable propositions 
have frequently been started and withdrawn, and one doubt has scarcely been 
obviated when another has been suggested. Yet we may perhaps find much 
apology for Scindia’s conduct when we reflect that he has been acting for a 
superior and probably been often obliged to give way to the dictates of Ministers, 
by nature grasping and suspicious, from circumstances rendered arrogant, and 
many of them from peculiar views of selfish policy absolutely averse to the 
negociation. His conduct on the subject of Broach, where his own interests 
were only concerned, has formed a very agreeable contrast. Nothing can 
exceed the delicacy which he has shown in this affair. You may remember 
that he executed the original treaty without excepting any written testimony 
from me of your intentions. He had now completed the ratification without 
reqmring the delivery of your grant, which is at this moment still in my pos- 
session. Since the information I gave him about seven months ago of the arrival 
of your grant, the subject has scarcely been mentioned more than once, and 
then only in consequence of my repeating the nature of the obligation which 
you expected from him regarding the privilege of trade ; without requiring any 
written stipulation or importuning me for explanations, or betraying the slight- 
est mark of suspicion, he seems throughout the whole of this business to have 
relied implicitly on the honour and generosity of the English Government. 
Candour surely requires that we should judge of his character rather from 
his conduct in those matters when he is left at liberty and where his own 
interest only is affected, than from the part which he is constrained to act in 
negotiating on behalf of the Peishwa. 

Bow Bucksey is to be with me tomorrow to concert several steps to be 
f.qTr un for carrying the treaty into execution, so that I shall probably have 
occasion to do myself the honour of addressing you again soon. 

I am with Utmost respect. 

Dear Sib, 

Your most faithful and obedient humble servant, 

D. ANDEK-SON. 


Fort William, the 20th March 1783. 

At a Coixnoie, present: 

The Hon’bee Warren Hastings, Oovernor- General, "President. 
EuwARi) Wheeer, Esq. 

John MaoPhebson, Esq. 

Dieittbnant-GeneraIi Sir Etbe Cootb, left Calcutta this 

morning to proceed down the river. 

Mr. Stables, absent with Sir Eyre Ooote. 

Head and approved the proceedings o£ the 16th. 

21 F. D. 
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The Members o£ the Board haviagr delivered their opinions upon the questions proposed 

by the Governor-General in the last Consultation they are now read and recorded. 

Mb. Stables — In answer to the first question referred in the Governor- 
General’s minute the 16th March 1783. 

It is my opinion that the treaty concluded with the Mahrattas ought to he 
kept inviolate on our part, the 9th Article of which ought to he the basis for 
bringing on a treaty with Tippoo Saheb. 

Peace with him in every point of view is so desirable, so necessary for the 
safety of the lives of our unfortunate prisoners in his power, and such complete 
ruin to the designs of our natural enemies, the Prench, upon the Camaticj that we 
ought to enforce any opportunity of making peace with him upon honorable 
terms. 

2nd . — A copy of the 9th Article of the treaty with Ihe Mahrattas should 
he sent to Tippoo Saheb and his acquiescence required to it. 

3rd . — The President and Select Committee of Port St. George have not in 
my opinion counteracted the purposes of the treaty concluded with the Peishwa 
at* the time when their instructions were given to treat with Tippoo. This 
treaty of peace was not in our possession and therefore not binding on either 
side. 

4th . — ^The President and Select Committee of Port St. George certainly had 
not absolute authority from the Court of Directors or from this Board to nego- 
ciate a treaty with Tippoo. But the Court of Directors, in several parts of their 
letter to the President and Select Committee of Port St. George, express their 
earnest wishes for peace with Tippoo, and in nay opinion the necessity for enter- 
ing upon a negociation which is too well known to the Board justifies the 
measure. 

5th , — Answered in the 4th. 

— ^It is unnecessary at present to give my opinion on this question. 
An arrangement has taken place regarding the assignment from the Nabob of 
the Carnatic, a copy of which Sir Eyre Coote takes with him to the coast. 

I have the most sanguine hopes that the presence of a General already 
respected, and adored by our own army, and dreaded by the enemy will give a 
fortunate change to our affairs on the coast ; what I most lament is that the 
General on whom so much depends, whose conduct I admire and approve, has 
to carry on the public service under the disadvantages of a bad state of health 
and a broken constitution. 

7th . — I beg leave not to give my opinion upon a supposed case which I hope 
may never happen. 


Mb. MaoPhebson — I have perused with the greatest attention Sir Eyre 
Coote’s minute, on which the preceding questions, as proposed by the Governor- 
General, are founded. 

The public zeal which the Commander-in-Chief testifies upon the present 
occasion is no new subject of admiration. It is in conformity to the principle 
which has actuated the long series of his services to the Company and the 
public. 

Had he been at the head of our forces in the Carnatic at the crisis of 
Hyder’s death, and properly supported by the Presidency of Port St. George, I 
am convinced he would have turned that great event to the immediate recovery 
of the Carnatic, and the reduction of the Erench forces at Cuddalore. Various 
events rendered the period immediately subsequent to Hyder’s death the most 
favorable that the managers of our affairs upon the coast could have wished 
for re-establishing the Company’s prosperity. Tippoo Saheb was on the other 
side of India and had been defeated by Colonel Macleod, the repeated and most 
urgent interference of this Government had at length compelled the Presidency 
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Bombay to act vigorously and to send General Mathews at the head of a 
considerable force against the most valuable possessions that belonged to Hyder. 
There could be little doubt of his success. The Nizam if he wes not favorably 
disposed to our interests, was at that period engaged in war with one of his own 
tributaries ; the Mahratta peace had been actually signed at Poona and as earlr 
as October last we informed the Presidency of Port St George of Scindia’s posi- 
tive declarations to us about the validity of the peace. 

The Prench troops were at this time sickly and in every distress at 
Ouddalore. 

How a season in which the greatest advantages could have been gained 
was peirmitted to pass in inactivity the Government of Madras have to explain. 
Lord Macartney, in his minute of the 11th of Pebruary, lays the whole of this 
public neglect to the charge of Major-General Stuart. He seems fully sensible 
of the advantages which were neglected, but the representation, if founded in 
justice, comes too late, nor can we form any decided opinion upon the subject 
as we are not furnished with General Stuart’s answer. 

After our army was at length in a condition to move to meet Tippoo Saheb 
nothing decisive seems to have been attempted, and it appears very extra- 
ordinary that the President and Select Committee should, under the apprehen- 
sion of the expected arrival of M. Bussy with considerable force, enter upon 
a plan to solicit a negotiation with Tippoo at the same time that they subject 
General Stuart to restrictions against a vigorous effort in the field. 

Upon the whole it is evident that there has been on the late favorable occasion 
great mismanagement somewhere in the conduct of public affairs at Port St. 
George, and that coincidence of fortunate events has been neglected, which 
might and ought to have been improved for the re-establishment of the Com- 
pany’s prosperity. 

This public neglect presses most severely upon this Government, which 
both in efforts of laborious negotiation and liberal supply had made the recovery 
of the Carnatic the object of its unwearied pursuit. We now see with pain that 
this great work requires a repetition of our efforts, and that on the field where 
immense sums have been expended to maintain our footing, a season of advan- 
tage has been lost and millions must still be provided when our means are 
nearly exhausted. 

Tbe only prospects we have for an honorable and speedy close to the 
invasion of the Carnatic from Mysore is the success of General Mathews and 
the speedy return of Sir Eyre Coote to the command of forces upon the 
coast. 

The Governor- General, anxious to give Sir Eyre Coote a clear line for his 
conduct in a crisis of such interesting service, has proposed the preceding 
questions, and he wishes every member of the Board to record his answer or 
opinion upon each question. 

It is equally requisite for those who give and who receive charge of public 
business that the orders for that business should be clear and specially defined. 
But orders which are formed for future and supposed cases may be very clear 
in their definition yet ultimately prove very embarrassing to the party| who is 
to execute them. Eor he must be the judge, and be responsible that the situation 
of affairs in which he is to execute his orders applies exactly to the supposed 
case for which they were framed. 

Thus we may resolve that in certain supposed events the President and 
Select Committee of Fort St. George would incur the penalty of the Act of 
Parliament of the 13th of the present reign. We may further resolve that in such 
cases the Commander-in-Chief should inforce the penalty. Yet when he comes 
to act in consequence of those resolutions he would probably find that the 
actual case was in many essential ’circumstances different from the supposed 
case upon which this Board resolved. He would therefore have to answer for 
the consequences. Though the circumstances of the actual case and that which 
we supposed were minutely the same, he would have to answer for the pro- 
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priety of carrying our resolves into execution, and to answer that they were 
reasonable as well as legal and judicious. 

I have supposed the strongest possible case for the calm consideration of 
the Oommander-in-Chief. But I am far from admitting that this Board should 
in any situation of affairs come to resolutions upon supposed events, and issue 
eventual and contingent orders, especially on the delicate and important 
subjects to which I have alluded. 

In negotiation, likewise, it will he necessary to leave oxir representatives 
in the Carnatic the most ample powers, for such unexpected events may arise 
there as would render positive directions embarrassing and dangerous, and a 
contingency of events might require a total deviation from our orders. 

If I am well founded in these ideas, the powers to Sir Eyre Coote from this 
Government should be ample and general, and he should understand fully that 
whatever our resolutions may be relative to the questions now before us, such 
resolutions being formed upon abstract or supposed grounds cannot vest bi-m 
with the authority of orders in a future and contingent situation of affairs. 

It is only when a case is represented to us in ail its circumstances, and 
which has actually taken place, that we can resolve decidedly and authorize 
him as our representative to act finally and effectually. 

I have made these observations to shew the Commander-in- Chief that it is 
equally necessary for him as for the Board that there should be no misconcep- 
tion on either side relative to the force of our present resolution. I wish for my 
own part to see him vested with every authority which this Government can 
confer, and, as on a former occasion (13th January), when he stated the condi- 
tions which would enable him to serve with eflBcaoy in the Carnatic, I acceded 
to those conditions, so now I am ready, as far as my voice goes, to give him and 
pledge to him every support in my power. I would at the same time recommend 
to him, for his own case and the prosperity of our affairs, to avoid as much as 
possible all differences with the established Government at Eort St. George. 
I am clear that Tippoo does not mean or wish to negotiate with the leaders°of 
that Government, otherwise he would long since have made his application to 
them. They have not besides testified any very discerning management in 
their advances to him, and if he applies to Sir Eyre Coote upon his arrival 
upon the same principles that his father chose to negotiate with the General in 
preference to the Governor and Council, our powers for negotiation should be 
placed with the General where they can be effectual. I shall now proceed to 
give my opinion on the respective questions stated by the Governor-General. 
The observations which I have made upon the subject in general must justify 
me for not giving my opinions more at large. 

The 9th Article of the treaty, lately ratified with the Mahratta State, 
should certainly, in as far as regards our faith to that State, be the rule of our 
conduct in any negotiation with the successors of Hyder. 

But the great object for the British Empire in India is to counteract the 
designs of Eranoe and render the views of that natural enemy abortive ; any 
measure that has decidedly that effect is the most urgent and political of all 
measures that can be now adopted. It goes to the immediate establishment of 
peace in Europe, and to break up the foundation which Erance has laid for 
power in the Carnatic before the arrival of her armaments that are charo*ed 
with the superstructure. The first step to the destruction of that foundation is to 
effect a separation between the Mysoreans and the French forces and whether 
Sir Eyre Coote or the President and the Select Committee or the agents in 
this great work, we should leave them very ample powers. Indeed they must 
act as events arise. Our orders therefore should go to two points — lat, not to 
involve us with the Mahrattas ; and, 2nd, to endeavour at every hazard to destroy 
the power of the French. ^ 

2nd . — Every application from us to Tippoo that is not conducted with 
great management only adds to his consequences. He will communicate it to 
tne xreneh, and it will serve to oblige them to grant him more ample condi- 
tions ot guarantee. While we leave him without courting a pacification with 
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him to reflect upon his situation, he will probably of himself make offers to treat 
with us. The article of the Mahratta treaty that related to his father has, by 
Scindia’s account been sent to him. I think the General on his arrival might 
communicate to him, and if he is in any shape disposed to treat with us in 
consequence he will do so of his own accord. It rests with the prudence and 
ability of those who are at the head of our affairs to manage effectually in such 
cases, nor can we lay down precise rules for their guidance. 

Srd . — I am free to own that the conduct of the President and Select Oom- 
-mittee of Madras appears to me to have been neither able nor regular in the 
measures they adopted to solicit a negotiation with Tippoo. I think it was 
dangerous to give the Vakeel of Tanjore written instructions that implied 
future conditions upon their part, nor was it fair to assert, nor could it answer 
any purpose to admit, that we had no indemnification for the espences of the 
Mahratta war, was a treaty that bound Hyder to surrender his conquests and 
deliver up the prisoners no indemnification to us ? What had the Mahrattas to 
indemnify their expences or in return for those revenues from their country 
which we have long enjoyed ? It was not besides very creditable in the Com- 
pany’s representatives to give written instructions to any native agent before 
they were assured of his being received with suitable respect. 

Befqye we pronounce the commencement of negotiations, any breach of 
the Act of Parliament, we must see the whole of the business, and know the 
success of the negotiation. I imagine nothing has been finally negotiated or 
concluded. 

dth . — This is answered in the preceding question. The President and Select 
Committee of Port St. George, as the representatives of the Company upon the 
spot, must be supposed to possess powers to open a negotiation, though they 
may not to conclude it finally but in cases of imminent necessity. 

5th . — It does not appear to me that the President and Select Committee 
yet incurred the penalty of the Act by any measures that have come to our 
knowledge, and as that penalty is the highest punishment, so it never should 
be supposed to be incurred but in cases of undoubted and clear guilt. It 
ought not, and cannot be incurred constructively. 

6th . — It will be time enough to answer this question when that answer' 
can apply to acts that have declaredly taken place. The President and Select 
Committee have quoted orders from the Secret Committee, which we are not 
informed. 

7th . — This question for the preceding reasons requires no immediate answer, 
and while the Board are investigating subjects of this nature, which lead to 
condemn the conduct of another Government, they should take into their con- 
sideration the many difficulties under which that Government is struggling. 
And they should particularly consider that the public dangers in pressing 
more immediately upon that Government may induce them to adopt measures 
of resource and negotiation, which they themselves would not approve of in a 
situation of greater prosperity. 

Secret Department, ■) 

The 19th March 1783. S 


Mr. Whblbr — 1 beg leave to deliver in the following ojjinions upon the 
questions proposed to the Board by the Governor-General in his minute of the 
16th instant : — 

In answer to Question 1st : — 

I am of opinion that the 9th Article of the treaty cohcluded with the 
Peishwa determines the obligations and engagements which shall be binding 
between the Company and Tippoo Saheb, or whoever m^y be the eventual 
representative of Hyder Ally Oawn ; that we are nevertheless at liberty to 
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conclude a new and separate treaty with him, as far as it may he conformable 
to the terms stipulated in the Treaty with the Peshwa : but that we cannot 
negotiate a treaty with him for any additional terms without the knowledge 
and concurrence of the Peshwa. At the same time I am of opinion that until 
the representative of Hyder Ali Oawn shall have performed the stipulations 
binding upon him, this Government is entitled to take any and every advantage 
determined by the chance of war in our favour. 

In answer to Question 2nd : — 

I am of opinion that that the treaty concluded with the Peshwa should be 
notified to Tippoo Saheb, or the representative of Hyder Ali Cawn in form, and 
that he be required to confirm it by a declaration of his acquiescence of it. 

In answer to Question 3rd : — 

The orders issued by the President and Select Committee of Port St. 
George have a tendency to counteract the purposes of the treaty lately con- 
cluded with the Peishwa. But the ratification of that treaty was not known to 
them when those orders were issued by them, and the knowledge of this event 
will, it is to be presumed, cause an immediate revocation of those orders ; as 
the Board have no information that the Acts designed by the orders alluded to, 
have taken effect, I am of opinion that the purposes of the treaty have not yet 
been counteracted by the President and Select Committee of Port St. George. 

In answer to Question 4th : — 

It does not appear to me that the President and Select Committee of Port 
St. George have authority from the Court of Directors, the Governor-General 
and Council, or such as could be derived from the plea of imminent necessity, 
to depute the Tanjore Vakeel or any other person to negotiate a treaty of peace 
with Tippoo Saheb. 

In answer to Question 5 th : — 

In forming the preceding opinion which seems naturally to determine the 
present question, I adverted to the instructions communicated by this Board to 
the President and Select Committee of Fort St. George under date the 19th 
October. The light in which I considered those instructions is apparent from 
the opinion I have given, and from that it follows that the President and Select 
Committee have made themselves subject to the penalty expressed in the Act. 
I do not, however, think this penalty should be enforced, as the President and 
Select Committee of Port St. George appear to me rather to have exceeded the 
orders sent to them, than to have acted in opposition to them. These orders at 
all events furnish an argument in their favour, which should, I conceive, dimi- 
nish the severity of censure, and prevail with this Board to suspend any resolu- 
tion for enforcing the penalties of the Act of Parliament. 

In answer to Question 6th : — 

I do not think the faith of this Government bound to support their engage- 
ments with the Nabob Muhammad Ally Cawn at all risks or in contradiction 
to the orders of the Court of Directors, The construction to be put upon 
the orders contained in the 30th and 40th paragraphs of the General Letter 
appears to me doubtful. Before we determine the questions proposed, we 
ought, I think, to wait the arrival of an answer from the Presidency of Port St. 
George to our letter conveying the engagements we have contracted with the 
Nabob Muhammad Ally, and our injunctions to carry them into execution. 
When their acquiescence or refusal with the reasons on which it is grounded 
are known, we may then with propriety, having every information before us, 
consider these questions. 

The 15th March 1783. 


SiE Eyeb Coote, the 15th March 1783, 

In answer to the Governor- General’s first question, I am clearly of opinion 
that if the obligations and engagements contained in the treaty lately concluded 
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IjctTreen us Rud. tli6 Pcsliw&j rslativc to Hydor ^lly CaiWiij are allowed to extend 
to Tippoo Saheb, this should undouhtedly he binding on both parties, nor in 
my humble opinion can we in such ease, without the concurrence of the Mahratta 
State, conclude any new separate treaty or insist on any additional terms. 

In answer to the second Q^uestion it is my opinion that the engagements 
formed by the Company with the Peshwa should be left to operate by such 
communication as may have been made by the Mahrattas who are pledged for 
the performance of it on the part of Hyder, or whomsoever they may consider 
as his representative. The notification formerly given by me to Hyder Ally 
Cawn when the treaty was first agreed to, is fully sufficient to enable Tippoo 
Saheb, if he is peaceably inclined, to claim our performance of the terms of it. 
At all events it appears to me that until the six months after the treaties 
being complete shall have elapsed, neither of the parties in question are under 
a positive obligation to conform to the terms of it. During this interval I 
think an application should be made in such manner as may be deemed most 
advisable to the Mahratta Government to acquaint us whether or not they have 
taken any steps towards obtaining Tippoo Saheb’s acquiescence in the terms 
stipulated for his father, taking occasion at the same time to suggest the pro- 
bability of its being their opinion that as Tippoo Saheb is not recognised in the 
treaty, and has no claim founded upon heritable rights, he can have no just 
pretensions to make any demands on the grounds thereof. We ought to refer 
it also to the candid consideration of the Mahratta Government, whether 
some compensation should not be made by Tippoo Saheb to the Company and 
to their ally Nabob Muhammad Ally *Oawn for the heavy losses they have 
mutually sustained by the cruel and unusual depredations committed by his 
father, Hyder Ally Cawn. 


In answer to the third question I am of opinion that the President and Select 
Committee of Port St. George, by making and issuing orders for offering to cede 
certain territories of the Carnatic to TPippoo Saheb, who is already bound by the 
treaty to restore all territories of the Carnatic, of which he is already in posses- 
sion, have counteracted the purposes of the lately treaty concluded with the 
Peshwa. 


Fourth . — I do not think that the President and Select Committee had any 
sufficient authority either from the Court of Directors or from the Governor- 
General and Council to depute the Gfenjore Vakeel or any other person to 
negotiate a treaty of peace with Tippoo Saheb, but as no specific limits can be 
set to the plea of imminent necessity, and as the circumstances supposed to 
constitute it, do so, or not, according to our own construction of them, I con- 
ceive the President and Select Committee of Port St. George might under the 
latitude thereby given them commence negotiations, but agreeable to my idea 
of our situation could do nothing conclusive without reference first being had 
to this Board for their authority, and I think they ought to be called upon to 
prove the necessity which obliged them to take so humiliating a step. 


Fifth . — It is my opinion that the President and Select Committee of 
Port St. George, unless they can prove the instance in which they have acted 
to have heen a case of such imminent necessity as would render it dangerous to 
postpone until the orders from the Governor-General and Council might arrive, 
have subjected themselves to the penalty prescribed by the clause in the Act 
of the 13th of His present Majesty. 

Sixth . — It is my opinion that the faith of this Government and of the 
Company is pledged to maintain and reinforce the engagement lately entered 
into with the Nabob for the restoration of the revenues and sovereignty of the 
Carnatic to him. 


Seventh . — It is my opinion that if the President and Select Committee of 
Port St. George refuse to submit to the engagement referred to above, being an 
arrangement of a political nature made by the Governor-General and Council 
under the powers vested in them by Act of Parliament for transacting all such 
affairs, they will subject themselves to the penalty prescribed by the clause 
recited by the Governor- General’s fifth question in the Act of the 13th of Blis 
nresent Majesty. 

^ EYEE COOTE., 
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Governor- General. 

To the questions proposed by me for the consideration of the Board in con- 
sequence of the minute of Sir Eyre Coote I offer the following replies 

It is my opinion that the 9th Article of the treaty ought exclu- 

sivelv to bind and determine all the obligations and engagements which shall 
he binding between the Company and Tippoo Saheb, and that no separate 
treaty he concluded with him. 

In this opinion I am confirmed by the information given by Mr. Anderson 
that Mahadaiee Soindia had written to Tippoo Saheb and notified to him the 
condition of the treaty which included Hyder Ally Cawn, and which of course 
extended to his son and successor, Tippoo Saheh. 

It is my opinion that no notification of the treaty should he made 

on the part of our Government to Tippoo Saheb, because this is a formality 
helono-ino" solely to the Peshwa or his representatives. We are bound to the 
Peshwa to maintain peace with Tippoo Saheb, and to Tippoo Saheb only through 
our en<xagement with the Peshwa. If the policy of I'ippoo Saheb shall not 
be sufficient to obtain his acquiescence on the requisition of the Mahratta State, 
he "will he less likely to yield it on ours as ours will imply a consciousness 
of our weakness, whereas an apparent indifference on our part after the arrival 
of Sir Evre Coote, the declared representative of our Government in the 
Carnatic, will he both productive of a contrary effect, and is in my opinion 
necessary to efface the impressions made by Lord Macartney’s advances. 

The President and Select Committee of Fort St. George know that a 

treaty had been concluded with the Peshwa under full powers granted to the 
Ministers on both sides who were employed in framing it, and that we regarded 
it as binding, and they were early furnished with a copy of it. In the 9th 
Article of the treaty Hyder Ally Cawn was included, and the conditions of 
peace established with him ascertained and guaranteed by the Peishwa. With 
ttiis knowledge the President and Select Committee of Fort St. George have 
commenced a negotiation for peace with Tippoo Saheb by a direct treaty with 
him. They have therefore counteracted the purposes of that which was con- 
cluded by this Government with the Peshwa. 

— It is my opinion that the President and Select Committee of Fort 
St. George had no authority from the Court of Directors, nor from the Gov- 
ernor-General and Council, nor such, as could he derived from the plea of immi- 
nent necessity to depute the Tanjore Vakeel or an^^ other person to negotiate 
a treaty of peace with Tippoo Salxeh. Copies of orders from the Court of 
Directors and from the Select Committee of ttifi^ourt of Directors to the Gov- 
ernment of Fort St. George are sent also to us. We have none which give or 
imply this authority. The only authority which they can plead from this Board 
is expressed in the following words of a letter written on the 19th of October 
last, viz .: — 

“ Should he by the aid of his new allies, and through our misfortunes 
press you to a situation of imminent necessity, that necessity and your 
own judgment must at once determine yohr last refuge and dictate your 
instructions.*’ - “ 

This refers the authority to the last plea, the plea of necessity, and con- 
tracts ev6n that within limits so narrow that it in effect precludes it, since it 
allows them to treat ordy in the case of “ such imminent necessity ” as shall 
leave them but one resource, “ their last rejuge** 

They cannot surely say that they were reduced to this situation, for they 
had a more powerful army than that which Sir Eyre Coote before commanded ; 
they had a larger store of provisions, and their enemy yet. unsettled in his new 
authority, his army diminished, and in a state of fatal inaction. They were 
therefore certainly not reduced to such a state of imminent necessity as must 
determine their last refuge. They had consequently no authority to negociate 
a teeaty of peace with Tippoo Saheb. 

5th ,— is my opinion that the President and Select Committee have sub- 
jected themselves to the penalty prescribed by Act of Parliament in negotiating 
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. a treaty of peace with Tippoo Saheb without the consent and approbation of the 
Governor- General and Council without a case of imminent necessity and without • 
special orders from the Company. 

etJi . — It is my opinion that the faith of this Government and of the Com- 
pany is pledged to maintain and enforce the engagements made with the Nabob 
Wallah Jah for restoring to him the possession and charge of the revenues and 
sovereignty of the Carnatic. In this resolution, the obhgation of which exists 
independently of the Court of Directors, since the act of the Board was absolute 
and prior to their orders respecting the assignment, and being done under the 
authority of the iLct of Parliament is irrevocably binding as every lawful 
agreement in its nature must be against every subsequent authority. The Gov- 
ernor-General and Council are supported by the clear declaration of the Court 
of Directors themselves, on whose authority Lord Macartney supports his 
refusal to restore the powers of the assignment, for they say that “ as we have 
cancelled the agreement under the authority of which this Committee was 
formed so we direct that the Committee itself be immediately abolished, unless 
the Nabob shall of his own free will and accord make it his pai*ticular request 
that his revenues shall continue to be so managed.” It is true that in a subse- 
quent paragraph of the same letter they add in consequence of subsequent 
advices received by the Swallow, that “upon a supposition that this new 
system will lead to the increase of His Highness’s revenues, &c.” we acquiesce 
therein, as the Nabob has assured us, in a letter of the 26th January last, that 
his assignment of the revenues of his country was a voluntary act of his own. 

But the Nabob, in the letter which is quoted for the acquiescence of the 
Court of Directors, expressly declares the assignment to have been, though an 
act of his own, an act done in consequence of the agreement which they have 
cancelled, and he has declared that he will not consent to the continuance of it, 
therefore by their own reasoning as they have cancelled the agreement and os 
the Nabob’s assignment in its actual state is not a voluntary act of Ms own, 
they direct the Committee to be abolished, by which they manifestly meant 
that the assignment should be cancelled for the management of which the 
Committee was appointed. 

This is a truth so clear in itself that it is an injury to it to prove it by 
argument, and I am sorry to have been reduced to it by the bold attempt 
made by Lord Macartney to shelter himself under a forced ambiguity of the 
Company’s orders ; but if he shall avail himself of so weak a hold ; if with his 
pretended authority he shall dare to oppose and break the engagement which this 
Government has made with the Nabob Wallah Jah, I am myself unalterably 
resolved that however the other Members of the Board may think themselves 
bound to temporize, and though I shall stand, as I trust I shall not, single in 
my opinion, I will move for the suspension of him or them, whoever they may 
be, who shall thus violate the public faith which this Government has pledged. 
Mr. Wheler and myself were the only members who composed this Government 
when the original treaty or agreement was concluded with the Nabob Wallah 
Jah, upon which the assignment of the Nabob’s revenue in its actual state was 
formed, and we are the unfortunate authors of every misery and disgrace which 
the Nabob has sustained as the effect of that engagement. I will not, and I 
trust that I might safely assume the person of my colleague in conjunction 
with my own, and declare that we will not subject ourselves to the guilt of 
abandoning the Nabob to those effects of our act, but afford him every relief 
and every redress which we have it in .our powers constitutionally to afford 
him. The Board have declared the assignment annulled by Lord Macartney’s 
infringement of the essential conditions of it, and in this the opinion of all 
the members were unanimous. We have also required and commanded that 
the powers charge assumed in virtue of the assignment be restored to the 

Nabob. As the assignment was granted under the engagement made by this 
Government with the Nabob in May 1781, as this Government possessed an 
undoubted right to make such ain engagement, as the assignment being part of 
it, ceased to exist when we declared it to be cancelled, as Lord Macartney has 
no authority to form any treaty with the Nabob without our consent, not having 
the special orders of the Court of Directors for it, and with much stronger 
reasoning he cannot force on the Nabob an arrangement to which he refuses h s 
ai p. D. 
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consent, and in contradiction of an engagement made by this Gorernment with 
-the Nabob, this Government is undoubtedly bound to support its engagement 
and to exercise every power which it possesses for that end. The exercise of those 
powers is not optional but obligatory. Having acted under them, we are bound 
to maintain them, and are criminal to that high authority which entrusted us 
with them, if we abandon them. 

WARBEN HASTINGS. 


Secret Dept., Eort William, the 1st April 1783. 

Monday. At a Council, pbesbnt : 

The Hon’blb Wabben Hastings, Oovernor-General, ^President. 
Edwabd Wheleb, Esq. 

John MacPhbbson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings o£ the 24th ultimo. 


Translation of a Persian paper given hy Scindia to Mr. Anderson. 

The Peshwa will send to Hyder Ally Cawn and procure from him the 
restitution of the country he has taken from the Nabob Muhammad Ally Oawn 
and the English Company, and likewise the enlargement of whatever prisoners 
may have been taken. So long as the said Hyder Ally Cawn shall remain at 
peace with the Peshwa, the English shall not act hostilely towards him. If 
Hyder, disregarding the interposition of the Peshwa, shall continue hostile, in 
that case the Peshwa and the English will unite and take his country. What- 
ever part may belong to the Nabob Muhammad Ally and the Company shall 
be restored to them, and the part belonging to the Peshwa shall be restored 
to him. Any other part of Hyder’s possessions which may be taken shall 
be divided into three equal shares between the Peshwa and Scindia and the 
Company, and the shares shall be assigned to each as may be most conve- 
nient from the vicinity of their respective territories. If, after this, Hyder 
shall propose peace the Peshwa and the English will make peace with him 
jointly. But if Hyder should propose peace to the English, without the know- 
ledge of the Peshwa, the English shall not agree to it. 

A treaty to this effect being settled between the English and the Peshwa, 
no deviation shall take place on the part of either. 


Governor-General. 

Approved with the exception of Bidenoor and its dependencies, which 

Goveruor.Generai sn.inute. having been and taken and in our com- 

plete possession before the mterchange of 
the treaty, ought to remain our separate property. Mr. Anderson to be directed 
to claim this exception, but not absolutely. 

WABREN HASTINGS. 
Agreed. 

EDWARD WHELER. 


I think it is impossible in our present situation to give precise instructions 
j. McPherson, Esq.’s minute. Audcrsou. He should be directed to 

1 . J .1 . ascertain from General Mathew the obliga- 

tions which the latter has entered into with the Manager of Bidenoor. These were 
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agreed to by General Matbew ; the country of Bidenoor was surrendered in conse- 
quence, therefore the Company is responsible for the full and complete perform- 
ance of the promise and engagement of General Mathew. Of these I have no idea. 
Scindia’s proposition appears to me fair and just, if Tippoo Saheb did not comply 
with the 9th Article of the Mahratta treaty, and it is a proof to me of his 
sincerity, that he proposes no part of Tippoo ’s coimtry or’ a consideration for it to 
himself. Mr. Anderson should not enter into any definitive arrangement till 
there is an answer from Tippoo to the Peshwa. In the mean time we should 
infox’m Scindia that as Tippoo assists the Prench so we must carry on the 
war till he evacuates the Carnatic, and if united war against Tippoo, and of 
com'se the Prench, must be the result, and that we cannot separate Tippoo 
from them, I think Seindia’s proposal is liberal and just, and should not be dis- 
countenanced. Copies of Scindia’s letter and proposition should be sent to Sir 
Eyre Coote to communicate them to the Government of Madras. 

I. McP. 

I agree. 

J. S. 


The Governor- General is requested to communicate the sentiments of the 
Board contained in above minutes in his reply to Mr. Anderson. 


Resolved that the following letter he written to Fort St. George 
To — T he Select Committee at Foet St. George. 


Mt Lobd and Gentlemen, — On the 10th of last month we did ourselves 
the honour to address you in consequence of some letters which we had received 
from your Right Hon’ble President, and which indicated a counteraction to his 
administration, and announced apprehensions of an opposition that might break 
the spirit and weaken the exertions of your Government. 


In expressing our anxiety at such inexplicit, yet alarming insinuations, 
and in wishing to be informed of the real cause of such apprehensions, we 
wished to observe a delicacy which could not but be suited to the occasion. 
You have been pleased to avail yourselves of our conduct upon this occasion 
in a very extraordinary manner. Por in reply to our desire of an unambiguous 
explanation on a subject of such public concern, you favour us with a collected 
map of complaints and invectives against this Government, against the Nabob 
of Arcot, and his Ministers, against the Commander-in- Chief of all the forces 
in India, against the Commander-in-Chief of PCis Majesty’s fleet, against your 
xo,../-. t -c ^ ou own Provincial Commander-in-Chief, and 

Letter to Select Committee of Port St. George. . • , j ^ 

again against this Goyernment; after 
filling up the catalogue of your repeated distresses and accusations, and to shew 
your surprise at the explanation we required, you wish to know “whether the 
difficulties and impediments which you have thus described are not sufficient 
to have the tendency of breaking the spirit and weakening the exertions of our 
Government.’ ’ 


Had you been pleased in so general a charge of impeachment against your 
colleagues in the public service to take cognisance of the co-operative support 
which was till of late withheld from you hy the Presidency of Bombay, your 
description of the universal misconduct of the Manager of the Public Affairs 
in India (the President and Select Committee of Port St. Qeorge excepted) 
would have been complete. 

When persons in your situation venture thus gravely and upon record to 
criminate a superior Government, and officers of the highest rank of the State, 
whose services have not only saved the dominions of the India Company, but 
added to the military honors of Great Britain, a dispassionate reader of the 
ai F. D. 
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accusations wTiich you thus pronounce as Censors of the State could only admire 
your temerity. The motives of your conduct would appear too glaring to attract 
any approbation. Those who are conscious of real merit in their own services 
seldom labour to strip away the reputation of others. Honors thus abstracted suit 
not the detractors, nor can they for a moment cover their mismanagement- 
No artifice of reasoning, no perversion of distorted quotations, no insinuations of 
delinquency, no stings covered with compliment, no mechanism of the arts 
of colouring or sophistry can strip Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, nor 
Xiieutenant-General Sir Eyre Coote, of having in repeated and well-fought days 
defeated the powerful invaders of the Carnatic on the ocean and in the field. 

The Nabob of Arcot, the first and most valuable ally of the Company, is 
the natural prey of your attack, and had you only confined your attacks to him 
and to this Government, we should have sent them without a comment to the 
Company for their consideration. But when you venture to impeach with 
undistinguished indecency those great ofl3.cers of the public to whose efforts 
Great Britain is indebted for the safety of India, and in the continuance of 
whose services the best hopes of the public are placed, you act criminally 
towards your country, and in the present crisis of affairs no crime can be greater, 
for none can have a more dangerous tendency than a conduct of which the 
effects may he to sever from the State the services of her best commanders 
by sea and land. 

Prudence, if not decency, should restrain the serTtants of the Company from 
signing such injurious representations. We insist orr~y<mr discontinuance of 
them to this Government. Your public consultations are'Hhe constitutional 
field for your discussion upon public affairs. There you may^'^^^e to your 
employers your opinions at full length upon any subject, and in>c»jjj. 
vindication.. But the Company can never approve of your turning th^'>«^yi, 
lege of their representation to accusations of impeachment against the reph>^ 
tation of officers high in His Majesty’s service, very high in the estimation of 
their country, and to whom the Company are indebted for the present security 
of their possessions. In your letter, to which we are now replying, it is rather 
unfortunate amidst your universal accusations against your colleagues in the 
public scene, that the reputation which you would wish to ascribe to yourselves 
particularly is not founded upon what you have actually done but on what 
you have been prevented from doing. 

Now it appears from events and your real management that nothing could 
be more fortunate than that you were not possessed of those powers for nego- 
tiation which you state to have been withheld from you. 

Had we vested you with powers to negociate with Hyder, prior and subse- 
quent to the signing of the Mahratta peace, we are convinced you would have 
resigned to him the passes, if not a great part of the Carnatic, without 
any security for his effectual separation from our natural enemies. Had we 
empowered you to negotiate with the Nizam upon the death of Bassaulet 
Jung, we are aware of the scene that would have followed, especially if w^e had 
countenanced your correspondence with Etysham Jung, his rebellious tributary. 

Tour management from the time of Sir Eyre Coote’s departure from the 
Coast, and at a crisis the most favourable for recovering the Carnatic, and 
when you had the unpartieipated conduct of the war, with an increased army 
and the most liberal supplies, your management at such a period when your 
efforts have only produced the destruction of three of your own forts, warrants 
us in our conviction of not only the expediency but necessity of the powers 
which Sir Eyre Coote has all along considered as essential to his department. 
In regard to your complaint of want of powers to treat with Tippoo, we must 
be free enough to declare to you that from the specimen you have given us 
of the dignity and address of your management in what you have reported of 
your negotiation with him, we would not think it proper to give you plenary 
powers even if the Mahratta treaty had not taken place, and if Scindia had 
not called on Tippoo to comply with its stipulation relative to Hyder. 

Neither the death of the “ obstinate ’* Hyder, as you call him, the apparent 
interest of his successor to make peace, nor even the actual ratification of the 
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Maliratta treaty, of which, we gave you certain hopes, could change that ground 
of policy which in all countries, hut especially in this, forms the readiest and 
the easiest road to peace. 

That policy consists in a vigorous prosecution of the war ; moderation 
amidst success, firmness in every adverse change of fortune, hut a guarded avoid- 
ance of that submission which in eagerly soliciting and courting pacific arrange- 
ments adds to the insolence, encourages the obstinacy, and justifies the perse- 
verance of the enemy in war, and in every case gives him the plea of dictating 
his conditions. 

In this light we were apprehensive that the letter which your President 
wrote to Mr. David Anderson, pressing so anxiously upon him the immediate 
necessity of a Mahratta peace, would, if its contents became known to the enemy, 
most decidedly counteract the object of the representation. Put it is needless to 
dwell upon the truth of a principle so ineontestibly ascertained in all ages and 
countries, and which extends its operations even to the common transactions 
of life. In these it is known that an urgent desire in any person to obtain 
what another has to bestow at an optional price is the direct means of raising 
the conditions of that price. Even with our most civilized enemies we doubt 
much whether visible anxiety to conclude peace with them and a pathetic 
deprecation of their severity towards their prisoners would not induce them to 
raise the conditions and delay the conclusion of peace. Yet our civilized enemies 
know clearly that our means to continue the war*, or our necessities to conclude 
peace, are the same, whether we seek peace with as seeming anxiety or affected 
indifference. Among the native powers of this country, to solicit peace is to 
acknowledge submission and to ask the conqueror to dictate his terms. 

It was not to submit to terms thus dictated that this Government has 
agreed to give up our conquest in the Mahratta country ; and has in the course 
of the last eighteen months supplied your Presidency and that of Bombay, to 
co-operate for your relief, with resources of war, supply, and provisions, and 
treasure to nearly the amount of three millions sterling. 

But lest it should be alleged that in the general warmth of the preceding 
discussion we have avoided giving you a calm and explicit answer to all your 
requisitions, we shall now proceed to give you our opinion fully upon every 
case which you have stated to us. 

With respect to the Rani of Mysore we do not think ourselves competent 
to judge of the propriety or expediency of such a treaty, the grounds of it not 
being suflBoiently detailed, nor even the identity of the persons with whom it 
is proposed to make it sufficiently ascertained ; but we conceive it to be a point 
which does not immediately press, and wish therefore to leave it to your consi- 
deration, aided by the advice of Sir Eyre Ooote, without whose concurrence we 
hope you will not conclucfe any agreement with the Rani. 

We find that through some mistake our sentiments upon your letter to 
ITizam Ally have not been communicated to you, though we believed they had 
been, and indeed our general opinion on the same subject was intimated to you 
in our letter of 12th December 1782. W^e wish at this time to avoid jthe dis- 
cussion of a subject which might produce an unreasonable disagreement with 
the Nizam Ally, which is the more likely to happen from the effects of his 
disappointment in the fortunate conclusion of our treaty with the Peshwa 
against the wishes which he had formed to be made the principal instrument^ in 
accomplishing it, and upon the recent termination of his civil war with 
Testesham Jung. 

The claims of the Company to the possession of the Ciroar of Guntoor are 
not in the least weakened by their suspension, as we shall always have it in our 
power to oppose them to the heavy arrears of the peshkush due to Nizam Ally, 
and both will be better adjusted at some future period. We have therefore 
judged it advisable to retain your Right flon’ble President’s letter, conform- 
able to your permission expressed in the purpose for which you thought it proper 
to transmit it to us. 
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As the Paymaster of the Bengal detachment was placed under the imme- 
diate orders of the Commanderiin-Chief or of the officer in command of that 
corps, we cannot blame him for requiring his authority for furnishing you 
with the accounts which you required from him. We hawe taken it into our 
general consideration to reduce the superfluous expences of the army, and as 
you inform us that “ although the Bengal troops serving on the Coast do not in 
number constitute more than one-fifth of the army, you understand the disburse- 
ments exceed one-half ; ” we shall pay particular attention to the charges and 
accounts of this detachment. 

We are concerned to find by your repeated and pointed reference to the 
requisition made to us in your letter of the 30th June last for “our instructions 
on the event of disposition in the enemy towards a pacification, and on the pro- 
priety of knowing his determination relative to the Mahratta treaty to which 
he had the option of acceding.” We conceived that we had returned a com- 
plete answer on this subject in the letter of the 19th October, in which we told 
you that “ till Hyder Ally is compelled to solicit peace, or is disposed to move 
for an accommodation from some change in his affairs, we imagined that every 
advance to a negotiation with him was but an encouragement to him to persist in 
the war ; that his object is the absolute reduction and possession of the Carnatic, 
and that should he by the aid of his new allies, and through our misfortunes, 
press you to a situation of imminent necessity, that necessity, and your own 
judgment must at once determine your last refuge, and dictate your insti'uc- 
tions.” In effect the treaty which we had concluded with the Peshwa left no 
room for any further negotiation except in the case which we stated of such 
imminent necessity as would leave you without resource for your preservation 
but that of a direct treaty with Hyder Ally Cawn. It was very much to 
be dreaded that a separate negociation between your Government and 
Hyder Ally conducted at the same time, in which we were treating with the 
Mahrattas, especially as our negotiation included the same object as yours 
might be productive of contradictions, and defeat the purposes of both. We, 
therefore, thought it proper to restrict your negotiations but not so absolutely 
as to preclude you from taking those measures which the last necessity might 
require for your own safety. As you seem to think that our expressions upon 
this point have not been sufficiently decisive, as the necessity implied in our 
former reservation cannot any longer exist without such reverse of fortune as 
appear most improbable, and as the treaty now finally concluded with the 
Peshwa not only includes Tippoo Saheb in the general peace, but binds the 
Peshwa himself to the obligation of enforcing it ; we now inform you in the 
plainest terms that we not only do not see any ground or motive for entering 
into any separate or direct treaty with Tippoo Saheb, but we think that such an 
engagement might be construed, if not a breach of our treaty with the Peshwa, 
at least a virtual surrender of the condition of the 9th Article including Tippoo, 
which constitutes the Peshwa the principal in that article, and makes him 
immediately and solely responsible for the observance of it by Tippoo. This 
conclusion is yet more strongly enforced by the information which we have 
lately received both from Mr. Anderson and Mahadajee Scindia ; that they were 
together concerting the proper measures for enforcing the terms of this article 
by the formal notification actually made of it to Tippoo Saheb by Mahadajee 
Scindia, a copy of which we have received and sent to you for your fuller 
information. It is no ill specimen of the mode in which it would become us to 
treat with such an enemy as Tippoo. 

W^ith respect to the instructions which you desire us to give concerning the 

Letter from Fort Sfc. George, stbMwciiWsa. couduct of the Oommander-iu- 

Oaief, we refer you to the resolution oon- 
tained in our letter of the 16th instant for the fullest information of our senti- 
ments and wishes upon this subject. TTe are not certain whether the following 
expression of your letter of the 5th March was intended to convey the sense 
implied in its construction^ that the Commander-in-Chief of the forces, 

while in your Presidency, is subject to the directions of your Committee in like 
manner (as the Company's general instructions express) as he is under ours while 
in* the Presidency of Bengal. We are very unwilling to understand this decla- 
xatioia as meant to preclude Sir Eyre Ooote from the exercise of that unlimited 
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command of the army and conduct of its operations which we formerly advised 
and have since in more positive terms required you to allow him. It is far 
from our intention or wish to change or weaken the constitutional powers of 
your Government, hut as the Court of Directors have given us a general and 
absolute discretion to take the lead (which is their expression in the 3rd para- 
graph of their orders of the 11th April 1781) in all the general operations of 
the wai% and have commanded youi' implicit obedience to our orders, we have, 
in virtue of this authority, required from you in the exercise of your constitu- 
tional powers that forbearance of them in the conduct of all the operations of 
the war which is necessary to enable the Commander- in- Chief to exercise and 
apply them with effect, and how much soever you may conceive your authority 
and responsibility affected by this requisition, you will at least do us the justice 
not to charge it to any partial distrust of your measures since we only enjoin the 
same conduct to you of which we ourselves have already set you the example 
in instances of far greater extent than those which it will be in your power to 
apply it. A latitude given by our superior imposes an indispensable duty in 
cases which require the exercise of it. We think it therefore necessary to explain 
our general conduct upon the subject of this letter by the application of it 
to the common principle on which we must conclude that the orders of 
the Court of Directors, which we have last quoted, was founded, namely, that 
the conduct of a great political system, which involved all the interests of the 
Company throughout all India in cne common concern, required that it should 
be formed and executed by one consistent train of operations in which it was 
absolutely necessary either that your Presidency or that of Bombay or ours 
should take the lead ; and this preference having been accordingly assigned to 
us, what we herein prescribe appears to us to be strictly conformable to the 
intention of the Court of Directors as well as necessary to the general safety of 
the Company’s interests. 

Ere the arrival of this letter you will have received copies of the complaints 
of the Nabob Wallah .Jah, and our proceedings upon them. We think it unneces- 
sary, therefore, to say anything further upon the subject in this place. 

AVe have the honor to he, 


POKT Wllil/TAM, 
The S4th March 1783. 
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Proceedings of tlie Secret Select Committee from 7t}i May to 9tli June 

1783. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 7th May 1783. 

Wednesday. At x Councii, (held at Mr. Stables’ house), present : 

The Hon’bxb Warren Hastings, Governor- General, JBresideut. 
Ed-ward Wheler, Esq. 

John Maophbrson, Esq. 

John Stabebs, Esq. 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the 28th ultimo. 

Read the following letters from Colonel Owen (Duplicate) 

Sir, — Feeling how anxious you must be for information relative to the 
arrival and state of health of Sir Eyre Ooote, permit me to communicate to you 
the particulars of his late voyage, though the accounts I am able to give you of 
the General’s health, are unfortunately for us all, such as impresses us with the 
most poignant gi’ief, and will, I am sure, be to you a most trying recital. 

Our outset began most prosperously, and we were at midnight on the 14th 
instant in latitude 12°40’ distant from the land a degree, expecting next day to 
reach Madras, when at about a league under our lee we perceived four 
large ships’ steering the same course we did. We put about and were more 
distant from them at the break of day, but found they were, enemies — two line- 
of-battle and two frigates. The 'Resolution's best going was by the wind, close 
to it ; we kept standing to the southward, appeai'ed to go full as well as any of the 
chasers, nay gained on them considerably, when the wind increased. For the 
four following days, it being full moon, the night as clear as the day, 
the chase was most indefatigably pursued ; fresh breezes were in the day, calms 
in the night; in the former we bad, in spite of their number, the apparent 
heels of them, but in the calms the frigates by making use of their sweeps and 
tow-boats always regained their distance; during the whole chase the four 
ships were never nearer us than one league, nor further distant than five, till 
the last day, when we ran two of them out of sight, and the two best sailers, 
La Fendant and Coventry, heel down ; this was about 16 leagues from Trin- 
oomalee, when at night on the 18th they gave it up, and I believe steered for 
their port. 

We made immediately the shortest cut to this place, and arrived here this 
morning at dawn. That the Resolution should outstrip the four prime picked 
sailers of the French squadron, for such they were, is astonishing, and would 
have ended most advantageously for us, for we drew off the enemy’s attention 
from the Europe fleet, just aiTiving, which they must otherwise have fallen in 
with, also wdth the Bengal ships steering for the Pesidency (of Madras) had not 
our chase and the consequences of it fell most severely on our valuable friend. 
On the third day, big with the fate of the service, wrapt up with his country 
cause, and feeling, I beheve, his own consequence and the benefit the enemy 
would reap if they captured him, his family also on board and a thousand 
other points crowded on his shattered frame, the trial proved too great, and the 
General dropt on deck, struck with a paralytic stroke ; from that day, he has 
been as ill as mortality is capable of enduring; however, thank God, we have 
got him on shore, better than could have been expected, and I have hopes that 
he may yet recover the use of his right side, and be otherwise in time reinstated. 
The faculty have today great hopes from his being sensible of pain and other 
happy symptoms. 


To — Lietjtbnant-Gbneeal Sib Etrb Coots, K. B., &c., &c., &c. 

SfR, — We have the honour to congratulate you upon , your arrival at this 
Presidency. 

34, F. D. 
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Having a just reliance on your bravery, experience, and reputation, lye 
entertain no doubt, but that the army will, under your command, overcome in 
a short time the forces of the French, now on this coast, since the conquests of 
Greneral Mathews have driven Tippoo Saibfrom the Carnatic, and deprived our 
European enemies of their chief assistance and resource, and since the demoli- 
tion of Negapatam has left them no opportunity of seizing upon a regular post 
of defence along the coast. We trust that we shall have the pleasure soon of 
saying that Sir Eyre Coote has twice expelled the French from the Coast of 
Coromandel. 

Until you can put yourself at the head of the troops, and upon your occa- 
sional visits to the Presidency, we wish that you will please to attend the meet- 
ings of the Select Committee of the Government, of which you shall have 
regular notice for your information ; and observation cannot fail to throw light 
upon the subjects of our discussion, and we are determined to pay the greatest 
attention to your recommendations and opinions, though we do not think it 
consistent with our duty to refrain from the exercise of our own judgement on 
those points which by the constitution of the Company are to rest ixpon onr 
determinations. Our opinion on this subject will appear more fully to you by 
our answer to a letter from the Governor-General and Council of Bengal, men- 
tioning the repetition of their recommendation of the 11th March 1782, and 
lest that the recommendation should lead you into any mistake as to the 
authority you possess, we think it necessary to declai’e to you that the whole 
executive power, civil and military, is lodged in the Governor and Council or 
Select Committee thereof, of which when here you are a member, and not in 
any individual thereof, and cannot he transferred otherwise than by an express 
Act of Parliament, or by an express order of the Company. !N either of which 
has ordered such a transfer, and that in pursuance of the Begulations of 1774, 
we hold you amenable to our orders, in like manner as you are amenable to 
the Presidency of Bengal when there ; and we give you express notice that we 
shall hold it unwarrantable in you to do any act except in such matters of 
detail as the B-egulations of 177 1 and 1778 allow without our participation, or 
such others as time may not allow you to consult us about. "We think it like- 
wise necessary to inform you that as the Court of Dii'eotors has been pleased to 
order that the assignment made by His Highness the Nabob to our President 
on the part of the Company be rendered effectual, it is our express desii’e and 
direction to you that as far as may depend upon you in the course of your 
command you will support the aumildars, renters, or managers appointed by 
virtue of assignment, and actually employed in the management of the assigned 
countries or such others as shall be made to you by us, and that you will not 
in any manner authorize or allow, as far as your authority may extend, any 
interference whatever with such aumildars, renters, or managers under any 
pretence whatever. 

The purpose of avoiding differences also to the disposal of the troops sent 
by His Majesty to the assistance of the India Company and paid from its 
treasury, w,e think it proper likewise to enclose to you a minute of our Presi- 
dent of the 10th December last, and of which minute we have unanimously 
adopted the sentiments, and we trust that this early notice will prevent any 
attempt to dispose of His Majesty’s troops otherwise than as we shall see most 
conducive to the welfare of the Company and of the State. 

We have the honour to be 
Sib, 

Xour most obedient, bumble servants, 

Eobt St. Gbobgb, ■) MACAETNEY. 

[ Anxh. SADLIER. 

The Mth ^pril 1783. ) Abex. DAVIDSON. 

A true copy, 

GEORGE TYLER, 

jd-ssistunt SeeretcbTy to the Gomino>'iider-in-ChieJ'' 
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BLon’bIiE SrR AND Sms, — The communication of what I am most cruelly 
necessitated to relate will fill you witli extreme distress. Your good and 
great General, Sir Eyre Coote, is no more, orn down by severe illness, and 
fatigue both of body and mind, a very martyr to the public cause. He, this 
afternoon about five oclock, resigned his breath, thank God, seeming without 
pain ; his last two days were remarkably placid and serene. 

The shock our country’s interests will sustain by this most severe of 
blows is too evident. I feel the powers of this subject so forcibly, and am at 
present so unequal to dwelling on it, that X entreat your indu’gence for not 
Being more particular in the recital. The army, the State, the British world, 
as well as his family and connexions, have suffered a most irreparable loss, 
but no one can be more materially or truly affected by it than, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your very devoted, obliged, 
and obedient servant, 

Pout St. Gtsobge, ■) A. OWEN. 

The 27th April 1783.} 


Thinking it of the utmost consequences that your Hon’ble Supreme Board 
should be acquainted as early as possible with the above melancholy intelli- 
gence, I applied to Sir Edward Hughes for this despatch by sea. The funeral 
is to be tomorrow afternoon, and I shall on the following morning deliver over 
the Government here, the five lakhs of of rupees which came on the S,esolution, 
consigned to Sir Eyre Ooote. 

A. O. 


The first object of these dispatches, and that which forces itself almost 
exclusively on the attention of the Board is the irreparable loss which they 
have sustained by the death of the late (Jommander-in-Chief. 

Agreed to order that sixty minute guns be fired in Port William, and at 
every principal station of the army, in honour of his memory, that number 
corresponding the nearest with the apparent age of the late Commander-in- 
Chief. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 12th May 1783. 

Monday. Ax a Coitncix, teesbnx : 

The Hon’bde Waeren Hastings, Qovernor-Generalt President. 
Edward Whblbr, Esq. 

John Maobhbrson, Esq. 


Head and approved the Proceedings of the 7th instant. 

Resolved that the following letter he written to Port St. George in reply to the letter 
recorded in last Consultation under date the 19 th April. 

On the 7th instant we had the honour to receive your letter of the 28th 
ultimo by the Lizard^ and very soon after the post brought us yours of the 
19th. 

The cause which gave rise to the contents of the letter, the latter being 
now removed by the misfortune of Sir Eyre Ooote’s death, we think it unneces- 
sary to renew the subject of it here. 
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You inform us that from the moment of his arrival he was too ill to have 
any personal application made to him, yet we are astonished to receive from 
Colonel Owen the copy of a letter which while at the point of death you thought 
it proper to address him, under date the 24th ultimo, concerning the restriction 
of his power in military affairs, and which without any occasion for it given hy 
him is conceived in such terms of disrespect, and we may say insult, that had 
the gentlemen of his family who received it been so indiscreet as to have com- 
municated it to him, if (as was not the case) he could have been made sensible 
of its contents, we are persuaded that it must have hastened his end, for to a 
person of his delicate and irritable feelings even in health such a production 
which no occasion demanded, and so was consequently unexpected, could not 
fail to provoke discussion, and which with whatever view it was written must 
have been prejudiced and perhaps fatal to the public service. 

We shall make no further comments upon this letter, but we think the 
nature of it so extraordinary, and the delivery of it so ill timed, that we shall 
deem it incumbent on us to transmit it to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors 
by the next despatch and submit it to their justice. 

We had no particular advices to transmit to you at the period of Sir Eyre 
Coote’s departure, and such dispatches as he carried with him we find reached you 
earlier in duplicate by land. The instructions which he was furnished with for 
his guidance are now of course extinct as they applied to circumstances which 
no longer exist. They stand recorded upon our proceedings but we think it 
unnecessary to transmit you a copy of them, not knowing any purpose it could 
answer but perhaps to furnish new grounds for those (iiscussions, which from 
the consistent tenor of your letters appear to be agreeable to you, although we 
must confess we find them wholly unprofitable to the public. 

We have already given orders for the delivery of the treasure which was 
consigned to the late Sir Eyre Coote to your directions. We were induced by 
the special desire of the General to make the consignment of the treasure 
intended for the use of the army directly to him that he might be able at all 
times to command and dispose of it as the exigencies of the service conducted 
under his own eye should require it. We had also a further motive from find- 
ing that Sir Byre Coote had been under the necessity of pledging his own 
private credit for the loan of one lakh of pagodas from the Admiral, at a time 
when the necessities of the troops were so great they they could not have 
marched to the relief of Vellore w'ithout this casual supply, and that although Sir 
Eyre Coote promised that it should be repaid out of the next remittance from us 
it remained still due at the time of Ids departure from Bengal. 

As you have promised us that in a very few days we shall receive lettei's 
and enclosures from you on that subject of our orders respecting the assign- 
ment of the Carnatic, to which you beseech our most serious attention, we shall 
wait for the arrival of those letters before we. proceed to enter into any further 
consideration of that business. 

We are, with esteem, 

PoKT WiLtiTAM, ■> 

The 12th May 1783. > 


Bead the following letter from Mr. Bristow : — 

HoN’BiiB Sib, — In additon to what I have urged in my address of this date 
to this Board I hope I shall meet with yonr excuse for representing some fur- 
ther circumstances relative to the Begum. 

I have experienced great embarrassment in treating with her, for as the 
mother of the Vizier the people look up to her with respect, and any harsh mea- 
sure practised against women of her rank create discontent and affect our 
national character. Her conduct in withholding His Excellency’s patrimony 
and during the troubles at Benares, justly lost her that attention and regard to 
which she would have been otherwise entitled, stjll she is the mother of the 
prince of the country, and the religious prejudices of Musselmen prevail too 
strongly in their minds for them to forget her situation. Superior wisdom will 
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guide your measures, and I shall ■willingly execute every order I may recei've, 
but I think it my duty, and a tribute I owe to the confidence you have placed in 
me, freely and candidly to offer my sentiments on such subjects as from a near 
view may present difiGLculties that would not occur to persons at a distance. 

I would recommend every persuasive argument might he 'urged to the 
Begum to induce her to fulfil her engagements. I would even endeavour to 
convince her that it was intended to renew the restraints upon her, hut I really 
think it not advisable to carry them into execution. 


Lucknow, 

The 31st March 1783. 


} 


I have the honour to he, with the greatest respect, 
HON’BIiE SlE, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

JOHN BBISTOW, 

Resident at the Visier*s Qourt. 


Translation of a letter from Mb. Bbistow to the Begum. 

I have had the honour to receive your letters. 'Whereas the prosperity and 
welfare of the Vizier’s affairs are the earnest wish of the Governor-General, 
I have in obedience to my instructions represented to His Excellency that I 
should conform to his pleasure in whatever he might think proper to direct. I 
am happy to convey his commands that Major Gilpin shall on the arrival of 
Auffrin Ally Cawn march from Eyzabad, and immediately release Bahar Ally 
Oawn and Joahur Ally Cawn. This measure affords me the greater pleasure 
as I am persuaded, from the kind expressions in your letters, of the regard you 
entertain for the Vizier being dearer to you than life, that you will in future 
consult and cherish his interests. 

It is probable the Vizier would have continued the restraints upon Your 
Excellency if the Governor- General had not, out of respect for the ties which 
bind you, and from a natural benevolence of disposition given his assent. The 
strict alliance subsisting between the. Governor- General and the Vizier will ever 
render an union of Councils and measure the line of conduct of both Govern- 
ments, and it is a most pleasing circumstance to me to convey the Governor- 
General’s approbation of the restoration of Your Excellency to the dignity and 
consequence to which your high rank and birth justly entitle you. 

I beg leave to return my thanks for the sense you express of the becoming 
conduct of Major Gilpin in the execution of his duty. 

Permit me to remind Your Excellency that there is still a balance of above 
five lakhs due on account of your engagements, and as you promised imme- 
diately on the enlargement of your eunuchs to pay that sum, I hope you will 
excuse my solicitations and E^surances that by a compliance you will render a 
service both to the Vizier and the Company, whose affairs at present require 
the assistance of every pecuniary, aid. 


A true translation, 
BOBERT GREGORY, 
Assistant at the V%zier*s Court, 


84 F. D. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 12th to 30th June 

1783. 


Secret Dept., Eort William, the 12th June 1783. 

Thursday. At a Cotnsroiii, present: 

ThbHon’bee Warren Hastings, Governor- General, jPresident, 
Ed-ware Whbdbr, Esq. 

John Macpherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

The Proceeding's of the 9th instant read and approved. 


My dear Sir, — I had yesterday the honor of informing you of the 
message I sent to the Nabob through the Minister respecting the jagheers, to 
which His Excellency this morning returned me a reply, purporting that if the 
measure proposed was intended to procure the payment of his balance due to 
the Company, he could better and more expeditiously effect that object by taking 
from his mother what she is very able to spare, and what he has an undoubted 
right, as he conceives, to exact from her. The present debt to the Company, as 
he with truth observes, is in great part handed down from his father, and the 
funds from which he might have been enabled to liquidate it, it is notorious 
were withheld from him by the Begum on the late Nabob’s death ; that accord- 
ing to the laws of the Koran, and the invariable custom of the country, he is 
justly entitled to the whole estate and treasures of his father, and could legally 
demand their being put in his possession, but that the sum he desired to take from 
his mother (about 60 lacks) bears no sort of proportion to the immense wealth 
which fell into her hands on the death of his father, nor would it bear at all 
hard upon her, as he knows how much her treasures exceed that sum. All, 
therefore, that he asks, is not to be interrupted in recovering a part of his 
hereditary right, by which he will be enabled to discharge immediately the 
whole of his debt to the Company. 

This, my dear Sir, is a flattering proposition, and as to the point of right, 
admitting it to be less clear and defined than the Nabob chooses to consider it, 
you may possibly be of opinion that the conduct of the Begums on the late 
disturbances at Benares, as set forth in the several testimonies laid before you, 
has forfeited any claim they might originally have had to the protection and 
mediation of the Company; and further that it may not be politic, or yet 
perfectly safe, to trust them any longer with such powerful means of promoting 
an opposition to our interests. 

Eor my own- part I am so well persuaded of the disaffection of the Begums, 
particularly the present Nabob’s mother, to our cause, and of their promptitude 
to unite in any measure -to distress us, that I could very easily^ reconcfle it to 
my conscience to assist the Nabob instead of obstructing him, in wresting from 
them every benefit they enjoy beyond a decent maintenance ; however this m 
only my own opinion, and by no means meant to influence yours. The Nabob 
.-writes to you himself on this subject, and you have his let-ter inclosed. Neither 
he nor I expect that you should give a formal sanction to the measure proposed. 
It -will be sufficient that you but hint your opinion upon it, and enable me to 
inform His Excellency whether you would or would not oppose his desi^. 
Bet me intreat you, therefore, my dear Sir, to favour me with a line by the 
return of the dawk, and if your sentiments should happen to accord -with my 

35 B. D. 
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owrij I doubt not but I should be able to congratulate you in a very short 
space of time upon the remittance of a handsome sum to the Presidency. 

I am, most respectfully, 

liUOKNOw, \ Nath. MIDDLETON. 

The 2nd December 1781. j 


_p,^,_'Vrhatever may be your resolution upon the subject of this letter it 
will be expedient to keep it secret. The resumption of the jagheers it is neces- 
sary to suspend until I have your sentiments on this letter. 


To The ■Waub.en Hastings, Governor-General in Council, &c., &c., &e. 

Sib,, — ^The Nabob Vizier having appointed an Aumil to take charge of the 
Begum’s jagheers, she has, it appears, prepared a large body of troops with a sup- 
posed design to resist him. A violent and threatening letter which I have just re- 
ceived from the Begum would seem to leave no doubt of her intentions to support 
the already declared licentiousness of her servants in opposing the Nabob’s orders. 
I have therefore been obliged to join my solicitation to the Vizier’s for obtaining 
a regiment from Colonel Morgan to support the Aumil in the execution of 
His Excellency’s commands, and I may add that unless my judgment, far 
misleads me, we shall be in want of still further aid before the measure of 
resuming the jagheers shall become fully established, and the country restored 
to that state of tranquillity and subordination which it enjoyed before the con- 
tagion spread by Ohyet Sing’s machinations. 

I enclose a copy of my letter to Colonel Morgan, and have the honour to 
be with great respect, 

Lucknow, ■) Nath. MIDDLETON, 

The 19th December 1781. 3 JELesident at the Court of the Vizier, 


To — Me.. Middleton. 

Sib, — My mind has been for some days suspended between opposite im- 
pulses, one arising from the necessity of my return to Calcutta, the other from 
the apprehension of my presence being more necessary and more urgently 
wanted at Lucknow. Xour answer to this shall decide my choice. 

I have waited thus long in the hopes of hearing that some progress had 
been made in the execution of the plan which I concluded with the Nabob in 
September last. I do not find that any step towards it has been yet taken, 
though three months are elapsed, and little more than that period did appear 
to me requisite to have accomphshed the most essential parts of it, and to have 
brought the whole into train. This tardiness, and the opposition prepared to 
the only decided act yet undertaken, have a bad appearance. I approve the 
Nabob’s resolution to deprive the Begums of their ill-employed treasure. In 
both services it must be your care to prevent an abuse of the power given to 
those that are employed in them. You yourself ought to be personally present. 
Tou must not allow any negociations or forbearance, but must prosecute both 
services until the Begums are at the entire mercy of the Nabob, their jagheers 
in the quiet possession of his Aumils, and their wealth in such charge as may 
s^ure it against private embezzlement. You will have a force more than suffi- 
cient to efEect both purposes. 

The reformation of his army and the new settlement of hia revenues are 
also points of immediate concern and ought to be immediately concluded. TTa a 
anything been done to either ? 

I now demand, and require you most solemnly to answer me. Are you con- 
fident in your own ability to accomplish all these purposes, and the other points 
of my instructions. If you reply that you are, I will depart with a quiet and 
assured mind to the Presidency, but leave you a dreadful responsibility if you 
disappoint me. If you tell me that you cannot rely upon your and the other 
means which you possess for performing these services, I will free you from 
the charge'. I 'v^l proceed myself to Lucknow, and I will myself under- 
take them, and in that case I desire that you will immediately order bearers to 
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1)6 stationed for laiyself and tb.e other gentlemen between Luelcnow and Allaha- 
bad, and I will set out from hence in three days after the receipt of your letter. 

I am sorry that ^ I am under the necessity of writing in this pressing 
manner. I trust implicitly to your integrity. I am certain of your attachment 
to myself, and I know that your capacity is equal to any service, but I must 
express my doubts of your firmness and activity, and above aU of your recollec- 
tion of my instructions and of their importance. 

My conduct in the late arrangements will be arraigned with all the rancour 
of disappointed rapacity,^ and my reputation and influence will suffer a 
mortal wound from the failure of them. They have already failed in a degree ; 
since no part of them has yet taken place but the removal of vour forces from 
the Douab and ilohilound, and of the British ofdcers and pensioners from the 
service of the Nabob, and the expenses of the former thrown without any com- 
pensation on the Company. 

I expect "^a supply of money eq[ual to the discharge of all the Nabob’s 
arrears, and am much disappointed and mortified that I am not now able to 
return with it. 

Give me an immediate answer to the question which I have herein proposed 
that I may lose no more time in fruitless inaction. 

I am, 

Sir, &c., 

Benares, ■> WARBEN HASTINGS. 

The 26th December 1781. i 


To — The Hon’blb "Waureit Hastings, Governor- General, &e., &e., &e. 

The very great inconvenience, loss, and indignities to which the Vizier has 
long been subject from the authority and dominion assumed and exercised by 
the jaghirdars with the support of armed force, and the impossibility of striking 
out any medium by which these evils could effectually be remedied, have 
induced His Excellency to resume all the jagheer and mawf ee lands throughout 
his country, promising to such persons as have just or equitable claims to his 
bounty, or those guaranteed by the Company for the amount of their jagheer, 
allowances in ready money equal to the net sum they shall appear to have 
annually realized from their jagheers. 

This measure, the utility and I may add the absolute necessity whereof, 
will not be disputed by any one who has had an opportunity of observing the 
conduct of the jaghirdars in general, and particularly some whose incomes 
enabled them to maintain armies not only superior to those of the Aumils of 
the country, who should be properly a check upon them, but even suffiLeient to 
resist the force of the State itself, has met with violent opposition from the 
Bhow Begum, who falls particularly imder the last description, and whose 
power is rendered the more pernicious and dangerous, first from its being 
wholly delegated to her servants, who have their own views of ambition and 
interest to answer, and in the next place from the reluctance with which the 
Ministers, and even the Nabob himself, interfere with any concerns of the 
Begum. 

Erom these two circumstances, strengthened by the immense wealth in her 
possession, also intrusted to her two chief eunuchs Bahar and Jo war Ally Oawn, 
and her unreasonable expectations of support from the English Government, 
of all which she and her servants avail themselves to the utmost, she is become 
one of the most serious internal evils that among others seems to bid fair to 
give great disturbance to this country. 

The great awe in which the Nabob, and of course every one under him, 
stands of her displeasure, leaves without bounds or restraint the effects of her 
uncommonly violent temper. Heath and destruction is the least menace she 
denounces upon the most trifling opposition to her caprice. By her own 
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conduofc, an d that of all her agents and dependants during the Benares trou- 
bles, it may with truth and justice he affirmed she forfeited every claim she had 
to the protection of the English Government, as she evidently, and, it is confi- 
dently said, avowedly espoused the cause of Rajah Oheyt Sing, and united in. 
the idea and plan of a general extirpation of their race and power in Hindostan. 

Her agent at Taundar, who is the eheyla and adopted son of Bahr Ally 
Oawn, her principal Minister, treacherously turned his guns upon Eieutenant 
Gordon’s detachment, and was by that gentleman’s account the sole cause of 
the loss of it. She gave every encouragement in her power to the adherents of 
Cheyt Sing, by her agents assisted them in raising troops in the town of 
Eyzabad, promised and, as is generally believed, actually advanced money to 
the rebellious Rajas of the Vizier’s country, raised troops to support them, 
and issued perwannahs for their operations against the forts garrisoned by the 
Nabob’s troops under the command of British officers, all which is fully stated 
in the depositions made by Colonel Hannay and the gentlemen of his corps. 
Notwithstanding all these facts, upon the general resumption of the jagheers I 
made the rents of her lands payable to me under an engagement of making 
the account good to her by such instalments as she might direct, in return for 
which I have received letters from her containing the most gross abuse and 
the wildest threats that can be transcribed, copies of which I have the honour 
to enclose. 

Her chief agent, Bahr Ally Oawn, has marched a considerable force into 
Nabobgunge, one of her jagheers, declaring that if any attempt is made to 
resume it he will lay the whole country of Goonda waste. These declared 
and repeated acts of rebellion are surely more than sufficient to forfeit all claim 
whatever to the interference in her behalf from our Government, and if some 
stop is not immediately put to it, it appears but too certain that she will light 
a fiame throughout these provinces, which, if not difficult to extinguish, will at 
least put a heavy bar to the Company’s collections here. 

I cannot, therefore, avoid making these representations to you, or doubt 
you will approve of the Vizier’s immediately taking those steps which may be 
necessary for effectually establishing his government and authority, and depriv- 
ing the Begum of those great resources which she has shewn it would be ex- 
tremely impolitic and unsafe to trust longer in her hands. On this subject the 
Nabob has communicated to me his sentiments in a long letter, copy whereof 
I have the honour to enclose you, in which you will observe he signifies his 
intention of prosecuting his legal claims upon her for the public treasure and 
effects belonging to his inheritance from his father, which she detains from 
him and squanders in such destructive purposes, while he is overwhelmed by 
public debts, principally incurred by his predecessor ; and on account of his 
inability to discharge which the Company have indispensably been driven to 
take upon themselves the burthen of a large military establishment hitherto 
entertained for their service at the charge of the Nabob. 

On this head I think it tmnecessary to offer any remark since a reference 
to the established laws and customs of the country will sufficiently prove His 
Excellency’s inherent right to claim the property of his predecessor. 

I must also take the liberty to add my opinion that unless Eyzullah Cawn, 
remotely situated as he is out of reach of interruption in the centre of his 
own tribe and country, connected uninterruptedly with the other two remain- 
ing Patan powers, becomes included in this general reform of the jagheers or 
some effectual check imposed upon him, the whole may prove abortive, which 
if fully enforced may save this country and with it possibly much of our own 
blood and treasure. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Nath. MIDDLETON, 

Resident at the Vizier^ s Court. 
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From the Bhow Begum to the Besident. 

The underwritten particulars have just come to my knowledge, that the 
Nabob’s orders to Meer Mahboob Ally are arrived directing the resumption of 
Nabobgunge on the other side of the river, and Benegunge my jagheer and 
for him^ to ^ take charge thereof, also that the charge of Pergunna Salone my 
jagheer is given to Meer Nazir Ally. Everything respecting myself is speci- 
fied in your caulnama. Hitherto no interference has taken place by anyone. 
I avq, at a loss to account for the present measure. On what plea has the 
Nabob resumed my jagheer, or what are his intentions? While you are Resi- 
dent can such proceedings be admitted ? Express your disapprobation that it 
may not be carried into effect. Before application was made through Moulvie 
Puzzle Azeem Cawn to me for Eowanah talook my jagheer, when I wrote Hus- 
sein Reza Oawn and Hyder Beg Cawn oh the subject who silenced Moulvie 
Puzzle Azeem Khan, but now the resumption of my jagheer is resolved on. 

The jagheer is not the grant of the Nabob that he should resume it. Let 
those who granted resume it ; the Nabob has nothing to do with me. Let me 
have a speedy answer. Cormtermand the order to Meer Nazir Ally for the re- 
sumption of my jagheer. The present state of matters is trifling but the 
consequences shall be great. 


Prom the Resident to the Bhow Begnm. 

I have received your letter and recapitulated the contents. The Nabob has 
thought proper, on account of the inconveniences, loss, and indignities he sus- 
tains from the authority exercised by the jagheerdars throughout the coimtry, 
to resume all the jagheers in his dominions, in which yours is necessarily 
included ; but as the amount of your jagheer is confirmed to you by a written 
agreement between you and the Nabob, and guaranteed by Mr. Bristow in 
behalf of the Governor-General and Council, it will be made good to you in 
ready money. If you will, therefore, be pleased to transmit me an accurate 
account of the amount you realized from your several jagheers, gunges, bazars, 
&c., as specified in the caulnama, after deducting the expenses of collection, 
Sebundee, and all other charges, I will pledge myself that the said sum shall 
be regularly remitted to you at such stated times and in such proportions as 
you shall prescribe. As to anything further His Excellency is master. 


From the Bhow Begum to Httssein Reza Cawn. 

I find that Meer Nasir Ally has been vested with charge of Pergunna 
Salone, my jagheer, which to me is unaccountable. Prom whence proceeds His 
Excellency’s interference with my jagheer ; the jagheer is not from his grant 
that he should resume it. What his intentions may be I am at a loss to form 
an idea of. Note this, that if my jagheer falls the .country shall not stand. 
Remember this, and make the Nabob acquainted with it. It is not well that 
for a trifling matter much trouble should be occasioned. Recall the Aumil to 
whom the charge of the jagheer of Salone has been given, if not, it will not 
be we>ll done. Hitherto I have been silent and patient, but I cannot continue 
so longer. Whence this resolution for the restunption of my jagheer ? Let 
me have your answer speedily. 


From the Bhow Begum to the .Resident. 

The particulars I have written to you respecting my jagheers having 
arrived will be read by you. The Nabob has sent Aumils to take charge of 
them. The caulnama under your seal is in my possession, in which all inter- 
ference with my jagheers is disclaimed, as well as all demands on me for money. 
Now the engagements of the Nabob are disregarded although the English are 
at hand. 
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I shall in ten days, the Mohurrum being over, proceed to Lucknow, where 
having fully explained and adjusted affairs, I shall repair wherever my will may 
direct. Your being at Lucknow will expedite the clearing and closing the affair. 
Let there be no interference with my jagheer previous to my arrival at Lucknow, 
neither vexatiously interfere with my people. I am repairing to Lucknow, 
wherefore this precipitation ? You are guarantee for the Oaulnama. Should the 
country be lost to me it shall be lost to all. I give you this intimation. Note it. 


From the Bhow Begum to the Resident. 

Having written to you particularly respecting my jagheers, you are ac- 
quainted therewith. Now the Nabob’s order to Meer Mahboob Ally is arrived 
directing the resumption of my jagheers, NsCbobgunge on the other side of 
the river, and Benegunge, and their amount collections to be paid into the 
treasury. Whence this measure ? You are acquainted with the purport of the 
caulnama disclaiming all the interference with my jagheers, and by the 
blessing of God are at hand for my benefit, yet am I astonished with this 
proceeding. The jagheers were not granted by the Nabob that he should 
resume them. What has he resolved against me ? The consequences shall be 
extremities. There has been a friendship of a long date subsisting between the 
English Government and me. I understand Aumils for other of my jagheers are 
in agitation. Interpose and put a stop to such proceeding. Application was 
made before by Moulvie h'uzzle Azeem Cawn for Lowanah talook, my jagheer, 
on which I wrote to Hussein Eeza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn, who explained 
the matter to the Moulvie and caused the matter to be dropped. 

Hussein Eeza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn are my professed friends. The 
business I write to them on is effected. I am now convinced this trouble is 
caused by Moulvie Puzzle Azeem Cawn, make known to him your displeasure at it 
that this affair may be relinquished forbidding him ever to enter on the subject 
of my jagheers to prevent any further interference of this kind therewith. 


From the Resident to the Bhow Beg-um. 

I had the honor to reply to your former letter yesterday, to the contents 
of which I must beg leave to refer you. As far as relates to securing you the 
actual income of your jagheers, gunges, bazars, <&c., as set forth in the oaulnama 
subsisting between you and His Excellency the Nabob, I certainly am bound in 
duty to interfere, because the faith of the Governor- General and Council, my 
masters, has been pledged to you for it, and I am ready, as I before informed you, 
to settle that point to your satisfaction, but as to continuing the lands, &c., in 
the form you have hitherto held them. His Excellency the Nabob is the master 
and I cannot oppose his pleasure. It behoves you to reflect well on this matter- 
I am equally the friend of you and your son the Nabob, and can have no 
prejudices in favour of one or the other. His Excellency declares, and I have 
seen myself, too_ many proofs to doubt it, that the authority and dominions 
exercised by the jagheerdars is extremely prejudicial to his revenue and gov- 
ernment, a medium therefore being proposed by which you lose nothing and 
His ExceUeney gains so much. I should hope you would not continue to reject 
it since ^ it is unquestionably the same to you whether you receive the income 
of your jagheer through the channel of an Aumil appointed under the Nabob’s 
authority or from the hands of your own immediate agent. Eor the regular 
remittance of whatever net income you may heretofore have received from 
your jagheers, I willingly make myself responsible, but I again repeat that- in 
all other respects the Nabob is master. What more shall I say ? 


From the Bhow Begum to the Resident. 

I understand from Hussein Eeza Cawn that he has spoken to you concern- 
ing “ay jagheers, and that you in reply should say that the Nabob’s sending 
Annuls into my jagheers w^s not of any consequence or prejudice. If these 
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are your sentiments I cannot but be much astonished. Had any other person 
expressed such, I should not have felt it, but imputed them to his ignorance. 
Since I heard that you should have declared such as the above I have been in des- 
pair, as I cannot think the country any longer proper for my remaining in it, as 
those who bound themselves by engagements now disregard them. After the 
Mohurrum is past, I shall repair to Lucknow and take my leave of it to sojourn 
elsewhere as necessitated by the gentlemen at Lucknow, and as my inclination 
once led me, and is now God’s decree, though should I be necessitated to quit 
the country God grant that no soul may be able to remain in it in peace. The 
power of existence rests not with you, but God. Xou are a ruler of the coun- 
ti^ and can take^ to yourself the jagheers of others. Many are involved in 
distress. Pride is not countenanced by God. How long is to be the period of 
your reign ? Infamy is your due. The countries of Puttaghur, Oude, &e., yield 
four erore of rupees. If they are not su£S.cient to satisfy you, what can my 
jagheers contribute towards it, and why without my knowledge should Aumils 
be sent into them, if you mean to proceed in this mode send Aumils intoNudjif 
Cawn’s country, &c., and try the consequences. While I do remain in the 
country recall the Aumils from my jagheers. Why so precipitate ? Be assured 
I shall with expedition take my departure. 


From the Resident to the Rhow Begum. 

A person assuming your name has just arrived herewith a letter under 
your seal addressed to me, but as I cannot believe either from the subject- 
matter or the style that it can have been dictated by you, or written with 
your knowledge, I enclose a copy of it that you may detect the forgery and 
inflict a proper exemplary punishment on the person who shall have dared 
thus to abuse your confidence and insult me. 


To — Nathaniel Middleton, Esq. 

Sib, — I have been deceived I know not yet by whom. 

The agreement which I concluded with the Vizier has yet served only to 
gratify revenge on some concealed interest, and to make me odious to my own 
countrymen. 

The temporary brigade is withdrawn and its expenoe thrown on the Com- 
pany without any equivalent. 

The English ofBcers and pensioners dismissed. 

The English Resident withdrawn from Eurruckabad to give place to a 
worse tyranny, and the Nabob aflBicted and offended at my opposition to the 
latter. 

The Nabob afiBLicted and desponding because I oppose his invading 
PyzuUa Cawn when he is confesse^y unable to suppress the sedition of his 
own subjects. 

The resumption of the jagheers withheld for three months now attempted 
against the Nabob’s consent, although originally solicited by himself ; a regiment 
of sepoys required for its execution which you declare to be insufficient, and 
when I ordered a competent force you countermand it because the Nabob will 
not approve it. 

It was stipulated that a complete brigade should be stationed at Cawnpore 
for the protection of the Nabob’s paternal dominions, but that if he wanted a 
further aid he should pay for it. He wants a further aid. I require that it shall 
be charged to his account. You tell me that though it is wanted you dare not 
let it come, and Mr. Johnson calls it ordering the temporary brigade to be again 
put on the Vizier’s list. 

I cannot wait your answer to my letter but have written a letter to the 
Nabob, which I desire you to present to him, and tell him that if he suspects 
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the motive of my interference, I will withdraw it altogether, both the Resi- 
dency and the army, but he must first pay the balance of his debts to the Com- 
pany. I will not hazard the Company’s arms in scanty detachments for services 
to which they are declared to be unequal, nor will I break the strength of the 
brigade while the Mahrattas are yet on his borders and the peace with them 
imperfectly concluded. 

I agreed to the Nabob’s requisitions from a desire to relieve him from a 
state of distress, and to enable him to discharge his debt to the Company. 
You know these were my only objects. Have either of those been attained, or 
has any step been yet taken to attain them ? If you say they have let me 
know what has been done or what attempted. 

I must desire that your letters upon all official and public subjects may be 
official. I cannot receive any or avail myself of them as private, and my 
reputation and character have been too far committed to admit of an intercourse 
which I cannot use as authority. 

_Tou will be cautious that the Nabob does not misconceive my letter as 
bearing any expression of displeasure towards him. I think him too deceived. 
I wish him to regard me as his friend, and to confide both in my faith and 
attachment. I am willing to give him undoubted proofs of both. I will do 
nothing for the preservation of his interests against his will, but I will not 
hazard the safety and honor of our arms, nor sacrifice the Company’s interest 
and rights to the caprice of his advisers. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

Benaebs, ■) WARREN HASTINGS. 

The 1st January 1782, S 


To Mb. Middleton. 

SiE,— “I have received your letter of the 30th December and shall reply 
to them fully. It has afforded some relief to the anxiety which I have felt. 
If you have not already declared to the Nabob the explanation which I desired 
you to give him of the sentiments expressed in my letter I desire you to defer 
it, till you hear further from me. In the meantime you may assure him that 
whatever is written in the agreement concluded between us at Chunar shall be 
literally and firmly observed on my part. I shall immediately compare it for 
that purpose with the measures now imder consideration. 


Bbnaees, 

The 2nd January 178^ 




I am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 
WARREN HASTINGS. 


To Nathaniel Middleton, Esq. 

SiE,-~I have already acknowledged .the receipt of your letter of the 30th 
and am deternamed by the assurances and promises made to me in it to return 
to Calcutta^, and shall leave to you the charge and execution of the measures 
necessary to the execution of the agreement concluded between the Nabob 
Vizier and myself m September last. 

Ar ,, , as I am to trast to your declarations, I cannot avoid yielding to the 

^ubts suggested by the mconsistencies of your representations of their grounds. 

told me that the Nabob had required the assistance of a 
regiment of sepoys to enforce the resumption of the jagheers, but that it was 
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your opinion that a much larger force would he required for it, as a powerful 
opposition was prepared against it. I in consequence ordered a strong detach- 
ment to perform this service. You then wrote that the Nahoh would not allow 
it, that you durst not communicate it to him, that you knew he would even 
oppose it hy force, and that the payment of the detachment would he a breach 
of treaty, and now you write that the Nabob’s Sehundy alone are equal to this 
service, and that it will he hut a fortnight’s work to accomplish it. These are 
absolute contradictions. 

But I am most affected hy your declaring that you did not understand it 
to have been my intention that the reformation of the Nabob’s military 
establishment should take place this year, and that nothing has been done in 
the new settlement of the revenues for the same reason. 

These are fresh instances of what I have had too frequent cause to complain 
of your total inattention to my instructions. The like inattention is mani- 
fested in a former letter, in which you tell me that you did not know that I 
expected a present supply to the Company’s Treasury. 

Tn my instructions, I premise as a matter well known to yourself, that the 
chief object of my negociations has been to induce and assist the Nabob to 
bring his Government and finances into such regularity as to prevent his 
alliance being a clog to the Company, and to enable him to discharge his debt 
to the Company in the shortest time possible. 

It adds — " I shall expect that the whole of the excess (of the jagheers 
beyond the estimated amount) be appropriated to the discharge of the Nabob’s 
debt to the Company.” 

The order in which the measures necessary to the execution of the agree- 
ment shall be taken is prescribed in the words — 

“ After settling the amount of the personal disbursements of the Nabob 
Vizier and his household, the next point that will require your exertions to- 
wards the general arrangements of the public charges is the reform of the estab- 
lished and Muttaiena troops, &c., &c.” 

The only point which is left for future adjustment is the establishment of 
the Courts of Justice. 

The reformation of the Nabob’s troops I considered as a point which 
neither required nor admitted delay ; that his Muttaiena troops were almost 
wholly fictitious and his regular establishment scanty in numbers and in long 
arrears ; and I considered and stated this reformation as one of the means of 
reducing the Nabob’s expenses and enabling him to pay his debts to the Com- 
pany. 

I have clearly explained my intention to be that the first receipt of the 
current revenues should furnish the stipulated amount of the Nabob’s private 
,expenees. 

That his assignments for the Company’s debt and other charges defrayed 
by them should remain as usual, aud that the whole of the excesses of the 
jagheers should be appropriated to the same account. I require no more nor 
can I add either explanation or comment on the instructions which have been 
originally given to you, that can be more clearly expressed, or more fully than 
the words of the original text. 

I have carefully perused the agreement itself and the former treaties 
existing with the Nabob Vizier, but can find no clause in any of them which 
either expressly or by implication gives him a right to employ the Company’s 
forces, except those of the subsidiary brigade, without indemnifying the 
Company for their expenses. The brigade itself is expressly declared to be 
for the defence of his dominions, and therefore has always been stationed on 
the frontier nearest to invasion. It was never intended that its strength should 
be dissipated in little detachments, and its discipline ruined by employing it to 
suppress the insurrections of his rayats, and to enforce the payment of the 
collections, although a discretionary power has been given to you in cases of 
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^reat emergency to call for the aid of detachments from it for the former service ; 
and you know that had our other exigencies permitted it, it was intended to 
remand the whole of Sir John Oumming’s detachment to Bengal, and to leave 
no more than the subsidiary brigade and the regiment appointed for Bncknow 
in the Vizier’s dominions. If the opposition proposed by the Begum is so formi- 
dable as you represented it when you first intimated it to me, your employment 
of the Nabob’s Sibundy to suppress it would only serve to make it a serious 
and protracted war, which my order was intended to prevent, by suppressing 
aU attempts instantaneously. I shall now revoke my orders, but I must posi- 
tively forbid you to employ the aid of the regiment which has been required 
and sent, on any service to which you shall judge it not fully equal. This is no 
part of the agreement. 

I meet with a captious expression in your letter, which, as it is not war- 
ranted by any in mine, I deem unbecoming. 

Alluding to Sir John Oumming’s detachment you desire my determination 
on the future payment of the troops, which I may still think necessary to 
keep up to regulate the Nabob’s internal government. 

It is not my intention, nor ever was, to keep up troops to regulate the 
Nabob’s internal Government, but solely to defend his country against invaders, 
unless he should require occasional and temporary aid to restore internal peace 
and order to it, to enable him to acquit himself of his debt to the Company and 
thereby recover the whole and unparticipated regulation of his internal Govern- 
ment. If he conceives my design to be any other than this it is now your 
duty to undeceive him. 

I now refer you back to the agreement concluded by me with tjie Nabob, 
and my instructions delivered to you in consequence of it. These are to be your 
sole guide, nor do I mean by anything which I have since written, whether in 
this or any former letter, to revoke or change a tittle of what is written in them. 
On these I ground the whole of your present responsibility, except what I have 
written concerning the additional claims made on the Begums, and which I 
consider a virtual part of my formal instructions. 


Benares, 

The 3rd January 1783. 


} 


I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

■WARBEN HASTINGS. 


To — The Hon^ble Wabren Hastings, Governor- General, &c., &c. 


Sir, — I was duly honored with your commands of the 12 th and 22nd 
December last, the former respecting a seizure which had been made by Khoja 
Bahx A-lly Oawn of some cloths manufactui^ed at Jandu on account of 
Gopaul Bass and Bolanaut, merchants of Benares, under pretext of their beinff 
the property of Ram Ealla whom he had confined on a charge of debt, and 
the latter recommending Gopaul Bass in particular terms for his services to 
Government and the punctuality with which he has acquitted himself of aU 
his engagements and transactions with it. To this. Sir, be assured I shall pay 
the most attentive regard, and always give his house that preference to wMch 
it has so just a claim in all remittances which may pass through my office. 


Itnmediately on my arrival at Eyzabad I made a strict inquiry into the 
complamt of the above-mentioned seizure, and finding from a variety of 
evidence the fact precisely as it had been stated to you, I caused the cloths to 
be released and -delivered over to the gomastah of GopaulDass and Bolanaut, 
who attended here for that purpose. It having also been intimated to me that 
Ram Lalla, a shroff and relation of Gopaul Bass, had been imprisoned by Bahr 
pretences equally vague and unjust, which I had reason to believe 
s the case from my having failed m my endeavours to procure his enlarffe- 
ment near a. twelve-month ago, although solicited on an offer of the security 
®®P^idBas8 and my own, if desired, for the payment of whatever sum 
should^appear due from him on an adjustment of their accounts, I determined 
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Qilso to take tMs opportunity of inquiring into that matter, and procuring the 
man justice, for which purpose I applied to Bahr-A.lly Cawnto send him to me, 
and repeated the offer of security which I had before made. He however, thought 
proper to decline or rather evade compliance with my demand, and to testify his 
resentment at the application made for my interference, he instantly doubled 
the guard on his prisoner, dispatched a escort to bring his family from Jandu, 
and by every means in his power increased the rigour of his confinement. In 
this situation he remained until the day after the seizure of Bahr, and Jowar 
Ally Cawn when he was brought to me by my own people loaded with irons, 
which I had im m ediately taken off, and setting him at large have desired him 
to deliver me a statement of his account “with Bahr Ally Oawn, which I shall 
take care to see equitably adjusted. 

I have the honor to be with great respect, 

Nath. MIDDLETON, 
JEuesident at the Court of the Vizier. 


Eyzahai), 

The 15th January 1783. 


} 


To — The Hon’blb Waeeeis' HASTHsroiS, Governor-General, &e., &c., &c. 

Sir, — The Begum having finally agreed to surrender to the Nabob the 
treasures of his late father the Nabob Shuja-ul-Bowlah which she had 
hitherto retained in her possession. His Excellency desired me to withdraw 
the troops from the MUa that the Begum might return into it in order to 
deliver the treasure. 

To this I consented, as also to the re-delivery to the Nabob of the two 
eunuchs Bahr and Jowar Ally Cawn without whose presence and assistance 
nothing could be effected, as they were the only agents employed by the 
Begum in the secreting and depositing it, they previously pledging themselves 
to be present when called upon to answer to the accusation which I have in- 
formed them was laid against them. In the meanwhile the Begum has 
delivered over her cheyla Shumsheir Khan, who was phousdar of Junda when 
Captain Gordon arrived there. 

So that I now hope the whole business upon which I came here is in the 
most favourable train. 

I have the honor to be, &o., &o., 

Nath. MIEHEETON, 

Resident at the Court of the Vizier. 


Etzabad, 

The 20th January 1782. 


} 


To — The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General, fee-. Sec., &e. 

Sir, — I had the honor to address you under date the 25th instant, acquaint- 
ing you of the Vizier’s having from the treasures delivered up to Mm by the 
Bhow Begum commenced on the payment of his debt to the Hon’ble Com- 
pany. 

I have now the pleasure to inform you that I am this day in possession of 
a sum equal to the liquidation of his bond for the balance for IISV, and he fur- 
ther gives me hopes that he shall be able shortly to begin payment of the 
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t’trelve lacks due for tlie balance of 1188, of which I shaU in due course give 
you information- 

I have the honor to he, with the greatest respect, &c., «fcc., 

Nath. MIDDLETON, 
Resident at the Court of the Vizier, 

Eyzabad, 

The 27th January 1782. j 


To The Hon’blb Wakebn Hastings, Governor-General, &e., &c., &c. 

Sir, — I have had this day the honour to receive your cominands of the 25th 
ultimo, and am extremely concerned that the mode of conducting the Eyzabad 
business, as set forth in my address of the 18th January, did not meet your 
entire approbation. Permit me to assure you. Sir, it is with the greatest 
reluctance I ever venture to deviate from the express letter of your instruc- 
tions, and cannot accuse myself of having done it on any occasion where it 
did not appear to my judgment that the objects and spirit of them rendered 
it advisable, and that the apparent necessity would justify such latitude. 

In the present instance it was more in appearance and expression than in 
fact that any deviation was made from your orders of the 24th December, for 
although I was constrained, from my strict regard to the accomplishment of 
what I considered the first object of this undertaking, to admit of a temporary 
forbearance for the reasons assigned in my address of the 18th ultimo, the 
Begums were at that time to be considered as entirely at the mercy of the 
Nabob, their jagheers were in the possession of his Aumils, their troops dis- 
persed, and the killa of Eyzabad, which included also the Bhow Begum’s 
own habitation, under the guard of His Excellency’s and our troops. 

It remained only to get possession of her wealth, and to effect this it was 
then and is still my firm and unalterable opinion that it was indispensably 
necessary to employ temporizing expedients, and to work upon the hopes and 
fears of the Begum herself, and more especially upon those of her principal 
agents, through whose means alone there appeared any probable chance of 
our getting access to the hidden treasures of the late v izier. And when I 
acquaint you that by far the greatest part of the treasure which has been deli- 
vered to the Nabob was taken from the most secret recesses in the houses of 
the two eunuchs, whence of course it could not have been extracted without the 
adoption of those means which could induce the discovery, I shall hope for 
your approbation of what I did. 

I must also observe that no further rigour than that which I exerted could 
have been used against females in this country, to whom there can be no access. 
The Nabob and Salar Jung were the only two who could enter the zenana. 
The first was a son, who was to address a parent, and of course could use no 
language or action but that of earnest and reiterated solicitation; and the other 
was in all appearances a traitor to our cause. When force could be employed it 
was not spared. The troops of the Begum were driven away and dispersed, 
their guns taken, her fort and the outward walls of her house seized and occu- 
pied by our troops at the Nabob’s requisition, and her chief agents imprisoned 
and put in irons. No further step was left, and in this situation they shall 
remain, and are to continue (excepting only a remission of the irons) until the 
final liquidation of the payment, and if then you deem it proper, no possible 
means of 'offence being left in her hands, or those of her agents, all her lands 
and property having been taken, I mean with your sanction to restore her house 
and servants to her, and hope to be favored with your early reply as I expect 
that a few days will complete the final surrender of all that is further 
expected from the Begum. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c., 

Nath. MIDDLETON, 
Resident at the Court of the Vizier. 

Ltjcknow, '> 

The 5th February 1782- j 

85 F. D. 
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To — ^The Hon’blb Wabeen Hastings, Governor-General, &c., &e., &c. 

Sib, — I had the honour to address you yesterday, and this morning I was 
favoured with your commands of 27th ultimo. 

You are already apprized by my address of yesterday and preceding letters 
of the promised issue of the business at iPyzabad, as well as of the state in 
which I left it, both which I hope will be satisfactory, as they seem to leave 
the matter in that state of suspense which you wish it to remain, until the 
Board or yourself should have been advised of the amount of the treasure 
recovered from the Begums and signified your further pleasure. 

The Nabob has concluded no settlement whatever with the Begums, but 
left Byzabad some hours before me without taking leave of them, tlpon their 
agents having agreed to complete the fifty-five lakhs which appeared due to 
the Company, upon the closing of my accounts for the last year, and the Begum 
declaring that this was the extent of all their possession, including down to 
the table utensils which they have, and are still delivering, and no proofs has 
yet been obtained of their having more. 

I shall, as you direct, use my influence to dissuade His Excellency from 
concluding any settlement until I have your further commands. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 

Nath. MIDDLETON, 
JResident at the Court of the Vizier. 

Lucknow, 7 

The 6 th February 1788. j 


To— The Hon’ble Warben Hastings, Governor-General, &c., &e., &c. 

Sib,— I had the honour to address you under the 6th instant, informing you 
of the state in which I had left the business at Eyzabad, and the hopes I 
entertained of a speedy completion of it. Permit me now to acquaint you that 
the remaining balance engaged to be made good by the two eunuchs Bahr and 
Jo war Ally Cawn, I have this day had adviee of the receipt of between five 
and six lakhs, which is now on the way to Lucknow, and the residue I have 
every reason to believe will be realized before this letter reaches your hands, 
so that I have now to repeat my request that I may as soon as possible be 
honoured with your final commands respecting the conduct it is your wish should 
be pursued with the Begum and her eunuchs. 

The services of Major Naylor’s regiment being required to the eastward 
of the Biver Gogra, as well to support the authority of the Nabob’s govern- 
ment in that quarter as to be ready to join in the plan of operations which 
may be determined on in obedience to your commands, against Putty Saw, I 
have sent one battalion of Major Gilpin’s regiment to relieve Major Naylor at 
Eyzabad, which I hope you will approve. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that the 8th Begiment, which I left to 
escort the treasure from Eyzabad, arrived this day and safely delivered its 
charge. Upon its arrival I immediately dispatched to Colonel Muir the sum re- 
quisite for the payment of the arrears due to his detachment. I am now forward- 
ing to Colonels Morgan and Sir John Cummings the amount for which, I shall 
not lose a moment in remitting the residue to the Presidency. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect. 


Lucknow, 

The 8th February 1782. 


} 


Nath. MIDDLETON, 
Resident at the Court of the Vizier. 


85 F. D. 
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To The Hon’blb Wakkbn Hastings, Governor-General, &c., &e. 

Sib,, I have had the honour to receive your commands of the 22nd ultimo 

throuo-h your Military Secretary, informing me of your instructions given to 
Mr. Charters for the seizure of Putty Saw, and your directions that I 
should apply to the Vizier to give the most positive injunctions to the Aumils 
and other oABLoers of his Government to afford no shelter or retreat to this rebel, 
but in general to give every assistance they can to the detachment acting 
against him. I heg leave to acQ^uaint you that in obedience to your co mm ands 
I have applied for and obtained His Excellency’s instructions, and have further 
written to Major Thomas Naylor, whose regiment is employed on service in 
the Goruckpore country, to co-operate with the detachment under the direction 
of Mr. Charters, and to use every means in his power to promote the success of 
the expedition. 

I have the honor to he, with great respect, 

Nath. MIDDLETON, 
JELesident at the Court of the Vizier. 

Lucknow, | 

The 10th February 1783. ) 


To — The Hon'blb Warebn Hastings, Governor-General, &c., &c., &c. 


Sib, — Inclosed I have the honor to forward you addresses from His Excel- 
lency the Vizier and his Ministers. 

In justice to the latter it is incumbent upon me to inform you that during 
the progress of the business at Eyzabad I received from them the most willing 
and zealous support, and that to their exertions 1 consider myself greatly indebt- 
ed for the complete success which attended that business, as well as for the 
fruits of it being solely applied to the liquidation of the Nabob’s debt to the 
Hon’ble Company. 


Under these circumstances, it would afford me great satisfaction, and I 
conceive tend to promote the public service, were they honored with some testi- 
mony of your approbation and favour, which would be particularly acceptable 
to them at this period, as their conduct in the transactions at Eyzabad, and 
in the resumption of the jagheers, has excited the inveterate resentment of 
the Begums, and many persons of the first consequence about the Court, whose 
interests have been affected by the latter measure, and created a far more power- 
ful combination against them than they ever before had to oppose. In short. 
Sir, they are considered, not only by this party but by the Nabob himself, as the 
actual dependents of the English Government, which they certainly are, and 
it is by its declared and most obvious support alone that they can maintain the 
authority and influence' which is indispensably necessary to enable them to dis- 
charge the trust reposed in them, either with credit to themselves or advantage 
to the public. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect. 


Lucknow, 

The 11th February 1782. 


} 


Nath. MIDDLETON, 
JELesident at the Court of the Fizier. 


To — The Hon'bbe Warren Hastings, Governor-General, &c., &c., &c. 


SiK.,-r-I have the honour herewith to transmit a letter addressed to you by 
the Nabob Vizier, informing you of his compliance with the only points that 
remained unfinished of his part of the late agreement made with you by having 
changed the mode of the receipt revenues now ordered to be all paid at the Huz- 
zoor to the Ministers by whom all tuneawdars and muttaiena,* &c., are to be paid. 


Mnt&yyana (corruptly Motfcanieh), H. — ^A station, a military or militia post one of 
or provmmal troops. Wilson’s « Glossary of Indian Teras." posi, one of 
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the Nabob hrst paying himself the expenoes of his private purse, estimated at 
the medium receipt of the last three years. 

I have, in confirmation of the above mentioned letter, received one from 
the Minister’s informing me of the accomplishment of this reform, from which 
with the total resumption of all jagheers which is now perfectly completed, 
I have every reason to hope for the most beneficial result, and that every 
part of this Government will now he in a state of regularity and tranquillity 
scarcely ever before experienced. I also trust that you will now deem every 
wish expressed in your instructions to me fully performed. 


Lucknow, 

The 11th February 1783. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, 

Nath. MIDDLETON, 
Resident at the Court of the Vizier. 


} 


To — The Hon^ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General, &c.j &e., &c. 

Sir, — I have just received intelligence which I think may be relied on of 
the death of the Nabob Nudjif Cawn. It is impossible to pronounce with 
certainty what may be the immediate consequences of this event. The ultimate 
ones I have no doubt will be the total subversion of that extensive Govern- 
ment acquired alone by his powerful influence and high military character, and 
by which rather than any effective force he has been able hitherto to maintain 
it. I do not know any one of his partizans whose talents, activity, or superior 
influence over the rest are likely to create an absolute and permanent authority ; 
dissentions therefore among the principal officers of his army may be expected 
to ensue, and those rajahs and cMefs who have been deprived of their terri- 
torial possessions will scarcely omit so favourable an opportunity of attempting 
to retrieve them. 

Abdulah Cavm, the late Minister, will probably be restored to office, and 
his object will naturally be the extinction of every shadow of Nudjif Cawn’s 
power. 

Upon the whole, however, I do not apprehend any consequences which 
can affect the Hon’ble Company’s interests, or the security of the Nabob Vizier, 
unless Zabitta Oawn, who it appears has long entertained views of attempting 
the recovery of his former possessions in Eohilkhund, should be prevailed on to 
consider this favourable occasion to prosecute them. In such an event I should 
think it very probable he would be joined by Eyzulla Oawn, who, there is 
strong reason to believe, is by no means well affected to the Vizier’s Govern- 
ment and who has of late made such preparations, and such a disposition of his 
family and wealth, as evidently manifest either an intended or expected ruptu^re. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Nath. MIDDLETON, 
Resident at the Court of the Vizier, 

Eoppamow, v 

The 34:th February 1783. ) 


To The Hon’blb 'Wabebn Hastings, Governor-General, &c., &c., &c, 

gjR I had the honor to transmit you a few days ago intelligence I had 

received ’of the death of the Nabob Nudjif Cawn which from the authentic 
channel through which it came to me, I thought might be relied upon, but I have 
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since been informed the report ■was premature and late accounts from Delhi 
mention that the violence of the Nabob’s disorder had so far abated as to give 
hopes of his recovery. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 

Nath. MIDDLETON, 
JResident at the Court of the Vizier^ 

JOUNPOBB, •) 

The 28th February 1782. J 


To — The Hoh'blb Warbbn Hastings, Governor-General, &o., &c., &e. 

Sir, — Dpon the spirit of your former orders relative to the appointment of 
a detachment under Sir John Gumming for the support and protection of the 
Vizier’s internal Government, and your subsequent letters declaratory of your 
sense of the foo-ting on which the subsidiary brigade must be understood to 
remain with His Excellency, I have had repeated conversations with the Minister 
endeavouring to shew the impropriety of making detachments from the frontier 
brigade, originally intended solely for the defence of the Nabob’s dominions 
against a foreign enemy, for the assistance of the Aumils or other ordinary 
services of the collections, and to convince them of the impossibility of con- 
tinrdng that practice now that the whole effective force of the country was 
reduced to one brigade without preventing this obvious design of its establish- 
ment, and thereby risking consequences to the Hon’ble Company’s arms and 
TTia Excellency’s Government, which it equally behoved them and myself to 
avoid, as from the frequent calls for such aid, the nature of the service, and 
the very remote distance to which the troops were occasionally sent, neither the 
necessary attention to their discipline could be paid, nor their rejunction effected 
upon any emergency which might call for the immediate exertion of the whole 
force of the brigade. 

Having succeeded in the impression which I wished to make on the Ministers, 
and the reduction which has been made in the Nabob’s Muttaiena troops, 
strengthening the grounds I had agreed upon, I availed myself of this oppoi'- 
tunity to propose an establishment of the Hon’ble Company’s troops which 
should at once obviate the necessity of applying to the subsidiary brigade for 
assistance, and enable the Nabob to make still further reductions in his Mut- 
taiena and Sebundy establishment. 

'^ree regiments with their guns and complete artillery establishments I am 
of opinion would answer this purpose, and the Ministers are now so strongly 
convinced of the utility of it that they have authorized me to submit the 
measure to your consideration, •with an assurance that they will cheerfully 
co-operate with me in carrying it into immediate execution should it meet with 
your approbation. 

To leave as little as possible for future discussion, and that no dispute 
might arise about the payment of this establishment, I proposed a subsidy of 
26,000 rupees per mensem for each regiment, or 76,000 for the whole, which 
terms will be agreed to, and I hope be deemed satisfactory by you as they 
will be fully adequate to every possible expense of the establishment without 
staff or commanding oflBLcer, which I presume you will not consider necessary, 
as the regiment must of course always be stationed and employed separately 
•to make them answer the purpose for which they are intended. 

I lose not a moment. Sir, in communicating this proposed arrangement to 
you in its present stage, that I may immediately receive your sentiments and 
commands upon it, and I am happy in the opportunity which it at the same 
time affords rue of evincing to you the attention which has been paid to your 
orders respecting the reduction of the Nabob’s Muttaiena, as well as the instant 
beneficial effect of them, since the expence of the establishment I now propose 
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is to be defrayed from that fund without the smallest additional charge to the 
Nabob’s GoTernment. 

I hare the honor to be, with great respect. 


Ltjcknow, 

The 10th March 1782, 


} 


Nath. MIDDIiETON, 
jResident at the Court of the Vizier. 


To — The Hon’blb Wabken Hastings, Governor-General, &e., &c., &c. 

Sib, — In further explanation of the plan which I submitted to you yester- 
day I now beg leave to enclose a draft of a G. O. which is drawn up conformably 
to the sentiments and wishes of the Ministers and calculated to obviate an 
evil they seem most to apprehend, which is accumulating charges upon the 
Nabob over and above the amount stipulated for the three regiments. 

The 8th, 20th, and 23rd Regiments are now upon service in these provinces, 
and of course will by far be the easiest to leave here upon the new plan, which, 
exclusive of saving the time and expence of marching fresh troops, will at 
once, by shewing how they are to be employed, preclude the danger so much 
dreaded here of having any commanding officers or staff appointed to these 
regiments. They most probably never can be employed together, as the 
present dispersed position of them evinces. 

The staff expense and inconveniences of control in the disposition of these 
regiments were what the Ministers seemed most fearful of, and probably con- 
stituted the greatest objection they had originally to the plan. I have taken 
upon me to assure them their wishes on this head, as they appeared to me not 
unreasonable, w^ould be attended to, and I shall be happy to find this assurance 
confirmed by you. 

I have been guided by the terms of your last agreement with the Nabob 
in proposing the period of relieving these regiments, but as the nature of the 
service on which they are employed may not always admit of a strict attention 
to this rule, I could wish to have the discretionary power of dispensing with it 
when it shall appear necessary. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect. 


litrOKNOW, 

The nth March 1782. 


} 


Nath. MIDDEETON, 
Tiesident at the Court of the Vizier. 


G. O, The Nabob Vizier having stipulated to pay a fixed and limited 
sum for the use of three regiments which Hlis Excellency has applied for 
towards the support of his Aumils and collections, this is to direct that no 
officer going upon such service shall under any pretence whatever claim or receive 
from, the Nabob or his agents any sum of money whatever either for himself 
or any contingent expense he may incur, but shall transmit any claim he may 
have, through the usual and established channels, to the Paymasters and Com- 
missary-General, as the payment made by the Nabob includes an amount equal 
to all charges to which such seivice is liable. 

The first regiments, appointed for the service are the 8th, 20th, and 23rd, 
which are to be relieved in like manner with the Lucknow Regiment every 
three months upon the application, of the Resident, who alone can determine 
whether the service they may be engaged upon can permit it. 


To— The Hon^ble Wakben Hastings, Governor-General, &c., &c., &c. 

Sib, — I have received the honour of your commands under date the 27th 
Eebruary. 

I had carried the original treaty down with me in obedience to your orders 
of the 19th December, but having determined upon receipt of your first above - 
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mentioned letter to return immediately to my station, I have brought it hack 
with me, and shall now forward it by the first safe conveyance. In obedience 
to the explanation you require of the general assertion that the objects of the 
late treaty have been fulfilled, I now proceed to recapitulate unitedly what I 
have hitherto, in detached letters taken the liberty of submitting to you, and for 
regularity I shall take up the paragraphs of your instructions accompanying 
the Ohunar Treaty in the order they stand. 

Paragraph 1st requires the execution of the several articles of the treaty, 
being five in number. The fost has been fully effected by the complete pay- 
ment of all arrears, and the march of the temporary and Cavalry brigade 
into the provinces. 

Nothing remains but the return or adjustment of the value of the stores 
furnished by the Nabob when the temporary brigade was first established, of 
which only nine pieces of field artillery have yet been returned by Colonel 
Morgan. 

[The inclosed is a letter from the Nabob upon the subject .• — ] 


Mr. WombwelTs oflGlce has been fully paid off and discharged and all the 
a rms and stores of different corps delivered to the Nabob, and assets for the 
payment of the extra regiment stationed at Lucknow included in the assign- 
ment for the current year. 

The second article relates to the resumption of the jagheer lands. This 
has been fully effected. The three most considerable are now under my charge, 
the Bhow Begum’s, Salar Jung’s, and Letafut Ally Cawn’s, a measure I was 
driven to enforce on account of the mode in which the first resumption of the 
jagheers was conducted, which by leaving the resumed lands in the farm of 
those who before held them on behalf of the jaghirdars little more thaTi a 
shadow of the intended change was effected. 

The third article, which includes the jagheer of Pyzulla Cawn among the 
rest, has hitherto been deferred by the postscript to your general instructions, 
which forbids it, until circumstances may render it more expedient and easy 
to be attempted than the present more material pursuits of Government make 
it appear. However I beg leave to repeat that a stipend or allowance in ready 
money to that Chief, in lieu of his jagheer lands, situated and peopled as they 
are by his own tribe in vicinity to three capital territories of the same class, 
would be far more conducive to the interests and security of this Government* 
and as such permit me to recommend it to your consideration. * 

The fourth article, as far as regard, this oflB.ce, was fulfilled here. 

The fifth and last article, being only a provision for a future eventual con- 
tingency, was liable to no exertion here. 

The counterpart of the treaty, being the arrangements which the Nabob 
pledged himself to effect towards introducing economy into his finances, consis- 
ting chiefly in three points ; the reduction and regulation of his Muttaiena 
troops, the separation of his private purse from the public funds, and placing 
the latter under the separate management of the Ministers. The first of these 
measures is in as great forwardness as it is possible, pay and muster-masters 
having been appointed to the whole, and the saving already made produced a 
fund equal to defray the established charge of three regiments as proposed 
in my address of the 10th instant. The other separating and limiting t he 
privy purse was immediately effected upon my return here from Chunar and 
with that the separate public funds placed under the Ministers. * 

I now proceed to the continuation of the paragraphs of your letter of 
instructions. 


second is only claiming my implicit obedience to what follows to 
ixUui wlaicli has been and shall be my constant study. ^ 
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The third paragraph, is a recapitulation of the chief ohject of the Treaty 
being the shortest possible liquidation of the Nabob’s debt to the Hon’ble 
Company. To this purpose I have secured assignments, which I deem ade quate 
to the full discharge of all demands by the end of the present Puslee year, 
which, considering the greatness of the aggregate amount, is, I apprehend, as 
soon as could have been expected. 

The fourth paragraph is partly answered above. The reduction has chiefly 
been in the infantry so as to bring in our troops to supply the deficiency, upon 
which subject my proposal is before you. The corps under this denomination 
here are chiefly Nudjeebs and employed for the garrisons of the Aumils’ forts, 
kutcherries, and thanahs. 

The corps of Cavalry could not so easily be diminished or immediately 
re-formed. They consist mostly of Mogols entertained for the State and person^ 
secTxrity of the Aumils, who they generally attend in person, and such, is the 
refractory disposition of the people who have never yet been properly controlled 
that was not some immediate visible standing force with the Aumil at his com- 
mand to enforce his orders, he would neither be respected nor obeyed, and conse- 
quently unable to fulfil the duties of his charge. 

The Sebundy is a separate establishment from the two above-mentioned, 
being a charge of generally about 4 per cent, upon the collections of the different 
Aumils, for a duty executed by a set of peons, not military disciplined men^ who 
are stationed upon the crops and fields all over the country for their protection. 
These from the nature and present state of this Government appear to me 
absolutely and indispensably necessary for the collections, and can neither be 
embodied nor formed into any regular fixed establishment, but the new year will 
afford an opportunity of reducing their numbers, and of bringing this part of 
the plan into greater perfection. 

The fifth paragraph, regtdating the mode of paying the Muttaiena, has 
been completely established, notwithstanding the complaints and obstructions 
brought against it by the Aumils, who are by it subjected to a check and con- 
trol which they are not pleased with, and deprived of an ideal proportion of 
authority over their men by the interference of the pay and muster-masters. 

To the sixth paragraph, which regards the Nabob’s choice of ofiS.eers, I 
have only to observe that no vacancies have occurred which can have afforded 
room for an exertion for its clause. 

The seventh paragraph, regarding the choice of Aum i ls, can only come under 
execution at the commencement of the year when Aximils are named. The few 
instances of change which have accidentally occurred by the resumption of the 
jagheers have been conducted under the spirit of this order. 

Upon the eighth paragraph I have written a strong letter to the Nabob 
recommending most earnestly to him to establish Courts of J ustiee throughout 
his dominions beginning by a Sudder-ul-Hukk at the capital, of the effect 
whereof I shall hereafter inform you. I have not urged an instant adoption of 
the plan, as it appears more mentioned as a point you wish to be brought about 
by degrees than expect to see immediately enforced, nor is the Government 
here yet sufficiently regulated to promise just now those beneficial consequences 
which are the objects of such an institution. 

The ninth paragraph conveys a discretionary power eventually to be exercis- 
ed on occasions for which hath not hitherto occurred. 

The notice directed by the tenth paragraph has been publickly given to 
every person coming under its description, and who have signified their having 
received the order. 

These complete your instructions, since which you have directed, as an ad- 
ditional article, that the Nabob should be supported in his claim upon the Bhow 
Begum for the inheritance of the late Vizier’s public treasure. This has also 
been done, forty-five lacks have been recovered, and the Begums’s chief agents 
are now ixnder severe restraint for the remainder of what they engaged to 
produce. 
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Trusting that from this explanation you -mil be satisfied that I have done 
all that the time I have had, and the circumstances I have been under, would 
admit. 

I remain, with profound respect, 
NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, 
Eesident at the Court of the Vizier. 

Ltjoknovt, "i 

The 25th March 1782. } 


To Me. Nathaniel Middleton, Resident at the Court of the Nabob Vizier. 

Sib, — ^When His Highness the Vizier did me the honour of a visit at 
Ohunar, he made me a req^uest that we might have an interview once in every 
year for the purposes of discussing and adjusting the mutual concerns of the 
Company and myself, and of improving the harmony and confidence which 
subsisted between the two Governments. To this requisition I readily assented 
and greatly lament that the situation of affairs makes it impossible for me to 
effect a meeting at this time. The present important conjuncture demands the 
united and vigorous exertions of both Governments for their common safety 
and success, and in this situation, whilst the greatest cordiality is requisite, you 
inform me that His Highness is much dissatisfied on many points contained in our 
late agreement, and which he made at his own request. To remove his uneasiness 
on these subjects, and to give him entire satisfaction on others which may be 
the objects of his fears and suspicions, and to give a lasting cement and increase 
of strength and reciprocal advantage to our alliance would he impracticable by 
any other mode than verbal communication, explanations, and assurances, and 
as, for the reason above assigned, I cannot make these in person, I think it 
indispensable to delegate the trust to another. For these purposes I have 
deputed Major Palmer to attend His Highness and his Minister at Lucknow. 
Major Palmer, as you know, has been my Confidential Secretary for several 
years. I have disclosed to him without reserve my sentiments on every point 
of the relative connection between the Company and the Court of Oude, and 
I can rely upon him for a faithful explanation of them. 

I have also instructed Major Palmer to give the most express assurances 
to the Ministers of my approbation of their conduct and determination to 
protect and support them so long as they preserve their attachments to this 
Government, and pursue the real interest of the Vizier. 

Major Palmer has other public objects in charge, which he will personally 
communicate to you, and I earnestly require of you the strongest co-operation 
of your authority and influence towards his attaining them. I think his suc- 
cess almost certain if he meets with, your cordial support and assistance. What- 
ever may be the event, a considerable share in producing it will be attributed to 
you, and affect you accordingly. 

^Such explanations as are intended solely for the satisfaction of the Nabob 
and coming from myself, I have du-ected Major Palmer to communicate sepa- 
rately to him, but in doing this to use every precaution to avoid any diminution 
of your authority or influence. 

I have sent Major Davy as a confidential assistant to Major Palmer and in 
ease any accident should happen to the latter to execute his commission. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 
WARHEN HASTINGS. 

POBT WlIUilAM, •) 

The 7th May 1782. } 
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Port William, the 23rd June 1783. 

At a Cotjncii., present: 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John Macpherson, Esq. 

The Governor-Generad, indisposed, on the River. 
Mr. Stabdes absent. 

The Proceedings o£ the 16th instant read and approved. 


Hon’bde Sir and Sirs, — I have delayed replying to your commands of the 
3rd instant regarding the means taken to realise the* balance due from the Begum, 
in hopes that I might transmit you favorable accounts of it. Before the recall of 
Major Gilpin she promised payment, and since that time she has uniformly pro- 
fessed an inability unless her jagheer be relinquished. In my address of the 1st 
December, I represented to your Hon’ble Board that every practicable coercive 
exertion had been used, and in support of my representations I submitted to your 
consideration the copy of Major Gilpin’s letter to me upon the subject. The 
Begum complains that having no pension or jagheer she now subsists her 
family and herself with the greatest diflB.culty, and should the Vizier persist in 
withholding every allowance from her, she will be distressed for the necessaries 
of life. 

The above is the substance of the Begum’s reasons for her refusal, as they 
have been communicated to me both verbally and by letter. I am of opinion, 
however, from every information I can obtain that she has the means of 
satisfying the Hon’ble Company’s demands, but seeing little prospect of a 
jagheer or pension she trusts to her hoards for support, and would suffer the 
severest restrains sooner than comply. Previous to my arrival her eunuchs 
were kept for many months in confinement, and led out to corporal punishment. 
Guards were also put upon her house to prevent the treasure from being carried 
away. These measures failed, and you have before you the opinions given by 
Major Gilpin, the ofBLcer who commanded the troops, that “ all that force could 
do has been done.*’ Mr. Middleton thought it very practicable to recover the 
money from the Begum by continuing the restraints, and though I differ from 
that gentleman in my sentiments, yet I think it my duty to trans m it the 
extract of his letter to me upon the subject, that every information in my 
power may be presented for your decision. The articles mentioned by Mr. 
Middleton I received on taking charge of the oflB.ce. They consisted of eight 
elephants and various sorts ol‘ goods valued by the Begum at three lakhs. Eor 
the goods the merchants of Lucknow offered me eighty-one thousand rupees. 
A great part were damaged owing to the long time they bad been kept in 
the godowns at Eyzabad I refused to sell them until I obtained the Begum’s 
consent, which she granted me after a correspondence of three months, in the 
course of which I repeatedly solicited her to receive them back. They were 
in so bad a state that I was obliged to give the purchaser six months’ credit. 
This bargain I even concluded with difl&oulty. There was no mode of dispos- 
ing of the elephants except to the Nabob, who bought them at fifteen hundred 
rupees an elephant. 

I have, in compliance with your orders, applied to His Excellency to call 
upon the Begum to pay the balance of the account without further delay, and 
inform her that no excuses can be admitted : she will certainly evade and 
probably refuse. If you ultimately determine on enforcing the payment I 
shall be under the necessity of applying to Colonel Morgan, for military aid. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

JOHN BRISTOW, 


liHCKNOW, 

The But March 1782. 
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Extract of a letter from Mr. Nathanibi- Middleton to Mr. John Bristow, Resident at the 
Vizier’s Court, dated Lucknow, the 23rd October 1783. 

“ I must "beg leave to refer you to my correspondence with the Hon’hle the 
Governor-General for a full account of the origin and nature of my transactions 
with the Begums at Byzahad ; and the letters which have passed between me 
and the ofSoers who have severally commanded there will show you the progress 
and present state of that business. The balance due from the Bhow Begum 
upon her agreement made in January last, after allowing her credit for the 
trifling articles lately sent her by Major Gilpin, will be about five lacks, which 
I apprehend may be realised if you deem it expedient to continue the restraints 
which have been imposed for that purpose. She had indeed given Major 
Gilpin the most satisfactory assurances of an immediate liquidation of this 
long depending account, in which, I believe, she was sincere, but probably 
from an expectation of a change of measures upon my removal she has lately 
retracted these assurances, and now declares her determination to make no 
further payments whatever, but upon the certainty of her jagheer being 
restored to her, which I could give her no hopes of, as the propriety of its re- 
sumption has been sanctified by the approbation of the Hon’ble the Governor- 
General, who further expressly enjoins me, in his instructions of the 27th 
January, to exert my influence with the Nabob to prevent the conclusion of 
any final settlement between him and the Begums, until I should be furnished 
with instructions from him or the Board on that head. Not having since the 
above date received any directions from the Board or the Governor- General 
relative to the Begums, I know not what may be their wishes in regard to 
them, but I thought it at all events my duty, conformable to the spirit of the 
orders I had received, to retain possession of the killa of Byzabad and the 
persons of the Bhow Begum’s two principal eunuchs until the sum she had 
stipulated to pay was fully liquidated, or the Hon’ble Board should notify their 
further pleasure. 

A true copy, 

J. NEAVE, 

Assistant to the jResident at the Vizier’s Court. 


Translation of a wiiting given by Major "William Palmer to the Nabob Fyzulla Cawn. 

Whereas treaties of various articles having subsisted formerly between 
the late Vizier Shuja-ul-Dowla, and the present Vizier Asuph-ul-Dowla with 
the Nabob Eyzulla Oawn, one article contained in those treaties was 
that the Nabob Eyzulla Oawn should, whenever His Excellency sent his troops 
upon service, supply a force to join them of two or three thousand men. 
This has been the occasion of disputes and doubts between the parties. 
Therefore the Nabob Eyzulla Oawn has through me requested His Excellency the 
Vizier to remit that article by which he is bound to supply a force occasionally, 
instead of which he agrees to pay fifteen lacks of rupees in the following manner. 
Eive lacks to be paid immediately, five lacks in the kharif and two lacks in the 
rubby of the year 1191 Euslee and the remaining three lacks in the beginning 
of the kharif of the Euslee year 1192. His Excellency the Vizier has also agreed 
upon these conditions to remit the obligation by that article in the former 
treaties from the date the 14th of Babi-ul-Awal in the Hijri year 1197, the rest 
of the articles remaining in full force. I, who am deputed on the part of "FTis 
Excellency the Vizier and the gentlemen of the Council, engage that the Nabob 
Vizier shall not expect a supply of troops, and should he demand it the gentle- 
men with him on the part of the gentlemen of the Council shall remonstrate 
against his dema,nds, provided the Nawab Eyzulla Cawn complies with all 
the articles contained in the treaty between His Excellency and him, excepting 
that article by which he is to supply a force and that the Nabob Eyzulla Cawn 
do not encourage or protect the farmers of the Nabob’s country in his own 
country. His Excellency the Vizier will on his part comply with the articles 
of the former treaty, and the officers of his Government will not protect or 
encourage any of Eyzulla Oawn’s farmers in their districts. I agree to have the 
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treaty on tlie part of His Excellency tlie "Vizier for disengaging th.e Nabob 
Eyzulla Cawn'from the obligation of supplying a force and the paper of gua- 
rantee from the gentlemen of the Council wrote and sent to the Nabob Eyzulla 
Cawn. Dated the 16th Rawi-ul-Awal 1197 Hiiri on 17th of the month of 
February 1783. 

Agreed to in Council at Fort IVilliam, the 30th June 1783. 

A true translation, 

ROBERT GREGORY, 

Assistant (o the Resident at the Vizier's Court. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 

EDWARD WHEDER. 

JOHN MACPHERSON. 

JOHN STABLES. 
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Proceedings of tlie Secret Select Oommittee from 3rd July to 21st July 

1783. 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 3rd July 1783. 

Thursday. Ax a Councix, present : 

Edward Whbdbr, Esq. 

John MacPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

The Governor- General, at CMnsurah . 

Read and approved the Proceedings o£ the 30 th ultimo. 


To — The Right Hon’blb G. Lord Macartney, K.B., President and Governor, and Select 

Committee, Port St. George. 

My Lord, — I most sincerely congratulate Tour Lordship, &e„ on the 
successful efforts of this brave army in carrying at one stroke the whole of the 
outposts and redoubts of the enemy, -with 18 pieces of artillery mounted in 
them, their loss in Europeans killed and wounded, according to the Prisoners’ 
Report, being 26 officers and 600 men. We have also lost many excellent officers 
and brave men. On the preceding day, I called as a council of war the 
two officers next in command to me, Major-General Bruce and Colonel Stuart. 
I acquainted them of the state of our affairs in general, the letter I had received 
from the Admiral representing the sickly condition of his men, and the state of 
the water, which might oblige him to return to Madras ; also the approach of 
the Erenoh fleet, but above all the indefatigable industry visible in the vast works 
they were making on the high grounds • and lines in communication with the 
post, commonly called Brychmyres, thus stretching along the next by which we 
must approach the place, and I requested General Bruce and Colonel Stuart 
freely to speak their minds. I had called the Chief Engineer and the command- 
ing officers of the Bengal and Coast Artillery as deliberative, desiring to know 
in their different departments if they were in readiness in so far as regarded 
materials for closing the redoubts after we should get possession, and to form a 
sort of first parallels, and as to guns with the sufficient supply of stores for the 
enterprise. They agreed that everything was in readiness, and we were unani- 
mously of opinion that there was not an hour to be lost in driving the Erenoh 
from all their outposts into Cuddalore or under the guns. I immediately present- 
ed the plan I meant to follow in effecting our purpose, a copy of which .1 
have the honor of enclosing. It was in general most exactly followed, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Kelly, in the precise moment agreed upon, got possession of the 
posts of the enemy in the Bandipollam hills, with their guns, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Catheart, at the head of the Grenadiers, supported by Colonel Stuart, 
commanding the advanced pickets on the left, consisting of the remains of the 
73rd regiment under Captain Lament, and two battalions of sepoys made a 
movement to turn the enemy’s right flank. In advancing they sustained such 
heavy fire, and the ground so difficult, that with great judgment Colonel Stuart 
covered his people until he could better reconnoitre, and some further disposition 
could be taken to approach the enemy from different quarters. Nearly about 
the same time he sent me a report of his situation, and I gave orders in conse- 
quence to the reserve under Colonel Gordon to make a movement in advance to 
their left, and to Major-General Bruce to march from the right in the direction 
of the redoubt, if the ground would admit of it. The General had very pro- 
perly posted Lieutenant- Colonel Edmondson upon the sand hills near the sea 
to support the four brass 18-pounders, and prevent our being flanked on that 
side. CTpon further information that the redoubt which principally annoyed the 
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Grenadiers was to be got at in the rear, orders were given for the Grenadiers, the 
reserve, and the right under General Bruce to close upon the enemy with their 
musquetry, leaving their guns under cover, and I desired the commanding 
officer of Artillery to fire three guns as a signal and to continue a heavy fi.re 
for fi.ve minutes on the enemy’s redoubt in the front, opposite to Colonel Stuart 
and the Grenadiers, whilst the reserve under Colonel Gordon was moving on. 
Upon our fi.re ceasing the attack on all sides to begin. The reserve which 
consisted chiefly of the remains of His Majesty’s 101st and of the detachment 
from the 15th and 16th Hanoverians, with five companies of Captain Muirhead’s 
battalion of sepoys, advanced in the best order imaginable under the heaviest 
fire of musquetry round and grape from the enemy that I ever beheld ; the 
greater part had got within the enemy’s entrenchments ; many of our officers 
fell there. The detachment of His Majesty’s Hanoverians under Uieutenant- 
Colonel Wagenham and Major "Varenious behaved most remarkably well ; the 
Major fell in the attempt. The company of Grenadiers of His Majesty’s 101st 
and the officers of that corps and the officers and sepoys of the 20th Carnatic 
Battalion shewed the greatest spirit and steadiness, and if the other men of the 
101st had seconded the efforts of their officers and their Grenadiers, there is not 
a doubt but the business would have been over at once ; but they did not, and 
our people in that attack were for a certain time drove back and pursued 
to a considerable distance by the enemy. However, at that precise time when 
the Brench were in pursuit, our Grenadiers under Lieutenant-Colonel Cathcart 
and Major Moore with Colonel Stuart and Captain Lamont, with the precious 
remains of the 73rd, entered the redoubt on the side where it was not entirely 
closed, and not only took possession of it, but pushed forward to a post called 
Bryekmyer’s considerably in advance, and were for some time in possession of it 
with the guns, but obliged to quit upon fresh troops pouring in upon them. Our 
people kept hold of the first redoubt as commanding or enJfilading everything in 
the front or to the right of it, and therefore a good point to go from in our 
approaches ; it was ordered to be closed by the Chief Engineer as soon as pos- 
sible. The havock done by our guns from the heights now appeared plain, and 
having thus secured by Colonel Kelly and his brigade the commanding points of 
the Bandipollam hills, giving an opening to the large tank that lays between 
them, and seeing from thence in reverse the whole bound-hedge of Cuddalore, 
and having secured a post for to approach from, of such importance as before 
mentioned, I thought it sufficient for the day, considering the number of our 
brave men that had fallen. The spirit of our people after so severe an action 
was so undaunted that I was urged to proceed further and to drive the whole of 
the enemy into the fort that evening although we must have had both heavy 
guns and musquetry to encounter with. But I declined it both for the above 
reason, and because, from my knowledge of the Erenoh, I was sure that after 
a night’s reflection of wbat happened they wordd not try a second day out of 
the fort. It happened so, for they abandoned in the course of the night all 
their remaining outposts and drew off their guns, excepting three, which we 
brought into the redoubt. The enclosed return will shew to Your Lordship, 
&c., the guns we have taken from the enemy. Two of them are upon the bill 
and two in the redoubt, ready to open against their former masters. I shall 
in a separate letter, so soon as I know it with precision, acquaint you of the 
loss on our side. It is with infinite regret that I mention the loss*^of Captain 
Douglas, Deputy Adjutant-General, as an officer and a member of society, and 
the same of Lieutenant Peter Campbell, my first Aid-de-Oamp. Major Yarenious 
fell haranguing his men advancing to the redoubt. The Hon’ble Captain 
Lindsey, Commanding the Grenadiers of the 73rd, was wounded and taken pri- 
soner, refusing to suffer his own people to remain behind with him. I have had 
no account of him since. In a woi'd nothing I believe in history ever exceeded 
the heroism and coolness of this army in general, visible to every one, for it 
lasted from 4 in the morning to 2. in the afternoon. I think it my duty 
to give the earliest information to the Admiral. I sent him a letter of which 
the enclosed is a copy. I have received his answer, by which I think we may 
look for his steady support until the service is over, specially as we can now by 
the assistance of a battalion from Tanjore, at Porto Novo and Chillumbrum, 
give him every assistance, both in provisions and water, which he may need. I 
enclose to Your Lordship, &c., a letter wrote to Mr. Sulivan on that and other 
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subjects. The Admiral with the whole fleet is now at anchor near our rice 
ships, and by our last account Monsieur Suffren was seen by him to the south- 
ward with 15 ships of the line and two frigates. I have wrote to Major-Gen- 
eral Bourgoyne to give orders (with the previous information to Government) 
that 200 Hanoverians, with all the recovered men and recruits belonging to 
His Majesty’s troops now at or near the Presidency, be sent with the utmost 
dispatch to us by sea, and I beg leave to recommend to Tour Hordship, &c., 
to order the same regarding the recruits and recovered men of the Company’s 
Europeans. In a separate letter I shall give the reasons. Tour Eordship, &c., 
will see from my letters enclosed to the Admiral what has been done relative to 
Chillumbrum, and my reasons for not losing a moment in taking possession of 
that important post. Lieutenant Brickmyre, who commands, acquaints me in 
two letters that he has found 34 pieces of cannon there, and that he is now 
busy in unspiking the few that were spiked. An infinite number of cannon 
and musquet balls has been found, and he has found the means to extinguish 
the fire which the enemy had set to the paddy and rice. He tTiinlcs he will be 
able to save 8,000 or 10,000 collums of paddy, and to discover a great deal more 
which is hid there and in the country. He is a very diligent painstaking man, 
speaks the language, and knows the manner of the country people, and I think 
him the properest man for the present to command there. Monsieur Suffren 
being actually now at anchor at the mouth of the Caloroon, but I know Brick- 
myre is not soon frightened. I have had no answer from the Worriore Pollum 
man, and yet there can be no excuse if we are not now well supplied with 
bullock and sheep because Chillumbrum secures the communication. I beg 
leave to recommend Major of Brigade Bichardson to be Deputy Adjutant-Gen- 
eral in the room of Captain Douglas, and Lieutenant Charles Smart to be my 
second Aid-de-Camp upon the establishment, in the room of Lieutenant P. Camp- 
bell. If there has been any omission on my part in not informing Tour Lord- 
ship, &c,, that Lord William Murray, who has the King’s leave to serve as 
Captain in His Majesty’s troops in the East Indies, and the same in regard to 
Lieutenant Thomson, Lieutenant and Quarter-Master with the Grenadiers, I 
say if through any want of form these officers or others who I do not recollect 
have not been reported by me to Tour Lordship, &c., I trust they will not 
suffer on that account by being denied their allowance according to their ranks 
and station, these officers having acquainted me that the Paymaster declines 
paying them but by your orders. 

I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, &c.. 

Camp in advance ; ^ Tour most obedient and 

S. OP CuDDAXORE. > most humble servant. 

The 15th June 1783. ) JAMES STUART. 


The army lay upon their arms for 20 hours after the business of the 13th 
was over, and until I had the means to bring our camp further in advance, 
now that we had silenced the guns planted on the enemy’s outposts. Our right 
is now within a mile of Cuddalore, but as I had the honor in a former letter 
to represent to Tour Lordship, &o., having now so large a circuit of posts to 
occupy iu front, added to our loss in action and sickness incident to fatigue, and 
having nearly a brigade to cover oar rear and landing place, I repeat that 
unless the force under Colonel Eullarton does come near to co-operate and take 
off some part of the heavy duty that now falls to our share, this army will in a 
very short time be melted to nothing through sickness and other accidents. I 
have accounts of bullocks and sheep to a considerable number, but in very bad 
order, being arrived at Permacoil. However much we may need them, it is 
impossible for me to send an escort, and therefore you will be pleased to let 
Lieutenant Dows know that he must wait for the Light Dragoons and 12th 
Battalion to bring them forward. I need not repeat what I have said concerning 
our want of gram. In case my information is right that there is none now in 
these ships here, the horses must inevitably be ruined, if the quantity indented 
for ha.s not been sent, and if 7,000 bags are now defloient of the indent. 
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I have mislaid my letter of the 14th to the Admiral. I can only find that 
of the 11th now sent, but I desire Sir Edward to forward to Your E^dship, &c., 
the other letter. The papers now enclosed are No, 1, letter to the Resident at 
Tanjore ; No. 3, General disposition for the attack of the Erenoh lines on the 
13th ; No. 4, Eetum of ordnance taken. 

J. S. 

A true copy, 

THOMAS KINGSGOTE, 

Deputy Secretary . 


Secret Hept. Eort VV illiam, the 7th July 1783. 

At a. COTTNCIIi, TBESENT : 

The Hon’ble Wakben Hastings, Governor-General, president. 
Eewad WHEiiEB, Esq. 

John MaoPhebson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 8rd instant. 


Extracts from the Diary of Mr. D. Anderson, dated 12tli June. 

Bow Bucksey informed me that Scindia had letters from Poonah, from 
which he found, that although Bagonath Bow had agreed with Keshoo Pundit 
to come here, and that he was only waiting for money for his use, and although 
some writings had passed between him and Scindia on the subject, he was now 
likely to take another resolution, as Harry Pundit, partly, as was suppossd, 
with the concurrence of Nanah, had pressed him strongly to come to Poonah, 
and offered to give his granddaughter in marriage to his ('Bagonath Bow’s) 
son, and that as Bagonath Bow’s wife was strongly on the side of Harry Pundit 
it was apprehended that Bagonath Bow would take that part, in which case 
Scindia said it would overset the plan concerted in our treaty and draw reflec- 
tions on himself as he could not then be answerable for Bagonath Bow’s safety 
and honor which might be in danger. He therefore desired that I would write 
to Mr. Boddam to endeavour to persuade Bagonath Bow to come along with 
Keshoo Pundit, and at any rate prevent him from going to Poonah. 

I asked Bow Bucksey how Mr. Boddam could prevent him ? He replied 
he might detain him at Surat. I observed that in such case, if the Peshwa 
should write to Mr. Boddam that the period of the treaty was expired, and he 
must not protect Bagonath Bow any longer, and much less detain him against 
his will what then must Mr. Boddam do ? Bow Bucksey replied that he must 
answer that he acts according to the plan concerted between Scindia and Mr. 
Anderson, and that he would write to them on the subject before he can receive 
an answer. I remarked that the Peshwa might reasonably say that there is 
another article in the treaty, by which Mr. Boddam must be regulated in 
preference to anything settled verbally, and that as he had proposed that Scindia 
and I should have a meeting in two or three days, I wovdd in the mean time 
consider it, and then consult with Scindia about what ought to be done. 

I had received intelligence some two days ago that Scindia had given a 
khelaut of rejoicing to Tippoo’s vakeel on the happy news of the victory gained 
by his master over the English. I could scarcely believe this intelligence, but, 
as I knew it was circulated in all the newspapers, I thought it suflBlciently pro- 
bable to mention it to Bow Bucksey. Contrary to my expectations he acknow- 
ledged the truth of the main circumstance, the giving of the khelaut, but said 
that the occasion of it was only on the man’s being appointed from the Deccan 
to officiate as a news-writer. I stated to the Bow the construction that would 
be put on this circumstance in the ideas of all the neighbouring powers, and 
the difficulty I should be under in mentioning it to my superiors, I added that 
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it was of so much consequence and had thrown me into so much perturbation 
of mind that I must from this day leave off all further business ; that I desired 
he would mention what had passed betwixt us to Scindia, and consider what 
was now to be done to correct the effects of this imprudence, and that I should 
myself take a little time for calm reflection. 

13th June . — In the evening Bow Bucksey came to me. He said that he had 
informed Scindia of what' I had said yesterday; that this had thrown him into 
the greatest consternation ; that he bad at first resolved to come immediately to 
me to explain matters; that afterwards it was resolved Bow Bucksey should first 
come to me ; and that having requested me to state to him openly every suspi- 
cion I might harbour of any kind he was to shew me some papers ; and that 
then Scindia and I should have a meeting to remove effectually all my doubts, 
and to obviate as far as possible the evil consequences that might arise from 
the conduct of Tippoo’s Vakeels in publishing to the world the circumstance of 
the khelaut, and ascribing it to an occasion very different from that which had 
really given rise to it. 

I informed Bow Bucksey that I had shewn no doubts or suspicions on 
any other point ; that indeed on receiving the first news of the capture of the 
Hanger, and the silence of the Peshwa, I could not help entertaining many 
doubts of the Peshwa’s Ministers, and I had freely communicated them to 
him, but that it appeared, from my last letters from Bombay, that the Peshwa 
had written to that Government that he had given orders for the release of 
the Hanger, and that if this took place and the Peshwa sent people, as it was 
expected, to carry the treaty into execution, of course every doubt that I could 
have upon the subject immediately vanished. It was therefore needless for 
me to say anything further on that matter until I should receive further 
advices from Bombay. That with respect to Scindia himself I had not the 
smallest suspicion or complaint except what was inspired by the circumstances 
of the khelaut, and that this I wished to have cleared up before we discussed 
any other business, as it was already circulated to all the neighbouring courts, 
and would doubtless be transmitted through many channels to my superiors 
at Calcutta, in whose minds (unless some explanation was given by Scindia 
through me) it would be a strong refutation of all that I had for a long time 
been writing in praise of his friendship and sincerity. 

Bow Bucksey then enlarged on Scindia’s strong attachment towards the 
English, the satisfaction which he derived from the character he had acquired 
with our Government as well in this country, as in Europe, and the jealousy 
which his connection with the English had given rise to in the minds of some 
of the Ministers, he then produced to me the following original papers : — 

No. 1. Translation of a letter to Mahijee Scindia from Gobind Barn 
and Sicca Ram, his Vakeels at Poonah, dated the 12th of Jum- 
mud-ul-Okhur, 1197 of the Hijirah. 

No. 2. Translation of a letter from Nanah Phurnavese, dated the 9th 
Zummad - ul- S uany . 

No. 3. Translation of a Mahratta letter from Nanah Phurnavese to 
Mada Row Scindia, dated the 12th of Zummad-ul-Suany. 

It was, he said, in consequence of the first letter that Scindia had given 
some clothes to Tippoo’s Vakeel. He had given them as a thing of course on 
his appointment, and without any reference whatever to the news of Tippoo’s 
success. He observed that that news had not reached the Vakeel by any des- 
patches from his principal, or from the superior Vakeel at Poonah. He remarked 
that if a khelaut had been given on the occasion of the news, it should have 
been given also to the old Vakeel, who had attended his camp for many 
years, and not been confined to the new one who came in the train of Nur 
Sing, and had now on his death succeeded in part of his charge. He remarked 
that since I had been in his camp news had been received of several vic- 
tories gained by Hyder over the English, but he had never on any former 
occasion of that kind given a khelaut to his Vakeel; it would indeed be 
absurd if he did it now at a time when his whole thoughts were taken up in 
strengthening bis connection withthe English. He observed that with respect to 
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Tippoo the situation of Ms own territories gave Mm very little reason either to 
fear Ms enmity or court his favour ; it was only in prosecuting the plans of 
the English and the Peshwa that he could ever have anything to do with 
him. Bow Buoksey concluded with telling me that he had now laid matters 
before me, and Soindia would come himself tomorrow in order effectually to 
remove all my doubts, and would give me any assurances, either verbal or in 
writing, that I chose. 


Bow Buoksey had now said everything that was to he said, and he expect- 
ed my reply. I approved of the judicious conduct which Scindia and Bow 
Bueksey had adopted in their candidly imparting everything to me. I assured 
Mm that I entertained no doubts whatever of Scindia, with whose conduct I 
had always been perfectly satisfied ; that on the circumstances which had given 
rise to this discussion he had given me the fullest satisfaction, and I should 
not fail to represent everything to my superiors in a proper light ; that I was 
sorry to put Scindia to the trouble of visiting me ; that with respect to myself 
it was wholly unnecessary, as nothing remained to be cleared up, but that I 
should with pleasure accept of the honor he intended me, as an external 
demonstration of his attachment to the English would be the most effectual 
means of counteracting all the idle reports of this kind which had been cir- 
culated to the different Courts of Hindostan in consequence of his giving 
cloths to Tippoo’s Vakeel. 


15th June . — Scindia paid me a visit. After he had conversed some time in 
public, he retired with three or four of his confidential officers to a separate 
tent, where we held a long conference. He seemed extremely anxious to obli- 
terate the impressions which I might have received from his having given 
cloths to Tippoo’s Vakeel. He repeated all that Bow Buoksey had before 
said on the occasion, and he added that after having engaged so deeply in the 
interests of the English, it would be absurd in him to court the friendsMp of 
their opponent. He exputiated on the warmth of his attachment to the English, 
and to the Governor-General in particular, for whom he entertained so strong 
and unalterable a regard that if it were even possible, he said, that ever the 
Company should abolish the present connection, his sentiments of friendship 
for the Governor-General would remain invariably the same. He remarked how 
little he was subject to be influenced by temporary misfortunes to which in the 
eourse of war all were liable ; that whilst Colonel Camac was acting against 
him he had received the news of different advantages gained by Hyder over 
the English, to wMch he had paid little regard ; that if such was the case at a 
time when he was engaged in hostilities against us, it was not likely that he 
would pay much regard to news of this kind now when he was connected 
with us by the closest ties of friendship. He remarked that the Peshwa was an 
infant, and that although he himself was entrusted with the charge of his 
interests with respect to the English, yet I must well know the disposition 
of some of the persons who had acquired an influence in the direction of his 
affairs. He Mnted that he trusted to our support to enable him at some 
future period to set matters to rights, and he inferred that as he looked to us 
for support in liis domestic concerns it would be absurd in bim to forfeit 
by any foreign connections. He paid me some compliments and 
observ^ he was sure that a friendship that was established in our hearts would 
never be affected, at whatever distance I might be, by any misrepresent- 
ation of external circumstances. He expressed himself pleased at my commu- 
mc^mg my doubts on the present occasion to Bow Buoksey, and wished that 

a • \ III iny reply I assured 

Scindia of tlm thorough conviction wMoh I had of his friendship, and of the 
nl^iice which the English placed on it in respect to the circumstance which 
had given Mm ^ much trouble at present. I remarked that I had laid it 
down as a rule to commmiioate with Bow Bueksey without reserve every idea 

f ^ however loose or iU- 

tounded , that I had adopted this rule because in the situation in which I was 
placed it w^ particularly incumbent on me to guard against the effect of 
m^represenUfaons, and he must be sensible that there were not wanting many 

ffivo3«?o^+ 7 every tMng on which they could place an un- 

^ constructipn; that the explanations he had given me were fully 
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satisfactory, and tliat I liad no doubts whatever remaining in my mind. I 
assm*ed Mm that I could with confidence declare that the favorable sentiments 
which he entertained towards our Government could not exceed those which 
our Government entertained towards him ; that the Governor-General, whose 
letters were written with the frankness of private friendship, in every one of 
them expressed Ms sentiments of Scindia in a style of uncommon warmth ; that 
I had then in my hand one which I had that moment received, in which, 
speaking of the affair of the Itanger, he seemed to entertain neither doubt nor 
apprehension, as Scindia, he said, was concerned as the guarantee in procuring 
redress, and that in every point he placed Ms reliance on liTm 

Scindia seemed not to have the smallest doubt regarding the JRanger. He 
assured me that Nanah had sent down a Pundit to make enquiry into the 
cause of that affair. In addition to the circumstances mentioned before, he 
said that it was alleged the JSdahratta fleet had been out on a piratical cruise for 
some time, and could not possibly be informed of the final conclusion of the 
peace. 

With regard to Tippoo he said that his people had declared that their 
master was willing in all things to be regulated by him, but that he expected 
a more direct and express answer through Ramjee Patele, whom he had for 
that purpose sent to Poonah. A dispute had arisen betwext him and the 
Prench. Tippoo wanted to restrict the Prench from all correspondence with 
the other country powers, but they had answered that they were his allies, not 
his servants, and would correspond with whomsoever they pleased. Bow Buck- 
sey afterwards informed me that partly on account of these disputes Tippoo 
had laid aside his intention of returning to the Carnatic, and would canton 
during the rains in his own country. I took an opportunity of mentioning to 
Scindia the news which I had yesterday received of a peace with Prance and 
Spain. This led to a long conversation, in which it seemed to be agreed by all 
that a general peace in Hindostan, as well as in Purope, was now very near. 

At Scindia’s desire I produced the ratified copy of the additional treaty. 
He expressed his satisfaction at the concurrence of our Government with his 
wishes in this matter, as well as on the renunciation of the rights which we 
held in consequence of treaties with Ragonath Row. 

After a long conference in which each seemed more than usually desirous 
of showing their mutual regard, Scindia took his leave, and we parted to all 
appearance more than ever satisfied with each other. 


T>. ANDERSON. 


Translation o£ a letter to Mahajbe Sindia from Gobin Ram, and Sicca Ram, his Vakeels at 
Poonah, dated the 12th Jummad-ul-Akher 1197 of the Hijirah. 

Prom the receipt of your letter we have understood the circumstances you 
have communicated to us, and we have delivered the letters addressed to Nana 
Purnavees. Accordingly Nanah having sent for Noor Oawn, the Vakeel of 
Hyder Naick, and held a conversation with him, he wrote a letter to Tippoo, 
which he consigned to the said Vakeel, and also caused him to write a letter 
from Mmself to Tippoo Sahib: this matter you will understand from NanaMs 
own writing. In the lifetime of Hyder Oawn the above mentioned Noor Oawn 
dispatched Nur Singh Row to your presence to transact business. There was 
a pundit in the capacity of a news-writer along with him,_ who at present 
attends upon you. With regard to this pundit, Noor Oawn has informed us that 
after the death of Nur Singh he sent him a power to transact business that 
he might send intelligence from thence, and he has desired us to represent this 
circumstance to you. We therefore request that you will give him favourable 
assurances, and for his encouragement give him a few pieces of cloth, for Ms 
writings are credited by Noor Oawn who has written to Tippoo Sahib. Until 
an answer arrives it is necessary you should keejj the said pundit with encou- 
ragement and favourable assurances, also furmsh the family of the deceased 
Nur Sing with a passport and send them to the Dekkan. 
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No. 2.— Translation of a letter from Nanah Phubnavees, written the 9th Jummad-ul-Saany. 

You wrote “ that Mr. Anderson had given you a letter for the restitution 
of the Peshwa’s forts and territories, and had written to the gentlemen at 
Bombay and Surat to deliver them up ; that he had also written regarding 
Bao-onath Bow, and that you had accordingly forwarded these letters to Surat 
hy'the hands of Kishoo Anunt, That it was advisable in the first place to 
receive possession of the territories, and that the business of ■ Bagonath Bow 
would become a subsequent matter, for it would not be proper to defer taking 
possession of the territories on account of Ragonath Bow; that everything 
would be settled according to the periods stipulated; that I must therefore 
receive the letter for the delivery of the territories ; and that you had on this 
subject fully expressed to Narroo Sher Bee, by whom they would be communi- 
cated to me.*’ 

All these particulars I have fully understood. It is very well. You will 
accordingly cause the letter for delivering up the forts and territories to be 
forwarded to me. 

Translated from the diction of Bow Bucksey. 

D. ANBEBSON. 


Translation of a Mahratta letter from Nanah Phubnavees to Mada Row Scindia, dated the 

12tli of Jummad-ul-Saany* 

I have received your letter in “ which you mention that from the nevi^'s- 
papers and other channels of intelligence, you have heard that Purseram 
Bhow and Annund Bow Bastah, with 10,000 troops, are going to the assis- 
tance of Tippoo ; and that they are actually getting ready for that purpose ; 
that a friendship having been established betwixt the English Government 
and the Peshwa this intelligence has given you great astonishment ; that such 
measures never must take place ; that on the contrary orders must be issued for 
punishing Tippoo, and troops must be soon detached for that purpose. 

My friend, since I have settled through you a treaty with the English, 
how is it possible that I should think of sending troops to the assistance of 
Tippoo ? This is a thing that never can he, nor is it advisable. But letters 
have been written from Poonah to Tippoo, proposing to him a friendship with the 
Peshwa. If he should refuse to comply with the late treaty, the English and 
the Peshwa will unite together and carry on war against him. But the season 
of the rains is now near at hand, and we must wait for an answer to the letters 
which have been written to Tippoo. It is impossible to act with any effect 
against him during the rainy season. After the rains are over we must prepare 
for war ; you are well informed of the distress which this Government is under 
for money. Our principal Chief is ELolkar. I have written to Narroo Pundit 
• Bow Bucksey informed me that about the means* to be taken in order to enable 

““ ‘o S” readiness. Ton also will 

on Alliah Bhye (who has the manage- 6XGrtl yOUrSGlt tO txlG SaiD© purpoSG^ SO that tho 

SmUy)1o adva^nTthe s^fwhi^h^^m of Holkar joined with those of the Peshwa 

he wanted by Tukojee. may DG aDiG to procGed 021 thc intended war. 


Subjoined in NanaVs own bandwriting : — 

After I have sent you a treaty with the English, the news you have 
received of our sending troops to assist Tippoo gives me much astonishment. 
Why did you not first reflect on this matter in your own mind ? It is very 
wonderful ; how could I do such a thing ? I have written the particulars of 
this mstter to !Narroo Shesdeo, hy whom they will he fully represented to you. 

Translated from the diction of Sudashee Mulkar 

Bhow Bucksey. 

B. ANBEBSON. 

S6 P. D. 
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Fort William, the 9th. July 1783. 

At a OotJiircix, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, 'President. 
Edward Whelbr, Esq., 

John Stabdes, Esq., 

Mr. Macpherson, indisposed. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of yesterday. 


To Mr. John Bristow. 

Sir, — Conformably to the reference of the Eoarcl I recommend and enjoin 
your strictest attention to the following instructions : — 

Jst — The balance due from the Nabob "Vizier to the Company, partly from 
the negligence and inaccuracy with which the monthly accounts were drawn 
out, and partly from the inattention of the. late Resident, had been suffered 
to accumulate to an amount exceeding that at which it stood at the close of 
the last year, notwithstanding the special care which I myself had taken in my 
agreement with the Nabob Vizier concluded on the 19th of September 178*1 
at Chunar, and my instructions delivered at the same time to the Resident, since 
inforced with very peremptory and repeated orders. This obliged me lately 
to write in very strong and unusual terms both to the Resident and to the Minis- 
ter, and produced the effect of an immediate exertion and consequent discharge 
of a part of the balance, and assurances of the speedy payment of the remainder. 
I do not implicitly rely on these assurances, but conclude that on your arrival 
you will find either a large balance still outstanding of the last year’s account, 
or that the whole has been paid off by encroachments on the current year’s 
revenue. In either base your attention will be equally required to the state- 
ment of this year’s assignment unless it shall have been already accbmplished. 
You will be careful to guard against ficticious estimates, and if any such shall 
appear in the assignment already formed, you will of course insist upon their 
being changed for others or their jumma reduced to their real value, and others 
added to complete the sum of the year’s demands, that is to say, the last year’s 
arrears, the two subsidies of the current year, and the other sums for the pay- 
ment of which our Government has or shall have made itself responsible, so 
that at the close of the year the whole shall be entirely and completely dis- 
charged. 

Snd — You will observe a very considerable difference between Mr. Middle- 
ton’s and the corrected account delivered to him by the Accountant-General, 
and now in the possession of your Accountant, Mr. Womb well, a difference 
nearly equal to 30 lacks of rupees. To the former, though made up with 
false calculations, gross omissions, and even balances falsely transferred from 
one month’s account to the other, Mr. Middleton has pertinaciously adhered, 
affecting to call the difference a new claim upon the Nabob. I fear this may 
render it an unpleasant oflB.ce to you to rectify his errors, as I have no doubt 
that the same declaration which he has made to this Government will have 
been made as a concession to the Nabob and his Minister, and of course your 
demand for the difference treated as unjust and formed on false pretences. But 
the real account is so clear, and the differences so self-apparent, that it will 
be impossible for the Minister to controvert or misunderstand them, however 
he may affect the latter. 

3 f.d — Endeavour to obtain an early and minute information of the state of 
the Province of Oude especially, and the rest of the Nabob Vizier’s domi- 
nions, and report the result of your enquiries to me under the following 
heads, viz . : — 

1st — ^Their Government. 

Snd — Their military defence and distribution of the Nabob’s forces. 

3rd — Revenue. 

Mh — Disposition and actual conduct of the zeminders, and. the means 
taken for restoring and preserving the quiet of the country. 
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5th — The character and credit of the principal Aumils. 

6th — Under this general head I must also refer to your enquiry, and 
desire you will inform me whether the sums lately levied, or 
affirmed to have been levied and brought to the Company’s 
credit by Mr. Thomson, have been drawn from the revenue of 
the last year, or borrowed, and assignments given for the repay- 
ment on the revenues of that year, or exacted by anticipations 
of the current revenue, one of which cases I very much sus- 
pect, because they must have been received at a season in 
which the regular collections are always at a stand. 

7th — Also by what mode and through what agents these collections 
were made. 

4th — Immediately on your arrival sound the disposition of Hyder Beg 
Cawn ; his conduct has for some time past been highly reproachable. Till within 
these three months, when Mr. Johnson assumed a large portion of his autho- 
rity, he possessed without control both the unparticipated and entire adminis- 
tration, with all the powers annexed to that Government, the Nabob himself 
being, as he ever must be, in the hands of some person, a mere cypher in his, 
and the sanction by which he exercised his authority ; yet he has dared both 
to use the Nabob’s name and even his seal affixed to letters, either dictated to 
the Nabob or written from him without his knowledge, containing very impro- 
per demands on our Government, and such as evidently tended to promote 
Hyder Beg’s influence and interest ; and even to make him assume a very un- 
becoming tone of refusal, reproach, and resentment, in opposition to measures 
recommended by me, and even to acts done by my authority in literal conform- 
ity to the Nabob’s own and earnest solicitations, such as the resumption of 
the jagheers, and the seizure of his father’s treasures which had been so long 
suffered to remain in the hands of the Begum, his mother, and the other condi- 
tions of the engagement exacted from me at Chunar. On every occasion of 
this kind the late flesident has been the faithful echo and support of the Minis- 
ter’s pretensions. 1 must, therefore, have recourse to you for the introduction 
of a new system in that Government. Nor can I omit, while I express my 
reliance upon you for this purpose, to repeat the sentiments which I expressed 
in the verbal instructions which I gave you at your departure “ that there 
can be no mediurn in the relation between the Resident and the Minister, 
but either the Resident must be the slave and vassal of the Minister or the 
Minister be at the absolute devotion of the Resident.” Much as I am dis- 
pleased at the conduct of the Minister, I impute it more to the sufferance of 
^l*l*ileton than to himself, and if he will submit to hold his office on such 
conditions as I require I would certainly prefer him to any other man who 
could be nominated to his office because he possesses abilities and a knowledge 
of business ; he exists by his dependance on the influence of our Government ; 
and. above all, because a change of administration in a Government so loose as 
that of Oude, where all the parts of it are held together by the exertion of 
actual power, and not by the springs of an established constitution, would 
be unavoidably productive of confusion and loss of revenue/ therefore it may 
be ad■^dsable to try hiin by the mode of conciliation in your first conversation 
with him, at the same time that it will be necessary to declare to him in the 
plainest terms the footing and conditions on which he shall be permitted to 
retam his place, with the alternative of dismission and a scrutiny into his past 
conduct if he refuses it. In the first place, I will not receive from the Nabob 
as his, letters dictated by the spirit of opposition, but shall consider every such 
attem^ as the Minister’s, and as an insult on our Government. In the second 
place I sh^ expect that nothing is done in his official character but with 
your knowledge and participation. At the same time the first share of the 
responsibility will rest with you; the other conditions will follow distinctly in 
their places, because I consider you as responsible for them. 

T Administration can be properly conducted without regular officers* 

In that of Oude there is not one, the whole being ingrossed by the Minister. 

indispensably necessary, first, an office of collections ; secondly, an office 
ot! treasury.. I insist upon the establishments being formed immediately, and 
It must be- your care to appoint such checks- to each, that whatever sums are 
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paid from the revenue shall be duly entered and credit given for their exact 
amount in the ofB.ce of collections, and in like manner that no sums shall pass 
the treasury without a similar control. The heads of these offices must of 
course be under the general direction of the Minister in all points excepting 
their accounts, for the fidelity of which you must he solely responsible, and 
made liable to the severest punishments if they falsify them. What other 
offices may have been in use in the time of the Nabob Shuja-ud-Dowla, and at 
this time necessary, you will enquire, and either cause them to be re-estab- 
lished or not as it shall appear to be proper. 

In this last description I include the adawluts. You will find them recom- 
mended, but conditionally, in my instructions to Mr. Middleton. It is certain 
that the want of them, and the universal and extreme licentiousness occasioned 
thereby, is one of the most disreputable defects of the Yizier’s Government, yet 
I much doubt whether, introduced into such a state at once and abruptly, they 
would not add to the mischiefs which they were intended to redress, for perhaps 
there is scarce an individual who would not become immediately obnoxious to 
their authority, and I fear scarce an individual capable of discharging even a 
small portion of their decrees. While they do not exist] every man knows the 
hazard which he incurs in lending his money. Their establishment might tend 
to deceive by holding out the appearance of false assurances ; and with respect 
to oppressions of every species, unless each court was armed with a strong 
military force, it would not be in their power to prevent or punish them, 
neither on that case is it certain that they would not themselves prove the 
greatest instruments of oppression. The Aumils in the first instance, and the 
Munduls or chiefs of the villages ultimately, must supply this defect if it cannot 
be otherwise remedied. I merely intimate this subject to you as proper for 
your enquiry and consideration, but cannot give you any instructions concern- 
ing it. 

6th — Great care must be taken in the choice of Aumils. I shall not descend 
to particulars, but enjoin one caution only as indispensably necessary, that no 
Aumil be appointed to a frontier station without such pledge or other security 
for compelling his personal appearance whenever required, as may insure beyond 
a doubt his obedience and fidelity, and both these and others wherever stationed 
ought to have the means of self -protection and to be trusted and supported. 

Sth — Yrom the practice which the late Resident, his Deputy, and the Minis- 
ter seem to have prescribed to themselves of withholding all official information 
from me, I have been under the necessity of forming my opinion of the state 
of the Nabob’s Government upon private intelligence; but this from its 
variety, from its concurrence, notwithstanding the various channels . through 
which it has passed, and above all from its notoriety, comes to me with all the 
weight which the highest authority could give it. For some facts I have the 
testimony of sworn evidence, such are the transactions of the rebel zemindars of 
Goorokpur and Broach in the insurrections of the last year, which had for their 
immediate object the destruction of Colonel Hannay and the officers of his 
command, and iiltimately the extirpation of the English influence and power 
throughout the whole of the Nabob Yizier’s dominions. The zemindars who 
distinguished themselves on this occasion were Zalam Sing, Ajeet MuU, Gunoo 
Roy, and Pirty Pall Sing. I am well informed that these men have persevered 
in their rebellious conduct without deviation to the present time. Though the 
Nabob’s and not our Government is the object of it, represent to the Nabob 
and effectually the bad policy of suffering such examples to pass with impu- 
nity. Obtain his order for employing some sure means for apprehending 
these zemindars, and if it shall appear on a fair and regular enquiry that their 
conduct towards the Nabob (I pass over that which regards ourselves alone) 
has been such as it has been reported to be, he ought, and you must insist 
upon it, to punish them with death, and to treat with the same rigour every 
zemindar and every subject who shall be the leader in a rebellion against his 
authority. Severe as this injunction may appear at the first sight, it will be 
mercy in its effects, if the N abob will adopt the policy, by insuring the tran- 
quility of his country, and saving the blood of his people, for the resolution 
once published, and enforced in a single instance, will make it unnecessary t<» 
prosecute it to a second example. 
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XOfh — On th.e information of tlie defection of Almass Ali Cawn, of symptoms 
apparent of the like disposition in the Anmil of Bohilkhnnd, and of the general 
anarchy which prevailed, in every other part of the Nabob’s dominions, the 
Board, though officially unapprized of these as of every other subject requiring 
their knowledge of them, resolved and ordered that a strong detachment under 
Colonel Sir John Cummings should march into the dominions of the Nabob 
Vizier, both for its internal defence, and for the relief of the numerous detach- 
ments, which we understand, and this also from private information only, have 
been made by the sole authority of Mr. Johnson, covered by the Nabob’s 
formal requisition from the ai'my stationed at Cawnpoor. You will receive an 
order from the Board to notify to the commanding officer of every detachment 
that its services are no longer required, which notification it will rest with your 
discretion to make on the instant in which you shall see that it can be done 
with safety, and a corresponding order will be sent to Colonel Morgan to com- 
mand the instant return of every detachment within four and twenty hours 
after the receipt of every such notification. Upon this subject I desire you to 
bear in mind that the army in Cawnpoor, or in whatever part of the frontier 
it may be stationed, is appointed for the external defence of the Nabob’s domi- 
nions, and for that only ; that this was its original destination intended by the 
Treaty of 1773, commonly known by the Treaty of Benares; and that every 
deviation from this object, and every diminution of its force, are impolitic, 
and highly dangerous to our own existence, by the encouragement which it 
wall afford to foreign invasion. I understand that at this time there are 
only two regiments of sepoys left to support the small body of Europeans, to 
which the strength of that station is now reduced. Events may hereafter 
arise of so sudden and urgent an emergency as to require a temporary devia- 
tion from this maxim, but it will be with the greatest reluctance and dis- 
satisfaction that the Board will ever hear of such a disposition, and there- 
fore you must be careful that the exigency be such from its urgency and 
necessity as will clearly justify you in deviating from it, though by the 
call of a single regiment of that station to any part of the Nabob’s internal 
dominions ; and on every such occasion, you must be careful to comply with 
every formality enjoined by my instructions to Mr. Middleton, dated the 23rd 
of September, and to transmit instant advise of it to the Board not waiting for 
the detail of your reasons, which to prevent delays may follow as you shall have 
more leisure to forward them. I must make it my particular injunction that 
such a notification as I have mentioned above may be at all events instantly 
transmitted to the officer commanding the detachment sent to Eurruckabad, 
if my information be true that such a measure has been assumed by Mr. 
Johnson. 

14th — Study on every occasion to conciliate the good-will of the Nabob and 
shew him every ostensible and external mark of respect. I should hope that 
with due attention you would not find it difficult to make him himself the mover 
of every act necessary, whether for the advancement of his own interest, or the 
discharge of his debts to the Company ; but this can never be effected while 
the Minister maintains that ascendant over him which he at present holds by 
the means of a nearer and more private intercourse, and by affecting to be the 
vindicator of his rights against the claims of our Government. In my late 
engagement with the Nabob it was stipxilated that a certain sum should be set 
apart monthly for his private expenses, and this made a part of my private in- 
structions to Mr. Middleton. The sum was afterwards fixed, as I recollect, at 
80 lacks. It was my intention and direction that this appropriation should be 
made before any other, and this I make my present injunction to you, requir- 
ing also that you do make it a point of immediate and strict enquiry, whether 
the Nabob has hitherto received the whole and punctual payment of the sum 
assigned to this account, or any part of it has been withheld from him, whe- 
ther with or without his concurrence. I mention this because from some 
private information which I have lately received I have reason to suspect that 
this IS actually the case. Whatever foundation there may be for this report 
-et justice be done to the Nabob, and if he has been deceived undeceive him. 

15th — Nabob has repeatedly and bitterly complained of the indignitv 
which he suffers in his authority by the usurpation of the Company’s Resident 
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and as repeatedly demanded that whenever the Company’s balance shall be 
completely discharged, he may be freed from this vexation, that he may be 
permitted to pay the subsidy in ready money; and that the assignments which 
have been granted to satisfy that demand may be restored to him. I confess 
that I did myself give encouragement to this proposition, knowing at the 
same time the quarter from whence it came — I mean from EEyder Beg Cawn — 
and willing to exonerate this Government from the trouble and responsibility, 
and the Company from the . disgrace of whatever might attend the adminis- 
tration of the Nabob’s Government, I thought too that it presented a sure 
prospect of the regular payment of the current demands by the penalty which 
would attend the failure in the resumption of the former system of assign- 
ments, and in the personal claims which it would bring on the Minister. But 
his misconduct has since manifested itself in so many particular instances, 
besides the universal disorder of the country, and this is so alarming in its 
effects to our own Government that I shall hesitate, until I have the surest 
and most satisfactory grounds, to recommend an acquiescence in such a mea- 
sure. At present the plea on which it is grounded is probably yet at some 
distance, for, while I am writing these instructions, fresh circumstances occur 
to my knowledge which made me much suspect the real payment of the sums 
brought to Nabob’s credit for the last year’s balance. It may not, however, 
be amiss to talk with the Minister on the subject, to let him know that it was 
well understood to be a demand for substituting his authority in the place of 
the Company’s, and to invest him with the sovereignty of the Nabob’s domi- 
nions, to ask him whether be shall in such ease expect the Company’s protec- 
tion, and if he does by w'hat claim of right ; and whether, in the event of his 
involving our Government in a new scene of hostilities by those which his mal- 
administration may produce, whether internally or by invasion, in'that country, 
he shall think himself in justice exempt from the personal vengeance which 
we may be disposed to exact from him. At all events the proposition must be 
discouraged till a safer season for its acceptance, but the absolute rejection of 
it eluded with the Nabob if he shall himself renew it. 

IQth — Bor the rest I refer you to my instructions to Mr. Middleton, to 
which in every point not revoked or qualified by these instructions I must 
require your most attentive and literal obedience. 

— Discretionary power. I do justice to my sense of your character in 
declaring my entire reliance on your prudence and integrity, and to these I 
trust for your deviation from any part of these instructions at your discretion, 
in any instance, which shall appear to you necessary to require it, desiring how- 
ever as a proper caution that as much as you can you will leave the subject 
free for my correction of it ; and instantly inform me or the Board according 
to the degree of its importance that you have acted in such a manner with 
your reasons for it. 

I am. Sir, 

Fort ’WUiLiAli, ■) Your most obedient humble Servant. 

The 23rd Ootober 1782. 5 WARREN HASTINGS. 

A true copy, 

W. HIED, 

' jLssistant to the JEtesident. 


Letter of instrnetions from the Governor-Genei’al to the Resident at the Vizier’s Court. 


To Mb.. Nathaniel Middleton, Resident at the Court of the Nabob Vizier 

Having on the 19th instant entered into certain engagements with 

the Nabob Vizier, tending to relieve his finances of a burthen they were no 
longer able to sustain, with sundry other clauses, the execution of which is 
entrusted to you, I herewith inclose an authentic copy of the same for your- 
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guidance. The Nabob on bis bebalf bas subscribed and sealed an agreement 
in our presence, and in tbe presence of Mr. Ricbard Johnson and Hyder Beg 
Cawn, respecting tbe better administration of bis affairs, of which I also trans- 
mit you an authentic copy. 

To these papers, and to the points consequently and necessarily dependent 
on them, I think it necessary to add the following instructions to which I 
require your most implicit obedience. 

I need scarcely inform you that my chief object in my negotiations with 
the Nabob has been to induce and assist him to bring his Government and 
finance into such regularity as to prevent his alliance from being a clog instead 
of an aid to the Company, and to enable him to discharge his debt in the 
shortest time possible. To this end the most essential point is to limit and 
separate his personal disbursements from the public accounts. They must not in 
their annual amount exceed what he has received in any of the last three years. 
This amount in twelve equal parts should be paid him monthly out of the first 
receipts, and the remainder of the next collections placed separately in a public 
treasury, from whence his public, military, and civil establishment must be paid 
under the sole management and control of the Ministers with your concur- 
rence. It is of course to be understood that this has no connection and is in no 
shape to interfere with the Company’s assignment and the collections upon 
them, which are to be conducted as usual ; and as by the addition of the jagheer 
lands with their revenues to the Nabob’s regular collections his income will, or 
ought to be, consideradly increased, I shall expect that the whole of the excess 
be appropriated to the discharge of the Nabob’s debt to the Company. 


After settling the amount of the personal disbursments of the Nabob 
Vizier and his household, the next point that will require your exertion to- 
wards the general arrangement of the public charges, is to reform the estab- 
lished Mutaima troops, reducing them into one established corps for the whole 
service. If this corps should be brought to consist solely of cavalry, it would 
best answer mutual benefit, leaving no infantry in the Nabob’s service but 
what may be necessary for his body-guard ; and to supply the deficiency, should 
any occur from such arrangement, our infantry may be employed where in- 
fantry are wanted. 


The corps re-forined and established, their pay must be issued from the 
public treasury. No assignments to be in future granted them, and those already 
issued to be recalled. To complete this all members above what the real 
service may require, or the actual net receipts may be adequate to the full pay- 
ment of, must be disbanded as fast as their arrears can be paid off. 

The Nabob will select and appoint his own commanders, but if he should 
nominate improper persons, such as men commonly known by the name of 
orderlies, or others deriving their influence from them, or of known disaffection 
to our Government, you are in such case to remonstrate against it, and if the 
V izier shall persist in his choice, you are peremptorily and in my name to 
oppose it as a breach of his agreement. 


Bor the management of his collections the M.inisters with your concur- 
rence are to choose all Aumils and collectors, and in their choice to be ffuided 
1 responsibility, good reputation, and known ability of the persons thev 
elect, that changes may, as far as possible, be avoided. ^ 


ji- *■ be said; though little may now suit, upon the subject of the 

tostribukon of 3ustice m the N abob’s dominions. To the present I limit myself 
to direct you to urge the Nabob to endeavour gradually, if it cannot be done 
at once, to establish courts of adawlut throughout his districts, the Daroeahs 
Mowlavies, and other officers of which must be selected, as in the case of the 
Aumils, by tlm Masters with your concurrence. The want of these courts 
IS equally hurtful to the revenue, government, and reputation of the Nabob. 

ni. Weace of the disturbances which the rebellious example of Baia 

^eyt Singh has caused in the Nabob Vizier’s country, I have instructed Colonel 
Morgan to assist you on the requisition of the Vizier communicated by you to 
JUm, or .at your own single application if any case of emergency should make 
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it needfial, with such detachments as may be necessary, exclusive of the regi- 
ment of sepoys which is stipulated to remain with you at I/ucknow. This 
power you are not to exercise, but in case of the most urgent and manifest 
necessity. It is directed that the regiment ordered for the immediate protec- 
tion of your office and person at liucknow shall be relieved at every three 
months, and during its stay there shall act solely and exclusively under your 
orders. 

It is finally my positive order that you do not permit any British sub- 
ject, or others claiming the name and protection of the Company, to reside at 
liucknow or within any part of the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, except 
the officers and soldiers of the army acting in their duty, and such persons as 
are officially appointed to remain there. And that to such as are now at Luck- 
now, or in any other part of his dominions not falling within the description of 
the above exception, you give due notice in writing that they quit the country, 
allowing them a reasonable time, not exceeding three months, to settle their 
affairs, and in case of their refusal you are to inform the Nabob thereof that 
he may use his own authority to compel them to depart. 

I am Sir, 

Chttnar, Your most obedient humble servant. 

The 2Srd September 1781. 5 WABBEN HASTINGS, 

A true copy, 

J. HILL, 

Assistant to the Mesident. 


Copy of the Agreement concluded by the Governor- General with the Vizier on the 19th of 

September 1781. 

The Nabob Vizier-ul-Mummalick Assuf-ul Dowlah Assof Jah Yeheyah 
Bhan Bahadur, having repeatedly and urgently represented that he is unable to 
support- the expenses of the temporary brigade, cavalry, and English officers 
with their battalions, as well as other gentlemen who are now paid by him 
under the denomination of Sebundy, &c., &o., and having made sundry requests 
to that and other purposes, and as the constancy and firmness of his alliance 
with the Company entitle him to every consideration and relief that may depend 
upon us, I, Warren Hastings, Governor-General, Imaud-ud-Dowlah JeUadit 
Jung Bahadur, &o., &c., on behalf of the Governor-General and Council, have 
agreed to the undermentioned articles the 19th day of September in the 
year of our Lord 1781, corresponding to the last day of Bamzan 1195 of the 
Hidjiri 

1st . — That the temporary brigade and three regiments of cavalry be no 
longer charged to the Nabob’s account for the year Euslee 1189, 
excepting a term of two and a half months which is required for 
their passing the Nabob’s boundaries, and for which, together 
with all former arrears, their usual pay and allowances are to be' 
made good. Also the English officers with their Sebundy batta- 
lions and other gentlemen, excepting the Besident*s office, now 
upon the Nabob’s list, be no longer at his charge for the year' 
1189, the arrears being paid up with the addition of two months’ 
allowances, the true meaning of this being that no more troops 
be paid for by the Nabob than a number of European infantry, 
artillery, and sepoys agreed for; under the title of one brigade, with 
the late Nawab Shuja-ud-Dowlah, now paid for at the rate of 
Bs. 2,60,000 per month, to which is now to be added one regiment of 
sepoys of the present establishment expressly allowed for the pur- 
pose of protecting the office, treasury, and person of the Besident 
at Lucknow, the pay and allowance's of which' are to commence 
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from the 1st of Aughun next at the rate of Rs. 25,000 per month, 
the regiment to be relieved every three months, the _ brigade to 
be stationed or moved whenever the Nabob shall direct, in the 
mode prescribed in the former treaty with the Nabob Yizier, 
deceased, and finally that whenever the Nabob Vizier shall 
require a further aid of troops from the Company, the pay and 
allowances shall commence from the day of their passing the 
Caramnassa. Also should the assistance of the abob s troops be 
required by the Company, their pay and allowances as may then 
be agreed upon be allowed during the time they may serve. 

Snd . — That as great distress has arisen to the Nabob’s Government from 
the military power and dominion assumed by the jagheerdars, he be 
permitted to resume such as he may find necessary, with a reserve 
that all snob for the amount of whose jagheers the Company are 
guarantees shall, in case of the resumption of their lands, be paid 
the amount of their net collections through the Resident in ready 
money. 

37'd . — That as Ryz Olla Khan has, by his breach of treaty, forfeited the 
protection of the English Government, and causes, by his conti- 
nuance in his present independent state, great alarm and detri- 
ment to the Nabob, he be permitted, when time shall suit, to 
resume his lands and pay him in money through the Resident the 
amount stipulated by treaty, after deducting the amount and 
charges of the troops he stands engaged to furnish by treaty, 
which amount shall be passed to the account of the Company 
during the continuance of the present war. 

dth . — That no English Resident be appointed to Eurruckabad, and the 
present one recalled. 

oth . — That the treaties made between the English and the Nabob Shuja- 
ud-Dowlah be ratified between the present parties, as far as may 
be consistent with the above written articles, and that no oflBcers, 
troops, or others be put upon the Nabob’s establishment, exclu- 
sive of those herein stipulated. 


WARREN HASTINGS. 

A true copy, 

W. HILL, 

Assistant to the Resident. 


Copy o£ the Agreement made by the Vizier with the Governor-General. 

Having on my behalf agreed to the requisitions of the Nabob Vizier 
without diminution or reserve, I must now repeat the request, which I before 
verbally make to him, that he will be pleased to attend to such proposals as 
I shall have to make to him, and to these I expect his assent the more readily, 
as they have for their ultimate object his interest alone, that of the Company 
being no further concerned than in the influence which they will eventually 
have in the payment of the debt due from the Nabob to the Company. I 
therefore recommend to him to reduce the great number of his subsidy and 
other troops to regular and complete establishments, not to be paid by assign- 
ments of revenue, but in money from the treasury, and their number not to 
exceed the certain means of paying them. But as this may be difficult, with- 
out making a separation of the Nabob’s public and private funds, I further 
recommend that he receive into his private purse no more than a fixed monthly 
sum for the expenses of his person and household, and that the remainder of 
the net collections be left in the public treasury, under the management of his 
public Ministers, and the inspection of the Resident, for the discharge of bis 
military and civil disbursements. , 
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Tliis ad.vic6 is not meant to afPect the assignments actually made, and which 
must he annually renewed for the payment of the past debt and the current 
demands of the Company. 


Signed and sealed by the Nabob, 
Accepting and promising to conform to the 

above advice. 


A true copy, 

W. HILL, 

Assistant to the Resident. 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 21st July 1783. 

Monday. At a Oouncii-, present : 

The Hon’bIiB Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John Stabdes, Esq. 

Mr. Macpherson, indisposed. 

Head and approved the Proceedings o£ the 9th instant. 


The Governor- General delivers in the following minute upon the letter from Port St. George 
of the 25th of May replying to the orders of this Government for delivering the assign- 
ment of the Carnatic up to the Nabob : — 

Governor-Generax — I know that it is not tbe intention of this Board to 
waste its time in a refutation of so voluminous and laboured a composition 
as that which has been addressed to it from the President and Select Committee 
of Port St. George. They indeed have guarded against such a reception of it by 
a kind of anticipated protest against a short reply, which they say may in some 
cases stand in greater need of an apology than one of length. But we have other 
cases, and feel that a misapplication of time to a frivolous disputation, with the 
pressure of so many calls for a disposal of it in the service of the public interests, 
g.nd in a provision for their preservation, would be a weak if not a criminal deser- 
tion of our great official trusts. The letter addressed to us, of which I consider 
Lord Macartney’s minute a part, since it makes part of the same general subject, 
consists of fifty-four full written sheets of general letter paper. A reply in the 
common form to so ponderous a volume would not be sufficient. Its perplexi- 
ties must be first unravelled, its obscurities explained, its ambiguities stated in 
every sense of their construction, its disjointed parts taken from the order in 
which they stand to write and discriminate their relative subjects, and their 
relation braced to those to which they professedly reply, for neither the narra- 
tive nor argumentative parts of this work resembles ordinary writings. It pos- 
sesses two qualities, peculiar, and one most characteristic. The first is that 
when a proposition intended to establish any doubtful fact has been stated in 
plain terms, it is often repeated in a variety of changes, gradually departing 
from the original question, till both that and its object are involved in ten-fold 
obscurity. The other, which is peculiar, but common to all the writings of the 
present Administration of Eort St. George, is to select the opinions of every 
person whose sentiments have been known to be most opposite to theirs, and 
whose judgment they have most undeviatingly rejected when applied to the 
formation of public measures, to apply them without regard to the immediate 
question and without any relation to difference of facts, or distance of time in 
which they were originally delivered. Eor what connection can be traced or 
forced between an answer given by me seventeen years ago before the House 
of Commons said to be an assertion that the Nabob was desirous of obtaining 
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the Soubaship of Bengal, and other extensive establishments for his numerous 
family, with the right of Lord Macartney to violate a solemn engagement made 
-with the Nabob, an engagement founded on the sacrifice or oblivion of every 
sentiment of ambition ? 

Brom what has been said it will appear that a reply to such a production 
■would be many times more voluminous than the production itself, and who 
would read it ? Not those whose fatigued attention has already laboured 
throu'^h the first, and who would comprehend it without a previous reading 
and hard study of "the first? Even these reflections, "though applied only to the 
general character of the writings before us, and necessary perhaps to the con- 
viction of those, who not having read these writings will naturally conclude 
that they contain something worthy of reply, have already led me into an in- 
ordinate length, and let this serve as a specimen of that to which a regular 
examination of the whole would be inevitably protracted. I yet offer them 
■with some reluctance. Eet them stand, if they stand, unconnected with our 
more substantial deliberations. To these I now proceed. 

In the examination of the subject presented to the Board by the letter 
from the Select Committee of Eort St. George, it will be necessary to review 
the principal facts and events which have led to the present state of it. 

In the beginning of the year 1781, the Nawab Wallah Jab deputed his 
Diwan Seyud Assam Oawn and W. Richard J oseph Sulivan to this Govern- 
ment with a commission to make a tender of the revenues of the Carnatic to 
the Company in trust for defraying the expenses of the war, on the condition 
that this Government would bind itself as guarantees for the preservation 
of his rights of sovereignty. As the Government of Eort St. George had 
repeatedly and urgently demanded an assignment of the revenues of the 
Carnatic, and the Nabob has perseveringly refused it, the Governor- General 
and Council, although they had hitherto avoided all interference in the mutual 
concern of the Nabob and the Presidency of Eort St. George, thought them- 
selves warranted and even bound by the charge which had devolved to them 
of the general interest of the Company, no less from the share which had 
fallen to this Government of their defence and maintenance than from the 
controlling powers vested in it by the Act of Parliament and the orders of the 
Court of Directors, to accept an engagement which promised a relief most 
seasonably wanted for the great exigencies of the Government of Madras, 
which had been repeatedly refused to that Government demanding it, and 
which, if it produced nothing, left us but where we were before it was taken. 

We accepted the engagement under mutual ties sanctified on our part 
by the' seal of the Company and the signature of its legal representatives, by 
which the instrument of it became as in"violable an article of public and national 
faith as the most sacred treaty drawn up in all the forms and modes of 
expression which are observed by the States of Europe. This engagement was 
executed on the 2nd of April, and the Nabob’s Minister returned with it to 
Eort St. George. 

In the meantime an important change had -taken place in the Government 
of Eort St. George by the removal of the actual President and some of the 
members of the Council, and by the appointment of Lord Macartney to the 
first place in it. His arrival preceded even our knowledge of the intention or 
the most distant probability of his appointment. Had we foreseen it it is 
possible that we should have declined the engagement and referred the Nabob 
to the new Administration. Such a conduct under such a change of circum- 
stances would certainly have been proper. But as the treaty was made it was 
ir^vocable, and with all the deference which is due to the authority of the 
Directors its obligation precluded even the effect of their orders, if these ex- 
ceeded the provision left for their confirmation. Of this point I shall treat 
more fully hereafter. All that remained to render it effectual was to reconcile 
the new Government to it, and to engage their faithful observance of the condi- 
tions which had been pledged to the Nabob, while they received the benefits of 
it in the aid which it promised to the measures of their Administration. I 
appeal to a letter which I -wrote to Lord Macartney on the first notice of liin 
arrival for an evidence of my endeavours to produce this happy concarreuce, 
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and of the sincerity with which they were eserted. I make no apology for this 
liberty because His Lordship has already put the Court of Directors in posses- 
sion of a part of the letter to which I allude, though I think not of the whole. 
I shall therefore subjoin a copy of it, with the omission of one passage, which 
I do not think myself warranted to publish. It will amply acquit this Govern- 
ment, for I wrote with a clear knowledge of M.r. Wheler’s general sentiments, 
though I was too distant to consult him at the time, of having wantonly 
sought to interfere in the concerns of the Presidency of Fort St. George, and of 
having been the aggressors in the differences which have unhappily arisen 
between the two Presidencies on the subject of our engagement with the Nabob. 

To this document I shall add another, which is the copy of a letter written 
by my Secretary, Mr. Stephen Sulivan, to Mr. Bichard Sulivan, desiring him 
to make an offer to Lord Macartney of the resignation of the ofidce, which had 
been conferred on him by this Government, and Mr. Bichard Sulivan’s relation 
of what passed between Lord Macartney and him upon the subject. 

It appears that though the treaty was received and notified so early as the 
24th of August, nothing was effectually done in execution of it except the 
appointment cf the Committee of Assigned Revenue, so late as the beginning of 
December, nor that it was ever acknowledged by the Presidency of Fort St. 
George. Many demands were made on the Nabob which were termed infringe- 
ments of the treaty by him, and his answers evasions by the Government of 
Fort St. George. At length, wearied with a fruitless contest, and over-persuaded 
by Mr. Richard Sulivan, our Agent, the Nabob yielded to a proposal made to 
h im by Lord Macartney that he should assign to His Lordship the whole and 
undivided charge of the revenues of the Carnatic. The Nabob did accordingly, 
on the 2nd of December, deliver to Lord Macartney such an assignment with 
an express stipulation that His Lordship should choose and nominate the Collec- 
tors with the form and ostensible sanction of the Nabob’s sunnud for their 
appointments. It appears that the first appointments were made with a faith- 
ful observance of the stipulated form ; but that on the 18th April 1782 the 
Nabob having objected to two Collectors nominated by Lord Macartney, and 
having requested that His Lordship would permit him to state to him in person 
his objections. Lord Macartney construed this hesitation into a refusal, and 
made the appointment by his own authority, and without the sunnuds of the 
Nabob. 

It may be proper to detain the narrative at this point to observe that in 
the relation of this transaction by Lord Macartney and the Select Committee it 
is positively affirmed that the Nabob refused to grant the sunnuds, and an 
appeal is^ made to a letter which the Nabob wrote upon the ocoasioil, and to a 
comment of the Select Committee upon it to prove it. 

I am afraid that the Nabob’s letter is not on our proceedings which were 
held in January last. It is important, and as an evidence essential. I shall 
therefore desire to add it to this minute with an extract of the resolution of the 
Select Committee concerning it. It will be clearly seen by the former that the 
Nabob did not refuse to grant his sunnuds to the renters chosen by Lord 
Macartney ; that on the contrary he complained of His Lordship’s precipitancy 
in refusing to allow him a few hours to consider on the business; and the 
minute of the Select Committee does not declare that the Nabob had refused to 
sign the toranna chits or sunnuds, but infers only that it was not his intention 
to sign them. 

With respect to the informality of which the Nabob complained, Mr. 
Halliburton’s evidence places this transaction in a light something different 
from the relation of it made by Sayud Assam Oawn. Sayud Assam Cawn had 
deposed that the sunnuds were drawn in the name of Lord Macartney, and 
had produced copies of the muchilkas to prove it. Mr. Halliburton affirms 
that the sunnuds were never produced either to the Nabob or his managers, 
but only the muchilkas of which they were allowed to take copies, and required 
immediately to return them. And Lord Macartney and his Select Committee 
take the advantage of this default in Sayud Assam Cawn’s evidence to pro- 
nounce him guilty of perjury. The fact appears to be truly stated in Mr. 
Halliburton’s deposition, but is by no means a ground to charge Sayud Assam 
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Cawn’s deposition with falsehood. He saw only the muchilkas. These are most 
undoubtedly drawn out with the name of Lord Macartney in the place where 
the Nabob’s should have stood. If Sayud Assam Oawn saw the muchilkas 
and saw no more, he had a right to conclude that the sunnuds were also 
drawn out in the same form, for such is the universal practice in all Hindustan 
and Deccan. The sunnuds or aumilnamas of the Government, and the cabu- 
liats of the zemindars or renters are always counterparts of each other. The 
toranama chittie in the technical language of the Carnatic, answers to the 
sunnud or aumilnama of Bengal, and the muchilka to our kabuliat. If 
therefore Sayud Assam Cawn saw the one, he had a right to infer the other 
from it. They ought to have been the same if they were not, nor was he 
answerable for Lord Macartney’s deviation from the established usage, whether 
dictated by caprice, ignorance, or motives of expediency, which however proper 
were unknown to him. 

Lord Macartney, having thus violated in the first instance and on so slight a 
pretext the condition of the assignment, thought himself from that time wholly 
absolved from the obligatipn to observe it. Many other appointments of Aumils 
were successively made by Lord Macartney without the Nabob’s sunnud, with- 
out any application for them, and without the Nabob’s knowledge, but such 
as he might acquire by unofficial channels. Of these facts, as Lord Macartney 
has, not perhaps in terms of strict legal propriety or even decency, rejected 
the evidence of Mr. Sulivan and Sayud Assam Cawn, I shall appeal for evidence 
to his own letters ; to that now before the Board avowing that he did appoint 
the Aumildars of Neelour and ShuranpUly without the Nabob’s sunnud, because 
the Nabob had refused to grant them; to the Nabob’s letter which His Lord- 
ship and Select Committee declare to contain the refusal, but which does not 
contain it ; and to the letter of Lord Macartney and the Select Committee 
addressed to Sir Byre Coote and dated on the 4th of July 1782, in which they 
avow and declare that since the first deviation all appointments of the Aumils 
had been made without the Nabob’s sunnud. 

Of these infringements of the assignment, the Nabob complained and 
demanded reparation of them from this Government as the principals and 
guarantees of the treaty, in the faith of which the assignment was expressly 
delivered. At the same time his Minister Sayud Assam Cawn offered in the 
name of his master to give soucar security for payment of a rent exceeding one- 
third the collections made by Lord Macartney, with other similar conditions. 
The Governor- Genera and Council, separating the demand of justice from the 
offer of compensation, entered into a laborious and minute examination of the 
former, pronounced the assignment and treaty to have been broken, and ordered 
the President and Select Committee of Fort St. George to restore to the Nabob 
the charge of the collections and the possession of whatever rights of sovereignty 
had been taken from the Nabob in effect of the treaty or of the assignment. 
The Governor-General and Council accepted the offer made by the Nabob of 
increased payments of revenue, and agreed to yield back the charge and pos- 
session of the collections, giving due notice of both to the President and Select 
Committee of Fort St. George. 

Our letters with these proceedings and instruments were dispatched in 
such a manner as to afford Sayud Assam Cawn and Mr. Sulivan the means of 
delivering them in person, and to afford time for the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote 
on whose support we principally relied for the effectual observance of our 
orders and engagements. Of the fate of Sir Eyre Coote I need not speak. 
The President and Select Committee of Fort St. George have acknowledo-ed the 
receipt of our dispatches of 28th of March. After a delay of near two months 
computed to the date of the last letter, which is dated the 26th of May but was 
not dispatched till the 20th or 21st of June, they have formally apprized us 
that they had not complied with our engagement nor obeyed our orders, and 
that they should do neither until they should have received a confirmation of 
the latter, intimating in one place a promise of submission in these words : “ At 
any rate in postponing the execution of your orders we do not preclude a future 
^mpliance with them. And in another, alluding to an assertion made by the 
Darbar that it was otu* intention to remove the Select Committee, they plainly 
declare the contrary in the following words : “We shall be better pleased to see 
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a dissolution of our Government effected by a vote of your Board than by the 
consequences which might result from a surrender of the assignment to Amir- 
ul-TJmrah, Sayud Assam Oawn, and Mr. Benfield.” 

Without attempting to unravel the meaning of these opposite passages, as 
they may be supposed to indicate the intentions of the President and Select 
Committee of Port Saint George, it is certain that they yet retain the Nabob’s 
assignment of the revenues of the Carnatic in violation of our engagements 
and in disobedience of our orders. 


I now return to the orders of the Court of Directors, on which the Presi- 
dent and Select Committee now ground their disobedience of ours, having 
reserved it for the close of the preceding narrative, which would have been 
interrupted by an earlier discussion. 


It has already been proved that those orders immediately following the 

See oeneraiiettev dated. renunciation of the treaty wMch by the express 

mierence oi the Court of Directors themselves 
necessarily implied the renunciation of every act done in consequence of it, 
and of every benefit derived from it, were of course rendered of no effect by 
the ground assigned for them, namely, that they understood the assignment to 
have been granted not as an effect of the treaty but as the voluntary and 
independant act of the Nabob. But the reverse appears, not constructively, in 
the very letter of the Nabob, from which his voluntary grant of the assignment 
is extracted, and if it were possible to misunderstand a declaration so positively 
expressed, the frequent repetitions of it since made by the Nabob, and the 
vehement protestations against the iniquity of withholding his assignment put 
the conclusion beyond all possibility of doubt. 


I have conformed to the language of the Select Committee in admitting 
the term of “orders” as applied to what the Court of Directors have said con- 
cerning the retention of the assignment. Their words are these : — 

“We acquiesce therein as the Nabob has assured us in a letter of 26th 
January last that this assignment of the revenues of his country was a volun- 
tary act of his own.” General letter to Port St. George, dated 12th July 1782, 
paragraph 40. 

It is perversion of language to call these words orders. They express no 
more than acquiescence, nor even that, but with the reservation of a supposi- 
tion, which wanting a foundation in fact, the acquiescence itself becomes 
annulled with it, yet the Select Committee dwell with a fatiguing repetition on 
the same term, exacting our obedience to the orders of the Company for main- 
taining the assignment, and, unless my recollection fails me, to the Nabob 
they afidrm that these orders of the Company are positive and peremptory. 

But I will admit for a moment that the Court of Directors had issued such 
orders, and that they were as express and positive as words could make them ; 
yet I will presume to say that they were delivered under such circumstances 
as would render obedience both criminal in itself, and even disrespectful to the 
authority which prescribed it. 

If there is any principle of faith or moral obligation more sacred than any 
other, it is that which binds great aggregate bodies of men to one another by 
the interchange of solemn treaties ; and by the inverse of the proposition a 
breach of treaty is a crime of the blackest dye. Unhappily no provision is 
made for it by our law, which either permits the violation of public faith by 
which millions are affected in their lives, properties, and dearest relations, and 
by which the national character is exposed to infamy with impunity ; or if it 
exists, it is unknown, or its terrors are lost in the frequency and facility with 
whicb. it is daily broken. 

By the Act of Parliament which constituted the present system of the 
British dominions in India, the Presidencies of India were left in possession of 
the same powers which they possessed by former Acts and Charters to make war, 
peace, and treaties, with the restriction of the Presidencies of Port St. George 
and Bombay. By certain exceptions that of Bengal was left wholly free and 
unexcepted, and armed besides with a power of suspending the members of the 
other Presidencies who should at any time offend against such restrictions. 
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We had therefore an undoubted authority^ to make the treaty which we did 
make with the Nabob Wallah Jah. It follows of equal necessity that when 
made it was binding on every Government of the Company, and on every 
member of every Government, but more especially on that which made it. 
T'rom a due and respectful deference to the authority of the Court of Directors, 
we inserted in the treaty a reservatory clause subjecting it to their confirmation 
or rejection. They rejected it, and thereby changed the quality of the former 
obligation. We were no longer bound by the specific conditions of the treaty, 
but our faith, the faith of the Company, and the national faith were now pledged 
for the restoration of the Nabob’s rights in every mstance in which they had 
been changed by the treaty while it existed- This is a conclusion so inevitable 
and so self -dependant, that I know not how to prove it, and feel too high a 
respect for the virtues of my countrymen to doubt of its being universally 
admitted. 

I know no authority upon earth which can grant a dispensation from a 
moral obligation. This Government legally qualified, and surely warranted by 
the occasion, has formed a treaty with the Nabob of the Carnatic. The obliga- 
tion of it is reduced to the short proposition of replacing him in the State from 
which he was displaced by the treaty. Its public obligation is equally binding 
on every member of the Government, because they are all charged with the 
same common duties, but on Mr. Wheler and myself it rests with accumulated 
weight. We are personally involved in it. We made the treaty. We have 
been the instruments of involving the Nabob Wallah Jah in all the dreadful 
consequences of it, and on us, therefore, it is peculiarly incumbent to afford him 
the redress which he has claimed at our hands. 

I forbear to add in this place the conclusion which ought to be annexed 
to these premises- I have written these sheets not knowing the actual senti- 
ments of the other members of the Board, and hesitate to prescribe what I 
ought to suppose will be their unanimous resolution. One warning, however, I 
may presume to give from the papers before us, which is, not to place any 
reliance on a temporizing conduct, or to expect that by persevering in the 
tenderness and forbearance which have been hitherto shewn to the members of 
the Government of Fort St. George, we shall influence them to a similar return, 
since we have found every former instance of both produced in crimination 
against us by the very men who were the objects of them. 

WARBEN HASTINGS. 


COPY. 

Dated on the River Ganges near Bhaugulpur, the 23rd July 1781. 

To The Right Hon'blb Dord Macaetnev. 

Mt Loud, — In the letter which I have already had the honour to address 
to Tour Dordship I expressed my regret that I had not known of your appoint- 
ment in time to have furnished you with explanations on some particular points, 
of which I expect that an advantage will have been taken to prejudice your 
mind with injurious and dangerous opinions of the designs of this Government 
with relation to yours. From the candour which Tour Lordship appears to 
possess, I have no doubt that I should have found it an easy point to satisfy 
you of the propriety and fairness of our acts, and even of their necessity. But 
as it had happened, you will have taken your line, and anything which I can 
write on past subjects may arrive too late to produce their effect. I feel the 
discouragement of this reflexion, but I shall not yield to it, trusting that- you 
will have had the caution, under whatever impression, to avoid so decided a 
conduct as may disable you from yielding to the influence of better informa- 
tion, or (which I rather expect) that you will have at once resolved to adopt 
our principles, and heartily to support and carry the measures formed upon 
them into effect. 

Let me premise that our Government has a weight of business of its own, 
already, as great as it can sustain, and a responsibility sufl&ciently hazardous 
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and delicate in itself to make it dread any addition to it ; and. My Lord, I fancy 
tkat you have found the affairs in the Carnatic in a state that would afford 
little temptation to us, were we ever so vacant of employment, to assume a 
participation in the conduct and events of its Administration. This may serve 
for a general proof that it was not from choice that we have in any instance 
interfered in the concerns of that province, or of your Presidency. I desire 
Your Lordship to look hack on the transactions of the last twelve months, and 
weigh by your own judgement the many things that we have done for the relief 
and preservation of Port St. George. That which was undesirably good has 
been accepted as a rightful claim; the rest, as I am told, either treated with 
derision or resented as injurious. I allude particularly to the treaty pro- 
posed with the Dutch, a measure extorted by the cries of dispair, and judged 
in the elation of a sudden return of success ; and to the agreement lately con- 
cluded with the Nabob Wallah Jah. To this I shall confine the sequel of this 
letter. 

The letters from the President and Select Committee of Port St. George, 
from the beginning of the war with Hyder, had invariably represented the 
resources of the Carnatic as lost beyond all hope to them, either from the 
Nabob’s inability to collect them or his determination to withhold them. 

We expressed it as our firm opinion that every rupee of the Carnatic ought 
to be primarily and exclusively applied to its defence ; that as our force alone 
maintained it we had a right to demand assignments of the whole revenue, 
and even to take it if refused. In the meantime they had made the demand, 
and the Nabob had refused it, but the demand and refusal were in one instance 
so mysterious that we could not comprehend the latent causes of either. The 
Sircars of Angole section had been assigned to the Nabob’s private creditors, 
but as they had gained nothing by the assignment, they proposed to transfer it 
to the Company on the condition that credit should be given them in the Com- 
pany’s name for the receipts, that these might be employed in the meantime 
for the expenses of the war. The Committee demanded the assignment, but 
took no notice of the condition; and the Nabob naturally refused it, because 
he had already granted it to his creditors ; and with this state of the case both 
parties referred it to us, the creditors remonstrating against the mode in which 
the demand was made as subjecting the Nabob to a rejection of it, by which 
all parties must be losers ; and the Committee stating it as a confirmed proof of 
the Nabob’s disaffection. At the same time the Nabob’s Dewan Assam Cawn and 
Mr. Diehard Sulivan arrived in Calcutta, charged with a special commission 
from the Nabob to conclude a treaty with this Government, of which the first 
condition, and the first apparent object of their deputation, was, that we would 
accept the assignment of his revenues and employ them on the public service ; 
and this condition was not offered for our benefit, but solicited as if his interest 
alone was likely to be promoted by our assent to it. This was the foundation 
of the agreement ; and as it promised a most seasonable relief to the Carnatic, 
which we could not easily afford to lose. Having already exhausted both our 
resources and credit in that and other emergent occasions of the Company’s affairs, 
we readily and gladly accepted the offer, guarding it with such provisions as appear- 
ed to us necessary to prevent its being defeated, or perverted to other purposes. 
Your Lordship will not ask why we thought our intervention on this occasion 
necessary, and why we did not rather refer the accommodation to the Presi- 
dency of Port St. George, which was the regular instrument of the Company’s 
participation in the Government of the Carnatic. But I will suppose the ques- 
tion ; I might properly answer it by another ; why did the Company withdraw 
their confidence from the same ministry to bestow it on Your Lordship ? As I 
have promised Your Lordship my confidence and write this for your owu aneb 
sole perusal, I will tell you that I saw, or believed I saw, an influence prevailing 
in that Government, which I could not approve. I should be sorry to be put 
to the necessity of declaring such a belief in public, because I make large 
allowances for the gentlemen who were in actual possession of the Government. 
Even the offer made and pressed upon this Government by the Nabob of what 
he had perseveringly denied to the importunity of that with which he was im- 
mediately connected, though not such an evidence as a court of law would 
admit, is a proof, which cannot fail to operate with the strongest internal 
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conviction on every unbiassed mind, that the opinion had hut too just a founda- 
tion. And after all what have we done ? for others everything, for ourselves 
nothing, unless it he supposed that we rescued the Nabob from the thraldom 
in which he was held by others, to exercise the same lucrative species of oppres- 
sion on biTn ourselves, an imputation which I know will be suggested and 
the world will readily give it credit, but which I should abhor myself if I 
thought that any man who knew me would admit but with a moment’s hesita- 
tion, Had I known that a man of Tour Lordship’s character had been chosen 
to administer the affairs of that Government, I believe that I should have 
persuaded the Nabob to trust his interests in your hands rather than make such 
a separation of them from their ancient and more natural connection, and from 
the moderation of Mr. Wheler’s disposition, I think he would have agreed with 
me in that preferable accommodation. But as it has been made an act of this 
Government, and its faith pledged in the most sacred manner to the performance 
of it, it can neither be revoked nor qualified, and I most earnestly conjure 
Your Lordship to give it your firm and hearty support. 

The principal articles of this agreement are the 8th, lOth, 11th, and 14th. 
On these I shall offer a few remarks. 


To render the mode of collection prescribed in the 8th and 10th articles 
effectual, I would recommend that the Commissioners should be allowed a 
commission or percentage, and a liberal one, upon the sums which they shall 
realize, and no fixed appointments. It is the principle which we have lately 
adopted, and have applied to every great department of our own Government, 
and I will venture to answer for its complete success if you will make the trial 
of it. If you trust to the integrity of those whom you charge with unchecked 
receipts of lakhs, and allow them such ostensible salaries as will only afford 
them the bare means of subsistence, they will make up the deficiency by secret 
perquisites, to which no man ever yet set due bounds. The consequence is inevi- 
table, especially in this remote quarter of the world where men must look for 
a competency in their latter days. The commission will be an incitement to 
exertion, and will be a tie on the honor and fidelity of those who receive it, 
for I am persuaded that the generality of the Company’s servants will be better 
contented with a moderate but sure provision by such allowed means than to 
be let loose on an unbounded scene of plunder, which must be a source of per- 
petual reproach and apprehension for the consequences of detection. I beg 
Your Lordship to receive this not as a light recommendation. It is a favorite 
doctrine confirmed by many years’ reflection and experience, although it is but 
lately that I have had it in my power to apply it. I believe that the same 
sentiments will appear recorded by myself on your Consultations even at so 
distant a period as the year 1771. I can say little on the subject of Tanjour, 
for I can hardly allow it the credit of a serious argument. The meanness of our 
first letters dignified the Raja with the title of King, and by that misnomer, if 
I may call it so, he has acquired all the prerogatives of royalty, though the 
Nabob, his imdoubted sovereign, has been without scruple treated as a dependant. 
If these ridiculous prejudices are allowed to operate against every principle 
of justice and policy, and (I must add) of common sense, it is a pity that they 
could not be confined to the season of peace and security. Surely this is not 
a time_ to encourage or yield to the delusion. The late President and Select 
Committee informed us that the Raja had refused to contribute a store of 
grain to the subsistence of the army, for which the President had written to 
him a letter expressive of his displeasure. This is a language so remote from 
my conception of the actual and absolute rights of your Government while 
it is charged with the entire defence of the State of which the Raja of Taniour 

dependance, that I can scarce offer an opinion which 
shall not appear extravagant in the comparison. In a word I think it impro- 
per at such a time to leave the Raja an option to withhold a grain of his store 
or a rupee of ^ treasury from the. service of the general state, and most 
he^tily advise that while that service, in the present desperate condition of it, 
lasts, the whole, with the single reservation of his own. personal subsistence, be 
taken out of his hands m better trust for the public use. These are my public 
not private sentiments, and Tour Lordship is welcome to avail yourself of them 

in any manner you please. Most heartily do I wish they may be conformable 
to your own.’ ^ ^ 
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The Nabob’s debt to individuals is become an object of too great magni- 
tude and extent to be treated on the principles on which it might have been 
proper to judge it in its commencement, as it is grown into a kind of national 
property ; and the fortunes of so many are concerned in it that it will force 
itself upon the protection of the public if some lenient expedient be not found 
to put the claims of the creditors on some footing on which they can rely for 
their recovery. 

At the same time, if they are allowed to grow with the yearly accumula- 
tion of the present interest, or even the principal to remain at its actual amount, 
the manifest impossibility of its being ever discharged or diminished will be 
a discouragement to every attempt to effect cither. 

It was with an equal regard to these united considerations that we recom- 
mended the plan of adjustment and liquidation, which is described in the 11th 
article of the agreement. 

Mr. Richard Sulivan, who professed to know the sentiments of the credi- 
tors, assured me that instead of repining at the retrenchments which w’^e have 
proposed, they would be thankful for the provision which was left them, having 
had little ground to hope for any payment. I express my hopes on this subject 
with the greater confidence of their meeting your judgment, from a communi- 
cation which has been lately made to me by Mr. Stephen Sulivan, of a letter 
written by his father to Your Lordship, in which he recommends a plan for 
the liquidation of the Nabob’s debt on exactly the same principles as that of 
ours, but differing in the application only by the difference which was rendered 
necessary by the alteration made in the state of affairs since his letter was 
written. 

The reason of the 12th article is self-evident. It may also appear un- 
necessary, for surely the past experience of the insecurity of the Nabob’s credit 
would be sufficient of itself to prevent any one hereafter from trusting to it. 
But this will be forgotten when the danger is past, and even the remedy will 
be a lure for new adventurers. 

I shall not make excuses for the length of this letter. It will cost Tour 
Lordship less time to read it than I have spent in writing it, and you will 
receive it as a proof of the value which I set on Your Lordship’s concurrence 
in my line of thinking by the pains which I have taken to gain it. You will 
have heard that I have subjected myself to reproach for the deficiencies of my 
private correspondence, and as much as I wish to avoid that imputation with 
Your Lordship, I am afraid that occasions will happen to draw it upon me, and 
thus early bespeak your indulgence if ever this shall prove the case. I am at 
this time happily furnished with unusual leisure, and have gratified my own 
inclinations, and performed, I hope, not an unacceptable service to Your Lord- 
ship in this employment of it. 

I beg leave to conclude this letter and the general subject of it with a 
recommendation of Mr. Richard Sulivan to your protection and countenance. 
You will find him deeply and minutely informed in the Nabob’s affairs, of 
pleasing manner, and if you shall think fit to make use of his services, possessed 
of honorable and faithful principles. 

I left Calcutta on the 7th instant and hope to reach Benares by the 
middle of next month. I shall proceed to Lucknow, and I shall expect to 
i*eturn to Calcutta before the end of October, if no very urgent cause detains 
me, which I do not apprehend, beyond that period. 

I shall continue to write Your Lordship upon other important subjects. 
In the meantime I beg that you will believe me to be with real esteem. 

My Lord, 

Your most obedient and 
most faithful servant, 

WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Read the following letter from Fort St. George : — 

Hon’ble Sir and Gentlemen, — "We have the honor to inform you that 
we have received accounts of a pacification having taken place between the 
Comts of London, Versailles, and Madrid, and the American States, which 
accounts are corroborated by such circumstances as leave no doubt of the facts. 
The Select Committee have, in consequence of this news and with the concur- 
rence of Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, determined to communicate the same 
by a deputation to Monsieur Le Marquis de Bussy, representative of the French 
nation, to propose to him an immediate cessation of arms. To this deter- 
mination we are impelled by the dictates of humanity, and by the example 
of our sovereign who has stipulated with his most Christian Majesty that 
sincere friendship shall be re-established between them and their kingdoms. 
States, and subjects by sea and land in all parts of the world. 

We have the honor to transmit to you a copy of the preliminaries which 
were signed between Great Britain, France, and Spain on the 28th of J anuary, 
and ratified the 9th February ; and also a copy of the Cominission, letter, and 
instructions which we have thought necessary on the occasion, and which are 
perfectly in the spirit and letter of the treaty. For the situation of our mili- 
tary affairs on this coast previous to this event, we refer to the enclosed papers 
from our latest Consultations, and shall have the honor to write to you more 
fully on the return of our Commissioners from Monsieur de Bussy. 

Fort St. George, We have the honor to be, &o.. 

The 27th June 1783. ) MACAB,TNEY. 


Read also the following letter received last night by the Medea from Sin Edwaud Hdghbs, 
who is now coming into the Roads with His Majesty^s Squadron. 


To The Right Hon’blb Gboegb Loed Macaetnby, K.B., President and Governor, &c.. Select 

Conamittee of Madras. 

Mt Lord and Gentlemen, — I have the honor of your letters of the Hth 
and 15th of this instant by the Lizard and Naiade, and am to inform you that 
on the 16th the enemy’s squadron bore down upon that under my command off 
Cuddalore, upon which I made the signal to weigh in pursuit of the enemy ; 
the 17th, 18th, and 19th we continued it in order to gain the wind of the enemy 
that an action might by that means be more decisive ; the 20th had such appear- 
ance, but the wind shifting in their favor, and bearing down to engage I deter- 
mined to receive them. At 6 minutes past 4 p.m. an engagement ensued, but the 
enemy having it in their power to take their distance the engagement conti- 
nued till night put an end to it with the loss of 103 ofiBLeers and men on our part 
and 429 wounded. I saw nothing of the enemy the day after. While we were 
employed learning the state of the ships of the squadron and lying to repairing 
our damages, the enemy’s squadron appeared again yesterday morning at anchor 
in shore, got under weigh, and kept their wind to the south-east. 

I shall send the wounded men on the store ships, &o., that are of no use to 
us being empty, after taking out their water and men, to enable us to continue 
to the southward in pursuit of the enemy and support of the expedition against 
Cuddalore, which I hope will soon take effect, as I understand every necessary 
was landed before I stood out of the road and that the enemy’s squadron baa 
not impeded the General’s operations. I shall look out fov the Montague, 
Francis, and Winterton, the ships you intend for our supply and remain by that 
means as long as I can to the southward, notwithstanding the state of the squad- 
ron in want of men, water, and provisions ; in respect to the first above 1,100 
men short in sick, wounded, and lost in battle exclusive of short compliments 
before. 

The oo-operatitjn at Negapatam and Cuddalore are different things. There 
was no enemy’s squadron to look after, the intended supplies came to us with- 
out protection there ; here they must be protected from the enemy’s squadron, 
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as the Bristol, Naiade, and Lizard and St. Carlos have fortunately been. I sent 
the Active to tvj it JPorto could supply us water. Captain Tronhridge found 

it in possession of the liooties. Had it been otherways, there was no craft or 
catamaran to he engaged for the purpose, and that ship was obliged to return 
on my getting under sail to receive the enemy. I anchored here last night 
to shift topmasts, divide the water, and put the wounded men into the transports 
necessary to be done to put the ships in a condition to attack the enemy to 
advantage. 

I have the honor to be. 

My Hord and Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient, htimble servant. 


“ Superb ” at anchor off 
Aeamparva, 


The 28 rd June 1788 . 


EDWAHH HUGHES. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 24th to 31st July 1783. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, tlie 24itli July 1783. 

Thursday. At a Counciii, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ 'President. 
Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John MacPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 21st instant. 


The Governor-General — I complain to the Board of the disrespect which 
has been shown to it and disobedience to its commands by Mr. Bristow. Six com- 
plete weeks have elapsed since he acknowledged the receipt of the orders of 
the 29th of May, which required him to reply to the charges prefeiTed against 
him by the Nabob of Oude. To these he has not yet replied, but either remains 
in the possession of an usurped despotism scandalous to this Government per- 
mitting it, or treats its authority with an insolence of presuming indifference 
by a silence equally culpable, whether he is innocent or guilty of the facts of 
wliich he has been accused, or of the criminality imparted to them. 

Perhaps Mr. Bristow may wish to avail himself of the principle which forbids 
that any man shall be condemned unheard, to withhold his defence until he 
shall have either exceeded the period which he has been so repeatedly por- 
tended for the close of the present Government or until he shall have concerted 
other means for eluding the effect of an enquiry. In the mean time the justice 
of the Board is liable to be arraigned by suffering such delays. It is now four 
months since the Nabob Vizier transmitted his grievances to me, and more than 
these since they were formally made known to the Board. 

On these grounds I hope the Board will agree with me in the resolution 
of bringing this business to a decision without suffering it to depend longer on 
the pleasure of Mr. Bristow, and that they will allow me to bring it before their 
notice for that purpose on Monday next. 


24.ih July 1784. 


WABREN HASTINGS. 


Port William, the 28th J uly 1783. 

Secret Dept. At a Ootjnoil, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ President. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Mr. MacPherson, indisposed. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 24th instant. 

The Governor-General delivers in the following minute : — 

The Governor- General — Conformably to the declaration made and 
recorded by me in Consultation of the 24th instant, I now move that Mr. 
Bristow for disrespect to the Board and disobedience to the orders written to 
him by the Board on the 29th May and acknowledged by him on the 13th J une 
in having up to this time, avoided or neglected to reply to the same, be removed 
and recalled from his station and office at Eucknow. 

I also move that as the Nabob of Oude, in his letter of the 7th April last 
and laid before the Board on the 21st of the same month, has desired that 
Messrs. Bristow and Cowper, the actual Resident and Deputy, appointed for the 
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transaction o£ tlie Company’s affairs at his Court, may he recalled from thence, 
and that he may be allowed “ the exercise of discretional power for the manage- 
ment of his country, and the payment of the Company’s money” or debt, and 
has engaged that on these considerations he will pay the full amount of what- 
ever shall be due to the Company both of the past and growing debt in such 
manner as the Board shall prescribe; the ofiS.ce of Resident at the Court of the 
Nabob of Oude with that of the Deputy and other subordinate parts of the 
same establishment, excepting the oflSce of Accountant, be dissolved, and the 
Nabob of Oude and his Minister, Hyder Beg Cawn, made jointly responsible 
according to the terms of their letters, as set forth in the extracts hereunto sub- 
joined, for the payment of the same due, and which may become due, to the 
Company for the present and ensuing year Fuslee ending in September 1784. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


The Secretary begs leave to inform the Board that he has within these two 
days received private letters from Mr. Bristow, dated the 16th instant, which 
mentions that his “ indisposition prevented him from writing or answering the 
complaint so soon as he ought but that his letter would be dispatched tomorrow 
or next day at furthest he hoped.” 


Ordered that the Governor-General’s minutes be sent in circulation for 
the consideration of the members of the Board. 


The Governor- General informs the Board that he has also brought a con- 
tinuation of the letters which he has received from the Vizier and Hyder Beg 
Cawn, and desires that they may be sent in circulation, and copies transmitted 
to Mr. Bristow for his answer to them, but that they may not be considered 
as forming any part of the present question, being totally independent of it. 


Extract from the Nabob Vizier’s letter to the Hon’ble the Governor- General. 

deceived 7th April 1783. 

I am ready and willing to pay the Company’s monies, I intreat as a favour 
that you will recall Mr. Bristow and Mr. Cowper, and permit me the exercise 
of discretional power for the management of my country, and the payment of 
the Company’s monies. I will cause payment of those monies to be made 
through the hands of my Ministers in the manner hereafter mentioned. 

That is to say, whereas Mr. Bristow has declined taking bills from the 
Mahajins for the balance of * teep for 26 lakhs given by them, and has taken the 
jauidauds t assigned to those Mahajins into his own hands, and declared that 
he himself will collect the amount and remit it to the Company’s treasury, the 
truth of which you may ascertain from the Mahajins who have given teep and 
who declare themselves ready to grant bills for the same, if put in possession 
of the jauidauds originally assigned to them. When your orders establishing my 
authority for the management of my country and the payment of the money 
shall arrive, and Mr, Bristow and Mr. Cowper be recalled from hence, I will pro- 
cure bills to be granted by those Mahajins to the amount of the balance of 
those teeps and transmit them to you, and whatever sums may remain due 
on tlie bills for 26 lakhs granted by Gopaul Das Sahu, from whom Mr. Bristow 
has taken by violence my Minister’s tummussook J and substituted his own 
in the place thereof, I will take back Mr. Bristow’s tummussook from the 


note-of.liana a piomiMory note or bill, a bond, a cheque; besides these meanings, 
which aie common to all the dialects, it has special applications m some, as in Mar., taking a list of the number of 
bouses toees, cattle, &o., preparatory to a tax upon them. Guz. A list, an inventory, a catalogue, a roll or register 

revenue to a capitalist who has advanced money to the Government. — Wilson’s 

Jaidad; less correctly, Jaedad ; corruptly Jydaad, H. A place, employment i assets, funds 
f or capabilities of any district in respect of revenue : an assignment of the 
wvmura of a tract of l^d for the maintenance of an establishment or of troops, granted for life, but very commonlv 
with permitted succession to the next-of-kin, sometimes with a rent reserved.— IjPWtoa’* « Glossary of Indian Terms." 

„ , t JVMMTTSSOOK— properly Tamassuk ; corruptly Tummasook, Tumussook, Tnmsook, Tomsook, H. A bond, a note- 
ot-naud, a written acknowledgment or engagement. — Wilson’s “ Glossary of Indian Terms’’ 
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gomastahs of the aforementioned Sahu, and cause it to be returned to Mr. 
Bristow, and for wbat shall remain due to the said Sahu I will cause such good 
and substantial securities to he given to his said gomastahs on the spot that 
no cause for suspicion or doubt shall remain, and with respect to the present 
year Fuslee, and jauidauds for the Company’s money settled and received by 
Mr. Bristow, and for the amount of which he has taken tummussooks from the 
aumils of the jauidauds, let him be directed to deliyer up the tummussooks of 
the said aumils to me, and whatever sums may remain due from the said 
jauidauds and payable by the said aumils, the same shall be remitted to you in 
bills, kist by kist, by my Ministers. Whatever sums you shall direct to be 
paid here from the amount thereof for the use of the Company’s troops the 
same shall be paid monthly to the commanding ofl&cer of the troops, and for 
the ensuing year 1191 Buslee. Whatever plan or mode you shall please to 
dictate and determine, that plan or mode on your informing me thereof shall 
be received and strictly followed. I will not object to or hesitate to fulfil your 
pleasure in any respect whatever. Tou will please as a mark of your friend- 
ship to recall Mr. Bristow and Mr. Cowper, and confer upon me discretional 
authority for the management of my country, and for the payment of the Com- 
2 >any’s monies. With God’s assistance I will cause those monies to be furnished 
and remitted by my Ministers agreeably to what I have written. If any defects 
or deficiency shall happen you will on the instant take whatever measures you 
shall think proper. 

In the Nabob Vizier’s own hand. I hope my friend from your kind- 
ness that I shall be delivered from these distresses, and obtain my request. 


3Bx.ti'act from a letter from Hydbe Beg Cawn to the Hon’ble the Governor-Geaeral. 

Received 7 th April 1783. 

Belying on your goodness His Highness has requested the removal of Mr. 
Bristow and the grant of discretional authority to him in the management of 
his country and for the payment of the Company’s monies, if you should be 
graciously disposed to comply with his request, and at the same time so far as 
to favor me as to appoint me, from yourself, to the management of affairs here, 
agreeably to the proposals made to you by His Highness, both respecting the 
sums remaining due on teep and on Mahajin’s bills, and with regard to the 
present year 1190 Busies and for the ensuing year Buslee 1191, in any man- 
ner you shall please to direct, I will engage, in obedience to your orders, to 
remit the same to you, kist by kist, in bills, and as much thereof as shall be 
necessary for the paymemt of the Company’s troops in this quarter. So much on 
receipt of your orders I will pay on the spot to such commanding oflBcer of 
troops as you shall direct. As I was originally raised from the dust by your 
hand, and am debtor to you for my rank and reputation, so now also, aided by 
your favor and protection, by your patronage and support, I shall be enabled to 
effect these objects. If you shall please to honour me with the appointment as 
your particular and immediate dependent, with God’s assistance I will not be 
deficient in conducting the affairs of the Company’s Sircar, or in obedience to 
your commands. 


To 


No. 14. 

The Hon’ble Warren Bastings, Governor-General^ 8ro. 


Sir, — When I had last the honour of seeing you I more than once urged 
my reasons for thinking that the rebellion of Raja Cheyt Singh was but a part 
of a larger and more extensive one which was by the good fortune of your 
arrival prematurely brought forward before all the parties to it were united and 
properly prepared for action. In support of this belief, and to prove that I am 
far from being single in the espousal of it, I beg leave to trouble you with some 
extracts from the letters I received from Colonel Hannay written from the time 
of the first breaking out of the rebellion to my return to liucknow. His situation 
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for obtaining the knowledge he imparts, his experience, and his judgement to 
ffuide what he advances must make his sentiments of weight and authenticity. 

In his letter of the 8th of September from Tyzabad, scarcely ten days after 
he had set about obeying the bTabob Vizier’s orders to march with his force to 
Tour assistance, he writes “ that the whole country on the east side of the 
Gogra was in arms and rebellion; his own troops deserting and the single 
companies scarcely able to join other detachments ; the Ports of Gorruckpore, 
Belma, and Dumreeia gunge taken from the aumils by the zemindars; and 
that even hircarrahs cannot pass, so that all communication of intelligence 
from his other detachments under Major McDonald, Captain Williams, and 
Lieutenant Gordon was crit off and at an end.” He adds ‘‘ this town (Pyzabad) 
has more the appearance of belonging to Cheyt Singh than the Vizier. The 
Begums have placed guards to prevent a.ny of my people going to the bazaar in 
it. Within these few days Shake Chaan, with near 1,000 horse and foot, has 
marched from hence to Benares (they wei'e raised here), and I must confess 
that for my own part I have no doubt but Jewer Ally Khan and Bekar Ally 
Khan, through their agents, stirred up all the disturbances which extend from 
hence to Zowey Azimgur. I have sent Hoolasray to the Begum to enquire 
into the reasons of my people being prevented from going into the town, Oheyt 
Singh’s being suffered to raise troops here, and why her servants attempted to 
prevent my getting boats to transport the Company’s guns and hoi’se from 
Amora. I have also desired she will give orders for seizing the family of Shake 
Ohaan above mentioned, and when Hoolasmy returns I will write you her 
answer. In Khyrabad, Sylaek, and all the country on the (west) side of the 
„ ^ . , Gogra between Pyzabad and Kyrabad, Budamly 

te m iigina . .^,15 perfection, the aumils flying before the 

Gongwars and cannon firing at all hours. Cheyt Singh has sent money to 
Putty Sau Ghin Bay, Ajeetmull, Zalem Singh, and all the refractory Bajas to 
enable them to raise men. I this moment received Gordon’s account of the loss 
of his detachments which puts my march to join you out of the question. It 
happened by the villainy of the Pouzdar of Sanda, Shumsheer Khan, Achulak 
of Behar, Ally Khan, who turned his guns upon the detachment, and an un- 
fordable nullah front and many thousands of Bajpoots who had fought them 
all the way from Chowra Ghaut, made the sepoys despair. Zalem &ngh and 
Pirty Pal Sing mean to attack Mr. Donald tomorrow with 2,100 men. Behar 
Ally Khan deserves death, as the loss of Gordon’s detachments can only be im- 
puted to him. His obellah would never have acted so damning a part without 
orders from him. Jewer Ally Khan in the Choke of Pyzabad asks every man 
who bears the appearance of a soldier why he goes not to Cheyt Singh for 
service. I mention these circumstances that you may mention them to Mr. 
Hastings and the Nabob, and the necessary steps be immediately taken to pre- 
vent what delay will render a very serious matter. A few days more will lead 
the ferment which is here to Lucknow. If the Nabob insists upon my pro- 
ceeding I must bring everybody with me, for whoever is left behind will be 
sacrificed. 

On the 7th of September, Captain "Williams writes — “Upon my arrival 
here I found that part of “ Putty Sau’s, Ghin Bay’s, and Ajeetmull’s people 
had crossed to Marygowlay. They have been urged to this step by Cheyt Singh, 
who has supplied them with a considerable sum of money, and promised them 
great sums if they will put the whole country in confusion ; 6,000 men are on 
the opposite side of the river ready to cross. Putty Sau has written to all his 
adherents to be up in arms. Saadit uilly and the JBegums are concerned deeplv 
in the late business.” 

In a subsequent letter received immediately after the above, but without 
date. Colonel Hannay says — “ I have before told you how violently the Begums* 
people infiame the present disturbances, and in addition to this the principal 
Zemindars and Bajas have all certificates under the seal of Cheyt Singh that 
he will supply them with whatever money they may require for subsisting all 
they can raise. ^ In a very short time I apprehend the greatest part of 
the Nabob’s dominions will be in the state we are in here, and it is the general 
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belief of every man. in this part of the country that the conduct I have related 
is a concerted plan for the extirpation of the TJnglish. “ What may he the 
situation of the rest of the Nabob’s dominions I know not, hut it is most certain 
that, from Goonda to Maujid, and from Fyzabad to Benares district, and across 
from the Gogra to the Ganges, the country is in the utmost ferment. Should the 
present disturbances proceed from a plan of policy it will be concealed from 
you as much as possible, and therefore I take all possible means of commu- 
nicating to you what I really know to be facts. I know not whether the daks 
pass freely from you to Bucknow, but if they do not, and no measure is imme- 
diately taken to bring about order and draw the troops together, we may be 
deprived of all possible means of assisting one and other, and the army lost by 
detached regiments ; we have no communications with Bengal, and the troops on 
this side Benares are at present too much separated to yield one another timely 
assistance. I hope to God a sufficient force is ordered for the reduction of 
Cheyt Singh for the people who are daily sent to himt horse and foot, from 
Fyzabad and the seat of rebellion I have before named is very great.’’ In his 
next of the 13th he says “ it is impossible in the general insurrection which 
now reigns almost universally for me to get the force together the Nabob 
demanded, or to force my way to you with a loss. The greatest anarchy pre- 
vails — the present insurrection is said and believed to be with an intention to 
expel the English. I am compelled to give up all the country below Goonda — 
be upon your guard against the Vizier, for there are many circumstances to 
make me believe he means to espouse the cause of Oheyt Singh ; the JBegums 
have almost themselves recruited for him. 

In his next letter of the 18th he says “ if you meet but with a check at 
Benares every man in the country is ready to fall upon your scattered parties. 
The state of the Vizier’s dominions is in general beyond description. The 
insurrection is not partial, but generally spread throughout the whole, though 
it rages most violently in the Mahals of Sultanpore, the Mahals from Eyzabad to 
Benares country, the Mahals on this (east) side of the Gogra, and in Koomy, 
Khyrabad, and Sylak, and if I may trust to the information I received it is 
already begun and will soon rage as violently in Shajehanpore, Bohilkhand, Kor- 
rah, and Doab. I have already and repeatedly informed you of the dispositions of 
those in favour in Eyzabad, which has in fact been one of the great sources of 
the insurrection and the place of all others in the Vizier’s dominions which has 
supplied Oheyt Singh with the greatest number of troops. The old Begum does 
in the most open and violent manner support Oheyt Singh’s rebellion, and the 
insurrection and the N abob’s mother’s accursed eunuchs are not less industrious 
than those of the Bunack Begum. Capital examples made of Jewar Ally Khan 
and Bebar AUy^Ehan would, I am persuaded, have very best effects. 

On the 20th he says after re-stating his own eminent danger — “ I have 
already written you fully my reasons of being convinced of the treachery prac- 
tised at Eyzabad, and which, I am afraid, extends to your camp, that I need say 
no more on the subject and again mention the general insurrection. 

The truth of these positions I found most fully proved upon my return, 
but observed in particular that the most vigorous efforts were limited to the 
jaghirdars among whom the Begums, Eyzullah Khan, and Buttafut Ally Khan 
distinguished themselves. However, the Nabob’s return, the victories gained 
by the troops with you in the total reduction of Cheyt Singh’s country, and the 
march of the two regiments from Cawnpore to our assistance here have unitedly 
contributed to restore matters nearly to their usual tranquillity. The example 
most necessary to be made of the two active and turbulent eunuchs mentioned 
by Colonel Harmay remains yet to be done, as well as of a villain now in confine- 
ment who had assembled 5,000 Gongwars for the avowed purpose of rescuing 
two principal State prisoners from their confinement with the "Nabob, and as it 
is universally believed to make an attempt upon the treasury for which he had 
fixed the day of the Busserah, but was most happily detected and seized only a 
day before by the vigilance of the Cutwal, and the fact proved by papers found 
in his house. Unless spirits of this sort be controlled the worst of consequences 
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may be expected from tbe Beglect, should, which God avert, any fresh oppor- 
tunities occur. 


I have the honor to he with respect, 

SlE, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Ltjoknow, 1 NATH. MIDDLETON. 

The 17th Ootoher 1781. ) 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 31st July 1783. 

Thursday. At a CouNciii, present: 

The Hon’bee Warren Hastings, Governor-General, President. 

Edward Wheler, Esq[. 

John MaoPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 29tli instant. 

Considered the Governor- General’s motions recorded in Consultation the 
28th instant : — 

1st . — ^For the removal of Mr. Bristow from Lucknow ; and 

Sndly . — ^That the office of Resident and its dependencies, except the Account- 
antship, be dissolved, and tbe Nabob and his Minister, Hyder Beg Cawn, be 
jointly responsible (according to the terms of their letters to to the Governor- 
General) for the payment of the sums due, and which may become due, to the 
Company for the present and ensuing year Fuslee ending in September 1784. 

Mr. Stables —I cannot assent to the first question until I see what Mr. 
Bristow has to say in his justification. I object to the second question, and 
shall assign my reasons hereafter. 

Mr. MaoPherson — I cannot assent either to the 1st or the 2nd proposi- 
tion and shall give my reasons at a future period. 

The Secretary accordingly received the following minute from Mr. Mac- 
Pherson, which he circulated to the other members of the Board. 

Mr.^ MaoPherson— -I cannot condemn Mr. Bristow, or any seiwant, till I 
am convinced of his delinquency. He has been ill and he may have many and 
strong arguments to plead for the delay in sending his answers. 

As to the proposition for removing the Residency from Oude entirely, and 
leaving to the Vizier and his Minister the powers which they request, it is a 
measure of critical magnitude, nor can I consent to it without fullsecurity for 
the Company's interests and the peace of our frontier. ' 

Arrangements to secure both must be maturely and well concerted, and we 
ought to attend particularly to the change in our situation from the re-estab- 
hshment of the French in India. 


Mr. Whblbr delivers in the following minute. 

31st July 1783, 

Mr. Wheler— In a minute which I delivered at the Board on the 22nd May, 
I expressed a wish that we should enter upon an immediate enquiiy into the 
state of the Nabob of Oude’s country, for the purpose of determining how far 
the orders which had been given to Mr. Bristow on his appointment to Oude in 
beptemoer 1782, and whicli have since produced such serious consequences, are 
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applicable to the present state of that country, as well as for the further pur- 
pose of explaining and amending such parts of those orders, as either from an 
alteration in circumstances or other causes are nc longer considered to be in 
union with the interests of the Company and the Nabob. Such an enquiry 
into the state of Oude, and such a revision of the orders in question, I think 
more expedient and more necessary at this time than when I before recom- 
mended it, as the propositions now submitted to the Board by the Governor- 
General do not only relate to the conduct of the Resident and his Assistant, but 
involve a great political question respecting the future connection between the 
Nabob and the East India Company. It appears, therefore, indispensably neces- 
sary that we should receive the most complete and satisfactory information on 
those points which have led the Governor- General to propose so material and 
important a change in the system which has been laid down and established 
for the management of the Company’s concerns with the Nabob Vizier. 

Thus circumstanced, and now possessing information of the consequences to 
which Mr. Bristow’s removal will lead, I must beg leave to observe that as the 
Resident stands charged by the Nabob and his Minister with the usurpation of an 
undue authority, and as he is called upon by this Government to answer those 
charges, it will in my opinion be highly improper to shift the ground of those 
charges to that of disrespect to this Board for having delayed to reply to them, 
which I should have conceived was guarded against by his letter to the Board, 
dated 23rd June, urging as an excuse for not immediately answering them, 
his confinement to bis room from illness, and by a subsequent letter to the Secre- 
tary to the same effect. 

However ill prepared I may feel myself to decide upon so momentous a 
question as is now for the first time introduced in the latter part of the Gover- 
nor-General’s minute, I shall not scruple to venture an opinion that if ever 
there was a period at which withdrawing the influence of the Company from 
the Nabob of Oude’s Court, and leaving both him and his country to the mercy 
of his Minister was attended with peeuHard hazard to the interests of the Com- 
pany and the Nabob, that period is the present. I cannot therefore, impressed 
as I am with this belief, and dreading the alarming consequences likely to 
follow the adoption of such a measure from the present disordered and unsettled 
state of the Nabob’s country, and the unfitness of his Minister to govern it, 
consent to accept of the proposals now offered by the Nabob for the liquidation 
of his actual and growing debt to the Company, or to abolish the ofldce of Resi- 
dent at his Court with that of the Deputy and other subordinate part of the 
same establishment, excepting the office of Accountant, as recommended in the 
Governor-General’s minute. 

The Governor-GbnbraIi — It is not necessary that my opinion should fol- 
low, as it is expressed in the term of the question which I have proposed- I shall 
have something to say upon the subject of Mr. Wheler’s minute ; probably the 
minutes of the other members of the Board may require from me a reply ; I 
hope not, but shall reserve what I have further to say upon them as upon the 
general subject to another occasion. 

Resolved that both questions be carried in the negative. 


Exd.— B. M. 
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Proceedings from the Secret Select Committee of the 28th August to 

29th September 1783. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 28th August 1783. 

Thursday. At a Oouncix, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, Fresident. 
John MacPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Mr. Wheleb, absent. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 26th instant. 


The Governor- General lays before the Board the triplicate of the letter from 
the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 19th December, with copy 
of the letter from the Eight Hon’ble T. Townshend to the Chairman and 
Deputy, dated 3rd December, and a copy of the King’s speech. He informs 
the Board that he received these by the common post from Madras in a cover 
which appeared to bear the original superscription of the Secret Committee, 
marked on the outside — “ Received from the Ship York the 23rd of July 1783,’* 
hut the fold above one of the seals had been cut open, and he was surprised to 
find that it contained no letter from the Select Committee at Madras, by whom 
he supposes it must have been opened, mentioning the circumstances, nor any 
note accounting for it. 

Agreed that this be mentioned to the President and Select Committee 
at Fort St. George that they may give orders that more care be taken in future. 

Mr. Wheler having left the following minute with the Secretary in conse- 
quence of reading the General Letter of the 14th February at the last meeting 
in the Public Department it is now considered : — 


General Letter from the Court of Directors, dated the I4th February 1788. 


Mr. Wheler —It always has been and always will be my wish to con- 
. form implicitly to the orders of the 

r. e er s mmu e. Court of Directors, and I trust that the 

opinion which I shall give upon that part of the Court’s letter which is now 
before us will not be taken up against its meaning as going to a breach of 
them. The orders at present under the Board’s considerations are entirely 
provisional. 


Nothing has passed since the conclusion of the agreement made by the 
Governor- General with the Vizier at Chunar, which induces me to alter the 
opinion which I before held, as well from the Governor- General’s reports to 
this Board, as the opinions which I have heard of many individuals totally 
unconcerned in the subject, that the Begums at Fyzabad did take a hostile 
part against the Company during the disturbances in Benares, and I am im- 
pressed with a conviction that this conduct of the Begums did not proceed 
entirely from motives of self-defence ; but as the Court of Directors appear to 
be of a different opinion, and conceive that there ought to be stronger proofs of 
the defection of the Begums than have been laid before them, I think that 
before we decide on their order, the late and present Resident at the Vizier’s 
Court and the commanding offLoers in the Vizier’s country ought to be required 
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to collect and lay before the Board all the information they can obtain with 
respect to the defection of the Begums during the troubles in Benares and 
their present disposition to the Company. 


The Governor- General desires to record the following minute 

28th A.ugust 1783. 

I think that Mr. Wheler has misconcieved the intention of the Court of 
Directors. I have attentively read the 4th and subsequent paragraphs of the 
letter of the 14th Pebruary, but find no order, expressed or implied, in them 
which can warrant the enquiry proposed by Mr. Wheler. The Court of 
Directors is already in possession of complete and legal evidence of the hostile 
part taken by the Begums of Pyzabad against the Company. I cannot directly 
object to the proposals for collecting fresh evidence on the same charges, but I 
must be informed of the object of it before I assent to it. I do therefore 
object to the question in the terms and state of it. 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 4th September 1783. 

At a COTJNCIIi, PRESENT : 

The Hon’ble Wabrbn Hastings, Governor- General^ Freaidenf. 
John MacPhehson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Mb. Whbleb, absent. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 28th ultimo. 


24th August 1783. 

Mb. Wheler — The opinions which it has been necessary for me to give 
Mr. Wheier’s minute, 24tii August 1^83. various times on the Subject of the 

+1 1ST 1. T. VT' • J 1 ^ complaints made against Mr. Bristow by 

tte Nabob Vizier and his Minister, and on the motions and propositions of the 
Governor-General grounded on them, have reUeved me from the necessity of 
going through every stap of the business at this time. I shall therefore confine 
my attention sokly to this consideration whether the charges as they are drawn 
up apmst Mr Bristow and answered by him are fully proved and itabliSed 

“"“duct as they arise from the 

, \ charges are of such a nature as to render it 

almost impossible for the Eesident to disprove them by any certain and positive 
evidence, because they chiefly consist of deductions from asserted ikots which 
do not appear in some instance correctly stated ; besides, I conceive it is as 
necessary and oust that the affirmation of Mr. Bristow’s criminality should be 
proved by the person who imputes it to him, as it would be cr?el Ld uniust 
to admit of his having cleared himself from them only in the event 5^ 
proving a ne^tive to all the bold assertions of the Nabob’s Minist^ fL w£t 
man employed m public business could even transact it with credirto MmS 
or advantage to h s employers? or would attempt it if chargS^ and accus^ 
L ^ evidence and dictated by parties interest^ in his removal 
from his station, should be allowed to have weight with thoJ ! 7i 
gdges of his conduct, and by whose judgmeSf he 
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TVom the general character of Hyder Beg Khan, and the known influence 
he has long possessed oyer the Nabob’s mind, which has led to an uncontrolled 
sway over all his dominions, I am inclined to believe that the letters from the 
Vizier to the Governor- General were pi'incipally dictated by his Minister ; and 
this circumstance must induce those who view it in the same light to give less 
weight and consequence to the representations than they would deserve, if they 
sprung from a real sense of injuries received from Mr. Bristow, as deeply 
impressed in His Excellency’s mind as they are inculcated in his letters. 

It may be difficult for men who feel themselves injured by the misrepre- 
sentations of others to confine themselves solely to their own vindication ; they 
are naturally prone to recriminate on their accusers. Mr. Bristow has not been 
able to refrain from this error in his defence, but I neither approve of it nor of 
the angry manner in which he speaks to the Board of a person through the 
medium of whose influence the Company’s affairs have been so long conducted 
at the Nabob’s Court, and who is entitled to respect as long as he is deemed 
worthy of acting in that elevated station. 

With respect to the question before us, I am firmly of opinion that the 
charges against Mr. Bristow are neither proved nor established, and that his 
conduct ought not to subject him to the censure of the Board; indeed, the prin- 
cipal accusations against him are founded only on his attempt to introduce 
sundry reforms which have not succeeded — attempts which do not appear to 
stand in contradiction to the spirit or even letter of his instructions. He has been 
thwarted and opposed in all by the Minister, and as far as I can collect from 
the charges and Mr. Bristow’s reply, the appointments which are held up as 
encroachments upon the Nabob’s dignity and right of Government are not now 
existing. It would be therefore highly unjust to condemn, and much more so 
to remove, the Besident for endeavouring to carry into effect the plan and mea- 
sures which he was instructed to adopt ; he would find greater difficulty in 
answering the charge if it was inverted, and he stood accused by this Govern- 
ment in not having persevered with greater firmness in the execution of his 
trust ; and if Mr. Bristow is still to be guided by the instructions he received 
on his appointment, the united weight of the influence of this Government 
should be exerted to the accomplishment of the plans therein recommended or 
his instructions should be- so altered and modified as to make them more pala- 
table to the Nabob and his Minister, yet such as would effectually secure to 
the Company its present and future claims on the Vizier’s Government ; if the 
latter should meet the concurrence of the Board I cordd wish that another set 
of instructions were immediately prepared more conformably to those which 
have generally been given to Residents upon former occasions. 


SOih Aiigust 1783. 

Mb,. Stables — I have read with attention the papers referred to me in 

,, c. V, . • . A A. answer to the charges brought against the 

Mr. stable sn>.nute,soth August. Resident at Oude by the Nabob Vizier 

and his Minister Hyder Beg Khan. The charges are not proved to my convic- 
tion in any single instance. It appears to me that Mr. Bristow has adhered to 
the spirit of his instructions, which fully authorized him to carry certain regu- 
lations into execution for the benefit of the Vizier and the Company, in 
attempting which he has been invariably counteracted by Hyder Beg Khan, 
whose power and influence were effected by the plans proposed. 

The Resident has constantly informed the Board of all his transactions and 
intentions and stated the difficulties which he had to contend against ; he has 
done so particularly in his letter of the 21st J anuary last, which by some mis- 
take was not laid before the Board until three months after the receipt of it 
by the Secretary, and in his letters of the 13th May and 6th of June, all which 
are yet unanswered. Erom the Board’s silence to the Resident after the con- 
stant information which they had from him, he must have conceived he was 
warranted in following his instructions and using his endeavours to carry them 
into complete effect. 
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After a full review of this business, and having taken all the papers into 
consideration, I am of opinion that the conduct of the Resident at Lucknow 
deserves the approbation of the Board, and that he ought to he assisted by the 
entire weight and influence of this Government to be enabled to execute what 
is prescribed in his instructions, on a strict adherence to which the peace and 
safety of the Vizier’s country, and the payment of the Company's heavy balances, 
so much depend. 

The Nabob is in my opinion so much in the hands of his Minister, BLyder 
Beo- Khan, who has the entire control of his country, that I consider His 
Excellency’s letters as in fact the letters of Hyder Beg. I consider Hyder 
Beg as a dangerous man to this Government, and the comparative statement of 
the revenues of the Vizier’s country between the Euslee years 1183^ and 1190, 
transmitted to us by the Resident, gives me the worst opinion of his manage- 
ment and conduct, and afford but a melancholy prospect with respect to the 
early payment of the Vizier’s present debt, and our current claims on hirn, 
which must continue whilst our troops are employed in the defence of his 
country. To recall the Resident or to abolish his ofBce w ould be in effect remov- 
ing every check or restraint on the views and conduct of the Minister. While 
we are obliged, and as I think unfortunately, to have a large army in the Vizier’s 
dominions for their defence and protection, ’ and while the internal peace and 
security of his country is so much connected as it is with our own, we surely 
have a right to interfere for the purpose of correcting the gross abuses and 
mismanagement of his Government. 


3rd September 1783. 


On the subject of his, Mr. Bristow’s, answer to the complaints of the Vizier 

Minister, Hyder Beg Khan, I shall 
give my opinion in a lew words as it is 
possible. The affairs of Oude will now become matter of full discussion at the 
Board. 


Istly. — The complaints against Mr. Bristow appear to me to be in a great 
measure invalidated by their real object which is not the removal of Mr. 
Bristow alone but that of his nominated successor, Mr. Cooper, and in a word 
the removal of the Company’s Residency entirely from the Court of the Vizier. 
Hyder Beg Khan’s subsequent request (letter from Hyder Beg Khan to the 
Governor- General, 7th April 1783), to this Government places his views and 
ambition in a light not to be mistaken. 

^ndly . — It is my opinion that Mr. Bristow has fully refuted the accusa- 
tion advanced against him ; and if they had in some degree been established 
they would lie more against the Board than against Mr. Bristow, who conti- 
nually advised them of his endeavours to carry his instructions into effect. 

3rdly. — I think the opposition which Hyder Beg Khan has (amidst his 
professions of obedience) made to every effort of the Resident to carry 
through the instructions of this Government renders him highly responsible for 
the consequences whatever they have been or may be in future. 

4thly. — The late despatches of the Court of Directors on the subject of the 
4 t]i February 1783 . Chunar treaty and the resumed jaghirs 

. _ prove clearly that the Company are 

determined to keep a Resident at the Vizier’s Court, and to confirm his char»‘e 
of acts of internal management in that Government. 


The following answer having been prepared to the letter from Madras, recorded in the last 
t-onsultation, is now read and approved by the Covernor-Geneial and Mr. MacPherson. 

To — The Select Committee of Fort St. George. 

-A.NI) Gentxemen, — We have received your letters of the 6th 
1 tn, and 16th instant, with the several inclosures contained in them and observe 
your ^iterated demand that we will furnish you with those instructions which 
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you hare so often solicited and the want of which you say leaves you 
under an embarrassment that may greatly tend to the prejudice of public affairs 
at this critical juncture. 

We acknowledge that you have repeatedly applied to us for authority and 
instructions to treat with the late Hyder A.lly, and his son and successor, Tippoo 
Saheh. 

On the 11th September last you desired to know our sentiments of that 
state of imminent necessity which might warrant you, in the adoption of 
measures of your own judgment, without a special authoi’ity ; and you re- 
quested our instructions to guide your conduct towards Hyder Ally in the 
supposed event of the ratification of the Mahratta treaty, as you proposed sending 
to him an embassy, and we in reply to that informed you, by our letter of the 
19th October, that “ Hyder Ally was compelled to solicit peace, or to move for an 
accommodation from some change in his affairs. We imagined every advance to 
a negotiation with him was hut an encouragement to him to persist in the war.” 
We therefore declined granting you any instructions for that purpose and added 
that “ should he by the aid of his new allies, and through our misfortunes, press 
“ you to a situation of imminent necessity, that necessity and your own judgment 
“ must at once determine your last refuge, and dictate your instructions.” The 
Mahratta treaty was at that time not finally interchanged, and it was a matter of 
a great doubt whether the opposition raised against it might not preclude it altoge- 
ther. W e are confident that any advances made to Tippoo at such a season would 
have been converted by him into the means of adding force to the opposition 
which he supported against the treaty. The advantage which he would have been 
ready to seize of any overture for peace cannot be more strongly exemplified than 
in the instance now before us. Tippoo, certainly inferior to his father both in 
forces and abilities, deprived of his European allies by the preliminaries with 
Erance, compelled to retire fx’om the Carnatic in order to save or recover the 
most valuable part of his own possession, the revenues of a considerable part 
of which have been lost to him, threatened with a war from the Mahrattas 
and his resources of men, money, stores, and provisions greatly diminished from 
his long and continued operations in the field, has received the invitation of 
your deputies to accede to a peace — how has he treated it ? and what has 
been the consequence ? Presuming upon our weakness he has assumed a 
degree of consequence, to which his father never pretended in the height of his 
prosperity ; he has Rotated the terms of a treaty, particular articles and 
objects of which we are unacquainted with, and has left no alternative for a 
qualified admission of his demands on your part, but requires you impli- 
citly to afiS.x your seals and signatures to them, and informs you that after 
a meeting has been had, and the karanamma understood by the term of the 
translation we suppose to be meant concluded, letters will be written from the 
Punnu to the Governor and Council, a kelaut, &e., will be given, and the 
English prisoners of the Sircar will be sent with his Minister, and orders to 
the talukdars to deliver up the forts of the English to them. 

Although Tippoo has left nothing for negotiations but the acceptance or 
rejection of his demands, even for this undignified intei’course with you, he, or 
his agent for him, required you to depute your Minister to attend the presence 
of his Minister. 

Thus much occurs in proof of the propriety of our determination, on the 
19th October last, to withhold from you the power of treating in any shape 
with this enemy. In your letter of the 18th February 1783 you again 
desired our consent and approbation of a treaty to be concluded by you with 
Tippoo Saheb on the terms of that which has been made respecting his father 
with the Mahrattas, and you request that we communicate to you our sentiment 
on the propriety of your waiving so much of the clause relative to his immediate 
and entire evacuation of the Carnatic as may relate to the small posts and 
districts of Pudukota and Holipady, or other small posts and districts of little 
value or importance, but convenient to and bordering upon the dominions 
of Tippoo Saheb in case a treaty could not otherwise be concluded with him.” 

With respect to the diminishing epithets applied to these places they 
have a double edge^ — “ if they are small posts and districts of little value or 
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importance ” they are eq^ually so to both parties, and Tippoo should be as in. 
different in requiring, as we in ceding them. If he insist on them, and a treaty 
could not otherwise'" be concluded with him, which is the condition on wMoh 
Tou desired power to cede them, it proves them not to be districts of little 
value or importance. But you add as a further motive for our compliance that 
they are convenient and border upon the dominions of Tippoo Saheb.^ They 
can only be convenient because they may facilitate a future invasion. And if they 
border upon the dominions of Tippoo Saheb, in their present dependence on 
the Carnatic, they would equally border upon the Carnatic in their dependence, 
on Tippoo Saheb, and in this state are equally convenient to either, besides 
if that were an argument for yielding them, it would apply with equal strength 
after they wei’e ceded to the next small districts of little value or importance 
and so on ctd infinitum. 

We replied to this letter from you on the 11th March, when the final 
interchange of the treaty with the Peishwa had recently taken place, we 
repeated our sentiments with respect to any overtures which might be made 
to Tippoo for peace, and we desired you “ carefully to avoid any infraction of 
the article of the treaty which relates to the Carnatic, and which constitutes 
the peace with Tippoo Saheb on the only footing on which we are now at 
liberty to accede to it.’* Both these letters expressed our entire and marked 
disapprobation of your commencing by advances on your part any negotiation 
with Hyder Ally or his successor, Tippoo Saheb. If the ill- disposition towards 
you, of which you have repeatedly accused us in your letters, or the irritating 
style of your correspondence, could influence us to your prejudice, the un- 
warrantable and disgraceful management of your late negotiation opens an 
ample field for censure and reproach. To propose a cessation of hostilities to 
Tippoo Saheb, in conjunction with or through the medium of Mr. Bussy, was at 
once both impolitic and disgraceful, nor could it be supposed to be enjoined by 
the preliminary treaty with Trance, by the 16th Article of which it rested with 
M. Bussy only to have invited Tippoo, as the ally of Prance, to accede to 
the pacification. An invitation such as you offered could neither have been ex- 
pected or favourably received from the power immediately at war with him, 
but by condescending to make it you naturally throw the negotiation into the 
hands of M. Bussy, who will raise his own importance by dictating to Tippoo 
the terms he should demand from you, and by making himself umpire between 
you. Here we beg leave to remind you of the caution we gave you in our 
letter of the 11th March last, written before M. Bussy’s arrival in the Carnatic, 
and expressed in the following sentence — " We request you to consider the use 
to which M. Bussy might turn your instructions to the Tan j ore Vakeel 
(deputed to Tippoo) if Tippoo Saheb made them known to him, which would 
probably be the case.” 

Had Tippoo been in expectation of speedily reducing Mangalore when your 
proposal for a cessation of hostilities reached him, is it probable that he would 
have suspended his operations against it ? But distant as that event may be, 
it does not appear that he has suspended his operations or even agreed to a 
cessation of arms in any place but where the inferiority of his force must have 
yielded to our arms, we mean in the Carnatic, yet from this partial agreement 
we venture to pronounce that he will expect an unbounded observance of your 
request for pacific measures to the Company’s settlements on the Malabar Coast, 
and vehemently complain of any succours of men or stores which may be 
thrown into Mangalore. Tour Gommauder-in-Chief’s minute on this subject 
contains many sound and corroborating arguments, which, if we wanted any 
other, would confirm us in these sentiments. 

Although you have compelled us to take this view of your conduct, we 
win suppose that a negotiation has taken place with Tippoo Saheb in conse- 
quence of your overtures to him, and that he is willing to accede to a pacifica- 
tion on the basis of the Mahratta treaty, and in conformity to the preliminaries 
settled with Prance ; or even if he should absolutely refuse to accede to the 
^ace on these terms, by ceding to him the forts and countries of Carrour 
Dind^ul, Auraoouchey, and Baraporam, in the Coimbatore country, and the 
province of Cmnbam, which have all been taken by your forces, you can 
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olatain the release o£ our prisoners who are in his handsj we shall think it a most 
desirable accommodation. Indeed, while the sufPerings of our fellow-subjects in 
his possession are so severe as they are represented to be, we would willingly 
make those and even greater sacrifices to preserve their lives and recover their 
liberties, for although the places we have named are numerous, and of lofty 
sound, we believe them to be of no material value, and such as a superior force 
may at any time enter and recover. 

But you desire a more general authority from us, that is, you require our 
consent to treat with Tippoo on the basis of the Mahratta treaty, and the paci- 
fication which has lately taken place in Europe. By both these authorities 
peace is already formally concluded with Tippoo, if he will accept of peace, 
and by the former the Peiswha is bound to compel him to it if he shall refuse, 
therefore we cannot consent to any direct and independent treaty with Tippoo, 
nor to any conclusive agreement whatsoever which *you may make with him, 
except for a cessation cf hostilities in the accommodation recommended in the 
preceding paragraph, neither of which requires a written instrument to effect 
them. In the present situation of affairs there can he no danger in the delay 
of referring to us his proposals ; there may he an advantage in it. 

Respecting your claim on Tippoo for a reimbursement of the expenoes of 
the war, and a compensation for the losses sustained by the invasion of the Car- 
natic, we can only express our astonishment at your making it the subject of a 
serious proposal and of serious reproach to us for omitting it in our treaty with 
the Mahrattas ; but in short, had it been ever practicable, your mode of proceed- 
ings would have effectually defeated every chance of obtaining it. To solicit 
peace in order to claim a reimbursement for the expences of the war is a 
new doctrine in negociation which will not answer in India, and we doubt of its 
efl&oacy in any country. 

Erom the purport of this letter you will clearly understand that we posi- 
tively restrict you from making any separate or definitive arrangements 
or treaty with Tippoo Saheb, and that we mean only to vest you with 
powers to treat for a cessation of hostilities or for the release of our 
prisoners, or both. It is not necessary for us to negotiate for more general 
objects, as you have already commenced a negociation with him without wait- 
ing for our previous sanction, which you guardedly assure us was unnecessary ; 
and as we have remarked in the former part of this letter you have gone 
further : you have yourselves invited Tippoo Saheb to accede to the peace 
concluded in Europe, instead of leaving this advance, where it ought to have 
been left, and where the wisdom which dictated to the superior Administration, 
this provision of the treaty had fixed it, with the representative of the Erench 
nation in India. And you have proceeded to yet greater lengths. You have 
yourselves ordered what we conceive ought only to have been the effects of a 
reciprocal engagement, a cessation of hostilities on the part of our forces, while 
those of the enemy remain in liberty to continue their operations against us. 
Eor these acts and their consequences you are alone accountable. 

We have only again to repeat that we will not consent to your making any 
direct treaty of peace with Tippoo Saheb, that being already concluded on 
other grounds, and other sanctions of much stronger and surer alliance which 
we cannot agree to forfeit for an immediate engagement with Tippoo himself, 
that is, one which will be irrecoverably binding on the Company, hut no longer 
binding on him than whilst he shall find it convenient to observe it. 

We request that you will furnish us with early and constant information 
of the event and progress of your transactions with Tippoo Saheb, that we may 
also take such measures as may appear necessary to us to avert the conse- 
quences of his refusal to accede to the peace. 

We are with esteem, &o., &c. 


Eort WinniAM, 
The SfOth August 1783. 

40 F. n. 
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Mr* Stables— I think that the President and Select Committee of Madras 

should have powers to receive lippoo s pro- 
Mr. Stables’ minute, 4tii September. posals and to treat with him on the ground 

of the 9th Article of the Mahratta treaty, but not to conclude without maMng a 
reference to this Government and receiving our answer to it. I delivered a similar 
opinion, which, is entered on our proceedings of the 15th of last March. It must * 
not be conceived that I approve of the means taken by the gentlemen at 
Madras to treat with Tippoo, through M. Bussy. I condemn it in the strong- 
est terms. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 22nd September 1783. 

Monday At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ President, 
John MacPhers on. Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Mr. Whelee, absent . 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 15th instant. 


The following minute having been received from Mr. Stables the 18th instant is now 
recorded .- — 

9tTi September 1783, 

The Court of Directors, by their letter of the 14th Pehruary 1783, seem 

Mr. Stables’ minute relative to fcb© Begums of ryza* not tO he Satisfied that the dlSafiectlOn of 

bad, 181 b September. the Begums to tMs Government is suflSi- 

eiently proved by the evidence before them. 

I therefore think that the late and present Eesident and commanding 
ofiGlcers in the Vizier’s country at the time should be called upon to collect 
what further information they can on this subject, iu which the honor and 
dignity of this Government is so materially concerned, that such information 
may be immediately transmitted to the Court of Directors. 

In the enquiry proposed to he made I wish it particularly to he attended 

to, whether any hostile intention or mark of disaffection to this Government 
in the conduct of the Begums appeared before the troubles at Benares. 

I think the Besident at the Vizier’s Court should he called upon to gfive 
information to the Board whether the accounts of the Begums’ jaghirs has 
been paid to them, and by what channel the payment has been made. 


The Governor-General desires that the paragraphs of the letter from the 
Court of Directors of the 14th Pehruary 1783, to which Mr. Stables alludes in 
his minute, may be entered in this place, because it does not appear to him that 
the Court of Directors had directed any enquiry to he made such as is now 
proposed, that it appears to him both too late and unnecessary at this time to 
renew it, as very strong and authenticated evidence of the disaffection of the 
Begums has been collected and transmitted to the Court of Directors, and as the 
reasons assigned by the Court of Directors, if these shall he transmitted with the 
orders for the enquiry, will prove in their effect an order collecting evidence to 
the justification and acquittal of the Begums not for the investigation of the 
truth of the charges which have been preferred against them. 

The Governor- General thinks it unnecessary to make any other comment 
upon the motion or to give either his assent or dissent to it hut as the letter 
may be implied in the preceding observations. If evidence is to be collected 
it should he collected from all persons capable of giving it, and not confined to 
official 
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Extract of a General Letter from tlie Hou’ble Court of Directors, dated l^th February 178S. 

JPara. 6. — With, respect to the resumption of the jaghirs possessed by the 
Begums in particular, and the subsequent seizures of the treasure deposited 
with the Vizier’s mother', which the GoTernor- General in his letter to your Board, 
28rd January 1783, has declared he strenuously encouraged and supported. 
We hope and trust, for the honor of the British nation, that the measures 
appeared to be fully justified in the eyes of all Hindustan. The Governor- 
General has informed us that it can be well attested that the Begums prin- 
cipally excited and supported the late commotions, and that they carried their 
inveteracy to the English nation so far as to aim at our utter extirpation. 

9. If therefore the disaffection of the Begums was not a matter of public 
notoriety, we cannot but be alarmed for the effects which these subsequent 
transactions must have had on the minds of the natives of India. The only con- 
solation we feel upon this occasion is that the amount of those jaghirs for 
which the Company were guarantees is to be paid through our Resident at the 
Court of the Vizier, and it very materially concerns the credit of your Govern- 
ment on no account to suffer such payment to be evaded. 

10. If it shall hereafter be found that the Begums did not take that hostile 
part against the Company which has been represented (as well in the Governor- 
General’s narrative as in several documents therein referred to), and as it 
nowhere appears from the papers at present in our possession that they excited 
any commotion previous to the imprisonment of Raja Cheyt Sing but only armed 
themselves in consequence of that transaction, and as it is probable that such 
a conduct proceeded entirely from motives of self-defence, under an apprehen- 
sion that they themselves might likewise be laid under unwarrantable contribu- 
tions, we direct -that you use your influence with the Vizier that their jaghirs may 
be restored to them ; but if they should be under apprehensions respecting the 
future conduct of the Vizier, and wish our future protection, it is our pleasure 
that you offer those ladies an asylum within the Company’s territories, and 
there be paid the amount of the net collection of their jaghirs agreeably to 
the 2ad article of the late treaty through the medium of our Resident as may 
be ascertained upon an average estimate of some years back. 


Secret Dept., Eort William, the 29th September 1783. 

Monday. At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, president. 

John MacPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Edward W helbr. Esq., aljsent up the country . 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the ^Snd instant. 

The Governoi’- General delivers in the follow minute containing his ohsexvation in Mi". 
Bristows letter and defence : — 

I have now gone through the examination of the charges against Mr. 
Bristow and his answers to them according to the order in which he has him- 
self arranged them. I shall not attempt by any recapitulation of them to point 
out the strength of the former or the insuflaciency of the latter. I shall leave 
both to make their own impression, and doubt not that they will necessarily 
produce in the minds of others a conviction which they have produced in my own, 
that the truth of every charge against Mr. Bristow is either positively or pre- 
sumptively established even by the authorities which he has hjmself produced 
to refute them. 

I myself am personally aggrieved by Mr. Bristow’s conduct and pretensions. 
Every accumulation of his guilt is doubled by the attempt to fix the original 
charge of it upon me. In his declaration to the Nabob Vizier, to the Minister, 
and ‘ even in his addresses to the Board, he appeals to my instructions 
as the rule and warrant of his actions. To disprove this I need only 
to appeal to my instructions themselves. These had one essential object, 
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the discharge of the arrears due from the Nabob Vizier to the Company with 
his growing debt; and every article of them had a regard either to the means of 
rendering this point effectual, or to the cautions requisite in the exercise of an 
unavowed influence in the place of a lawful authority. The means^ by which 
our Grovernment acquired their influence and its right to exercise it will re- 
quire a previous explanation. Both originated in our connection with the 
Nabob Shuja Dowla. I found him a dependent on the Company, or rather 
on the Oommander-in-Ohief of the army. Under the authority of the 
Council, of which I was the President in the year 1773, I concluded a treaty 
with him which left him optionally free but virtually dependent on our Gov- 
ernment by the reciprocal obligations of it, which on our part consisted in 
military assistance whenever he demanded it, and on his, the payment of a 
fixed monthly subsidy for the expences attending it. He remained the absolute 
sovereign of his own dominions, and whenever he found the presence of our 
army, or the ascendant of our alliance too powerful for his ease or dignity, he 
might free himself from both by the dismission of the former. But the neces- 
sity of his affairs rendered it unsafe or inconvenient to part with it, as was 
evinced by the experiment of a few months in which the army was remanded 
to our frontiers, and again recalled for his service, and thus its attachment to 
hirrij and the kind of tribute which he paid for the use of it, were rendered per- 
manent, but in such a mode as conduced to his interest and safety without a 
diminution of personal consequence. He was himself the instrument of form- 
ing this relation ; he felt the advantages of it ; he experienced nothing 
humiliating in the superiority of the part assigned to our Government in it, 
and in the short interval which followed the construction of it two rich and 
extensive members were added to his paternal dominions, besides that which 
he acquired with it. Bet me add, without the imputation of assuming too much 
self-consequence, that my personal behaviour to him was invariably marked 
by a studied respect. In public I addressed him as my acknowledged superior; 
in private, for only one person was ever privy to our conferences, I made my 
demands in fiirm but decent language, exacted his compliance by stating the 
grounds of our mutual necessities without either concealment or exaggeration, 
and obtained with his cheerful and most willing concession the best accession 
of a new dominion, a portion of the wealth of a valuable and remote territory 
without the burthen of its administi'ation. He parted from me contented, and 
if I may trust to those assurances which my station may be suspected to have 
extorted from private adulation, he publickly and frequently acknowledged the 
obligation which he owed to me, and even in his last moments recurred to them 
in the line of conduct which he recommended to his son and successor, the 
present Nabob Ausuf-ul-Dowla. 

With his death a new political system commenced, and Mr. Bristow was 
constituted the instrument of its formation and trustee for the management of 
it. The Nabob Ausuf-ul-Dowla was deprived of a large portion of his inheri- 
tance, I mean the province of Benares, attached by a very feeble and precarious 
tenure to our dominions ; the army fixed to a permanent station in a remote line 
of his frontier, with an augmented and perpetual subsidy, a new army amphi- 
biously composed of troops in his service and pay, commanded by English 
ofidcers of our own nomination for the defence of his new conquests, and his 
own national troops annihilated or alienated by the insufl&ciency of his revenue 
for all his disbursements, and the prior claims of those which our authority or 
influence commanded in a word he became the vassal of this Government. 
But he still possessed an ostensible sovereignty. His titular rank of Vizier of 
the empire rendered him a conspicuous object of view to all the States and 
Chiefs of India, and on the moderation and justice with which the British Gov- 
ernment in Bengal exercised its influence over him, many points most essential 
to its political strength, and to the honor of the British name depended. 

This is not a place, nor have I room in it to prove, what I shall here con- 
tent myself with aifirrmng, that by a sacred and undeviating observance of 
every principle of public faith, the British dominion might have by this time 
acquired the means of its extension, through a virtual submission to it sautho- 
rity, to every region of Hindustan and Deccan. I am not sure that I should 
advise such a design wnre it practicable, which at this time it certmnly is not 
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and I very much, fear that the limited formation of such equal alliances as 
might be useful to our present condition and conduce to its improvement is 
become liable to almost insurmountable difficulties. Every power in India 
must wish for the support of ours ; but they all dread the connection. 

The subjection of Bengal and the deprivation of the family of Jaffer Ally 
Khan, though an eflFect of inevitable necessity, the present usurpation of the 
rights of the Nabob Walah Jan in the Carnatic, and the licentious violations of 
the treaty existing between the Company and the Nabob Nizam-ud-Dowla, 
though checked by the remedied interposition of this Government, stand as 
terrible precedents against us. The effects of our connection with the Nabob 
Ausuf-ul-Dowla had a rapid tendency to the same consequences, and it has 
been my invariable study to prevent it by the removal or restriction of every 
authority or influence derived from our Government which interfered with his, 
and by the promise of whatever means I might possess for withdrawing that 
interposition of it in the internal management of his affairs, which we exercised 
in the assignments made of portion of his revenue for the payment of the 
Company’s debts whenever he should have discharged them, or could afford a 
security of their payment. It is not unknown to the members of the Board 
who composed it in the beginning of the year 1781 how much it was my wish 
even then to return on a new commission to the residence of the Nabob of 
Oude, provided I could be entrusted with powers to make such an accommoda- 
tion; for his finances were daily diminishing, the presence of the representative 
of our Government enfeebled, that of the Nabob in its executive acts, and all 
the provinces of his dominion were gradually sinking into decline, the reproach 
of which even from our own countrymen was cast upon our Government as 
the cause of it. 

Unfortunately the Nabob Vizier wanted the requisite talents for business. 
fTis understanding, though far underrated in the common opinion of it, was 
deficient in many other requisite qualities of government. But it was united 
with a gentleness of manners, a susceptibility of kindness, and a pliancy of will 
which might in proper hands constitute an equivalent to them. It was in my 
reliance on the effect of these qualities that I solicited, and in effect obtained 
from hiTn in return for my concessions, his agreement to the admission of the 
assistance of the Resident in the charge then specially given to his Minister, 
of his finances and public disbursements. 

Dissatisfied with the conduct of Mr. Middleton, the Resident, to whom this 
charge was first committed, and of his Deputy, Mr. Johnson, to whom he dele- 
gates it, I formed the resolution of nominating Mr. Bristow to it in their stead. 
To this I had various and powerful inducements. The first and principal was 
the reiterated order of the Court of Directors for his appointment ; secondly, the 
wish of the other members of the Council urging it ; thirdly, their declaration 
of uniting to support my authority, and other concurrent circumstances remov- 
ing the objections which had hitherto opposed it ; fourthly, a reliance on the 
personal gratitude of Mr. Bristow for my optional nomination of him to so 
important a trust ; and fifthly, his assurances and a pledge given me for the 
performance of them in which I then reposed a religious confidence. I proposed 
and the Board agreed to his appointment, leaving it to me to give him his 
instructions. These were accordingly delivered, first verbally, but accompanied 
with heads in writing remembrance, in a discourse which occupied four hour’s 

of my time, when I was yet too ill to write, and they were afterwards dictated, 
for I continued unable to write them; and having received the approbation of the 
Board, they were transmitted to him on the 24th of October. I have detailed the 
process of this affair to shew at least the improbability of Mr. Bristow’s misunder- 
standing my intentions respecting the line of conduct which he was to pursue, 
if these were really contrary to that which he did adopt. Hitherto the Resident 
has never interfered beyond advice and persuasion. I myself never effected a 
liigher claim, nor had I a suspicion that Mr. Bristow would go beyond it. 
It tjierefore never occurred to me to guard against it.. On the contrary I will 
freely confess, and I am ashamed of it, I yielded to him an implicit confidence. 
As to my instructions and their real objects, I affirm that they have been 
wholly neglected, nor has any use been made of them but to pervert them to 
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designs of wMcli I know not tke authority, nor can devise any other end hut 
private rapacity. In one instance, indeed, he may appear to conform to them 
which is in his disagreements with the Minister, which whose conduct I was 
certainly much offended on the occasions which had afforded me so much 
offence against Mr. Middleton, and I therefore warned him to keep a watchful 
eye on Hyder Beg Khan, and I spoke of him in terms which marked great 
distrust of his principles and dislike of his character, VVhether X was right or 
wrong in my judgment, I will not now attempt to determine, I certainly 
erred in the unreserved manner in which I communicated it, since it has heen 
so frequently and powerfully retorted upon me. But Hyder Beg Khan is 
not the object of this discussion. Let his former conduct have been what it 
would, it will not justify Mr. Bristow in acts done consequent to it, and in- 
dependent of it. Let his present conduct be what it will, it will not warrant 
Mr, Bristow’s usurpation of an authority which was never entrusted to him, 
and in the commission of insults and indignities to a Sovereign Prince united 
by treaty to the Company and to the' British nation. There is not a syllable 
of my instructions which will admit of a construction of a power to assume any 
authority whatever in the administration of the Nabob Vizier. The only 
passage which I find in a recent search to bear anything like a tendency to it 
is the close of the 13th Article, in which, speaking of the dangerous abuse 
which the Begums had made of their jaghirs, I directed him to remonstrate in 
the strongest terms against their I’estoration, and I added that he “ must not 
permit it until this Government shall have information of it,” but how far even 
this expression was from conveying the idea of his exercising an authority 
over the Nabob will be demonstrated by the expressed purpose of the com- 
munication in the words immediately following, vis-t “ and shall have had time 
to interpose its influence for the preservation of it.” This extract will shew 
that in a case which I deemed of the utmost consequence to the safety of the 
Nabob’s dominions and of our political interests in this instance, more nearly 
than any other connected with it, I did not conceive that even the Governor- 
General and Council in their collective capacity had a right to interfere with 
authority, but could only make use • of the means of persuasion, or as it 
expressed to “ interpose their influence for preventing the evils which we sup- 
posed and can it be believed that I should invest Mr. Bristow with powers of 
which I disavowed the use myself and denied the exercise of them to the 
administration of which I was the first member ? 

The article respecting the Nabob Vizier begins with an injunction *'to 
study on every occasion to conciliate his good-will, and to shew him every 
ostensible and external mark of respect.” I expressed my “ hope that he would 
not find it difficult to make the Nabob himself the mover of every act necessary, 
whether for the advancement of his own interests, or the discharge of his debt 
to the Company.” I recommended to him to endeavour to wean the Nabob’s 
confidence from Hyder Beg Khan, and I remember using this or a very like 
expression in my verbal instructions — Be you his Minister, and make your- 
selves his advocate and the vindicator of his rights if his present Minister shall 
injure them,” and I strictly enjoined a preference of the Nabob’s claims to the 
sum allotted to his personal expenses before any other, little imagining that this 
clause would be perverted to a virtual but effectual deprivation of the use of it. 

The advice which I thus pointedly recommended to Mr. Bristow was such 
as I should have pursued myself had I been in his situation, and with a well- 
grounded expectation of succeeding in attaining the prescribed object of it ; for 
1 have myself experienced what might be effected by conciliation in situations 
the same as his, and in others as dissimilar from it, and on minds more difficult 
than the weak spirit of the Nabob Ausuf-ul-Dowla ; for I never found either the 
acute apprehensions and quiet susceptibility of Meer Gassim, nor the pride and 
manly sense of the Nabob Shujah Dowla impenetrable to arguments applied to 
their interests, and delivered with truth and plain dealing, which were all the 
acts 1 ever used in my political negotiations. 

But I have a further proof, and an unanswerable one, that I neither had 
nor could have had any design in my commission given to Mr. Bristow, either 
hostile to the Nabob Vizier, or offensive to his feelings, without such a profligacy 
of character as must have been marked by the whole tenor of my life accord- 
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ing with. it. Wheu I mentioned to Mr. Bristow my intention of appointing 
Mm to the Residency of liuchnow, I at the same time informed him that I 
could not yet effect it until I had an assurance that it would he acceptable to 
the Nabob Vizier, not knowing whether from former transactions the Nabob 
might not have a personal exception to him, and I therefore directed him to 
apply by letter to the Nabob himself for his consent. Mr. Bristow did write 
to him accordingly. I also caused Raja Govind Ram, the Nabob’s Vakeel, to 
apprize his master that the application was made with my knowledge and with 
my wish that it might prove effectual, if the Nabob had not the objection 
which I had apprehended. And lest he might be induced by his remembrance of 
the interest by which Mr. Bristow’s former appointment had been before made, 
to object to it on a principle of delicacy to myself, I desired Raja Govind Ram 
to assure him that Mr. Bristow should receive his appointment from my own 
choice, not by the imposition of any authority contrary to it. But I abstained 
from any direct communication of these sentiments, that the Nabob naight be 
freer in his decision upon the proposition submitted to him. I have already 
alluded to this transaction in a minute dated the 7th of March 1783, and 
dictated on a different occasion, and with other particulars which are here 
omitted. Mr. Bristow will not deny the fact as I have related it, and Mr. 
MacPherson will possibly recollect it. 

Is it possible that I could have used so much delicacy and affected such 
a tenderness towards the Nabob if I meant to send a tyrant to rule over him. 

I shall forbear to speak my apprehensions of the consequences if it shall 
be finally resolved by the Members of this Board that Mr. Bristow shall be 
formally vested with the power of ruling the dominions appertaining to the 
Nabob Ausuf-ul-Dowla, and guaranteed to him against all invaders by a sacred 
treaty by which the faith and honor of the British nation, and not the 
Company alone, are pledged to maintain it. A system of such controul cannot 
subsist on constructive power, and if the Board do not notify to Mr. Bristow 
the declaration which I have made of the revocation of those which he received 
from me, and which he has grossly abused, I shall, and at his peril, let him 
dare hereafter to quote them as containing the authority for his actions. Those 
who abet him in his conduct ought to prescribe to him the rule of it. When 
I a-m made acquainted with that rule I will record my opinion of it. Would 
to God I could prevent it, and the dreadful consequences which, however, 
qualified, must attend the exercise of any dominion built on such a foundation 
and committed to such a ruler. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Committee from 6th October to 10th November 

1783. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 6th October 1783. 

Monday. At a Council, present. 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
John MacPhbrson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Mr. Wheler, absent up the Country . 

Read and approved the Proceedings o£ the 29th ultimo. 


Prom tbe King, received ItOh September 1783. 

Usual introduction. 

May our fortunate son be ever prosperous and overshadowed by the pro- 
tection of Alnaighty God. The erzdasht of (you) our fortunate son, the most 
excellent of our exalted XJmrahs, has passed the immaculate presence, the re- 
presentation of devotion and attachment which you have therein exhibited 
have proved the sources of pleasure and satisfaction to our Eoyal mind. 

You have set forth that delays have hitherto occurred in mabing your 
representations to the throne, in consequence of the multiplicity of afeirs 
dependent on the present situation of the kingdom of Deccan and the 
European war, but that such delays shall not again intervene ; you, our fortu- 
nate son, have represented your satisfaction also on information that your letter 
to our beloved son, Mudjud-ud-Dowla, transmitted through Major Browne, has 
been laid before the throne, and that the contents thereof has met with our 
Royal approbation. 

Be it known to you, our noble and fortunate son, that your attachment 
and fidelity, your sagacity, knowledge, and abilities, are now so fully evinced 
and proved that no further evidence is wanting to their confirmation ; and we 
ourselves are fully convinced that you will not fail us at any period or on any 
occasion. The letter which you wrote to our beloved son we consider as written 
to ourselves, and you will esteem whatever he shall write to you as written by 
our command. We now esteem you as the offspring of this Royal House, 
and therefore have in this our shoccah honored you with the title of our noble 
and fortunate son ; it is meet that you pay the tribute of thanks and gratitude 
jn return for this intance of our Royal favor, and henceforth be attentive to 
the due performance of all filial duties. 

You have further represented in the before mentioned erzdasht that you 
have experienced much anxiety and concern on account of the delays which 
have occurred in the arrival of Major Browne at the presence, but that he wall 
now in a short time obtain the happiness of being presented to our august 
Majesty, and will thenceforward transmit to you all our commands ; that as 
you are most faithfully determined to promote our Royal pleasure, and to 
prove the sincerity of your attachment, you therefore hope that the commands 
which shall be issued from tbe throne may be such as will come within the 
sphere of your ability to execute, in which event there shall never be any failure 
or deficiency on your part. 

It is necessary that you, our fortunate son, do accelerate the arrival of 
Major Browne at our illumined presence. Your affection and attachment have 
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impressed themselves deeply on onr hearts, and we positively and assuredly 
know that Major Browne on the day on which he shall obtain the honours of 
audience will transmit to you ample proofs of our Royal favor concerning your 
solicitude that these things which we shall command may be such as will 
correspond with your ability. Son of our House. Hitherto we have issued no 
commands, and now we have adopted you into the number of our children, it 
must remain with you spontaneously to discharge the duties of filial piety. 

The first proof of affectionate attachment will be displayed in your exer- 
tions for the restoration of our imperial affairs, and in the arrangement and 
improvement of the Royal finances. 

Rrom the communications of our beloved son Mudjud-ud-Dowlah, who is 
with his fortune and his life the devoted servant of the presence, and for these 
twelve years past has proved your firm friend and well-wisher, our pleasure 
will be more fully made known to you. You must inform our beloved son what 
commands have ever been issued from the throne in the execution of which 
your hand has fallen short of your inclination. If recommendations have been 
forced from the presence by importunity to such you are to pay no regard, but 
he convinced that we are in our favour at all times solicitious to promote your 
satisfaction. 


Prom Modjud-ud-Dowlah, received lOtli September 1783. 

Usual introduction. 

The substance of the letter to the same purport as the King’s shoccah with 
the following addition : — 

“ His Majesty considers you as his son, and has honoured you with that 
title in the accompanying shoccah. He has honoured me with the office of 
acting Minister in the affairs of this empire, and by so doing has in fact con- 
ferred the powers of that office upon you ; inasmuch as I consider myself your 
deputy and such I have considered myself for these twelve years past and such 
I shall continue to be whilst I live, how then will it be possible for any com- 
mands to be issued from the throne disagreeable to you ? Such is my friendship 
that notwithstanding my total want of support and necessary means, I have 
overlooked lakhs, and rejected the proposals of the Brench. You will recollect 
that my means were cut off and my military strength broken by the late 
Nabob (Nudjuf Oawn). I am now alone and without resources in the presence. 
Yet though such is my situation I prevent as far as in my power the execu- 
tion of such measures as I know to be incompatible with your satisfaction, 

Bor this month past sunnuds for the Subahdarree of Arcot have been soli- 
cited in favour of the son of Hyder Naig, and lakhs have been offered as a nuz- 
urana- By various means I have prevented their being complied with. 

Now that the neabut of the Vizzarut appertains to me, I am in fact the 
Naib here on your part, and pn the part of the Nabob Vizier, and without 
doubt you will both consider it as incumbent on you to support and protect 
me and my honour, but writing is superfluous. I suspend everything until the 
arrival of Major Browne. He will see everything with his own eyes, and he will 
communicate the whole to yoxi, together with the proofs of my friendship and 
deyotedness to the service of you and the Nabob Vizier. God send that he may 
arrive speedily, and that you yourself may hereafter come to the presence. 

Concludes as usuaL 


From the King and written with his own hand, received 8rd October 1783. 

Usual introduction. 

May our fortunate son be ever and prosperous and overshadowed by the- 
protection of Almighty God. 

The perfect and steadfast attachment of you, our fortunate son, is impressed 
on our Royal mind, and we esteem you our faithful and undoubted well-wisher* 
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W^e therefore inform you that the late Zulfikar-ud-Dowlah Nudjuf Ca'wn Bahadur 
considered oui' faithful and exalted amongst our subjects, Ashruff-ud-dowla 
Afranseauh Cawn as a helored son ; that at an early period of his last sickness 
he brought him to the presence and placed his hand in ours; that he made 
him the successor to his honours and station, and obtained for him from the 
presence the usual marks of the Royal favour. 

After the death of Nudjuf Oawn, our chosen subject, Afranseauh Cawn. 
from a due regard to certain circumstances, withdrew himself from public 
affairs, and men disloyal, unfitting, and every way unworthy have possessed 
themselves of the entire management of the affairs of our State. 

As Afranseauh Cawn is with his life and fortune entirely devoted to our 
service, as we ourselves are disposed to favour and support him, and as all the 
militaiy commanders of the late Nudjuf Cawn are firmly united with him, 
it is therefore necessary that you, our fortunate son, do also consider him as 
your friend and well-wisher and determine on such measures, in conjunction 
with him, as may give prosperity to the affairs of oTir Government, and strength 
and splendour to our empire. 

Concludes as usual. 


The Goverhok-GenbraIi — As I now see no reason why the instructions 
given to Major Browne should be any longer withheld from the records, with the 
Board’s permission I will send them to the Secretary to he entered. His 
appointment was noted on on the records in Consultation 8rd March last. 

Fort WinLiAM, 

The 20th A.ugust 1782. 


To Major James Browne. 

Sir, — Having judged it expedient at this time to have a Minister at the 
Court of Delhi on the part of the Government, and be'ng desirous to avoid 
the eclat of a public appointment and every other circumstance attending it, 
which might make it appear to have been suggested by any interest or neces- 
sity of our affairs, or tend to change the relation in which the Company bas 
hitherto been considered in all their conceims with the King, as the supporter 
of his dignity, not a solicitor for his influence, I do therefore hy my own 
separate authority, but with the knowledge of the other members of the 
Board, appoint you to he my own Agent and the Minister of this Government 
at the Court of Delhi, and give you the following instructions for your 
guidance : — 

1st . — ^Tou will proceed directly to Ducknow, carefully concealing the know- 
ledge of your appointment until your arrival there. You will receive a letter 
to the Resident requiring him to give you an introduction to the Nahoh, and 
another for the Nabob, notifying to him your appointment, and the objects 
of it, with a reference to him for such instructions as he shall think proper 
to give you. This you will deliver to him wdth your own hands, and lose no 
time in waiting on him for that purpose. After your arrival you will inform 
bin) that having maturely considered the letters which he has lately written to 
me respecting the administration of the King’s affairs, I have judged it most 
advisable, both from its conformity to his wishes, and to the mutual relation of 
his Government with ours, that whatsoever measures may become necessary, 
whether for the retrieval of the King’s affairs, or for the ostensible appearance 
of our disposition to support his dignity on an occasion so peculiarly requiring 
it, these should appear to he our united acts, in which it is my desire rather 
to second and assist his views than to he the principal or leader in any plan 
that may be undertaken. I have therefore directed you to wait upon him for 
the purpose of reeeivmg his commands and instructions to receive and exeouta 
them as my own, and immediately to take your leave. You must inform the 
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Vizier that your orders are to stay no longer at liucknow than shall be neciessary 
for this purpose, and, therefore, request his speedy answer and your own dismis- 
sion, which having received you will repau’ to Purruckabad or wheresoever shall 
be most covenient’to you, and wait tiQ you shall receive the King’s permission 
to proceed to his presence. 

Sndly. I shall deliver to you two letters addressed to the King, one 

briefly notifying your commission, the other expressing the purport of it. The 
first you will despatch with a letter from yourself from Benares or from any 
other part of the direct road to Delhi ; the other you will keep to deliver with 
your own hands. On the receipt of his answer, if it shall contain an acquies- 
cence in your commission, and an invitation to proceed, you will proceed of 
course ; if he shall decline it (which I mention only as a possible event requir- 
ing a provision to be made for it) you will of course return to Calcutta, the 
purposes of your commission being thereby wholly precluded. 

Brdty . — On your arrival at the presence you will deliver my second letter 
with the presents which you will take with you for that purpose ; you will in- 
form His Majesty that in the course of the last year several persons came to me 
professing themselves to be deputed by him; but as none of them brought 
such credentials as were proper to ascertain that they came by his authority, 
I could not enter into that free communication with them which I could 
have wished ; that in the visit which I afterwards made to Benares, it was my 
intention, and one of the objects of it, to have sought an opportunity to offer 
my respects in person to His Majesty, but was prevented by causes w’hich are 
well known to him. These occupying the whole time I had to spare of my 
absence from Calcutta, I returned of course with my first wish unaccomplished. 
That the Nabob Vizier has lately written to me several letters representing that 
TTia Majesty’s affairs had fallen into much disorder by the death of Nudjuf 
Cawn, a misfortune which on His Majesty’s account I very sincerely lament, 
and that it was His Majesty’s earnest desire that the Nabob Vizier and the 
English should at this time stand forth and exert themselves in discharging 
the duties of attachment and fidelity to his service. That in conformity to 
this representation, and in compliance with His Majesty’s wishes so imparted, 
I have deputed you to attend his person, having 'first seen the Nabob Vizier 
for the purpose of enquiring and knowing from time to time what he should 
judge necessary for His Majesty’s service, and with orders to communicate the 
same and recommend them to His Majesty’s consideration. That being my- 
self acquainted only with the general state of his affairs, and it being impos- 
sible to know what variation they may have undergone at the time of your 
arrival in his presence, I have not ventured to give you any specific instructions, 
but simply to assure the King of the attachment of the Company, my principal 
to his person and interests ; and my wish and the united wishes of the members 
of this Administration to be able to afford him such substantial proofs of it as 
the state of our affairs will admit, that for this purpose you have my orders 
either to remain at his Court, and wait for such instructions as you shall 
further receive from me when I shall have been better informed of TTis 
Majesty’s pleasure from your first report, or to return with his commands as 
he shall think proper. You will be careful to guard against any misconstruc- 
tion of my design in this commission by taking an occasion to declare, and in 
the most positive terms, that I have no object to solicit and to promote with 
relation to. the interest of the Company’s excepting as they may be connected 
with his ; that my sole objects are to manifest to the world at this parti- 
cular time the attachment of the Company and of the English nation to pro- 
mote his interests, and to know in what manner they may effect it. 

4thly . — ^Eor the reasons assigned in the preceding article I cannot give 
you any definitive instruction. Hitherto we know nothing of the political 
state of the Court, but from foreign and suspected channels. Your first care 
must be to collect the materials of a more complete and authentic knowledge. 
You must study the character, connection, influence, and power of the several 
competitors for the possession of the King’s favor, or the exercise of his 
authority, the^ state, views, and relations of the independent Chiefs and States 
whose territories border on his. 
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5thly . — I shall delirer you a letter for the sister of the deceased Nabob 
Nudjuf Cawn, which you will deliver with professions on my part of sorrow 
and condolence for the death of her brother, with whom I have constantly main- 
tained an intercourse of friendship on account of the attachment which he had 
always manifested to my employers. With respect to any further intercourse 
with the family of Nudjuf Cawn you will consult your own discretion and the 
necessary caution of avoiding whatever may furnish occasion for jealousy to 
that interest, whatever it may he, which shall be established in the direction of 
the King’s affairs. If the Nabob shall recommend M. Shuffle Cawn or any 
other person whose character may qualify him for a succession to the offices 
held by Nudjuf Cawn, you will, according to the promise made to the Vizier, 
second the recommendation in my name, and if you shall find the King inclined 
to it, but not otherwise, it will be proper to urge and support it. Take no 
part in any other competition, and studiously avoid the appearance of having 
any. 

6tkly . — It is possible the King may recur to his ancient claims to the 
tribute of Bengal, and to the re-possession of Korah, Karrah, and Illahabad. The 
discussion of these pretentions must he unpleasant, and should therefore if pos- 
sible be avoided since it is not in my power to grant either one or the other. 
If you find it imavoidable, the following are the grounds on which to justify 
the refusal of both. While the English possessed the benefit of the King’s 
revenues, and of the influence which was attached to it, they were not deficient 
in the duties of attachment, but adhered to him with a constancy of which they 
had no example in any of his own natural subjects, and he derived from the 
Province of Bengal alone the portion of the tribute which was due from all 
the members of his empire. Incited by the same principle, they caused the 
districts of Korah, Karrah, and Illahabad to be ceded for his use, but when he 
separated himself from them and put himself into the hands of a power which 
was hostile to their ally, the Nabob Shuja-ul-Dowlah, and dangerous to their 
interest, and had actually transferred to it the possession of those districts, this 
Government was remediless. The Provinces of Bengal being deprived of his 
protection became oppressed with new difficulties and exigencies, which reqmre 
an application of all its resources for their relief. When they lost the benefit 
of his protection they were at the same time disabled of the means and dis- 
charged from the obligation of continuing the payment of his tribute ; and by 
the resumption of the districts of Korah, Karrah, and Illahabad ; they only ren- 
dered abortive the effects of the compulsion which his dignity had suffered, hut 
did nothing inconsistent with their own acts considered with the motives on 
which they were grounded, but rather confirmed the first grant by putting 
them into the hands of his first constitutional servant. 


At this time the revenue of Bengal is insufficient to support the many 
domestic and foreign expences with which it is loaded, and the Government 
is under the necessity of employing the original resources and credit of the 
Company in aid of the deficiency. To pay the tribute would he impossible, nor 
without the commands of the Company have we the power to allow it ; and the 
districts of Korah, Karrah, and Illahabad are no longer in our possession having 
been assigned to the Vizier under the faith and obligation of the treaty. 

These are the arguments by Tfhich you migh,t reply to such claims, hut I 
would rather avoid the discussion. 


7thly . — If the King should desire a military force to he sent to his aid or 
for his protection you will require to know the service on which it is to he 
employed, and the resources from which it is to be paid. Perhaps this maj^ 
be best and most readily effected by the dismission of the corps of Setaput Ally 
Cawn, and some of those commanded by the European refugees, the son of 
Sumroo, &c., &c. The funds appropriated to their pay will he more than 
sufficient for that of any regular corps which could be supplied from our army. 
Bather encourage than reject the application referring it as a point not in- 
cluded in your instructions for future determination. 

8thly . — You will endeavour by all means to inform yourself of the designs 
and proceedings of all foreign agents residing at that Court especially of the 
Vakeel of Hyder Ally Cawn. 

You may find it necessary to explain the nature of your commission, if it 
should be conceived to differ from others of a like kind. It is professedly 


D. 


1027 



6 


limited to a single point, and of course to the time required fOT e^cting it, 
and that being effected you will demand your dismission. If the ^King shal 
himself desire your continuance with him he must propose it, and you will 
acquiesce, not effecting to conceal that you have instructions for that purpose. 
This will of course render it necessary to change your appointment to that of 
a fixed Resident, and a commission will he granted you in form by the col- 
lective body of this Administration. 

If any proposition shall be made to yoli, for which these instructions do 
not provide, you will decline to give any positive declarations concerning it, 
however pressing the occasion may be, until you shall have referred it to me 
and received my instructions upon it. 

I am, &o., 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


Secret Dept. Eort William, the 13th October 1783. 

At a CoTJNClIi, PRESENT : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General, President. 
John MacPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Mr. Whblbr, absent up the country. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 6th instant. 


Mr. MacPhbeson, 35th September j received 8th October. 

I have read the General Letter from the Court of Directors of the 14th 
of Eebruary with attention. When it was first read in Council I understood 
the paragraphs about the Begums as directing an investigation of the grounds 
on which they were deprived of their jaghirs, and that we should use our in- 
fluence with the Vizier to put them in possession of the jaghirs, if there was 
not sufficient evidence of their rebellious conduct during the ti'cnbles at 
Benares. On a close attention to the words and spirit of the different para- 
graphs upon this subject, I do not think that we are directed to commence any 
new investigation of evidence ; indeed, I do not well see how such an investiga- 
tion could be regularly undertaken, or what salutary purpose it could produce. 
There has been no appeal from the Begums to this Government, and there 
certainly was sufficient proof at the time that those who had the management 
of their concern during the troubles of Benares were no friends but real enemies 
to the cause of the English. The point which the Court of Directors seem to 
have most at heart are — 1st. That the engagement of the 2nd Article of the 
Benares treaty should be faithfully fulfilled > and 2ndly, to guard against the 
future conduct of the Vizier if he should be disposed to oppress the Begums. 

We' should, therefore, ascertain whether the amount of jaghirs of the 
Begums are regularly paid to them through the Company’s Resident, and give 
them notice that no future demands shall be made upon them. This the 
Governor-General might I think do in a letter that would make the Begums 
sensible of their past misconduct, yet inform them of the lenity and graciouse 
intentions of the Company in ordering them an asylum in Bengal in cases of 
future distress. 


In consequence of the foregoing- opinion from Mr, MacPherson, the following minute was 

delivered by the Governor-General : — 

Gheretty, 9th October 1783. 

The Governor- General — I should gladly acquiesce in the motion made by 
Mr. MacPherson if I thought it possible to frame a letter to the Begums in any 
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terms which should at the same time convey the intimation proposed by it, and 
not defeat the purpose of it, or be productive of evils greater than any which 
exist in consequence of the proceedings which have already taken place and 
which time has almost obliterated. The orders of the Court of Directors are 
conditional. They require nothing, but in the event of discoveries made subse- 
quent to the advices which were "before them on the 14th Pehruary last, in 
alleviation of their former conduct of the Begums ; nothing has since appeared in 
relation to them but their refusal, or rather that of one, to fulfill her engage- 
ment for the payment of the remainder of the sum exacted from her by the 
Nabob Vizier in the beginning of the last year. Whatever obedience may be 
due to the clear and ascertained spirit of the orders of the Court of Directors, 
this obligation carmot extend to points to which neither the letter nor evident 
spirit of their orders apply. If 1 am rightly informed, the Nabob Vizier and 
the Begums are on terms of mutual good-will. It would ill-become this 3-ov- 
ernment to interpose its influence by any act which might tend to revive their 
animosities, and a very slight occasion would be sufELcient to effect it. It will 
be to little purpose to tell them that their conduct has in our estimation of 
it been wrong, and at the same time to announce to them the orders of our 
superiors, which more than indicate the reverse. They will instantly take fire 
on such a declaration, proclaim the judgement of the Company in their favor, 
demand a reparation of the acts which they will construe into wrongs with such 
a sentence warranting that construction, and either accept the invitation to 
the proclaimed scandal of the Nabob Vizier, which will not add to the credit 
of our Government, or remain in his dominions, but not under his authority, to 
add to his vexations and the disorder of the country by continual intrigues and 
sedition. Enough already exists to affect his peace and the quiet of his people. 
If we cannot heal let us not inflame the wounds which have been inflicted. 

If the Begums think themselves aggrieved to such a degree as to justify 
them in an appeal to a foreign jurisdiction ; to appeal to it against a man 
standing in the relation of son and grandson to them ; to appeal to the justice 
of those who have been the abettors and insti'uments of their imputed wrongs ; 
but we at least permit them to be the judges of their own feelings, and prefer 
their complaints before we offer to redress them. They will not need to be 
prompted. 

I hope I shall not depart from the simplicity of official language in say- 
ing that the majesty of justice ought to be approached with solicitation, not 
descend to provoke or invite it, much less to debase itself by the suggestion 
of wrongs and the promise of redress, with the denunciation of punishment 
before trial, and even before accusation, 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


Mb. MacPbcebson — I see with the Governor-General the difficulty of w^rit- 
ing a letter to the Begums that would in some degree extenuate their past 
conduct, yet convey to them a knowledare of the protection tendered to them 
in the case of future distresses by the Court of Directors. 

I only wished to adopt an expedient to show the Company that we were 
ready to meet any wishes ‘they had on the subject. I only suggested the idea, 
but do not move it as a question. 

The majesty of justice ought certainly to be met with solicitation, and 
shoffid not descend to provoke or invite it. But from some expressions in the 
letter of the Court of Directors I am led to think they had some complaint 
before them, or a different representation from the evidence sent by this Gov- 
ernment, about the rebellion of the Begums, when they wrote their directions 
of the 14tli Eebruary last. Otherwise they would either have approved or dis- 
approved of the conduct of this Administration upon the facts stated to them, 
or have been silent till they received further advices. I agree with Mr. Stables 
that the Resident at the Court of Oude should be called upon to state to the 
Board whether the Begums have received the amount of their jaghire. 


Governmeat of lo^ia Central Printing Office. — 41 P, O,— 20-5-89, — 500. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee fi?om 10th December to 31st 

December 1783. 


Fort William, tlie 10th. December 1783. 
At a Council, present : 


The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Qovernor- General, 'President. 
Edward Whblbr, Esq. 

John MacPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the 25th ultimo. 

The Board being now assembled in the Secret Department for the first time since the 
separation of it from the Public Department took place under different establish- 
ments on Mr. AurioPs departure for Europe, they are pleased to direct that their 
Minute in the Public Proceedings of the 23rd September last be now read. 

The same is read accordingly — 


Minute of the Board, 23rd September. 


Mxtfact from the Froceedingsi of the Governor’^ 
General and Council^ 23rd September 1783, 


The Board, considering the great weight of ofidcial business which has 
come into the Secretary’s oj6B.ce from the extensiye and increasing duties of 
this Government, comptrolling and necessarily providing for the operations 
of other Presidencies during the war, in a manner which, as it has made them 
more dependant on the Superior Government, and consequently rendered this 
Government the chief source for carrying on the war, of course enlarges its 
correspondence in the Secret Department ; while, on the other hand, the aug- 
mentation of the army, and the variety of ajffairs incident to the public atten- 
tion and decision of this Board in a growing settlement, naturally increases 
the business of the Public Department, and makes it diflScult for the Secretary 
to bestow the requisite attendance on both; the Board therefore conceive 
that these departments should be now entirely separated. At the other Presi- 
dencies the division is marked by the objects which are secret, falling under 
the consideration of a President and Select Committee, and those of a public 
nature exclusively under the President and Council, and each having its 
distinct Secretary. This Government certainly requires such a separation of 
oflBces in a superior degree, and is more likely to find ample occupation for a 
Secretary in each department. 

The Board for these reasons agree that the Secretary’s office be divided 
into two branches, and held under the management of different persons, 
which may be the more easily effected, as the Proceedings of the Board, 
though under the same Secretary, have ever been held separate in a Secret and 
Public Department, according as the business has been either political or 
general. 

Besolved also that this separation be rendered more complete by tbe 
appointment of a Secretary to each department with the following establish- 
ments : — 


Public Department. 


Sicca Rupees, 

1 Secretary, salary per month and fees the same as are drawn by 

the present Secretary ....... 1,200 

1 Sub-Secretary, salary 800 


Assistants, viz. 


1 Head Assistant 
1 Second „ 

1 Third 


Sicca Bapees. 

400 
. 300 

. 250 


Carried over . 95.0 
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Assistants, -concluded, 
Brough fc forward 

1 Fourth Assistant . . . • . 

1 Fifth . • . • . 

1 Sixth yy . , 

2 Examiners at Rs. 800 . 

1 Registrar 


Sicca Rupees. Sicca Rupees. 

. 950 

200 
150 

. 100 
. 600 

2,000 

. . 800 


4 European monthly writers 


8 Portuguese writers 


1 

at 

Es. 850 

per month. 

1 

at 

„ 800 

93 

1 

at 

„ 250 

33 

1 

at 

„ 200 

33 



1 

at 

Rs. 

200 per month. 

1 

at 

33 

175 

33 

1 

at 

33 

150 

33 

1 

at 

33 

125 

33 

4 

at Rs. 100 
each. 


400 

3-i 


1,100 


1,050 


6,450 


1 Farash . . 

1 Head Duftry . . 

2 Duftries, Rs, 8 and 6 

1 Jemadar . 

6^ Peons , . , 

1 Mehter • • , 

1 Jilladgur 


Sicca Rupees. 
6 

. 10 
. 14 

. 10 
. 80 

. 3 

. 10 


8S 


Secret Department, 
Secretary, salary per month , , 

In lieu of fees ...... 

1 Sub-Secretary # . . . . 


. 1,200 

. 600 

1,700 

. . 800 


Assistants, 

1 Head Assistant . . . , , 

1 Second „ . . . . ! 

1 Third „ . . . . . 

1 Fourth „ .... 

1 Fifth „ .... 

1 Sixth „ .... 

1 Seventh ,, .... 

1 Eighth „ .... 

1 Ninth „ .... 

1 Tenth „ .... 

2 Examiners at Es. 800 , 

1 Kegistrar ..... 


400 

800 

250 

260 

200 

200 

150 

150 

100 

100 

600 

800 


6,500 


These to be Oovenanted servants and chosen entirely hy the Secretary. 

Rs ^ per^nlh^^^^^’ duftries, jemadar, peons, and mehter as above. Sicca 

employed hy the Governor- General and one 
by ea^ Member of the Board to make extracts and copies for them at 800 
Sicca Rupees per month each. 

As the business may he heavier at sometimes than at others which may 
require the casual employment of monthly writers, each Secretary should he 
upon honor discretion, countersigning their hills for payment 
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It is proper to define the objects of each department which are as 
follows : — 

The Public Department takes cognizance of all letters from the other 
Presidencies, not of a political nature, and from China, of all matters which, 
regard commerce and shipping, of all private and personal applications, and of 
all transactions with the subordinate offices of Government in their public 
capacities and of a public nature. 

The Secret Department properly comprises all subjects of a political 
nature, all the correspondence with the Presidents and Select Committees at 
the other Presidencies also with the Councils there on political affairs, all the 
correspondence withf the Residents at Poreign Courts, and at Benares, all 
transactions with foreign nations and powers, and every military operation or 
movement of troops which is either ordered or undertaken. 

Resolved that these establishments and regulations do take place from 
and after the period of the embarkation of our present Secretary. 

Resolved that Mr. William Bruere be appointed Secretary to the General 
or Public Department, and Mr. Hay, Secretary to the Political or Secret 
Department. 

Agreed that the Secretary to the Political Department be allowed to 
remove the secret records to his own house, and that he do present an annual 
account to the Board, trusting to the experience of the advantages arising from 
this arrangement, and to their future approbation for the payment of his 
account. 

(A true copy.) 

J. P. Axjnion, 

. Secretary. 


Mr. Hay begs leave to lay before the Board the following letter which he received from 
Mr. Auriol:— 

Mr. Auriol to Mr. Hay. To Mr. EdwaRD HaY. 

Sib, — Having signified to the Hon’ble the Governor-General and Council 
iny wish to retmm to England, and they having been pleased to grant me their 
permission, I am directed to inform you that the Board have in consequence 
passed a Resolution for separating the Public from the Secret Department of 
the Secretary’s office, and for appointing a Secretary to each department, with 
a distinct office and establishment, and that this arrangement is to take effect 
from the period of my departure in the Winterton agreably to the plan con- 
tained in the enclosed copy of the Board’s Minute of this date, by which you 
will also perceive that they have been pleased to appoint you to succeed to 
the post of Secretary to the Secret Department, you will therefore accordingly 
receive charge of said office with all the records of the Board bolonging to it 
from me. 

As the Board have thought it proper that their meetings in the Secret 
Department should be held and their records kept in a different place from 
those of the Public Department, you are authorized to remove them to a 
proper and convenient house, and desired to lay before the Board an account, 
certified upon honor, of the expense which you may be at for the rent of it, 
at the end of the year, when they will consider the same and your claim to being 
reimbursed by the Company. 

I am. 

Sib, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

CoTFNCHi Chambeb, \ J. P. Attbioii, 

The 83rd September 1783. § Secretary. 
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A letter from the Secretary having been circulated to the Members o£ the Board, it is now 
entered, and the following are the Resolutions of the Board on the subject of it ; — 

To THE Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Esq., Governor-Generals 

The Secretary, 3rd December. Council in the Secret Department. 

Hon’ble Sib and Gentlemen, — I was honored with a letter from Mr. 
Auriol, written by your orders under date the 23rd September, in which he in- 
formed me of the permission which you had been pleased to grant to him to 
proceed to Europe, and that you had done me the honor of appointing me in that 
event Secretary to the Secret Department, and that, as you had resolved that 
your meetings in that department should be held, and your records kept in a 
different place from those of the Public Department, I was authorized to remove 
them to a proper and convenient house, and desired to lay before the Board an 
account, certified upon honor, of the expense which I might be at for the rent 
of it at the end of the year, when the Board would consider the same, and my 
claim to be reimbursed by the Company. I was favored also by Mr. Auriol 
with a Minute from the Board’s proceedings to which he referred, setting 
forth the grounds on which you had been pleased to separate the Secret from 
the Public Department, and stating the establishment and duties ordered for 
each of them. 

I beg leave to express to you, gentlemen, my unfeigned thanks for the 
honor which you have done me by the appointment which you have been 
pleased to confer on me, and to assure you that every effort that I am capable 
of exerting shall be exerted to do credit to the choice you have been pleased to 
make of me for that trust. 

I have the honor to inform the Board that I have taken charge of the 
records of the Secret and Eoreign Departments, and that, in consequence of 
Mr. Aoriol’s departure for Europe, I have begun to do the duties of my new 
office. 

I submit to the Hon’ble Board whether it would not be proper that the 
other Presidencies, the Oommander-in-Chief , and Besidents at Eoreign Courts, at 
liucknow and at Benares, should be informed of the separate duties annexed 
to the Public and Political Departments, and desired to address their letters 
accordingly when they write to the Hon’ble Board upon the subjects allotted 
to each. 

I have the honor to lay before the Board some regulations which I pro- 
pose for the office under my charge, and to request that they may be honored 
with their sanction. They are calculated for the quick despatch of business, 
and to secure the means of having it well done. 

I have made choice of the following gentlemen, agreeable to the Board’s 
permission, to be my assistants, and beg leave to request your confirmation of 
it. No list having been yet transmitted by the Hon’ble Court of Directors to 
this Government, of the rank to be held by the writers appointed in the last 
season, those gentlemen have been named in my list in the order in which 
they stand, perhaps accidentally, in the general letter in which their appoint- 
ments have been mentioned. TMs may be hereafter corrected when a regular 
list shall be received ascertaining their respective ranks. And I have placed the 
gentlemen belonging to the Bombay establishment appointed thither in the 
season of 1781, and detained here until an answer shall arrive from the 
Hon’ble the Court of Directors to your recommendation of them to be trans- 
ferred to the Bengal service, after the Bengal writers of the same year. With 
respect to those gentlemen, whose allowances will be diminished by their com- 
ing into my office, I solicit the Board that they may be allowed the common 
pay of writers in this establishment, *a«., Company’s Bupees 96-8-6 per month, 
in addition to the salary which they will receive as assistants under me. This 
will be some, though not a complete, compensation to them for the loss which 
they sustain by becoming so. 

Thomas Philpot. 

George Arbuthnot. 

Joshua TJhthoff. 
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Henry Fawcett. 

Nathan Crow. 

William Broughton. 

Charles Taylor. 

Henry Foster. 

J ohn Fombelle. 

Mr. Thomas Bash wood, ”) 

„ Lewis Chauvet, } 

,, John Cotton, 'Registrar. 


Examiners. 


Mr. J ohn Lumsden, Second Assistant in the General Bepartment, coming 
by presumptive right under me, and being perfectly qualified for the office 
of Sub-Secretary, I beg leave to recommend to the Board, and to request 
that he may be honored hy their appointment of him to that office. 

It remains for the gentlemen of the Board, in consequence of their E-esolu- 
tion of the 23rd of September, to nominate such servants of the Company as 
they may think proper, to make extracts and copies of the proceedings for their 
use, and I request to be honored with information of the names of gentlemen 
whom they respectively choose for this business. 


Fobt WilIjIam, 

The Srd December 1783, 


} 


I have the honor to he, with great respect, 
Hon’hle Sir and Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most faithful servant, 

E. HAT, 

Secretary to the Secret Department. 


Ordered that the Proceedings of the Board in respect to foreign nations be recorded in a 
separate department under charge of the Secretary to, the Secret Department assist- 
ed by the Company’s servants in the Secret Office, and that the same be called the 
Foreign Department/^ 

Agreed that the following letter be circulated to the other Presidencies, to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, to the Residents at Foreign Courts, and to those at Lucknow and 
Benares. 


Circular. 

To Fort St. George. 

Mt Lord and Gentdbmen, — ^Having come to the resolutiou of entirely 
separating the duties of onr Secretary in the Secret or Political and Public 
Bepartments from each other, and having for this purpose appointed a separate 
Secretary to each department, we think it necessary to make you acquainted 
with the several duties annexed to each that you may address your future 
letters to us accordingly. 

The Secret Bepartment will comprise all subjects of a political nature ; 
all correspondence with other Presidencies on political affairs ; all correspond- 
ence with the Kesidents at Foreign Courts, and at Benares ; all transactions 
with foreign nations and powers, and every military operation or movement 
of troops which is either ordered or undertaken ; and the Public Bepartment is 
to take cognizance of all letters from the other Presidencies not of a political 
nature, and from China, of all matters which regard commerce and shipping, 
of all private and personal applications and transactions with the subordinate 
offices of Government in their public capacities and of a public nature. 

We are, &o. 

Fort William, ■) 

The 10th December 1783. y 
42 F. D. 
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The same to Bombay. To Goa. 

To Majob-Generai, Stibbbrt. To Lieutenant James Andeeson. 

ColoneIj James Morgan. To Mr. Bristow, &c. 

CoEONBL GiUBERT IeONSIDE. 

Agreed that Mr. John Xiumsden be appointed Sub-Secretary to the Poli- 
tical Department. 

Agreed that the following gentlemen be appointed Assistants to the 
Secretly in the Political Department, and that, as a list has not been yet 
received from the Hon’ble Court of Directors ascertaining the rank to be held 
by the writers appointed in the last season, those gentlemen do stand for the 
present in the order in which their names are mentioned in the general letters 
in which the Board are informed of their appointments to the Company’s 
service ; that the gentlemen belonging to the Bombay establishment, viz., Messrs. 
Uhthoff, Fawcett, Crow, and Broughton, appointed thither in the season of 
1781 and detained here with the consent of the Bombay Presidency, until an 
answer shall arrive from Europe to the Board’s recommendation of them to be 
transferred to the Bengal establishment, do take rank immediately after the 
Bengal writers of the same year; and that in consequence of their regular atten- 
tion to their duty since they have been in the Secretary’s oflS.ce, and as an ear- 
nest for their future, punctual observance of it, they do receive the common pay 
of writers on this establishment, viz.. Company’s Bs. 96-8-6 per month in addi« 
tion to the salary which they will receive as assistants under the Secretary : — 

Mr. Thomas Philpot, 

„ George Arbuthnot, 

„ Joshua Dhthoff, 

„ Henry Fawcett, 

,, Nathan Crow, 

„ William Broughton, 

„ Charles Taylor, 

,, Henry Foster, 

„ John Fombelle. 

Agreed that Mr. John Cotton be appointed Begistrar in the Political 
Department, and Messrs. John Lewis Chau vet and Thomas Dashwood, E:s;a- 
miners. 

The Governor-General acquaints the Board that he shall have occasion for 
the services of two Assistants in the Political Department, and begs leave to 
appoint Mr. John Boutledge and Mr. John Palmer to this oflfice. 

Mr. Wheler begs leave to appoint Mr. John Cotton his Assistant in the 
Political Department. 

Mr. MaoPherson requests that Mr. Alexander Maoleod, a servant of the 
Company on the Madras establishment, and a gentleman in his confidence 
family, may be appoined his assistant. 

Mr. Stables requests that Mr. Thomas Wilkinson, a servant of the Com- 
pany on the Bombay establishment, and a gentleman with whom he is nearly 
connected, may be appointed his Assistant. 


Agreed to the above appointments and resolved that the following letters be written to 
Fort St* Gorge and .Bombay : — 

To Fort St. George and to Bombay. To Fort St. George (Council) • 

Mx^ liOBD AND GEKTiiEMEN, — -One of OUT Members having occasion for 
the service of Mr. Alexander Macleod, a gentleman on your establishment, now 
here, we request that you will he pleased to continue the leave of absence 
which you have granted him, and allow him to remain in Bengal. 

Fout ‘WiiiiiiAM, "Vre have the honor to he, &c. 

The 10th December, 3 

The same to Bombay with respect to Mr. Thomas "Wilkinson. 
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Ordered tbat the several appoiatments tinder tbe Governor- General, 
Members of the Board, and Secretary, together with such parts of the Board’s 
Minute as may he necessary, he communicated to the Civil Paymaster, and 
that he he directed to conform thereto in his acceptance of the bills that may 
be presented to him for payment. 


Head the regulations proposed by the Secretary for the office under his charge. 

Fort William, the 3rd December 1783. 


The Secretary begs leave to propose to the Board the following regulations 
^ r a . observance of the Company’s servants 

Beeulations for tne Secret Office. -xti-i j-i~. i , t ^ , ,t i ,t 

in the Secret Department, and requests that the 
same may receive the sanction of their authority. 

That every Company’s servant he duly sworn in on his entrance into ofiSice, 
that care he taken that the date of the oath and name of the Member or 
Members of the Board before whom the oath shall he taken he mentioned in 
the hook or paper that contains it, and that a clause he added to the oath now* 
in use positively forbidding every servant in the Secret Department to transmit 
any information of any occurrence which may come to his knowledge, in any 
private letter to Europe. 

2. That all the Assistants shall attend at the ofS.ce every day, Sundays ex- 
cepted, during the cold months, viz.y from 1st November to Ist April, from 10 
o’clock in the forenoon until half-past 1 in afternoon, and during the hot 
months, viz., from the 1st of April to the 1st of November, from 8 o’clock in 
the forenoon to 12 at noon. 


3. That two Assistants shall regularly attend at oflB.ce' in turn every even- 
ing, Sundays excepted, from 7 o’clock to half -past 9, except on the occasion of 
a despatch when the attendance of all will he required. 

4. Tbat any Assistant who from Illness or other causes shall he unable to 
give his attendance, do send notice every morning of his absence to the Suh- 
Seoretary in a note assigning the cause for it. 

6. That two Assistants shall give their attendance at the oflBce every Coun- 
cil day, untill the Council breaks up. This duty to he performed in rotation, 
and the names of the persons on whom it shall fall to he returned each day 
before the meeting of the Board to the Secretary by the Sub-Secretary. 

6. That the Head Assistant shall superintend the execution of the current 
business in detail after it has been distributed to the Assistants, that he shall 
daily collect from the Examiners all the papers prepared for signature, send 
them round for that purpose, and he responsible for the close and despatch 
of all current letters, and make abstracts of every letter received when deli- 
vered to him by the Secretary for that purpose. 

7. That the Sub-Secretary do make abstracts and indexes of the proceed- 
ings in the Secret and Eoreign Departments, and give out papers and consult- 
ations to be copied, keeping a regular book of the names of the gentlemen to 
whom he gives them. 

8. That the proceedings shall be drawn out on the morning after they are 
held, and every copy required of them made and laid before the Board for 
signature at the next meeting, if tbat meeting shall be in not less than 7 days 
after the preceding one was held, if unless the proceedings be ready for 
signing as soon as possible within any time not exceeding that period. 

9. That every paper and proceeding shall be examined as soon as copied 
fair and signed by one of the Examiners with his name written at full length 
at the close of it. 

10. That all consultations after having been examined, as well as after 
having been signed, be lodged in proper presses and not taken therefrom but by 
•the Secretary, Sub-Secretary, or Begistrar. 

11. That all original consultations when copied fair be delivered to the 
Registrar and put into proper presses, and that the Registrar be made account- 
able for them on such regulations as may be established for his observance by 
the Secretary. 
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12. That all requisitions for any papers from any Members of the Board 
be made to the Registrar, and that the Registrar do, on obeying them^ and receiv- 
ing them back, cause a proper entry to be made thereof in a particular book 
kept for that pm’pose. 

13. That the Registrar do, as soon as possible with the assistance of the 
Sub-Secretary and under the orders of the Secretary, prepare an exact list of the 
papers and records in the Secret and Boreign Departments, as well as of all that 
may be missing, and that the same be laid before the Board as soon as possible. 

14. That the gentlemen appointed by the Members of the Board to 
make extracts and copies of the proceedings for their use, do make the same in 
the Secret OflBLce, and not take away any papers therefrom but by a special 
authority from the Member of the Board who appoints him, signified to the 
Secretary. 

15. That the Assistants appointed by the Members of the Board be duly 
sworn in the same manner as the Secretary’s Assistants. 

16. That a roll be carefully kept by the Sub- Secretary of the names of the 
gentlemen who do and do not attend daily at his office with the reasons assigned 
for absence of those who may not attend, and that the same be laid upon the 
Council Table to be at every meeting for the inspection of the Board. 

17. That all monthly bills for the pay of the Assistants be signed by the 
Secretary before they are paid by the Civil Paymaster, and that the Secretary 
do on no account sign the bills of those gentlemen who do not pay due atten- 
tion to their respective duties. 

18. That the Secretary do occasionally report to the Board when his 
Assistants have done their duty diligently and well, that the Board may be 
acquainted with their merits, and that examples may be made in favor of 
those who have proved themselves good servants of the Company. 

E. HAT, 

Secretary to the Secret Department. 


Approved the foregoing Regulations and ordered that a copy of them signed by the Gov- 
ernor-General and Members of the Board be affixed in the Secret Office, and that 
the gentlemen be informed that the Board expect their strictest and most punctual 
observance of them, being determined to make an example on every neglect of duty 
in whomsoever it may appear. 

The Board agree to meet in this department on Tuesday in every week. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following oath drawn out by the 
Company’s Attorney in conformity to the first regulation for the Secret 
Office : — 


I swear that I will be true and faithful to the trust reposed in me, as in 
tt, 4 . . 1 , o . 4 ! T,- . • . 4 tb® Secret Department of the Governor- 

Oath to the Secretary of has Assistants. _ •, t ^ " 

General and Council of the Presidency 
of Port William in Bengal, that I will not disclose any resolutions, letters, or 
proceedings of the said Governor-General and Coimcil, without the permission 
of the said Governor-General and Council, or of the Court of Directors, o^ the 
Dnited _ Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies for the 
time being ; that I will be careful of all its records entrusted to my care, and 
to^ the utmost of my power and abilities preserve them in the Secretary’s Office 
with secrecy, suffering no person to peruse them, but with the approbation of 
the said Governor-General and Council, or the said Court of Directors, that I 
will not transmit in any letter or letters I may at any time write to any person 
or persons whatsoever, any information of any occurrence or occurrences that 
shall or may come to my knowledge, by virtue of my office which I now hold 
or may hereafter hold in this department, and that I will preserve the same 
secrecy at all times and in all places after I may have left this department 
except where I shall be legally required and bound to reveal the same. 

Sworn before me by — at Port William in Bengal this tenth day of Decem- 
ber in the year of Our Dord 1783. 
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The Secretary takes the oath belonging to his ofiBlce. 

The Sub-Secretary and following Assistants take the oath belonging to 
their respective stations : — 

Mr. Thomas Philpot. 

j, George Arbuthnot. 

„ Joshua TJhthoff. 

„ William Broughton. 

„ Henry Pawoett. 

„ Henry Foster. 

„ John Fombelle. 

„ John Lewis Ohauvet, Examiner. 

„ John Cotton, Registrar. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 16th December 1783. 

Tuesday. 


At a Coxjnciii, tkbsent : 

The Hon’ble Warkek Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Edward Whbler, Esq. 

John MacPhbrson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 


Read and approved the Proceedings o£ the 10th instant. 

Governor-General — The advices contained in these letters are so very 
imperfect that the Governor- General desires for himself to decline joining in 
any orders that may be issued concerning them. The zemindars in the Pro- 
vince of Oude and in the other dominions of the Nabob Assoph-ul-Dowlah 
have ever been either in a state of actual rebellion or bordering upon it. 
Even in the time of the Nabob Sujah-ul-Dowlah they could only be restrained 
by a military force superior to that which they could oppose to it. At this 
time the government and administration of that country are usurped, as far 
as they can be usurped, by Mr. Bristow. He is in the practice of making osten- 
sible representations to the Board, but concealing his own agency and their 
object, as I have already shown in numerous and incontrovertible instances, 
and of receiving orders from the Board, which directed his application to the 
Nabob Vizier for Acts to be passed by his authority, but executing them by his 
own. The people, even the meanest of them, are aware of the weakness which 
that Government derives from this irregular and unascertained rule. The 
zemindars will be encouraged to acts of greater contumacy than even those to 
which they were accustomed, and the aumils will avail themselves of it for 
interested purposes. At this time especially, when the necessities of the country 
and (what concerns us infinitely more) the subsistence of two armies of our 
own establishment depend on the vigorous and consistent exercise of some 
power both to guard against the fatal effects of the impending drought and to 
maintain the peace of the country from the desperate consequences which are 
ever incident to such a calamity, it becomes the Board to consider whether it 
is morally possible for Mr. Bristow to exercise the control which he has 
assumed in subversion of the natural jurisdiction of the country, or if it be 
resolved that he shall exercise it, whether it will not be necessary even to go 
further, and to authorize and direct him to assume it avowedly, to appoint 
agents and officers of Government in the name of the Company, and be himself 
responsible for their acts. The Governor- General means not to recommend 
this. God forbid that he should propose a measure so contrary to his sense of 
justice, of policy, and of national faith, and so inconsistent with the whole tenor 
of his public conduct, but he sees a train of irregularities leading to certain 
ruin in the present acts and]pretensions* of the Resident, and whatever may be 
46 P. D. 
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the determination of the Board, he records these sentiments both as a warning 
to them, and ss an exculpation for himself from whatever may hereafter be the 
consequences. 


The GovEENOE-GEKBRAii. — Mr. Bristow having in a former letter com- 
plained that the bankers who had lent to the Nabob, or to Mr. Bristow in the 
Nabob’s name, fifteen lacs of rupees, had refused to make another loan of the 
same sum, although bound, as I recollect, by positive engagements, and had de- 
manded payment of the first loan, both which instances he speaks of in terms 
charging them with insolence and presumption, or using expressions very nearly 
resembling these, this led me to enquire of Bala Ooshaul Chand, the principal 
agent of Gopaul Doss Shaw at this place, whether he knew of any such engage- 
ment as that mentioned by Mr. Bristow. He assured me that he did not, and 
gave me reasons which at the time convinced me that it was morally impossible 
he could. He has since confirmed this declaration on the authority of his master, 
to whom he wrote on the subject, and has furnished me with a copy of the 
bond given for the loan actually made, which with its translations I lay before 
the Board, deeming it, if authentic, a clear and absolute refutation of the 
assertion made by Mr. Bristow. 


Bond under the seal of Mr. John Brt^tow, dated the 6th Rajib, 1197 Hijri, answering to 
the 8th June 1783, corresponding with the 23rd Choit 1190 Fuslee. 

The sum of 17 lacs 40 thousand Dncknow Sicca Rupees has been paid to 
the Hon’ble Company’s Sircar by the underwritten creditors through the hands 
of Bala Monsa Ram, the Gomashta of Bala Gopatil Doss Shaw, upon loan at the 
rate of 1 per cent, monthly interest which I engage to 3*epay, after the Com- 
pany’s necessary expenses, from the receipts of the Company’s assignments 
upon the Mahals of the Nabob Vizier. 

Principal— 


From liala Mon^a Bam, 

the Gomashta of ‘Lala 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Gopaul Dass Shaw 


• 

'14,00,000 

1,00,000 

15,00,000 

Hundeeawan at the rate of 

16 per cent. , 

• 


2,40,000 


Total 

• 

* • • 

17,40,000 


The Governor-General further begs leave to remind the Board that there 
are now two applications before them for their determination : one from Bala 
Ooshaul Chand petitioning the Board’s orders for the payment of this debt ; 
and another from the Nabob Vizier requesting that he may he permitted to 
restore to his grandmother and other relations the jaghim which were taken 
from them the beginning of last -year. As this last request is immediately con- 
nected with the order of the Court of Directors he desires that it may he taken 
into consideration at the same time and- entered in this place. 


jEietfaet u/" a letter Jrorn,the Mor^hle Court of Direotffrs, to the' Covernor- General and' Cduneil, 

dated 14th February 1783m 

JParagraph 10 . — If it^ shall hereafter he found that the Cegams did not 
take that kostile part against the Company which has been represented . (as 
Well in the Governor- General’s narrative, as .in several documents therein 
referred to, and as it nowhere appears from the papers at present in our posses- 
ion th^^ they excited any commotion previous to the imprisonment of JSaja 
only armed themselves in consequence ©f that transaction, 
and as it is probable that such a conduct proceeded entirely from motives of self- 
aerence under an apprehension that they themselves might likewise he laid 
under unwarrantable contributions), we direct that you use your influence 
W40 
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with the Vizier that their jaghirs may be restored to them, hut if they should 
he under apprehensions respecting the future conduct of the Vizier, and wish 
our fxirther protection, it is our pleasure that you afford those ladies an 
asylum within the Company’s territories, and they be paid the amount of 
the net collection of their jaghirs, agreeably to the 2nd Article of the late 
treaty, through the medium of our Hesident, as may he ascertained upon an 
average estimate of some years hack. 


The Governor-General lays before the Board the following letter and enclosures from 
the Nabob Vizier : — 

Received 29th November 1783. 

Usual' introduction. 

In all due attention to the rights of friendship towards the Company, the 
gentlemen of the Council and yourself, I have at no time been deficient from 
my regard thereto. I have so acted as to give satisfaction to the gentlemen 
heretofore appointed to this place; and they likewise in managing the con- 
cerns of the Company "attended to the preservation of my honor and dignities, 
so that there was no opportunity for censure or complaint on either side. 

In the year 1189 Puslee, Mr. Johnson adbpted certain measures cal- 
culated to bring disgrace upon me, which being made known to the gentle- 
men of the' Council and yourself, your equity and kindness induced you to call 
the above gentlemen to an account. Mr. Bristow from the time of his arrival 
has done, and still does, everything that can tend to depreciate my authority. 
Bepeated accounts have been transmitted to you of his injurious conduct, but 
as yet no justice has been done, or due notice taken of them ; and the above 
gentleman is now more than ever bent on involving me in diflSculties and dis- 
grace. 

I have always been wont to discharge the Company's tuncaw by assign- 
ments on the aumils of my Sircar, and the amount received from them being 
placed to my credit in the Company’s accounts by the former Residents, they 
again received janidaud from me for the balances that might remain. If the 
a^ssignments from the aumils felj short from any unforeseen accidents, the 
Resident did not require the deficiency from them, for there could have been 
no advantages in so doing, and thus the Company’s concerns were well 
conducted. Mr. Bristow without my knowledge or consent has thought proper 
to put Khauja Ain-ul-Deen, aumil of Bareilly,. &o., in the Province of 
RoMcund, under confinement. To detail the particulars of this transaction, 
would be tedious. He has proceeded thus against the Hhauja on accusations 
false and groundless ; no objections have been made by me to peremptorily and 
threateningly calling on any aumil for the payment of his monies ; on the con- 
trary,, I myself so call on thern when necessary, but Mr. Bristow has of his own 
accord confined this aumil, and still keeps him in confinement, and having 
included his balance in the accounts of the present year, has forcibly taken 
janidaud from me, and he means not to leave me any tiling for my necessary ex- 
penses. Having agreed to his requisition of jaidaud for the Ehauja’s balance, 
which he had added to the accounts of the present year, I repeatedly by 
letter and message applied for his release, but he still keeps him in confinement. 
To your candour I refer the consideration of the disgrace thus thrown upon 
note,, in consequence of his thus imprisoning my aumils by^ his own authority — 
a ndode of proceeding never adopted by any of his predecessor. The aumils 
dependent oh my Sircar are loaded with dishonour, whilst those dependent on Mr. 
Bristow’s, such as Ismael Beg and others, who were appointed in the past year 
only, and who, though there has been no drought in their mahals, have 
greatly reduced the established jumma, have far exceeded the usual allowances 
for expenses, and have fallen in arrears in the payment of the Company’s 
tuncaw granted on them, are still continuod in possession of their mahals, and 
are his confidential ministers and advisers. No dem^d is made on them for 
the deficiency of jumma, increase of expenses, or balance of the Company’s 
tuncaw, but the latter is charged on me, included in the accounts of the present 
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year, and janidaud req[uired for tlie amount to wliicli I have not the power to 
object. Others of his measures and orders are as follow I have always been 
wont to discharge a part of the Company’s tuncaw, by janidaud on the pay- 
ment of Almass Ally Cawn from which I likewise received a part for my own 
expenses. This year Mr. Bristow has withheld the janidaud for the latter, my 
necessary disbursements, and though I have repeatedly desired him both by 
letter and message to take a part only of the payments from Almass Ali 
Khan into the Company’s tuncaw, as heretofore, and to let me receive a part 
for my expenses, he will not comply, but has written to Almass Ally Khan, 
saying “ I will receive the whole of the monies due from you, you will pay no 
part thereof to any person whatever. If you do, I will not give you credit for 
it in your accounts.” He likewise laid injunctions on Almass Ally Khan’s 
Vakeel, saying “ if Eds Highness requires any money from thence, you shall 
not give it.” Thus having put a stop to my necessary expenses and issued 
orders declaring that if anything was paid to my orders, it should not be ad- 
mitted in account, what authority is left me with either the aumils or the 
people ? Add to the foregoing that the difficulties I labour under from the 
present scarcity are such as require my most earnest supplications to God. 

One other of the above gentleman’s proceedings is as follows : — The change 
and dismission of aumils was talked of and determined by him in the month of 
Jeyt; and those who assisted him with their advice were all of them en- 
couraged to expect employment. The engagements entered into for the year 
expired at the end of Bhadro ; and the zemindars and ryots always ready 
to take advantage of events, hearing of the proposed new arrangement, with- 
held the payment of their monies. At length in consequence of Mr. Bristow’s 
injunctions the change of aumils was entered on. Such well-founded reasons 
as were offered in opposition on this head, were disregarded by him. I was 
left without remedy, and acted as he directed ; by this measure large balances 
remained due from the country on account of the remaining kists of the past 
year which has become a plea for deduction with the present aumils. Thus 
I have suffered the loss of lacs of rupees, and Mr. Bristow, having carried the 
balances of the aumils to my account in the accounts of the present year, 
exacts janidaud from me, and I am unable to object to it. 

These measures and proceedings of the above gentleman are not done with- 
out deliberation and design; to enter into particulars would be endless. In 
addition to this every one is impeached by him with false and groundless 
accusations. Thus situated let me conjure your equitable interposition. How 
can I support my existence now that Mr. Bristow’s persecutions and my dis- 
grace are arrived at the pitch they are ? I implore redress ; let me obtain 
justice. 

Concludes as usual. 


Letter from Mb. Bbistow to Almass Ally Cawn, dated 15th Zeekanda, 1197 Hijri, or ISth 

October 1783. 

Received at Calcutta, 24th October 1783. 

Enclosed in the letter from the Nawab vizier. 

Usual introduction. 

It being my intention to take the full produce of the mahals under your 
charge in jmidaud for the Company’s tuncaw, I therefore advise you that you 
must not give any part of the produce of the said mahals under your manage- 
ment to any person whatever without my permission. In this you will in no 
respect be neglectful. 

Concludes as usual. 


Governor-Genei'aL 

- X Bristow in the letter last read avowedly mentions both his previous 
mtention of confining Khauja Ain-ul-Deen, one of the Nabob’s principal 
auimls, his actual execution of that intention, the Nabob’s application ip 
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■writing to Mr. Bristow for the release of the a'amil, and Mr. Bristow’s refusal 
to comply with it. The Nabob also complains of this transaction in the letter 
to me which is entered above, and of a letter written by Mr. Bristow to Almass 
Ally Oawn, containing the declaration of his intention to take the full produce 
of the mahals which were under Almass’ charge for part of the Company’s 
assignment, ■with a dictatorial prohibition to give any part of the produce of it 
without his (Mr. Bristow’s) permission. 

These are acts of power so contrary to every pretension that this Govern- 
ment can assert, or has ever authorized Mr. Bristow to exercise, that I must 
request the Board to determine whether they have or have not their sanction, 
and whether he shall hereafter be permitted to exercise the like power inde- 
pendently of the Nabob and ■without respect to his concurrence. This in effect 
■will determine the question which I have proposed in my first Minute. 

I must also take notice of the reason assigned by Mr. Bristow for refusing 
to comply -with the Nabob’s requisition for the release of Khauja Ain-ul-Deen, 
namely “ that the Nabob’s letters may, in the words of his instructions, be con- 
sidered as dictated by Hyder Beg Oawn. ” A similar expression occurs in a for- 
mer letter of Mr. Bristow’s, dated 14th of October, in which he says — “ Had 
the salutary measmes of the Hon’ble the Governor-General been received with 
a cordiality at this Court equal to the zeal and earnestness with which they 
were proposed, and a steadiness shewn by the Prince in the execution of them, 
answerable to the wisdom of the Counsels which produced them, the affairs of 
Oude would long since ha^e assumed an aspect very different from that in 
which they now appear. ” This indecent and very disrespectful allusion to my 
orders for acts done in gross and shameful violation of them cannot receive 
the countenance of the Board ; for surely it is indecent and disrespectful after 
the past complaints made by myself, as well as the Nabob, against Mr. Bristow 
for his perversion and disobedience of my orders, to appeal to them for his 
warrant with epithets of affected praise ; nor is his disobedience of any express 
injunction to act in every instance in conformity to the Nabob’s will and in- 
clinations, palliated, but on the contrary, exaggerated by his allusion to a re- 
mote observation made by me upon a different and special subject and neither 
expressing nor implying any instruction for his conduct. 

Bor these reasons, and because I do most solemnly declare that Mr. 
Bristow does not either confine himself to my instructions, or pay the least 
regard to them, I do again conjure the Board to determine the line of his con- 
duct, and to give him such instructions as in their judgment shall be proper 
and requisite for the effectual execution of the system which he has himself 
established, and which the Board has hitherto permitted, if it be their deter- 
mination that such a system shall be maintained, or such other instructions 
as in their better judgment they shall think proper to frame. And this I con- 
ceive to have become indispensably necessary by the application made by Mr. 
Bristow himself for his guidance, on the occasion of the declaration made to him 
by me in conformity to one made some time preceding by myself to the Board, 
that instructions under which he acted or pretended to act were no longer my 
instructions. 

Some reply must be made to this reference, or Mr. Bristow will be left 
without authority, and, what is worse, ■without a control. Therefore the Board 
must either adopt those instructions, and call them their own, or must give 
others. If they declare them to be their own, it will be necessary to explain 
those parts which are construed by Mr. Bristow in a sense which I have 
afBrmed, and do affirm, to be contradictory of my own, and, as I have no 
longer the right or power of explaining my own instructions, it seems to be 
but reasonable that the Board, ha'ving approved the line of conduct pursued by 
Mr. Bristow, should either explain their sense of those instructions or give 
him new. 

I forbear in this place to state the points which 'will require the determina- 
tion of the Board, because they might lead to a disagreeable as well as unprofit- 
able discussion which, I yet hope, may be avoided. 

46F.D. 
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Secret Dept., 
Saturday. 


Port William, the 27tli December 1783. 

At a GoUNOHi, 3PKESBNT : 

The Hon’bee Wareen Hasting^ Governor-Oeneral, Fresideni. 
Edward Wheder, Esq. 

John MacPhbrson, Esq. 

John Stabdbs, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 16tli instajit. 


The following Minute prepared hy the Governor-General previous to his seeing the fore- 
going Minute from Mr. Wheler, Mr. MacPherson, and Mr. Stables, was circulated 
by his orders to the other members of the Board on, the 23rd instant ; — 

23rd December 1783. 

Goternor-GenbraIi. — lipr. Bristow’s represeutation of the conduct op the. 

^ hankers in the letter last addressed to 

Governor- ener s xnu . the Board,. and his preceding letter of the 

14th October are so eonsistent with bis usual dealing with the Board, that I will 
unravel it for the conviction of the Board, and hope that they will not fail to 
take due notice of it. I must premise that he is in charge of the most ijuport- 
ant station in the seiwice, both with relation to its political magnitude and the. 
great pecuniary interest attached to it, and that therefore his reports ought to 
be both regular, complete, and strictly just in every point of business, and that 
the neglect of this duty, hut more especially a perversion of it, is in the 
highest degree criminal. Mr. Bristow, in his letter of the 14th October, after 
stating that Gopaul Doss, the hanker, had leut to the Company 16 lacs of 
rupees in June last, and promised as much more at a short period as should, 
make the loan 30 lacs complete, complained that he both evaded the perform^ 
ance of this condition, agreement, and engagement (for such, are the terms 
which he variously uses in the same sentence) and had even presumed to 
demand payment of the first loan. The Board in their reply, dated 21st IJ^ov- 
ember, requhed a copy of the engagement on which Mr. Bristow founds his 
claim, and how does he answer it ? He refers the Board for information to an 
extract from a letter written to the Board on the 3rd of June, which states the 
original transaction in a light totally different, and adds the Board’s, answer 
approving the loan,, a translation of the bond given hy him for the first loan, 
engaging to repay it in. the manner claimed hy Gopaul Doss, and transmits a 
further extract of his fetter of the 14ith of October contaiiung his representa-. 
tiou of the failure of engagement on part of Gopaul Doss, But though he 
quotes the order of • the Board, directing him to transmit "copies, of the en- 
gagement with Gopaul Doss, and to explain in the clearest nianner all the cir- 
cumstances attending this transaction,” and immediately subjoins his reply in 
terms, which mark an. intention to give the satisfaotiou thus pointedly re- 
quired, yet he neither transmits copies of the engagement, nor gives any expla- 
nation of the transaction. But as he has neglected this duty of respect at least, 
if not of obedience, I will do it for him, and shew that he has either inde- 
cently misrepresented the whole transaction, or which, I rather hope, will prove 
to he the case, has perplexed and confounded the subject hy bis eargerness to 
force it to a connection with his favorite object, the crimination of Hyder Beg 
Oawn. My exposition shall not embarrass the Board, nor- fatigue their atteu- 
tion, for it shall be confined to the materials furnished hy Mr. Bristow himself 
in the despatch immediately before us. In the extract of his letter to the 
Board, dated the Srd of June, he mentioned his having concluded an agree- 
ment with the house of Gopaul Dass for 16 lacs of rupees, that he expected to 
receive the hills in the course of two or three days, and should then com- 
mence another negotiation for 16 lacs more, and so on, untill he obtained as 
large a " sum as he was able, ” and that " he did not choose to infqrm the bankers 
of the sum total he must require, as they would have exacted higher terms 
than he should think it justifiable to. grant and that “ the. plan which he 
proposed for repayment of the hankers was to engage that after supplying the 
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disbursements of the troops tinder the command of Colonel Morgan and Colonel 
Sir John Gumming, and the expenses of the Resident’s ofdce, all surplus 
receipts shall be paid to them ; ” and this engagement appears accordingly con- 
cluded in the terms of the bond. Nothing can be clearer nor less ambiguous 
than this explanation of the transaction, when it was offered as a proposition 
for the option of the Board. The engagement is stated in terms to be limited 
to 16 lakhs, and the intention of extending it is also declared to have been most 
cautiously withheld from the knowledge of the bankers, and the condition of 
payment is defined. Yet in the reviewal of this transaction on the 14th of Octo- 
ber Mr. Bristow affirms that “ when in June last he procured from the house 
of Gopaul Doss the sum of 15 lacs of rupees he had a promise of so much 
more at a short period as should make the loan to our Government 30 lacs 
complete, ” adding that Gopaul Doss had broken his engagement, and even 
demanded payment of tbe sum of the actual loan. And he connects this inform- 
ation with the charge of breach of engagement, in such a manner, as implies 
the same criminal construction of it, though he at the same time furnished the 
Board with the most ample warrants for Gopaul Doss in making the demand 
for payment in his confession of the original engagement, and in the transla- 
tion of the bond which expresses the condition of payment, and which 
allows only a preference to the charges of the two military corps and 
of his own office, after which it was positively -agreed to apply the pro- 
duce of the growing collections to the discharge of the bond. I pass over 
Mr. Bristow’s charges against Gopaul Doss for the insolence of employing 
an agent of his own nomination in opposition to the choice of Mr. Bristow, 
and for “ abandoning those prudent maxims by which alone, as merchants, they 
ought to have regulated their conduct ” in declining to trust Mr. Bristow with 
a second loan of 16 lacs (no small sum, nor the proper subject of personal 
compliment) after the refusal to discharge the first. The claim of right to 
dictate to a banker whom he shall employ as the agent of his affairs, and 
to appropriate all the money which the banker can raise, and for which he 
himself has occasion, loses both its degree and quality of presuniption in its 
comparison with the usurpation of the rights and power of an independent 
State, and the insolence which could prescribe to a sovereign prince the number 
of horses which he should be allowed to ride, or the dishes which -should be 
eodked for his -table, "While I remark the finnonsistency of Mr, Bristow’s re- 
presentation, I am yet willing to suppose, as I before -suggested, that -he may 
have erred in the expression, but not in.the fact, and that he may mean to allude 
to some agreement made by Gopaul Doss after the settlement and advance of 
the first loan, though he affirms them to have taken place at the^same time ; 
but, to establish this solution of the difficulty, it will still remain to prove that 
'Gopaul Doss did engage to make a further loan, and for this purpose Mr. 
Brittow must comply with the orders already so clearly expressed in our letter of 
"the '26th November to transmit copies of the engagement with Gopaiil Doss 
-and to explain in the clearest manner all the circumstances attending* this 
trtinsaction.” It is not the custom of bankers to make verbal engagements, 
And Dala Ooshaul Obund, Gopaul Doss’s agent, has assured me, on the author- 
ily' of his master, that he made no such engagement. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


The followhig Minute from the Governor-General was -sent with' the foregoing on the 
23rd instant to the other Members of the Board for their pemSal — 

23rd December 1783. 

The subject of Mr. Bristow’s letter of the 1st of November is'alamiing:not 
-on account of its immediate effects, for they are past,' hut -as it indicates .so total 
-a dissolution of the powers of the Vizier’s Government as must have tendency 
-to excite -similar and repeated instances of sedition, J shall make but onei brief 
remark upon Mr. Bristow’s state of this transaetion, which is, that- a tumult 
of the most flagitious kind was suffered to manifest itself in -a gradual progress 
of some months till it grew to such magnitude as threatened the life ot the 
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Nabob Vizier himself daring a period, as Mr. Bristow’s letter states, of three 
days, and I have reason to believe that it was of yet longer duration, and that 
ivry. Bristow in all this important interval appears to have stood by a quiet and 
paskve spectator, although he had a regiment of the Company’s sepoys and his 
own body-guard, which is nearly equal to a regiment of sepoys, at his instant 
command, and might with such a force have repelled the whole strength of 
the Nabob Vizier’s military establishment, had it been united in so loose and 
unoond noted a species of hostility. This is a point which he ought to explain, 
for, if he had it in his power to suppress the mutiny, and did not, his conduct 
was criminal in the last degree. If otherwise, it concerns both his credit and 
the honor of our Government, that the doubts which he has thrown on his 
own conduct should be removed by a clear exposition of it. 

WABBEN HASTINGS. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 31st December 1783. 

Wednesday. 

At a OOUNOIIi, PRESBKT : 

The Hon’blb Waekbn Hastin&s, Governor~^General , President. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John MacPhbrson, Esq. 

Mr. Stables, indisposed. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 27th instant. 

Extract from the Minutes of the Select Committee of Fort St. George, dated 27th of 
September 1788. 

The following letters from the Marquis de Bussy are now read : — 

To the Right Hon’blb Lord George Macartney, K.B. 

Mx Lord — I have received the letter which Your Lordship did me the honor 
to write me on the 8th instant by the English frigate, the .dative, together with 
the packets from my Court which accompanied it. I am very sensible of the 
attention which Your Lordship has been pleased to shew to my recommend- 
ation in favor of the Ship St. Peter d* Aleantara. 

I have actually received the letter of the 3rd August that Your Lordship 
mentions, but did not acknowledge the receipt of it, having forgot its date. 

Being ignorant of the state and condition of Pondicherry I thought it 
practicable to make some external repairs to secure the inhabitants from a 
coup de main from the vagabonds, known by the name of Looties, who agree- 
ably to the horrid but received custom throughout all Indostan follow the Indian 
armies without pay, or any other expectations than that of plunder, which they 
indiscriminately commit both on friend and foe, so that an army of 30 000 
fighting men in the pay of the prince and executing his commands may be said 
to be doubled by the number of these vagabonds whom in my former letter I 
termed banditti. There are many of these people among the handfull of 
troops who are now with Sayed Saheb, and, notwithstanding the examples he 
has made of hanging up some by the feet, and cutting the ears and noses of 
others, he has not been able to restrain these vagabonds, who even came into 
one^ of the, bazars of Pondicherry, cut the people, and carried off with them 
grain and other effects.. 

Having lately received an account of the condition of this town, I per- 
ceived that the request which I made you was unnecessary, and that your in- 
currence and that of the Committee of Madras would prove ineffectual as no 
partial works will be of any avail till, the whole of the fortifications shall be 
completely rebuilt which cannot at present be undertaken. I now proceed to 
more essential points, My Lord, which concern the Erench troops midi mv 
comB^nd and the evacuation of Cuddalore, that I may be enabled to reinstate 
you in possession of it at the period specified in the 20th Article of the preh- 
mmary treaty or sooner if practicable. ^ 
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The bad season approaches, when the monsoon once set in, it will be very 
difiBcult if not impossible to evacuate Cuddalore for some time. I have therefore 
resolved to embark some ammunition, provisions, and stores together with a 
few guns and to land them at Pondicherry. 

I have considered your concurrence and that of the Committee to my first 
request as implicitly including that of having troops and stores for our defence, 
otherwise that concurrence would be illusive, as our stores at Cuddalore are at 
least secured by a wall, whereas at Pondicherry there is not even a ditch. The 
request which I now make to you to permit the French troops and our sick 
into the town or rather the village of Pondicherry, is placing in Your Lordship 
more coafidence than is dictated by policy, and cannot he considered in the 
light of a reinstatement, which cannot formally and legally take place, but shall 
likewise refrain from every act of authority. 

There is no part of this arrangement that can wound your interests, and 
the Committee of Madras in opposing it will evince but little desire to restore 
the harmony and confidence which peace has re-established between the two 
nations. I should censure myself for entertaining such a doubt and I may 
perhaps have anticipated an objection which might have wounded the delicacy 
of the Committee. 

Nevertheless I should offer some reasons in support of my request and 
shall therefore enter into a detail on this subject. 

On the persuasion that I should receive orders from my Court relative to 
the cessation of hostilities (concerted with the Court of London) I have 
hitherto been silent upon these important subjects. I now despair of receiv- 
ing those orders in sufficient time to execute them before the monsoon. I have 
in consequence the honor of submitting to you the following observations : — 

1st . — ^The French troops are encamped at Mangecopam, where they 
cannot remain during the rains ; it will be necessai*y therefore to canton them in 
the neighbouring villages, vie., Tripatore, &c., but for that purpose it will be re- 
quisite that they should be evacuated by the inhabitants who are on the point 
of being restored to your authority, and consequently complaints, reproaches, 
and everything to which such a disposition would fgive rise will ensue ; 
orders shall be given to prevent any excess, but, notwithstanding the best 
discipline that may be observed, many of the inhabitants will, there is reason to 
apprehend, be aggrieved, and, as I have before mentioned, those inhabitants are 
on the eve of being placed under your authority, to injure them would be 
therefore wounding your future interest. I could wish therefore to avoid 
being obliged to punish infringements or to be subject much against my will 
to see these inhabitants distressed. 

J9nd . — The hospitals which are at Mangecopam occupy a number of houses 
separated from each other. The service from that circumstance becomes the 
more difficult (I will not add the more expensive), but it shocks humanity not 
to be able to afford the sick the most particular accommodations and atten- 
tions. 

3rd . — The situation of Mangecopam is become unhealthy and from cir- 
custances will be rendered more so every day. 

4th . — My residence in the environs of Pondicherry and that of the ships in 
the road occasion the entrance and disembarkation of several soldiers and 
sailors in the town, and nothing prevents their desertion in a place open on all 
sides which is only guarded by a few peons armed with sticks whose province 
is to watch over the police and at whose head is placed the same Naynar that 
you left there. 

I have the honor therefore of proposing to Tour Lordship after these few 
observations that the French troops and our sick be permitted to move into 
Pondicherry, where they will be much less exposed to the inclemencies of the 
climate, residing upon a spot which in a short time will be restored to their 
nation, and where order and good discipline will be more easily maintained by 
their being together than if distributed in villages distant from each other. 

46 F. D. 
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Where the monsoon more distant I should be able to canton the troops 
in the environs, hut the huts and sheds which it would he necessary to erect 
would now he scarcely finished before the expiration of the monsoon. 

I beg leave to repeat that this measure cannot be considered as a re-in- 
statement of possession, as the French flag cannot be hoisted before a formal 
retrocession shall have taken place, but this advantage will result from this 
measure that Cuddalore will be more speedily evacuated than if the troops and 
sick had remained in that town or in its environs, and it would in that case be 
equally necessary for the inhabitants to quit Cuddalore. It appears to me more 
proper to keep only a trifling garrison there of a few Europeans and black 
troops, who will he ready to deliver up the town upon the first requisition either 
in consequence of orders received from Europe or of any arrangement upon 
which we may resolve. 

I would not have appointed a person to maintain good order in Pondi- 
cherry had any been nominated for that purpose by the Government of Madras. 
Your silence in this respect appeared to me to be the most direct acquiescence in 
the propriety of adopting every salutary measure tending to prevent disorders. 
The police, as I have before observed, is in other respects under the direction of 
the same Naynar whom you left at Pondicherry. I flatter myself. My Eord, that 
you will find this answer satisfactory from the motives which have till now 
actuated my conduct ; they are founded in the conviction that you conceive 
me to be as incapable of preferring ill-founded pretensions, as I am well con- 
vinced that the Government of Madras will be ready to forward arrangements 
which are beneficial to our nation without being prejudicial to the English in- 
terest. In fine, whatever may be your determination, I request you will com- 
municate it to me as soon as possible. 

I have the honour to be with regard and consideration, 

Maitgioopam, ”) BUSST. 

18th September 1783. } 


The following Minute having been received by tbe Secretary on the 38th instant at noon 
from Mb. Whelbr, Me. MacPheksost, and Mb. Stables, it was sent immediately by 
the Secretary to the Governor-General and the Minute in reply to it which is entered 
after it, having been received from the Governor-General in the evening, was imme- 
diately circulated to the other Members of the Board ; — 

The Governor-General in his Minute of the 16 th instant having declined 
proposing or joining in any orders that may be issued concerning the advices 
lately received from Oude, having likewise stated a necessity which may exist 
for authorising Mr. Bristow in the event of our support of him in the authority 
which he exercises to assume avowedly the Government of the Vizier’s 
country and to appoint agents and ofidcers of Government in the name of the 
Company, and having called upon us to adopt the instructions given to Mr. 
Bristow and call them those of the Board (disavowing them to be any longer 
those of the Governor-General) or to make out other instructions for the guid- 
ance of Mr. Bristow, we deem it necessary to take these respective subjects 
into our most serious consideration, and to consider maturely what measures 
are most likely, in the present distressed situation of the Company’s finances 
to recover the heavy balances due to them by the Vizier, and to secure the 
tranquillity of his dominions. 

As it is our most earnest wish that such measures should be adopted, and 
as we should think ourselves more fortunate in meeting any arrangement that 
may favor the public good and coincide with the Governor-General’s senti- 
ments, than to establish on the clearest ground of argument the force and 
justice of the opinion which we have already recorded relative to the affairs of 
Oude, we shall not recapitulate here what is already in reference to the Court 
of Directors ; we shall not dwell on those obligations which bind every 
member of the Government to adopt and support the resolutions of the majo- 
rity of its members, nor shall we even regret that the Vizier and Hyder Beg 
Cawn should ultimately prevail in effecting the removal of the Public Minister 
of this Government from Lucknow, if that removal can be productive of real 
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and immediate advantage to the Company and of more unanimity in our 
Council. 

Upon the same principles, "we hope if it shall he the mature and decided 
resolution of this Government to continue the present Resident at Lucknow, 
and give him the instructions and powers which the occasion renders necessary 
for the recovery of the Company’s balances, and the regular payment of their 
troops, that the Governor- General will not think of withdrawing the very 
essential support of bis name and authority from those measures, which the 
majority of the Board may think requisite for the maintenance of the Com- 
pany’s interests in Oude. To withhold that support would be in effect to 
render our utmost exertions of no public utility, for as it has been the 
custom to carry on all correspondence with the Vizier in the name and 
under the seal of the Governor- General, a deviation from this rule would not 
only invalidate the force of our representations, but leave ground for those 
evils which are to be removed. 

The object of appointing a Resident at the Vizier’s Court, as well as of the 
instructions which should be the guide of his conduct, must be principally 
directed to the payment of the Company’s claims upon the Vizier and the good 
order of his Government. 

Mr. Bristow appointed to this station by the Company, and furnished with 
the most ample powers and instructions, has not succeeded in recovering the 
Company’s balances, or in acting to the satisfaction of the native adminis- 
tration of the Vizier’s country. The Vizier and his Acting Minister have com- 
plained against him, and request not only his removal from Oude, but that the 
English Residency should be enthely withdrawn. Mr. Bristow has, on the 

• See Mr. Bristow’s letters of 13th May, 7tli June, OthcT hand, Stated the OppOSltiOUS * he haS 
6th June, 30th August, and 14th October. met with in Carrying through the measures 

which he understood to be recommended to him in his instructions, and he 
now * states in various representations that unless he is fully authorized and 
supported by this Government he cannot secure the necessary receipts of money 
and provisions for the absolute wants of the troops, which the Company have 
stationed for the protection of the Vizier’s country and to prevent evils, the 
See letter, 2nd December. most alarming to the public interest. 

The alternative, therefore, which the Governor- General has stated in his 
Minute of the 16th December presses for adoption in one way or other. In 
other words, this Government must effectually resolve to trust *^to the Vizier’s 
administration for the payment of the Company’s claims and the maintenance 
of their troops in his country, or the Resident must be ordered to exercise the 
powers of his ofiBce, to recover those assignments that have been granted on 
the Vizier’s revenues by making the aumils answerable to the Company for 
the debt. 

As we have approved of Mr. Bristow’s management hitherto, and as that 
approbation has been fully stated upon the Company’s records, and as we have 
fuidiher a high opinion of the merits and integrity of Mr. Cooper, nominated by 
the Company, to succeed Mr, Bristow, we cannot think ourselves justified in 
assenting to their removal at the request of the Vizier’s administration, if the 
object of that removal was merely a change of agent. On the contrary, the 
opposition of Ryder Beg Cawn to these gentlemen is, in our opinion, a convin- 
cing proof that they have not yielded to that influence which was the ground 
for removing the former Resident. If, therefore, it should be thought expe- 
dient to recall Mr. Bristow and Mr. Cooper from Oude, and make an experi- 
ment of Ryder Beg’s agency as proposed in his own and the Vizier’s letter 
received 7th April, we must explicitly declare, for such is our real opinion, that 
Mr. Bristow has our approbation for his exertions to discharge the duties of his 
station ; that in the event of the Residency being now withdrawn and after- 
wards restored from a failure on the part of the Vizier’s agents, we shall think 
Mr. Bristow entitled to succeed to the charge of the office and Mr. Cooper to 
the succession to it as ordered by the Company ; and that it will be proper that 
the Vizier and his Ministers should be informed in the letter to be delivered by 
Mr. Bristow of these several resolutions of the majority of the Board. 
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To bring the q^uestion at once to issue we think it expedient, in the pre- 
sent situation of affairs, to agree to the recall of Mr. Bristow from Oude with 
the preceding reserrations, and to -withdraw the Residency entirely according 
to the original request of the Vizier and his Acting Minister, provided the 
present balance due to the Company of * * * * lacs is paid into the Company’s 

treasury by bills on creditable bankers, payable half in one month, and the 
remaining half in two months from the date of Mr. Bristow’s surrender of his 
oflEce to the Vizier, and provided further that the current kists for the pay- 
ment of the brigade at Cawnpore and of Sir John Oumming’s detachment are 
paid regularly and monthly by the Minister to the Company’s Paymasters in 
Oude. 

We shall agree to this arrangement on the express condition that the 
Governor-General will hold himself responsible to the Company and the public 
for the faithf ull performance of these engagements on the part of the Vizier 
and his Minister, as well as for the security of the internal peace of the country, 
to maintain which and inforce these arrangements we shall give him our utmost 
support. 

Should the Governor- General think this responsibility more than he should 
undertake, and should he be of opinion that the contest between the Resident’s 
authority and that of the native administration in Oude has already created 
embarrassment too great for the success of his plan, he leaves no alternative but 
that of giving the orders of a divided administration to the present Resident to 
execute the . duties of his ofB.ce, and to consider his instructions from the 
Governor-General, which are already in his possession, as those of the Board, 
with any future explanations they may think it necessary to gite relative to 
some Articles of them. 

E. W. 

J. MacP. 

J. S. 


28tli December 1783. 

Q overnor- General. 

I have read with more than common attention the Minute signed by the 
other Members of the Board and delivered to me this morning. 

I sincerely regret the loss of time and of trouble which they have 
bestowed on the subjects of my Minutes recorded on the 16 th instant. No- 
thing was further from intention or expectation. Possibly my sentiments 
delivered verbally on the instant occasion which produced them were defective 
in precision : or possibly their direct meaning has been overlooked in too extensive 
a consideration of the subject. I had no other design or object than to warn 
the Board of the dangers which might attend the Company’s interests in the 
Government of Oude, and those of our own provinces in their relation to it, by 
the irregular and unauthorised power assumed by Mr. Bristow, their Resident, 
and by the indecision of the Board on the points referred to them, both by the 
Nabob Vizier and by the Resident himself. I stated to the Board that if it 
was determined to support Mr. Bristow’s pretensions, it was necessary to go 
further and authorize him to avow the power which he had assumed, and to 
exercise it in the Company’s name; and in that ease I desired that my instruc- 
tions might be withdrawn, and others framed by the Board for his guidance, that 
the responsibility might rest, as it ought, on them, for the system which had 
the sanction of their approbation against my judgment, and myself exonerated 
from it. I conceive that in this requisition I have insisted on nothing which 
is contrary^ to reason, or which can be denied me on any ground of reason. 
I have not in any wise disclaimed the “ obligations which bind every member 
of the Government to adopt and support the resolutions of the majority of its 
members ; ” neither have I said that I should “ withdraw the support of my 
name and authority from these measures which the majority of the Board may 
think requisite for the maintenance of the Company’s interest in Oude. ” I 
am sorry that these suppositions have been used in application to me, for I 
know not what rnay be the “ resolutions of the majority of the Members of 
the Board,” which may require me to acknowledge their obligation on me, nor 
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" the measures which the majority of the Board may think requisite for the 
maintenance of the Company’s interests in Oude. ” 


The Board has yet formed no resolutions, no measures. When they shall 
have formed them, I shall deem them bin^ng on me to give them all the 
support which my name and authority can give them, but with this reserva- 
tion, that if they shall be repugnant to my sense of the principles of honor, 
justice, and public faith, I shall deem the obligation void, and appeal to that 
power which imposed it for my acquittal ; knowing that no power upon earth 
can impose upon me the obligation of doing what is morally wrong ; and 
conceiving it to be a species of treason to apply it even in the most remote 
supposition to the high and most respectable authority to which I allude. 

As to the seal of the Governor-General or his special correspondence, 
surely these forms will not be required for the purpose of announcing to the 
Nabob Vizier the annihilation of his authority and the elevation of Mr. Bristow’s 
in its stead, if such shall be the final determination of the Board, an event 
which I am warranted by the terms of the Minute before me to suppose. There 
will be no need to tell the Nabob Vizier in form what will be visible to all the 
world, and what he, if he has feeling, will be the first to feel and know. 

Having thus explained the sentiments which I have before submitted to 
the Board, and disclaimed the constructions which have been applied to them, 
I must decline to take upon myself the responsibility which is stated to be 
reauired of me in the event of their consenting to remove Mr. Bristow and his 
assistant, Mr. Cooper. The Members of the Board have furnished me with the 
most powerful argument, both to refuse it and to justify the refusal by the 
blank space which they have been obliged to leave in place where the sum 
ought to be expressed, which was to specify the present balance due to the 
Company, and one object of my responsibility. This is not an inaccuracy ; for 
the Board know not the present balance which is due from the Nabob Vizier 
to the Company. It stood at the close of Mr. Bristow’s account of 31st Octo- 
ber at Rs. 51,25,184-11-2 ; so what amount it may have since accumulated, I 
cannot conjecture, for I have no materials ; but I believe it impossible for the 
Nabob Vizier “ to pay one-half even of this sum ” into the Campany’s treasury 
by bills on creditable bankers, payable in one month, and the remaining half 
in two more from the date of Mr. Bristow’s surrender of his office to the 
Vizier,” “ nor ” if the Nabob Vizier would engage to pay it, and I believed him 
capable of paying it, “ would I hold myself responsible to the Company and to the 
public for the faithful performance of such an engagement, ” because I do not 
think it consistent with truth or the regard which every man ought to pay to 
his own reputation to bind himself to the performance of acts which depend 
solely on the ability and will of another. 

It is not my desire that the other Members of the Board should make any 
concession to my opinions or wishes. They will act as they shall best judge 
from the superior consideration of the duty which they owe to the honor, 
credit, and interests of the Company. I only press them to decide, and am 
sorry that they should hold out to me so desperate an alternative as that which 
is too plainly indicated in the last paragraph of their Minute, namely, of 
requiring from me the pledge of a responsibility which I cannot grant, or of 
leaving the administration of Oude and the Company’s interests in it to a state 
of total indecision, by referring Mr. Bristow for his guidance to instructions 
which can have no longer any force, and which are in every article contradic- 
tory of the system which he has adopted and which the Board have hitherto 
supported rnd still manifest their resolution to support. 


Before I conclude I shall desire to solicit the recollection of the Board to 
the great length of time which has elapsed since I first laid before them the 
complaints of the Nabob Vizier, all tending to shew that Mr. Bristow’s acts 
and pretensions had thrown the Government and country of Oude into a state 
of weakness bordering on anarchy ; and Mr. Bristow himself in his representa- 
tions of the same subjects has insisted on the same conclusion, but has ascribed 
it to another cause. It is evident from Mr. Bristow’s last letters that the dis- 
orders of that State have been greatly augmented, and that the power which 
he has assumed though unresisted at the Court of the Nabob Vizier has pro- 

46 r. D. ^ ^ 
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duced only the spirit of contumacy, revolt, and embezzlement in its dependen- 
cies, independently of the public discredit which the English name has suffered 
by so long a subjection and oppression of the sovereign of the country in alli- 
ance with the Company. 

This state of affairs has now existed almost twelve months, and it is more 
than eight since the Board has been acquainted with it. The acknowledged 
event has demonstrated the danger of leaving it so long without the attempt 
at least to apply a remedy to it, and a short continuance of the same indecision 
may render it incurable. 

WABREN HASTINGS. 


Read the following Minute from Mr. Whelbr, Me. MacPheeson, and Me. Stables. 

By Mr. Bristow’s accounts of the Eucknow Treasury received yesterday, 
the balance due the beginning of this month was 53 lacs. We could not imagine 
nor suggest that the Governor- General should be answerable in his private 
fortune for so large a sum, or that his responsibility for the payment of it, or 
for the payment of the current kists, should extend further than those obliga- 
tions which constitute responsibility in a decided recommendation of any 
measure contrary to the general opinion of the majority of the Board ; such 
even as the Governor-General has expressed in the close of his Minute, 21st 
October, wherein he says (speaking of the security of bankers of known credit 
and responsibility tendered by the Vizier), " I maintain that toe ought to 
accept this offer’* 

The Governor- General is better acquainted, from his long residence in this 
country than we can be, with the validity of the bankers’ security thus offered 
by the Nabob Vizier and his Ministers. We wish that security or a better, if 
it could be obtained, to be lodged in the treasury, before we withdraw the 
Besidenoy, and we imagine that the declared proposition of restoring the 
Residency to the charge of Mr. Bristow and Mr. Cooper if the Vizier’s 
Ministers fail in their payments, would bind them to a more punctual perform- 
ance of their engagement. 

It will on all accounts be necessary to inform the Vizier and his Minister 
immediately that the Company’s troops in Oude must be paid their arrears, 
and supplied with provisions. We approve of the Vizier’s resolution of restor- 
ing the jaghirs, but the Company’s claims upon them should be first dis- 
charged (if such exist) so that they be restored without incumbrance, and the 
Resident should in our opinion be directed to concert with the Vizier the best 
means of discharging Gopal Boss’s debt which appears to be in some train of 
payment. He should be further directed to release the Aumil of Rohilcund 
after taking proper security for the arrears due by the said Aumil. 

These points and others relative to the situation of the Company’s in- 
terests in Oude we consider to demand the immediate orders of this Govern- 
ment, independent of the complaints against Mr. Bristow upon which we have 
already given our decision. 

therefore, the Governor-General will not take upon himself the respon- 
sibfiity which we have stated in our Minute of the 28th instant, and thus more 
clearly explamed relative to the balances due to the Company in Oude, the 
current kists, and the expedient of withdrawing the Residency, it only remains 
call upon his support to the orders which we have pointed out in this 
Minute as necessary to be carried into execution, or to direct the Secretary to 
inform Mr. Bristow of the resolution expressed in the close of our last Minute, 

that he is to consider the instructions he has already as those of the Board, 
and to a,ot under them in the discharge of his duty, informing the Government 
of the obstructions that impede him in the necessary exercise of it. 

E. W. 

J. MaoP. 

J. S. 
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The Governor-General delivers the following Minute;—. 

31st December 1873. 

I can have no objection to ebarge myself with the responsibility in the 
terms of the explanation given of it in the preceding Minute, that is to say, 
that the offer made by the Nabob Vizier and his Minister to give the security 
of bankers of known credit and responsibility for the payment of the balance 
due to the Company, and for the current demands of this year, be accepted, 
with the condition expressly annexed of the recall of Mr. Bristow and Mr. 
Cooper, and that I will consent to be specially answerable for the propriety of 
the measure. 

In making this declaration I rely upon the promise of support made to 
me by the Members of the Board in their former Minute, and I assent to the 
other conditions of the last. 

The state of the Nabob ‘Vizier*s dominions will render it necessary to leave 
the sums of the monthly payments and their ultimate period to future adjust- 
ments. I will use my utmost influence to prevail upon the Nabob to regulate 
them in the manner most favorable to the complete and speedy discharge of the 
Company’s debt, and as he has promised to abide by my recommendation 
in this business I have no doubt of effecting it. 

WARBEN HASTINGS. 


The Board resolve to withdraw the Residency from Lucknow and to confirm the Govern- 
or-GeneraPs acceptance of responsibility and charge of aflpairs there as expressed in 
his last Minute, that the offer made by the Nabob Vizier and his Minister to 

give the security of bankers of known credit and responsibility for the payment of 
the balance due to the Company, and for the current demands of this year, be accept- 
ed, with the condition annexed of the recall of Mr. Bristow and Mr. Cooper, the 
Governor-General consenting to be specially answerable for the propriety of the 
measure. 

Agreed that the following letter be written to Mr. Bristow 

Sir, — ^Though the Board have fully approved of your conduct since your 
late appointment to the ofB.ee of Resident at the Vizier’s Court, and though 
they have resolved in consequence to reserve to you your claim and right to 
the oflBce of Resident at Oude from the orders of the Hon’ble Company, should 
the office be deemed hereafter necessary, we have come to the determination of 
accepting the offers which the Nabob Vizier has made of paying his debt, and 
current kists to the Company on condition that the Residency should be with- 
drawn from his Court. 

To fulfil this condition on our part you will, on receipt of this letter, 
inform the Nabob Vizier and his Ministers that you and Mr. Cooper and the 
other gentlemen connected with the Residency are ready to withdraw from 
Xiucknow, having received orders of recall; but as the reservation made in favor 
of your claims to the office of Resident at Eucknow hereafter might, if 
announced at the Vizier’s Court, be an argument with his Ministers for some 
future objections, you will be pleased to take no notice of this circumstance, 
which we communicate only for your own satisfaction. 

We make no doubt but the Nabob Vizier and his Ministers will afford you 
every aid to settle the concerns of your Residency, and enable you to take your 
departure from Lucknow in the most amicable manner. The Governor- 
General will write to them upon this subject, and we trust that, on your part, 
you will endeavour to connect as much as possible the removal of your present 
station with good order on the Vizier’s affairs. You will deliver over the 
accounts and necessary papers of your office to Mr. Womb well, who returns to 
his station, and you and your assistants will return to Calcutta. You will sig- 
nify our orders to them accordingly. 

We are, &c. 

EORT WHiTilAM, ■) 

31st December 1783. ) 


Me. WoMHWEiiii being at present in Calcutta, ordered that he be directed 
to repair immediately to Lucknow and to receive charge from Mr. Bristow of 
the accounts and papers of the Resident’s office. 


46 P. D. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 20th January to 30th 

March 1784. 


Fort ‘William, the 20th January 1784. 

At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Oovernor-Oeneralj "President, 
Edward Wheler, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Mr. MacPherson, absent. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 81st ultimo. 


To THE Nabob Viziee. 

After a very full and mature consideration of the state of Tour High- 
ness’ country government, it has been resolved by myself and the gentle- 
men of this Council to accept of the offer some time since made by Tour 
Highness of the security of bankers of known credit and responsibility 
for the discharge of the balance due from you to the Company, and for the 
growing payments of the subsidy and other current expenses, on the condi- 
tion of the recall of Messrs. Bristow and Cowper and withdrawing the 
Company’s Besidency from your Court. Tou will of course see' the necessity 
of taking the most speedy means to obtain such security, and to deliver the 
same to Mr. Wombwell, who has orders to receive charge of all the papers 
of Mr. Bristow’s ofS.ce, and to remain for the purpose of keeping the accounts 
of payments made from your Sircar to the Company, and it is my request that 
Tour Highness will then, and not till then, give to Mr. Bristow leave in form 
to withdraw. He will accordingly depart and return to Calcutta ; and .signify 
our order to Mr. Cowper and the other assistants of his office to the same 
effect, “that they may also return to Calcutta. 

WAEBEN HASTINGS. 


Mr. MacPherson. — I approve of the Governor- General’s letter to the. 
Vizier, and I think a copy of it should be sent officially to Mr. Bristow, who 
will accordingly withdraw from Lucknow when Mr. Wombwell informs him 
that he has obtained the securities specified. Mr. Womb well’s appointment 
to the charge mentioned in the Goversnor-General’s letter to the Vizier should 
be confirmed to him besides his present appointment. A translation of the 
letter to the Vizier should be sent to the Court of Directors by this dispatch, 

I 

J. MacP. 

J. S. 


Agreed. 

E. W. 

The foregoing letter to the Vizier having been approved by the other 
Members of the Board was returned to the Governor-General, and the fair letter 
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having been, received by the Secretary from the G-overnor-General on the 
morning of the 6th instant, Mr. W^ombwell was immediately dispatched to 
Lucknow with the letters for the Nabob Vizier and Mr. Bristow. 


The Grovernor-Geaeral delivers in the following minute 

Govjbrnor-Genebai/. — It is with reluctance that I bring before the 
Board a subject of the greatest importance at a period not ostensibly re- 
quiring it, but the necessity of it has been long since foreseen, and not 
unnoticed in the verbal communications which I have had occasion to make 
to the Members of the Board. 

On the 28th of the last month, while the late arrangement of the concerns 
of this Government in the Province of Oude was under discussion, I received 
a letter from my Secretary, Major Palmer, at Lucknow, containing a very alarm- 
ing representation of the disordered state of that country, and urging the 
necessity of my repairing to Lucknow for the purpose of giving my personal 
and early assistance to the Nabob Vizier for their retrieval. 

Prom other letters, which have been since received from Lucknow upon the 
same subject, I understand that this was the expressed wish of the Nabob Vizier, 
his Minister, and all the pi'incipal persons of his family and court, and I have 
great I’eason to believe that as soon as the Nabob shall have received the notifi- 
cation lately transmitted to him of the last resolutions of the Board, he will 
declare the same wish in terms, and connect it with his acceptance of the 
engagement prescribed to him. 

It is neither consistent with my interest or ease to resign the ordinary 
transactions of my station, and by accepting the detail of a single and inferior 
department engaged in a scene of difiSoulties, some of which derive their origin 
from natural causes, and may be insurmountable by human exertions ; nor am 
I very anxious to hazard my, reputation on the success of so doubtful a service. 
Yet as the Board has been pleased to commit the affairs of that province in a 
special manner to my charge, and have given me the must positive assurances 
of their support to enable me to acquit myself of so weighty a responsibility, 
I conceive this to be a ease which will not allow of my attending to any 
personal suggestion. My services are at all times and in all cases primarily due 
to the most important and most urgent caHs of this Government. To the 
importance and mgency of the present exigency are added the obligation of 
a special trust and engagement, and the pledge of the most powerful aid for 
my encouragement. 

I therefore make this early tender of my services to proceed to Lucknow, 
whenever I shall receive an invitation from the Nabob Vizier to that effect, 
for the purpose of regulating the Company’s interests in that province, and 
affording the Nabob Vizier the like assistance for the regulation of his. 

My reasons for thus anticipating the call which I have supposed are 
many. 

I have ah’eady premised, which I now repeat in more forcible terms, that 
I am morally assured of receiving such a call from the Nabob Vizier ; and I 
make no scruple of affirming that I can implicitly rely on the deference which 
he has ever shewn to my advice, and on his confidence in my justice and good 
faith, for the most willing co-operation on his part in the measures which I 
shall recopimend for his service, and as prompt and ready a submission to the 
rights which I may exclusively assert on the behalf of the Company. 

The accumulating distresses of that country require preventive, no less than 
remedial applications. The administration of his Government requires the 
vigorous exertion of the powers of our own to restore and confirm the authority 
which has been loosened from it. His revenue requires the superintendency 
1050 



3 


of officers acknowledging their dependence on their constitutional master, and 
possessed of credit and characters equal to the responsibility. 

The balance of the Company’s debt, and its progressive growth, depend for 
their payment on the same provisions, and the liquidation of our own current 
and bonded debts, together with the credit of our treasury, equally depend on 
the early liquidation of that which is due to the Company from the Province 
of Oude. 

The dearth which has been already shewn itself in some severe 'effects will 
require the same co-operative aid to remedy so much of this calamity as may 
proceed from artificial grounded on natmral causes. 

The Sics, who have been for some time forming in large bodies, and 
have avowed their designs on the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, require 
early preparations to meet and repel them ; and I have cause to believe that the 
presence of the executive Member of this Government, supposed to possess 
the command of all its powers and resources, would contribute much to dis- 
courage the attempt, and supersede the necessity of more substantial oper- 
ations. 

Such are the objects of the proposed measure, and the necessity of its 
early execution is involved in the terms of each, nor is it possible to state them 
in others which shall exclude it. But to these I must add other considerations 
derived from my own situations. Pirst, a respect due to the constitutional 
rights of the individual members of the Board and something due to my 
own credit, which impel me to bring the question before the Board, while 
every member of it now present may have an opportunity of giving his opinion 
upon it, and’thereby also to guard myself against the imputation of seeking 
the advantage of carrying it by my own casting vote. Secondly, the desire 
which I have to possess the official assistance of -Mr. David Anderson, whose 
weak state of health, derived from a late dangerous illness, has induced him to 
resolve on a voyage to Europe for his recovery. On intimating to him the 
possibility of my being called upon this service, and the indispensable call 
which I should in this case have for his, he cheerfully agreed to yield it to me, 
and to suspend the engagement for his passage until the latest period requiring 
it, that he might be at Kberty to attend me. 

I should be sorry to seem to depreciate the merits of others by an ex- 
clusive preference shewn to one, for I know many of the Company’s servants 
who are equal to any trusts that may be reposed in them, many who in talents 
and integrity are entitled to receive the most public testimony of my esteem and 
approbation, -but I have been long in official habits with Mr. Anderson. I 
know him. His deposition and manner of thinking agree with my own, and in 
the peculiar line in which I should wish to employ him there is not another 
on whom I could so confidently rely. I do not think it reasonable to keep him 
longer in suspense, and on that consideration alone, were there no other, T 
would entreat the Board to bring this point to an instant decision. 

I repeat that I do not solicit the service which I have offered to undertake, 
but simply offer it with the most firm determination to hazard every interest 
that is dear to me in the prosecution of it, if it shall be the option of the 
•Board to assign it to me ; and I shall expect in that event to be invested with 
the full powers of my office, that is to say, such as I have had especially 
committed to me on similar occasions. 

If the Board shall not choose to accept of my offer, I shall rest contented 
with the complete discharge of my duty in having both made it and used my 
endeavours to render it effectual. 


WAEREN HASTINGS. 


Ordered, that the Secretary do furnish Mr. Wheler and Mr. Stables with 
copies of the Governor-General’s minute and that it. lie for consideration. 
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•Fort William, tlie 3rd February 1784. 

At a Gottncui, tresent : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General, President. 
Edwarb Whexer, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Mr. MaoPherson, absent from the Presidency for the benefit of 
his health. 

Eead and approved tlie Proceedings of the 20th ultimo. 


The following minutes from Me. Wheler and Me. Stables were received on the 23rd 
ultimo, and communicated to the Governor- General 

Mr. Stables. — I am sorry that I caimot accept of the Governor-General’s 
offer to proceed to Eueknow. In my opinion the executive member of Govern- 
ment ought to remain at the Presidency, and most particularly at this time 
when we are in daily expectation of receiving the news of new arrangements 
from home. 

The 31st January 1784. 


Mr. Wheler. — In giving my opinion on the very important question 
T.T rm. , ’ brought forward in the Governor-General’s 

Miinite from Mr. Wheler. • a j* at -a • 

minute of yesterday, it is necessary for me 
to mahe a reference to what has passed before upon the subject. 


On the 31st Eecember 1783 the Board resolved to withdraw the Besideney 
from Lucknow and to confirm the Governor-General’s acceptance of the respon- 
sibility and charge of affairs there as explained in the minute agreed to and 
delivered in by Mr. MacPherson, Mr. Stables, and myself on the same day. • 

Previous to the resolution the Governor-General represented the necessity 
which , he conceived there was for his repairing to Lucknow, for the purpose 
of accomplishing those plans which alone could place the Company’s concerns 
in the Nabob’s country in a more prosperous state. Against the acceptance of 
this many diffiioulties occurred, and in consequence it was after much delibera- 
tions mutually and unanimously agreed to decline the acceptance of the 
Govemor-Goneral’s tender of his personal services in the Nabob Vizier’s 
country, and this part of the proposal ended in conversation without being 
entered on our recorded debates ; however, in candour, I must acknowledge that 
no claim was preferred on the one hand to bring forward this question on a 
future day, nor, on the other, was any attempt made to preclude it should the 
measure hereafter appear more strongly necessary. 

But I flattered myself that in so short an interval as between the 31st. 
December and 20th January no motives more pressing or reasons more urgent 
than those which had already been brought in argument would have occurred 
to prompt the Governor-General to the revival of a question of such magnitude 
as that of his departure from the Presidency at a time when his services here 
are so essentially reqmred ; and I consider myself the more warranted in this 
hope because no advices can have arrived from Lucknow since the Nabob Vizier 
received the notification of the resolution of the Board to accept the offer made 
by himself and his Minister of giving the security of bankers of known credit 
and responsibility for the payment of the balance due to the Company and of the 
current demands of the year. It is true the Governor- General’s visit to Luck- 
now is said to be the expressed wish of the Nabob Vizier, his Minister, and all 
the principal persons of his family and Court, and that the same will probably 
be declared in terms, and be connected with the engagement prescribed to him ; 
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if suoli be the Nabob Vizier’s intention, a very short period of time will be 
sufficient to enable the Board to receive his requisition in form. 

Great merit is certainly due to the Governor-General for his zealous tender 
of his services on this occasion, which he says are at all times and in all cases 
primarily due to the most important and most urgent calls of this Government ; 
but in the present terms and circumstances of the question I must beg leave 
to decline anticipating the necessity which may arise of accepting them in the 
way they are offered. Bor I think the presence of the Governor-General at 
our Board should never be dispensed with but on the most pressing and most 
important occasions, and I repeat that I deem it at this particular juncture 
essentially requisite. 

" But should the Nabob Vizier in his letters to this Government press the 
assistance of the Governor-General’s abilities in forming new arrangements for 
the internal Government of his country, and the aid of his personal and official 
influence to carry them into execution, and should state it as a measure abso- 
lutely necessary to be adopted for the' regulation of his flnance and the speedy 
liquidation of his debt to the Company, connecting it also with his acceptance 
of the engagement prescribed to him ; and if the Governor- General shall be of 
opinion that his services can be more effectual and generally beneficial to the 
interests of the Company by their being employed in that country than in the 
arduous and important duties annexed to his station here, I shall not shrink 
from the additional weight of labor and responsibility which will in that case 
devolve on me, but shall think myself acting up to the spirit of the minute 
delivered in by Mr. MacPherson, Mr. Stables and myself in giving the Governor- 
General this opportunity of acquitting himself of the responsibility he is there- 
by charged with in the affairs of the Nabob of Oude. This opinion, I hope and 
trust, will meet with the concurrence of the other members of the Board, and 
I venture to express a confidence in their hearty co-operation with me during 
the Governor- General’s absence, in discharging the important duties which 
belong to our Government. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 17th Bebruary 1784. 

Tuesday. At a Counoil, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastin&s, Governor- General, President. 
Edward Wheeer, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Mr. MacPherson, absent from the Presidency for the benefit of 
his health. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the Srd instant. 


Whereas it has been resolved in Council, on the 31st of December 1783, to 
withdraw the Residency at Lucknow and to invest the Governor-General with 
special and separate charge of the Company’s affairs and interests in the 
dominions of the Nabob Assoph-ul-Dowlah on certain conditions therein 
expressed which have been since fulfilled. And whereas the Board have 
agreed, upon the invitation of the Nabob Vizier, and in a tender made by the 
Governor- General of his service in the acceptance thereof, that the Governor- 
General shall proceed to Lucknow for the purpose of assisting the Nabob 
Vizier in the' means of discharging his engagements to the Company, and 
the regulation of his Government ; it is hereby resolved that the Governor- 
General shall be, and is, invested with full power and authority to correct and 
adjust with the Nabob Vizier the means of discharging his engagements to the 
Company, of restoring and securing the peace, safety, and honor of his Gov- 
ernment, and of promoting the improvement of his revenues ; and to support the 
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Nabob Yizier witb tbe autbority of this Government in as full and ample a 
manner as we can empower him by any Act of Parliament of Great Britain, or 
by any of tbe orders of the Hon’ble Court of Directors, and to take all such 
measures as he, the Governor- General, shall think necessary for the accom- 
plishment of these ends, and for these purposes, it is hereby agreed and resolved 
that the Governor- General shall be and is invested with the full power and autho- 
rity of this Government (so far as we can legally delegate the same) over all the 
officers, civil and military, stationed or residing within the dominions of the 
Nabob Assoph-ul-Dowlah and the Province of Benares, but restricted in the 
exei’cise thereof, to the dominions of the Nabob Assoph-ul-Dowlah and the Pro- 
vince of Benares aforesaid and to the purposes above recited. 

Given in Port 'William under the seal of the Hon’ble Company and under 
the hands of the Governor- General and Council this day of the year of Our 
Lord 1784. ’ - 

To Me. John Wombwell, Lucknow. 

SiBj-r-The Governor-General intending to visit the' dominions of the Nabob 
Vizier, we therefore direct you to obey all such orders and instructions as he 
ma^ from this time think proper to issue to. you in his own name, and in all 
respects to consider his single authority as of the same force, until this order 
shall be revoked, as that of the Governor-General and Council collectively. 


Poet Wieliam, 

The February 1784 



We are, &c.. 


The same order to be written to Me. Willis at Parrakabad and to Me. Peanois Powkb at 

Benares. 


To Colonel Gilbbet Ieonsidb, Commanding tbe troops at Cawnpore. 

SiE, — The Governor- General intending to visit the dominions of the Nabob 
Vizier we therefore direct you to obey all such orders and instructions as he 
may from this time think proper to issue to you, and to the troops under your 
command, in his own name, and in all respects to consider his single authority 
as of the same force, until this order shall be revoked, as that of the Governor- 
General and Council collectively. 


Poet Wiexiam, 
The February 1784. 


} 


We are, &c., 


The same order to be written to Colonel Sie John Cummings, Commanding the detachment in 
Bohilkhund and to Libutenant-Colonbl Ahmutx, Commanding the detachment at Chunar. 


The G^veenoe-Geneeal. — To obviate any misconstructions of the con- 
hdence with which I have long since mentioned my expectations of the invitation 
which IS now arrived from the Nabob Vizier, I think it expedient to observe 
that, independently of my mtimate knowledge of the Nabob’s general wish 
upon this subject, his particular desire of a visit from me at this time and for the 
purposes of the actual occasion has been repeatedly signified to me in mv 
private letters from Lucknow, both from Major Palmer and others, long 
before I made the first tender of my services in accepting the invitation* ^ 

^ containing the notification of the resolution 

of the Board, passed on the 31st December, arrived at Lucknow, the Nabob 

ViziCT had (Quitted his capital and was on an excursion of pleasure at a distance 
ten imles from it. By a paper of intelligence .deUvered to me 
by his vakeel. Rajah Govmdram, and in the possession of the Secretary I am 
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informed that such was his impatience to return that he performed the journey 
in 7 pahars* or 21 hours in a palanqueen and arrived at liucknow on the 2nd 
instant without attendants. 

Por further proofs of the little ground which existed for the use of any 
indirect means to influence the Nabob in soliciting my presence and assistance, 
I refer the Board to the accompanying letters which I received the day before 
yesterday from Major Palmer and Mr, 'W'ombwell, neither intended most 
assuredly for public record, nor was it without hesitation that I was induced to 
insert that of Mr. Womb well. I could not deny myself the advantage of so 
strong a testimony both of the point in question, and the utter want of founda- 
tion for the assertion so often repeated by Mr. Bristow, that the Nabob was 
himself indifferent to the transactions which formed the multiplied complaints 
against the Besident, and that the whole were the fabrication of his Minister 
without the participation of his will or Inclination. 

WABBEN HASTINGS. 

Lucknow, ■) 

The 2nd February 1784. _) 


Mx DEA-E, SiBi, — The Vizier arrived here yesterday after travelling a con- 
siderable part of his journey by post. Mr. Wombwell and I paid our respects 
to him this morning. After perusing your letters presented to him by that 
gentleman he entered into discourse upon the different subjects of them, and 
gave the strongest and most unequivocal proof how deeply he was penetrated 
with a sense of your goodness, and the important benefits which you have 
obtained for him. He earnestly wishes to see you to make his grateful acknow- 
ledgements in person, to request your personal assistance in completing the 
generous work which you have begun, by establishing the mutual interests 
and reputation of both Governments upon the most solid foundations. To-morrow 
he will tell you so himself ; and if his writing is as expressive and as forcible 
as his speech and action, you will be convinced that there is no circumstance 
which would give him greater happiness than to see you at his capital, and to 
prove his gratitude by an implicit and cheerful acquiescence in whatever 
measures you may recommend. 

I am greatly concerned that the fine season for travelling will be nearly 
over before you can set out ; the absence of the Vizier has caused an unlucky 
delay. I thought your visit a point of too much delicacy and importance to 
be settled whilst he was at a distance, as it would have been impossible for 
me to have known his real sentiments upon it, and I was determined to decline 
the invitation if it should appear to be made only as a compliment. 

I request. Sir, that you will give me the information of your departure 
that nothing may be wanting either here or upon the road for your accom- 
modation. The Vizier has not yet intimated to Mr. Bristow his permission 
to depart, being desirous to avoid every appearance of impatience for his removal, 
and Mr. Bristow not having yet given in his accounts. 


I am, &c., 

W. PALMEB. 

Sir, — The Nabob arrived last night, and this morning I had the honour 
of presenting your letters to him. Major Palmer will acquaint you with the 
expressions of his gratitude — you were his friend — the brother of his father. 

They were not lost to me, for he acknowledged his obligations in tears. 
Permit me to offer my congratulations to you on this happy event. 

With the most sincere respect, I am, &o., 

Lucknow, > J. WOMBWELL. 

The 2nd February 1784. > 

* Patiar, p-ahiir, H. A division o£ times a watch or period o£ three hours or an eighth of the day and night, four 
to each, whence do^ahci>r% two watches, is either, mid-day or midnight,— Wilson's Glossary of Indian terma/^ 
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Me. Stables and Me. Whelee delivered in the following minute 

16th February 1784. 

Mb. Stjobiks. — I have already given my dissent to the Governor-General’s 
proceeding to Ijncknow, and I see no reason to alter it. 

With respect to the powers which the Governor- General claims and the 
orders he desires to be issued to the army and all the Civil Servants beyond 
the Provinces they are not only in my opinion illegal, but such as if lawful, 
no Government constituted as this is ought to grant to any individual how- 
ever respectable. 

Por these reasons, and for many others that might be enumerated, 
although I have every respect for the Governor- General, I feel myself in duty 
bound to protest against granting or affixing the seal of the Company to the 
proposed commission. 

J. STABLES. 

The 16th Tehruary 1784. 


Mb. Whelbb. — The Board having invested the Governor- General with 
a special and separate charge of the Company’s affairs and interests in the 
dominions of the Nabob Assoph-ul-Bowlah, and having agreed to the invitation of 
the Nabob Vizier ; and on a tender made by the Governor- General that he shall 
proceed to Lucknow for the purpose of assisting the Nabob Vizier in the means 
of discharging his engagements to the Company, and in the regulation of his 
Government, it is further necessary to furnish him with such powers as may 
enable him to accomplish those objects. 

Por this purpose it is requisite he should be armed with such authority 
as will enable him not only to concert and adjust with the Nabob Vizier the 
means of discharging his engagements to the Company, of restoring and 
securing the peace, safety, and order- of his Government, and of promoting the 
improvement of his revenue, but also to carry those means into effect by 
supporting the Nabob Vizier with the authority of this Government in as 
full and ample a manner as we can, empower him to exercise it by any Act of 
the Parliament of Great Britain now in being or by any of the orders of the 
Hon’ble Court of Directors, for without full powers to carry into execution 
such measures as the Governor- General may hereafter plan and agree upon, 
with the Nabob Assoph-ul-Dowlah, the purposes of his visiting that Prince’s 
country may be defeated, or the season for action lost whilst he is waiting 
for the section of the Board. 

It seems also absolutely necessary, for the same reasons, to invest the 
Governor- General “ with the full power and authority of this Government (as 
far as we can legally delegate the same) over all the officers, civile, and military, 
stationed or residing within the dominions of the Nabob Assoph-ul-Dowlah and 
the Province of Benares,” and when it is remembered that the troops in the 
Vizier’s country are stationed there for the purposes of protecting it, and of 
aiding and assisting him on all occasions when he shall apply for them, to 
reduce his subjects to the due obedience of his authority, and are paid out of 
the Vizier’s treasury, it will not seem that the placing them under the orders 
of the Governor- General as the means of carrying into effect the regulations 
in the internal government of his dominions, formed and adjusted with the 
Nabob Vizier 'himself, is any very extraordinary delegation of power. 

The importance of the arrangements to be made in the Government and 
finances of the Nabob Vizier, and the difficulties that may be expected to be 
enooimtered in enforcing them, are such as I should apprehend would justify 
the Board in delegating to the Governor- General, upon this occasion, as ample 
powers as' have ever been granted to any of their members on any former one, 
and when it is considered that the extensive powers given to Lord Olive by the 
instructions of the Select Committee of the 21st June 1766, and those given to 
Messrs. Cartier, Smith, and Bussel, by the instrqctions of the Select Committee 
of the 13th September 1768, were in the notice and contemplation of .the Par- 
liament at the time the Act was passed which constituted this Government 
upon its present footing and vested the whole civil and military government 

1062 



9 


of this Presidency in the Governor- General and Council, in like manner to all 
intents and purposes as the same had been exercised by the President and 
Council or Select Committee, I should conceive this Government possesses the 
right of delegating to the Governor- General upon the present occasion as full 
powers, as those which were granted to 1/ord Clive by the Select Committee 
in June 1765 or to Messrs. Cartier, Smith, and Russel in 1768. 

But the powers proposed to be granted to the Govern or- General by the 
instructions now before the Board being limited in their objects and confined 
in their operation to the dominions of the Nabob Vizier and the Province of 
Benares fall far short of those given to Lord Clive, who, in conjunction with 
General Camac, was empowered to stipulate such conditions with Shuja-ud- 
Dowlah, to form such connections with the country powers, and pursue such 
means as he should judge necessary to the Company’s interests, the public 
welfare, and the obtaining a safe, honorable, advantageous, and lasting peace. 

I am induced for these reasons to give my assent ,to the proposed draft of 
the powers and authority to be vested in the Governor-General by the Board. 


Resolved that the power and authority proposed to he given to the Governor-General be 

vested in him accordingly. 

The Governor-General has desired the Board to assemble this day for the 
purpose of receiving his final despatches, having been ordered to leave Calcutta 
for a change of air a few days before he begins his journey, to Lucknow as he 
has been much incommoded for some days past by a feverish indisposition, of 
which he still feels the effects, and he proposes, with the permission of the 
Board, to take his departure for that purpose this evening. He regrets the 
necessity of his absence from the Board, and most heartily wishes them success 
and for his own recommends himself to their support. 


Secret Dept., Bort William, the 24th Bebruary 1784. 

Tuesday. Ax A Cotjncix, xkesent : 

The Hon’ble Ed wake Wheder. 

John- Stabdes, Esq. 

The Governor-General, absent on a visit to the dominions of the 
Nabob Vizier. 

Mr. MaoPherson, absent from the JPresidenoy for the benefit of 
his health. 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the 18th instant. 

Read the following letter from Mb. Bkistow : — 

Gentlemen,— I have the honour to acquaint you that I this day received 
my audience of leave from His Highness the Nabob Vizier. 

To anticipate calamity is an in-vidiously irksome task, yet before I retire 
from the Court of Oude I am strongly called upon by duty, and perhaps 
not ill-qualified by experience to suggest to the Hon’ble Board the probable 
consequences of my removal. It is the last important obligation of the trust 
reposed in me, and I shall acquit myself of it -with fidelity. 

Much as I lament the unprosperous issue of an enterprize which in its 
success would have been so honourable to me, my sensibility of it is unmixed 
with any painful consciousness. I have done my duty, and your applause, 
gentlemen, as it is the best testimony, is also the best reward of my laborious 
endeavours in the public service'. 

Appointed to the arduous work of reformation, I found in Hyder Beg Cawn 
an antagonist of irresistible strength, over whom it was impossible I should 
simply prevail, who in the extensive influence derived from his wealth, in the 
universal -terror inspired by his authority, in the slavish subserviency and more 
than puerile weakness of the Prince his master, possessed a power of resistance 
which I long since foresaw, and long since foretold, would render equally vain 
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the continued exercise of' all my firmness and eyery caution of my under- 
standing. 

To restore the Sovereign to his dignity, to curb the ambition of his Minister, 
to correct the disorders and abuses of his Government, were the salutary and 
important objects of my designation at the Court of Oude. Their accomplish- 
ment would have established the English infiuenoe ov^ these once rich and 
flourishing provinces on a basis of more stability than any we had yet owned — 
an interest in the hearts of the people acquired and confirmed through the 
blessings they derived from us. 

The triumphant opposition of Hyder Beg Cawn has defeated a purpose so 
full of wisdom and humanity; but the attempt, I am well assured, has left an 
indelible impression of fear and hatred upon his mind ; delivered at last from 
the hateful presence of your representative and invested with the virtual 
sovereignty of the Vizier’s dominions, all the activity, all the malevolence 
of his heart and understanding will be called forth and exerted to confirm his 
independence and to gratify his revenge. 

In the uniform experience of years, in the consistent iniquity and mis- 
management of the Minister, we find an elaborate instruction directing us with 
unerring certainty to the future fate of Oude and of our friends. 

It is most foreign from my intention to arraign the wisdom or to dispute 
the decrees of Government ; but I obey the dictates of truth and duty in de- 
claring that I cannot imagine a conjuncture of more imminent and apparent 
danger to the interests of my employers, or to the honom’ of my country. 
The first l consider as inseparably connected with the prosperity of Oude ; 
the last will receive a mortal wound, should those be abandoned by us who in 
their services and attachment have a sacred claim to our protection. Erom the 
exercise of despotic authority by such a character as the Minister, what is 
indeed to be hoped but the most ruinous abuse of it ? Erom a reliance on the 
clemency of Hyder Beg Cawn, what milder doom than death or confiscation ? 
Suffer me, gentlemen, in affirmance of the melancholy propriety of these re- 
flections to refer to your own opinions — to your ou^n expressive language. I 
transwrite them from the instructions I received through the Hon’ble the 
Governor-General shortly after my appointment ; delineating the former conduct 
of the Minister with a truth and precision that will not be disputed, they 
furnish the most undesirable evidence of the peril of confiding in him, and 
render an appeal to any other testimony equally superfluous and impertinent. 
I shall therefore pass in silence over a thousand superadded examples, all 
strongly characteristic of the principles and policy of Hyder Beg Cawn, which 
have recurred during the interval that has since elapsed, and which like those 
I am now about to lay before you constitute a perpetual record of his contempt 
for your authority, of his insolence, ambition, and rapacity. 

“ Immediately on your arrival sound the disposition of Hyder Beg Cawn ; 
his conduct has for some time past been highly reproachable ; till within these 
three months when Mr. Johnson assumed a large portion of his authority, he 
possessed without control both the unparticipated and entire administration ; 
with all the powers annexed to that Government; the Nabob himself being, as 
he ever must be, in the hands of some person, a mere cypher in his, and the 
sanction by which he exercised his authority, yet he has dared both to use the 
NaboVs name and even his seal affixed to letters, either dictated to the Nabob 
or written from him without his knowledge, containing very improper demands 
on our Government, and such as evidently tended to promote Hyder Beg’s 
influence and interest, and even to make him assume a very unbecoming tone 
of refusal, reproach, and resentment, in opposition to measures recommended 
by me, and even to acts done by my authority, in literal conformity to the 
Nabob’s own and earnest solicitations, such as the resumption of the jaghirs 
and the^ seizure of his father’s treasure which had been so long suffered to 
remain in the hands of the Begum, his mother, and the other conditions of 
the engagement exacted from me at Ohunar ; on every occasion of this kind 
the late Hesident has been the faithful echo and support of the Minister’s 
pretension. ^ I must, therefore, have recourse to you for the introduction of a 
new system in that Government.” Again — " It may be advisable to try him 
(the Mimster) by^ the mode of conciliation in your first conversation with 
him, at the same time that it will be necessary to declare to him in the plainest 
10G4 



11 


terms the footing and conditions on which he -shall he permitted to retain his 
place, with the alternative of dismission and a scrutiny into his past conduct 
if he. refuses it. In the first place I will not receive from the Nabob as his, 
letters dictated by the spirit of opposition, but shall consider every such 
attempt as the Minister’s as an insult on our Government. In the second 
place I shall expect that nothing is done in his official character but .with your 
knowledge and participation.” Again, speaking of Almass Ally Cawn : *' It is 
very extraordinary that his defection, his retreat to the frontier, the subse- 
quent negociations which passed between him and the Nabob, the engagements 
concluded between them, which resemble more a treaty between equal States 
than a transaction between a sovereign and his vassal, have all passed without 
the least communication or report of them made to me by the Hesident or his 
Assistant, or the Minister ; and in a letter which I have lately received from 
the Nabob, the Minister has had the presumption to make the Nabob declare 
the whole to be false and without foundation, and to affirm that every part 
of his dominions enjoyed the most pei'feet peace and tranquillity ; upon this 
subject the behaviour of the Minister is so reprehensible that I think it incum- 
bent upon me to let him know my sentiments of it. It will at least shew him 
how thin the veil is by which he covers bis own acts, and- that such artifices 
wall only tend to make them the more criminal from the falsehood and 
duphcity with which they are associated. As for Almass Ally Oawn himself, 
the policy which has been observed towards him has been scandalously dero- 
gatory from the Nabob’s dignity and interest, and hurtful to the representa- 
tive of our Government, so far as it is connected, or the world will think it 
connected with it.*’ • Lastly — “the Nabob has repeatedly and bitterly com- 
plained of the indignity which he suffers in his authority by the usurpation 
of the Company’s Resident, and has repeatedly demanded, that whenever the 
Company’s balance shall he completely discharged, and he may be freed from 
this vexation, that he may be permitted to pay the subsidy in ready money, and 
that the assignments which have been granted to satisfy that demand may be 
restored to him. I confess that I did myself give encouragement to this pro- 
position, knowing at the same time the quarter from whence it came, I mean 
from Hyder Beg Cawn, and willing to exonerate this Government from the 
trouble and responsibility, and the Company from the disgrace of whatever 
might attend the administration of the Nabob’s Government, I thought, too, 
that it presented a sure prospect of the regular payment of the current demands 
by the penalty which would attend the failure in the resumption of the former 
system of assignments, and in the personal claims which it would bring on the 
Minister. But his misconduct has since manifested itself in so many parti- 
cular instances, besides the universal disorder of the country, and this is so 
alarming in its effects to our own Government, that I shall hesitate until I 
have the surest and most satisfactory grounds to recommend an acquiescence in 
such a measure. At present the plea on which it is grounded is probably yet 
at some distance, for, -while I am -writing these instructions, fresh circumstances 
occur to my knowledge which make me much suspect the real payment of the 
sums brought to the Nabob’s credit for. the last year’s balance. It may not, 
however, be amiss to -talk -with the Minister on this subject, "to let him know 
that it is well understood to be a demand for substituting his authority in the 
place, of the Company’s, and to invest him with the sovereignty of the Nabob’s 
dominions, to ask him whether he shall, in such ease, expect the Company’s 
protection, and if he does, by what claim of right, and whether, in the event of 
involving our Government in a new scene of hostilities by those which his 
maladministration may produce, whether internally or by invasion, in that 
country, he shall think himself in justice exempt from the personal Vengeance 
which we may be disposed to exact from him. At all events the proposition 
must be discouraged till a safer season for its acceptapce, but the absolute 
rejection of it eleded with the Nabob, if he shall himself renew it.” 

I have the honour, &c., 

J. BRISTOW. 

Ltjcknow, 

The 8th February 1784, } 
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Secret Dept., I’ort William, the 23rd March 1784. 

Tuesday, a. Oottnoxl, present ; 

The Hon’beb Edward Wheder, 

John Macphbrson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

The Goternor-General, absent on a visit to the Nabob Vizier. 


Eead and approved the Proceeding's of the 18th instant. 

Read the following letter from the Governor-General : — 

Gentlemen, — I opened and forwarded from Buxar the day before yester- 
day a letter from the President and Select Committee at Bombay, dated the 
28th January, which I am desirous of associating with the observations which 
struck me while I read it, but the want of leisure from the frequent interrup- 
tions of civilities to which I am compelled to yield much of my time, and the 
dissipation unavoidable in a state of continued motion prevented me. I now 
beg leave to offer my sentiments upon it, hoping that if they shall agree with 
yours, they may arrive in time to be transmitted with whatever you may think 
proper to add to the Court of Directors by the last despatches. Indeed, some- 
thing is necessary to guard against or to efface the impression which such 
representations as are contained in that letter, and which the same disposition 
of mind will no doubt have dictated in their letters to the Court of Directors, 
may make on the minds of the Company. 

We are reproached by the Presidency of Bombay in very harsh terms with 
a total inattention to their commercial interests and the safety of their allies, in 
the powers and instructions which we have given to the Presidency of Port St. 
George, and with having “ treated them with a pointed neglect in almost all 
matters wherein their dearest interests have been concerned.” Nay it is imputed 
to us as a criminal omission that we did not enjoin them to assist the Commis- 
sioners of Fort St. George with their advice and instructions, as if they them- 
selves were unable to act from the dictates of their own duty or required the 
spur of our instigation to awaken them to a sense of their own interests. 

I am sorry that I cannot revert to the instructions which were given to 
the Presidency of Fort St. George, nor recollect the precise date on which they 
were written. This I know that they contained nothing which forbade them from 
including the commercial interests or political relations of Bombay in their 
negooiations ; and if I recollect it was made a part of the instructions given by 
the Select Committee of Fort St. George to their Commissioner to correspond 
with the Presidency of Bombay for that purpose. We were not in possession of 
materials for directing a negociation of this kind, for we know not, nor had the 
Presidency of Bombay ever intimated to us, what were the precise objects or 
provisions which they were desirous of including in the treaty with Tip poo 
Siiltan, nor the claims or even the names of their allies for whose safety they 
were desirous of our becoming guarantees in it. But however anxious they 
may have been for the attainment of the former, I presume that with the 
fullest knowledge of it our Board would not have deemed itself warranted to 
embarrass the negooiations with the absolute assertion of such claims, all our 
pretensions and expectations having been bounded as they certainly ought to 
be by the 9th Article of the Treaty of Salbai, so that we referred the Presidency 
of Fort St. George for the ultimate extent of our demands, allowing them the 
exercise of their own discretion for obtaining such additional advantages as the 
situation of affairs might throw in their way without a hazard of defeating 
the pacification, and with a positive injunction to ’ yield nothing to which we 
have reserved a positive right in the Mahratta treaty. 

If I have erred in this recapitulation your records will enable you to state 
it with more accuracy, but I am clear that I am materially right. Were I to 
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speak my private opinion of the general effect of multiplied establishments of 
trade and especially of such as are proprietary, I might hazard an opposition of 
popular prejudices and opinions sanctified by long and common usage. But 
I believe I may with safety appeal to the accounts in the Company’s own 
possession, as I am sure I can to the judgement of the merchants of India, for 
the little utility of which our late property in the Town and District of Broach 
has proved to the Company’s investment, or the freedom of trade in that articles 
of which it was the great mart in India. 

But whatever may be the importance of this subject our instructions left 
the Commissioners in as full a liberty to receive the application of the Presi- 
dency of Bombay, and that Presidency in the same possession of the means of 
making and enforcing their requisitions regarding it, as we could have done by 
specific and immediate injunctions from ourselves, and the same may be affirmed 
of the protection due to their Malabar allies. 

Another article of reproach is marked with something too like the spirit of 
ingratitude, as it is most notoriously unj ust ; they state the magnitude of their 
bonded debt, and the eno rmity of their military charges as ready to oppress 
them with their weight unless they are speedily relieved from Bengal ; they com- 
plain of our withholding the supplies so necessary to their existence, notwith- 
standing their avowed ability to load three ships this year with an investment 
for England, and they summon us to declare whether we will, or will not, assist 
them, that they may not be kept longer in suspense, but provide accordingly 
if , the state which they have given us of their distresses is " insufficient to influ-, 
ence” our determination in their favour, or we are either unable or unwilling 
to assist them beyond the supplies we have promised to afford them. 

May r request, gentlemen, that you will be pleased to transmit to the Court 
of Directors, by the present despatch if it be not too late, an account of all the 
remittances which have been made to Bombay annually since the commence- 
ment of the war to the present period. Such an account has been always sent 
home except that of the present year, yet it will be better to repeat it than trust 
to a reference, and it will be a complete refutation of the charge of that Presi- 
dency against us on this account ; instead of making it the ground of a formal 
complaint that our supplies are less liberal than they were, it ought to be a 
matter of surprize that the sources which yielded them, and which have flowed 
at the same time in larger streams to Fort St. George have not been long since 
wholly exhausted. Could the spirit of Lord Clive re-visit Bengal and be told 
what exertions it had made for the assistance and protection of the other Presi- 
dencies, without abating of its exports to Great Britain, he would find his 
knowledge enlarged, as it was unequal to the reception of a position so incom- 
patible with the state in which he left the revenue of these Provinces and the 
Treasury of Calcutta, and he would pronounce the fact in defiance of our 
records impossible. 

I cannot at this distance offer an opinion of the extent to which we may 
be able to furnish Bombay with money during the present season, but to a large 
extent I am morally certain that we cannot without infinite distress to our 
own Government, and a degree of great danger through the failure, not of 
credit, but of specie. Since they have demanded a peremptory declaration to 
f.’hi.ti effect I see no cause why it should be withheld from them. To what can be 
spared from our own necessities they have certainly the first claim, and some- 
thing even beyond our own wants if the war "with Tippoo is renewed. 

I read with much concern a proposal deliberately made and early trans- 
mitted to the Court of Directors for maintaining a large military establishment 
in Bombay at the perpetual charge of the Provinces of Bengal, for the purpose 
of being at all times prepared for offensive wars ; and the vicinity of the Mahratta 
territory, and the short distance of its capital, are alleged as the principal ground 
of the proposal. In my judgment there are better grounds for rejecting it, and 
confining the views of that Presidency to a permanent state of peace by a 
restriction of their military strength to such a degree of it as should disable 
them to break the peace, rather than by a ready provision for war to furnish 
the temptation to it on one hand, and provoke it on the other by the apprehen- 
sion of it. 
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I trust that the wisdom of the Hon’ble Company will at once see the 
danger and had policy of such a design which, were it practicable as it is not, 
would be as wicked and unnatural an abuse of the power which God has given 
us oyer the inhabitants of Bengal, who are at least entitled to so much of our 
protection, as to assure to them the natural benefits of their own patrimony 
where the .plea of necessity cannot be urged to depriving them of it, as it 
would be surely weak in the members of this Government to countenance a 
project which in the very attempt would draw ruin on the first interests of the 
Company, which are those of their own charge, and on their reputations from 
the same conseq[uences, for the sake of empowering a dependent member of the 
general state to go to war whenever the caprice, ambition, or worse passions of 
its eventual rulers should prefer it to the duration of that peace, which has 
been so reiteratedly enjoined by the first powers of our sovereign state and 
which we have with so much solicitude and difficulty obtained. I hope I shall 
not be suspected of glancing by this reflection on the present rulers of that 
Government, Nothing is further from my thoughts, and I detest insinuation. 
I mean only to draw a conclusion from a system of permanent duration and 
from the expressed principle of its construction. The application involves a 
period indefinitely remote and every successive change by which men of various 
characters may be introduced into the Administration, and the consequence 
which I have drawn is in that sense inevitable. 

I am heartily sorry for the occasion which has compelled me to make these 
observations, and the more so as it has arisen at a period in which the reverse 
might have been expected from the character of the gentleman who has 
recently succeeded to the first seat in the Govexnment of Bombay, and to whose 
zealous assistance in the course of the late war this Government has been 
greatly indebted and has acknowledged its obligations. 

Strange is the fatality which has attended all the operations of this Gov- 
ernment, for they have been all invariably directed during an uninterrupted 
period of six years to the service and even the salvation of the other Presiden- 
cies without any interest of its own concerned in the event of them, and all 
their return has been opposition, complaint, reproach, insult, and invective. You, 
gentlemen, will know how to separate these terms and apply them to their proper 
relatives. 


Zekaneea, 

The 10th March 1784. 


I have the honour to be, &e., 
WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 13th April to 30th June 

1784. 


Secret Dept., Fort "William, the 13th April 1784. 

Tuesday. At a. Covnctl, pbesent : 

The Hon’beb Edwaed Wheler, 

John MacPherson, Esq. 

The Hon’ble the Governoh-Genehae, absent on a visit to the 
Nabob Vizier. 

John Stables, Esq., indisposed. 

Read and approved the Proceeding's of the Sfllh ultimo. 


Read the foUowing letter from the Right Hon^ble the President and Select Committee of Fort 

St. George, enclosing a copy of the treaty of peace which was signed and interchanged 

between their Commissioners and Tippoo Sultan on the 11th of last month. 

Fort St. George, 27th March 1784. 

Gentlemen, — We have had the honour to receive your several letters, the 
last of -which is of the 4th instant, -with several enclosures, to the former of 
•w^hich we shall reply hereafter. At present we shall only speak of the more 
pressing business before us. 

We have the pleasure to send you here-with a copy of the treaty * of peace 
which was signed and interchanged between our Commissioners and Tippoo 
Sultan on the 11th instant. We shall not attempt to bespeak your appro- 
bation of this treaty by detailing the events of the war, the difficxdties and 
expenses which have attended its progress, the comparative situation of the 
parties at the time of its conclusion, and the particular embarrassment attend- 
ing the negotiation. As you are fully acq-uainted with most of these circum- 
stances, we shall submit the articles of the peace -without any comment from 
oiu’selves to your candid consideration and judgment. 

You will observe by the 10th Article it is agreed that the treaty shall be 
signed and sealed by the English Commissioners and a copy of it shall after- 
wards be signed and sealed by the President and Select Committee of Fort St. 
George and returned to the Nabob Tippoo Sultan Behadre in one month or 
sooner if possible, and the same shall be acknowledged under the hands and 
seals of the Governor-General and Council of Bengal and the Governor and 
Select Committee of Bombay as binding upon all the Governments in India, 
and copies of the treaty so acknowledged shall be sent to the said Nabob in 
three months or sooner if possible. 

We request that you -will be pleased to send, us a copy of the treaty 
acknowledged by you in the manner specified in the 10th Article, and that you 
will also write to the gentlemen of Bombay desiring them to perform what 
is required of that presidency by the same article ; we are anxious to obtain 
these acknowledgements so that they may be sent to Tippoo within the time 
limi-ted by the treaty. We are indeed sensible that such forms are superfluous, 
but as Tippoo, notwiths-tanding the explanations that have been given him, is 
not suflBLciently apprized of the constitution of the 'different presidencies, and 
seems not to understand how the whole can be bound by the act of one, we 
trust that the mode he has stipulated for the certification of the treaty will 
meet with no objection or difficTilty. 

Fort St. George, We have the honor, &c., 

27th March 1784. j (Signed) President and Council. 

* This Treaty will be found in the revised edition of AitehUon’s Treaties, Vol. V, page 263. 
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-p,S . — Since writing tlie above we bave received advice that Messrs. 
Staunton and Huddleston had embarked on board the Morning Star at Mangalore 
to proceed in her hither. Mr. Sadlier and the detachment returned by land and 
escort the prisoners. 


Bead the following letter and its enclosures from the Hon^ble the Governor-General. 

To Edward Whblbe, Esq., Council, &c.. Fort William, dated I5th March. 

Gentlemen, — 'H erewith I have the honor of transmitting to you the 
report which Mr. Turner has delivered to me of his embassy to Thibet, which 
will explain to you the steps which he has already taken to procure a licence 
from the Hegent in that part of the country which is subject to the Teesho 
Lama for the natives of Bengal to transport their goods thither, and establish 
an intercourse of trade. 

When I have more leisure I shall detail my sentiments at large upon this 
subject and the future benefits which may reasonably be expected from the 
proposed plan ; in the mean time I refer you to the report itself, from the 
perusal of which I hope you will derive as much pleasure as it has afforded me. 

Benakes, ■) I have the honor, &c., 

15th March 1784. J WARBEN HASTINGS. 


Mr. Turner^s narrative, enclosed in the Governor-GeneraFs letter of 15th March. 

Hon’bIiE Sib., — Being returned from the service on which you were pleased 
to direct me to proceed, I take the earliest opportunity of communicating the 
progress and result of my commission, in hope my conduct will be judged with 
the indulgence due to a limited experience, and the novelty of the regions I 
was commanded to visit. 

I will not presume to engage your time by a treatise on the ancient state 
of Thibet, or as unimportant a detail of the peculiar manners and customs of 
the people, but beg leave to follow my predecessor in enumerating such events 
as have happened subsequent to his return to Bengal, and which seem con- 
nected with or in their nature calculated to affect your designs in this quarter. 

At the time of Mr. Bogle’s deputation Thibet was in a state of perfect 
tranquility, Teesho Lama exercising the functions of his office, respected and 
obeyed through all the region of Tartary, nor was his influence bounded but by 
the limits of the extensive empire of China. The Tartars who live in tents, the 
natives of Edlmaak and of Kumbaak, continually resorted in multitudes to 
pay their adoration at his shrine. Even Taranauh and Eelai Lama held him in 
so great deference and respect that their votaries looked up to him as the 
head and protector of their faith. 

The sanctity of his character and the wisdom of his administration so 
far diffused his reputation and exalted his name that the Emperor of China, 
anxious to see so renowned a personage, repeatedly solicited him to make a visit 
to his Court. ^ The Lama would have excused himself but he cotdd not evade 
the importunity of the Emperor, who had made the most magnificent prepara- 
tions for his journey and reception. He accordingly set out and (from the 
testimony of all his people) with extreme reluctance, but he arrived in safety 
in China, was received with the highest respect, and even the Emperor biTnacIf 
advanced from his capital to meet him. 

During his residence at the Emperor’s Court, both his brother, the Raja 
who was with him, and Soopoon Choomboo, his favorite and cup-bearer, assure 
me that he was not unmindful of his connection with the Government of Ben- 
gal, but took several occasions of representing in the strongest terms particularly 
the amity subsisting between the Governor-General and him, and that bis con- 
versations had even influenced the Emperor to resolve upon commencing, 
through the Lama’s mediation, a correspondence with his friend ; and such was 
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the confidence and esteem which the Emperor manifested for Teesho Eama that 
he promised a full compliance with whatever he should ask, yet in this instance 
the Emperor’s liberality did not exceed the Eama’s humility of heart, for he 
preferred no great demand, and even declined the acceptance of an addition 
to his territory, reserving alone the req[uisition that the Emperor would 
cause the administration of the different governments, as had been anciently 
the custom of Thibet, to be restored to the Lamas ; that they might be invested 
with all the powers which in their respective stations they had severally enjoyed ; 
and particularly that he himself might be at liberty to grant admission into 
Thibet to whom he chose, to which the Emperor consented, and to the end 
that his authority might be complete caused his own seal to be delivered to Teesho 
Lama, and steps were taken for the recall of the Raja appointed by the Court 
of China to reside at Lhassa. 

The honors and distinction paid to Teesho Lama in China raised the 
wonder and admiration of all ranks of people, and it is said the jealousy of 
some. At this interval it happened that in the plenitude of his influence and 
power he was seized suddenly with a violent disorder which after three days 
terminated in his death. 

I will not enlarge on the accession to the respect paid to his character that 
would have been derived from the honors done him in China, and the homage paid 
him by the inhabitants of the countries he passed through had he returned in 
safety to Thibet, but beg leave to observe that the accident which prevented the 
deputation proposed of Mr. Bogle, and the untimely end of Teesho Lama, were 
events almost equal to annul all former endeavours to effect an intercourse, and to 
occasion a revival in the minds of the Thibetans, naturally averse to innovation, of 
their distrust, and an interruption of the growing confidence with which they 
had been so successfully inspired. Xet in some measure to compensate for 
these losses the death of Gesub Kimbochay opened a new prospect of the pro- 
bability of obtaining the communication aimed at, for he was a violent enemy 
to an intercourse with the English, and of an active, turbulent disposition, but 
the expectations formed from this event were defeated by his successor, who 
took his place with equal prejudices, and studying the disposition of the people 
has had a view to establish himself by a conformity in his conduct to popular 
prejudices, knowing that the time of his authority is limited and rmcertain. 
Add to which he has conceived a great degree of jealousy and animosity 
against the Government of Teesho Loomboo in consequence of Teesho Lama’s 
negoeiations in China, through which he was well nigh being displaced from 
his power. Mindful of these transactions he neglects no occasion that offers of 
thwarting the designs of this Government. 

Since the subjection of Thibet to the Chinese yoke, the influence of the 
Lamas, who were once supreme, has been much weakened by the appointment of 
an ofScer to reside at Lhassa, the capital of the kingdom, who is invested with 
thft government and superior control over the country. The cause which 
first suggested the expediency of placing such a check over the Lamas exists 
no more. The present Emperor, a votary of their faith and naturally jealous 
of their dignity, seems persuaded of this truth in the conviction of their attach- 
ment to his person and acknowledgement of the supremacy of the Chinese 
Government. 

The negotiations of the Teesho Lama confirm this opinion, who obtained 
a promise from the Emperor to withdraw the officer of his appointment from 
Lhassa, and to commit the government of the country to the managehient 
of tbe Lamas.. Orders were consequently issued for the recall of Nimoheim, who 
succeeded Gesub Kimbochay, but the decease of Teesho Lama occasioned 
their suspension. However, as the term of Raja Nimoheim is to cease soon after 
Teesho Lama is seated on the musnud, it is then expected that the renewal of 
his application to the Emperor will be followed by the complete performance 
of the promises made to him in China, and that Delai Liama and himself will 
be invested accordingly with the uncontrolled rule of the country, and that 
the influence of these religious pontiffs will rise to its former splendour and 
importance. 

I wiU not venture to advance surmises on the probability of the Emperor’s 
consenting to a point so important as this in view, but perhaps I shall be 
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excused in repeating the opinion of those more competent to judge of the 
Emperor’s disposition from the circumstance of having resided a twelve- 
month at his Court. I mean the late Lama’s brother, Raja Punjun Irtinnee, 
and his confident Soopoor Ohomhoo, who entertain not the shadow of a 
doubt that the Emperor will recede from his word, hut assure me of their 
belief that he will ratify the promises made to the former Teesho Lama the 
moment the present is capable of renewing the application, and that the pro- 
posed regulations will immediately take place. The success of your projects 
is too obviously connected with this event to need a comment. 

If Teesho Lama is made to resume the plans projected by him in his pre- 
existence for the recovery of the prerogatives annexed to the office of the 
Lamas, the same consistency of conduct will prompt a retrospection to the 
negotiations of 1776, to the proposal of a free intercourse of trade between 
Thibet and Bengal, which coincided with his desires, and which seem to have been 
the motive and ultimate object of his solicitude for an extension of privilege. 

I am aware it will be demanded why the agents of Government under 
Teesho Lama were not dismissed with the promised powers ? And this I think 
may be answered by the consternation and confusion in which his sudden 
death involved all his attendants and deprived them of the ability of pur- 
suing effectual measures, if in reality there were such, to obtain the accomplish- 
ment of his plans. But I believe the fact is they were incompetent from being 
merely the agents of Teesho Lama; while living they rightly reflected 
that their intercession with the Emperor would have little weight ; when their 
superior was no more prudence enjoined their silence. Probably their 
nearest concern was a speedy return to Thibet, fearful lest the great event 
should produce a revolution in the Government . injurious to their interests, 
or subversive of their power. If they were deterred from personal application 
to the Emperor when present at his Court, other considerations have since 
actuated them to suspend awhile further interference, which can only be urged 
with propriety and effect by Teesho Lama, who they say at the age of two 
years w^ he qualified to assert the proper means for accomplishing the 
design. 

I have found in the Raja the best disposition for encouraging and 
assisting by the authority he possesses the plans of trade, but neither is able 
or so confident as the Lama. He is backward to espouse a party by which he 
might possibly incur some inveterate enemies in the Chinese administration. 

Teesho Lama, from his respectable character and superior talents, was pecu- 
liarly well qualified to obviate popular prejudices against new schemes, to 
reconcile the Thibetans to an alliance with Europeans, and to remove the 
jealous apprehensions which more or less dwell with every Asiatic State from 
the accumulating power of the English. 

Tartary until united under the Chinese dominion, having been constantly 
vexed by foreign invasion, civil feuds, and intestine broils, and subjected by 
these to all the changes of violent commotion, its inhabitants are intimidated 
from entering into new connections, and regard every innovation, as affording 
an inlet to devastation and war. Used by successive revolutions to subjection 
and submission, the powerful principle of independence is extinguished, and 
they are fitted to be the abject slaves of despotic tyranny, without firmness 
to assert the rights of the people, and without resolution to resist the encroach- 
ments of the influence of an exotic yoke however weakly enforced. 

Under less authority than the sanction of a Lama your plans cannot 
be pushed to any great extent. They were first taken up by a man who dared 
to deviate^from the narrow dictates of obedience, who could lead the affections 
of his subjects, and who was urged to extensive connections as well by an 
attention to the interest of those over whom he ruled as the impulse of ambi- 
tion. Such was Teesho Lama, and his successor will doubtless assume the 
office with strong prepossessions in his favor, and he will, I expect, be made 
to feel, and to be actuated by the pride of being generally acknowledged to 
have first encouraged in his pre-existence and to have perfected in his regenera- 
tion a plan designed for universal benefit. 
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The Haja’s letter will, I presume, be the best criterion by which to judge 
of his dispositions. Yet it may be observed that in receiving me at this time 
into the country he has acted rather according to his private sentiments than 
the wishes of the leader of the opposite party. Delai Lama has not been averse 
to my admission, but there hangs a bias on the Government, an intrinsic weight 
that turns it from its natural course, and hinders it from the pursuit of its 
interests and inclinations. 

Thibet has from time immemorial been a resort for merchants. Necessity 
has begot a commerce with foreign countries, which, however, is but languidly 
conducted by a people naturally of a slothful disposition. The soil and climate 
favorable to the production of few commodities render it a proper field for 
mercantile projects to succeed in, but an example of industry is .wanting, 
and when men once become acquainted with the pleasures of luxury and the 
profits of commerce, it will rouse them from their apathy, and presenting 
them with objects of opulence and ease, which they never before dreamt of, 
raise in them a desire of a more splendid way of life than their ancestors 
enjoyed, and stimulate them to an improvement of their natural resources 
which at present are even by themselves but imperfectly understood. 

The form of government, which is arbitrary, is inimical to industry and 
enterprize, both in Thibet and Bhootan. The first member of the State is the 
chief merchant, and his prerogative in this capacity stands him in great stead, 
for he is invested by it with advantages above the common adventurer in the 
right of commanding the labor of the people, whom the laws compel to bear 
burdens, and otherwise exert themselves in the public service when called upon 
by the mandate of the Chief. Hence emulation is suppressed ; and the con- 
cerns of trade monopolized by the ruler, and a few persons in the first offices 
under Government, who are indulged with a limited privilege ; and their traffic is 
chiefly confined to clothing and provisions, such articles as are in constant 
demand and find a quick sale. 

Though the country of Thibet is gifted with a soil in its greatest extent 
unimprovable by cultivation, and though its features are expressive of poverty 
and sterility, yet whatever is wanting to the people from a defect in fertility 
or the skill of their artists, they possess ample resources of obtaining through 
the abundant riches of the earth, and their mines and minerals open to them 
such productive beds of wealth as to be alone sufficient to pui’chase every 
thing they stand in need of, and those wants are or are not numerous, as 
they are ignoi'ant of all but the first arts of life, agriculture, and clothing. 

The benefits resulting from this trade were once greatly in favor of Bengal. 
The commotions and disturbances by which the kingdom of Nipal was long 
distracted, until its ultimate subjugation under one Chief, by destroying the 
security interrupted the commerce between Thibet and Bengal ; and that 
country being then the only known channel of communication, Bengal, during 
the interval, lost ground in trade, and it has been since found difficult to 
regain it. 

The advantages arising from the present limited commerce are enjoyed by 
a few opulent Gossains, and an agent residing at Teesho Loombo on the joint 
concern of Oashmeree Mull and Gopaul Doss. I beg leave to refer to the 
annexed paper for a statement of the articles composing it. The returns have 
been invariably made in gold-dust, silver, tinkal, and musk : the value of gold 
and silver in Thibet is very variable, depending on the product of the former 
from the mines. At this time a pootree of gold-dust sells for twenty-one inder- 
millees. A few. years ago during the prevalence of an excessive drought, the 
earth, cracking and opening in uncommon chasms, discovered, as they relate, 
such abundance of gold that the quantity collected reduced the value of a 
pootree to nine indermilles. As these precious metals are merely representa- 
tives of labor and commodities there will consequently follow great fluctu- 
ations in the profits of commerce, which, however, will at all times be found on 
the side of the merchant. 

Of next importance in trade amongst the natural productions of Thibet 
are the articles musk, tinkal, wool, and rock-salt. 
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The first of these articles used to he transported through the ooTintry of 
the twenty-four Rajahs, and through Nipal by the way of Benares into the 
upper parts of Hindoostan, and the dominions of the Mlahrattas, but as mush 
of late has gained reputation in medicine, and as there is reason to believe 
none but what is much adulterated finds its way to Europe, it doubtless must 
be a desideratum with the Eaculty to receive it in its native purity. 

Bhootan, Nipal, Bengal, and Indoostan are now supplied with tinkal from 
Thibet. Its value is little more there than that of the labor of a man in 
digging it from the bed of a lake in which it is deposited, about fifteen days’ 
journey from Teesho Loombo. 

The wool of the goats is carried to Cashmere, and is that superior sort 
from which shawls are manufactured. 

The demand for salt is in the consumption in Nipal and Bhootan. 

Here are several mines of lead, but as it is a metal that enters not into 
their utensils of life, and is of little use in the country, they are totally 
neglected. As lead is generally found containing a less or greater mixture of 
silver, and as there is but one mine of this metal known in Europe to be 
entirely free from it, it is at least not improbable that the lead ores of Thibet 
are rich in silver, and that the melting of them for the silver, the manner of 
doing which the natives are altogether ignorant of, might be attended with 
very great advantages. 

Here are also min es of cinnabar which they only use for coloring in paint, 
but which contains a great proportion of mercury, that they know not how to 
extract. 

The copper mines furnish materials for the manufactory of idols, and 
all the ornaments disposed about the monastery on which guilding is be- 
stowed. 

A very small quantity of specie and that of a base standard is current in 
Thibet. It is the silver coin of Nipal here termed indermillee. Each is in 
value and worth about § of a rupee sicca, and they are cut into and|-tbs. 

This, which is the only money, serves to obtain the exigencies of life, but never 
enters into material contracts, or extensive concerns of trade ; in all such trans- 
actions the equivalent is made in bullion, that is in talents of gold and silver 
which bears a value in proportion to its variety. 

The commerce of traffic between Thibet and China is carried on principally 
at a Chinese garrison town on the west frontier of China named Sinoring or 
Silling ; thither merchants resort from Thibet with their woollen manufacture, 
a thin cloth resembling fuze but rather of a more open texture, and some other 
commodities procured from Bengal which they exchange for tea, silver, bullion, 
brocades, and fruits. In these articles a great trade is driven, and I have been 
assTired that in the territory of Teesho Eoomboo alone to the amount of 6 or 6 
lakhs of rupees worth of tea is annually consumed. Erom hence, too, Bhootan 
is supplied with tea, which is in the same general use there. Eor the further 
particulars of the commerce with Thibet I beg leave to refer to the annexed 
comparative statement. 

Studious to insure by every possible means the success of my deputation, 
I was extremely desirous when so near Ehassa of proceeding thither to endeavour 
to conciliate the_ good dispositions of the chiefs in power towards our nation, 
and to obtain their sanction to a communication and free intercourse between 
Thibet and Bengal, but I was prevented by the present posture of that Govern- 
ment, and dipuaded by Baja Punjun Irtinnee from making the attempt. 
He has promised to inform himself of the sentiments and wishes of Helai 
Eama in regard to a connection with the English, which he will afterwards 
communicate. 

Whenever a regular intercourse takes place between the agents of the 
Government of Bengal and the Chiefs of Thibet, I shall consider it as the sure 
basis of an intercourse with China, and it will be by the medium of the former 
that we shall be enabled to arrive at Pekin. 

I have not eagerly urged those secondary advantages that offered them- 
selves to my choice, because I would not by enclosing any defective scheme 
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render the endeavours towards carrying into execution the important object 
of yoxir plan abortive, which I conceived to be an immediate intercourse 
between the English and the natives of Thibet. 

I have obtained Raja Changoo Ohoosod’s promise of encouragement to 
all merchants, natives of India, that may be sent to traffic in Thibet on behalf 
of the Government of Bengal. Nothing now therefore remains in the way of 
.marchants to prevent them from carrying their commercial concerns into 
Tartary. Your authority alone is requisite to ensure them the protection of the 
Raja of Teeshoo Eoomboo, who has promised to grant free admission into 
Thibet to all merchants, natives of India, who shall come recommended by you, 
to yield them every assistance requisite for the transport of their goods from 
the frontier of Bhootan, and to assign them a place of residence for vending 
their commodities either within the monastery, or, should it be considered 
more eligible, in the town. 

I did not deem it consistent with the spirit of your designs at the present 
period to sue for greater privileges to native traders. Such as I have obtained 
will, I trust, be competent to the purpose of opening the wished-for communi- 
cation, and as this mode exactly coincided with the Raja’s wishes, it appeared 
to me better to adopt it than check the unfolding trade with a load of taxes 
and embarrassing forms. Bet merchants first learn the way, taste the profit, 
and establish the intercourse, afterwards the traffic may bear a tax, which laid 
upon it in its infancy might have suppressed its growth. 

These concessions, which the Raja readily acquiesced in, will, I presume, 
be considered the most material towards reviving the trade between Bengal and 
Thibet ; for as security and protection are the first essentials to the establishment 
of commerce, so profit will prove the best encouragement and become a spur to 
the merchant engaged in so advantageous an undertaking impelling bim to 
pursue his plans to the greatest possible extent. 

To the proposed license nothing but form is wanting, and independently 
of the novelty of written treaties, formalities almost unknown in Thibet, 
I desisted from soliciting the Raja to execute such an agreement because it 
could be no longer valid than during the minority of Teesho Bama, revokable 
by him the moment he should be inducted into his office, and could never be 
considered binding upon the Government which is upheld by his authority 
and conducted under the sanction of his name. 

The Raja possesses no independence, but is the ostensible instrument of 
administration under the guidance of his supreme, the Bama. But even sup- 
posing the Raja, possessed of an adequate authority to enforce a treaty of 
commerce, to have pressed him to the conclusion of one, I thought would be 
abandoning the great object in view, for I considered the agency of the natives 
of India stationed at so remote a distance from control, or any check to 
regulate their conduct, as a very dubious reliance, and that the benefits result- 
ing therefrom would be found extremely precarious. These reasons suggested 
to me the expediency of waiving the attempt to secure by written agreement 
those privileges to merchants for which the Raja pledged his word, espe- 
cially as the prospect of resuming negociations is held out to be not very dis- 
tant, at which period it is not improbable that a factory may be founded under 
the guidance of an Englishman, which, I prestune, will be deemed the most 
eligible and unerring means of conducting the commercial interests of the 
Company on a respectable footing, and with prosperous success. 

The regulations for carrying the commerce of the Company through the 
dominions of Bhootan by means of the agency of native merchants were 
settled by the treaty entered into with Mr. Bogle in the year 1776. The Debi 
Raja having acknowledged to me the validity of that treaty, it became unne- 
cessary to insist upon the execution of another, since no new privileges and 
immunities appear to be requisite until the commerce can be established on a 
different footing. 

. In regard to the views and interests of the Raja of Bhootan, by whose con- 
currence alone the proposed intercourse of trade can be made to flourish, I 
should be sorry to suggest a doubt of its ever receiving a check by any conduct 
in that Government of. an hostile tendency. 
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During the long interval I necessarily passed in Dhootan, I had an oppor- 
tunity to judge of the Raja’s disposition, and if an inference may he drawn 
from the particular civilities and attention he shewed me while residing with 
him, I should thence conclude he has a most entire confidence in the good 
faith and friendly disposition of your Government towards him, sentiments 
which, even were not the interests of the Bhootias so much interwoven in their 
connection with the English, there is every reason to believe are very far from 
the probability of a change. 

The present Dehi Raja, who is related by blood to a very numerous and 
powerful family, was solicited, it is said, on the decease of the Debi Euba, to 
take upon himself the cares of Government. He complied with the application, 
and by an unprecedented coalition of offices he became at once the civil and 
religious ruler. And having possessed an undivided and unparticipated in- 
fluence as head of the ecclesiastic and political affairs for five years, he has, 
during the exercise of his power, had the opportunity of placing many of his 
relations in the most important offices under that Government, and has taken 
care to settle the reversion of the administration in his own family by having 
lately nominated his nephew, Eama Gaassa-too, who is now an infant in arms, 
for his successor, and had him with the usual forms publicly invested with the 
raj. However, he is yet looked up to as the real ruler, and doubtless will 
continue to be so during the minority of the present one, and as Eama he will 
always have a right to inspect and direct the conduct of the reigning Raja. 

When hostilities ceased to distract the Company’s possessions, peace 
restored, and security to commerce allowed the revenues to replenish a weakened 
treasury, it became with me an object of the highest ambition, at this bright 
era of the Company’s affairs, to add to their prosperity by opening a new 
channel for the extension of their commerce. If I have fallen short of the 
general expectation, I trust the failure will not be imputed to a want of zeal. No 
exertion has been neglected which my humble talents qualified me to use, 
the impediments that existed, it will be observed, were independent of my con- 
duct, and such as it was impossible to take any effectual measures to ob- 
viate. 

Affairs being then in such position we can only have recourse to fair con- 
jecture, and there is room to hope that the natural revolutions of human affairs, 
together with probable events, will conspire to remove the obstructions to a 
free intercourse between the Governments of Bengal and Thibet, and to renew 
the benefits which Bengal has lost. In the expectance of such an event, our best 
presumption and surest reliance rest not alone on the friendly dispositions of 
the present Raja of Teesho Eoomboo, but also on the superstitious doctrines 
of the Thibet faith, which, as it immortalizes the soul of the Eama and 
admits its transmigration from one corporal tenement to another until the 
end of time, perpetuates too its prejudices and dispositions. The proof re- 
quired of the identity of a regenerated Eama is an early recognizance of the 
possessions, acquaintances, and the transactions of his pre-existence. I am 
therefore of opinion that the new Eama will therefore be made to recur 
to the connections of the former Teesho Lama as one of the strongest 
marks that can denote his identity and facilitate his acceptation, and here I 
ground my hope on presumptions built upon the tenets of their faith, which 
is the basis on which their Government is constructed. To adopt a different 
conduct woidd be to abandon the immutable positions of their doctrine, and 
expose it to all the controversial imputations which are calculated to strip it of 
respect, and lay it open to the reproach or derision attendant on detected im- 
position. 

During my residence in Thibet it was an object I had much at heart to 
obtain an interview of the infant Teesho Lama, but the Emperor of China’s 
general order restricting his guardians to keep him in the strictest privacy, and 
prohibiting indiscriminately the admission of all persons to his presence, even 
his votaries who should come from a distance, appeared to me an obstacle almost 
insurmountable. Yet, however, the Raja, mindful of the amity subsisting 
between the Governor and him, and unwilling, I believe, by any act to hazard its 
interruption, at length consented to grant me that indulgence. As the meeting 
was attended with very singular and striking circumstances, I could not help 
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noting them with most particular attention, and though the repetition of such 
facts, interwoven and blended as they are with superstition, may exjpose me 
to the imputation of extravagance and exaggeration, yet I should think myself 
reprehensible to suppress them; and while I divest myself of all jorejudice and 
assume the part of a faithful narrator, I hope, however tedious the detail I pro- 
pose to enter into may be found, it will be received with candor and mei’it the 
attention of those for whose perusal and information it is intended, were it only 
to mark a strong feature in the national character of implicit homage to the 
great religious sovereign, and to instance the very uncommon, I may say, the 
almost unheard-of effects of early tuition. 

I shall perhaps be still more justified in making this relation by adverting 
to that very extraordinary assurance the Raja of Teesho Loomboo made me 
but a few days before my departure from his court, which without further in- 
troduction I will beg leave literally to recite. 

At an interview he allowed me, after having given me my audience of 
leave, said he : — “ I had yesterday a vision of our tutelary deity, and to me it was 
a day replete with much interesting and important matter. This guardian power 
who inspires us with his illuminations on every momentous and great occasion 
indulged me with a divination from which I have collected that everything 
will be well. Set your heart at rest, for though a separation is about to take place 
between us, yet our friendship will not cease to exist, but through the favor of 
interposing Providence, you may rest assured it will increase and terminate 
eventually in that which may be for the best.” 

I should have paid less regard to so strange an observation but for this 
reason, that however dissonant from other doctrines their positions may be 
found, yet I judge they are the best foundations to build our reliances upon ; 
and superstition, combining with inclination to implant such friendly senti- 
ments in their minds, will ever constitute, the opinion having once obtained, the 
strongest barrier to our preservation. Opposed to the prejudices of a people 
no plan can be reasonably expected to take place — agreeing with them success 
must be the result. 

I now beg leave to close the present address, and though the success of my 
undertaking has not equalled my own wishes, yet I derive to myself a ray of 
consolation from the assurance that I shall be acquitted of blame or negligence 
in the execution of your orders, and permit it me to add I wait with the 
utmost solicitude the judgment that shall be passed upon my conduct. 

Patna, I have the honor, &o., 

2nd March 1784. ) SAM DEI. TURN ER. 


Enclosure in Mr. Turner’s letter. 


A list of the articles composing 
surrounding countries : — 

Exports. 

Thibet to China. 

G old-dust. 

Diamonds. 

Pearls. 

Coi'als. 

A small quantity of musk. 

Twilled woollen cloths, the manufacture of 
Thibet. 

Damb skins. 

Ood or otter skins, which are brought from 
Bengal. 
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the commerce between Thibet and the 

Imports. 

China to Thibet. 

Gold and silver brocades. 

Plain silks. 

Plain satins. 

Black tea of four or five different qualities. 
Tobacco. 

Talents of silver’. 

Quicksilver. 

Cinnabar. 

Somo China. 
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Exports. 

Thibet to C'^^^^d^.~contd. 

This trade o£ barter is carried on at Shin- 
ning or Silling a garrison town on the west 
frontier of China. 


Thibet to Nipal, 

Book-salt. 

TinkaL 
Gold dust. 


Thibet to Bengal. 

As the articles enumerated on the opposite 
side which are at present received in greater 
or less proportions are paid for by the pro- 
duce of Thibet, that is by an exchange for— 

Gold-dust* 

Musk. 

TinkaL 


Thibet to Bhootan. 

Gold-dust. 

Tea. 

Salt. 

Woollen cloths, the manufacture of Thibet, 
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Imports. 

China to contd. 

Trumpets, cymbals, and other musical instru- 
ments. 

Purs— 

Sahle. 

Ermine. 

Black fox. 

Dried fruits of various sorts. 

Nipal to Thibet. 

Silver specie. 

Coarse linen cloths. 

Gurree tree. 

Bice. 

Copper. 

This is the principal channel through which 
are conveyed English commodities and the pro- 
duce of Bengal of which articles the following: — 

Broadcloth and the inferior sorts of which 
the colour in most instances are yellow and 
scarlet. 

Some few trinkets such as— 

Snuff boxes. 

Smelling bottles* 

Knives. 

Scissors. 

Spying glasea. 

Of spices cloves are most saleable ; no sort 
of spice is used for culinary purposes. Cloves 
are a principal ingredient In the composition of 
the perfumed rods which men of rank keep 
constantly burning in their presence- 

Bengal to Thibet. 

Nutmeg. 

Sandalwood. 

Diamonds. 

Pearls. 

Emeralds. 

Sapphires. 

Phirosa or lapis lasuli. 

Coral. 

Jet- 

Amber. 

Chaank shells. 

Kimkaah guzesab, most valued. 

Malda cloths. 

Guzzie. 

Bungpore leather. 

Tobacco. 

Indigo. 

Ood or otter skins. 

Bhootan to Thibet. 

English broadcloth. 

Bungpore leather. 

Tobacco. 

Coarse linen, guzzee, &c* 
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Exports — eoncld. Imports — concld. 

Thiiet to BJiootan — coneld. Bhootan to Thibet — eoncld. 

Coarse paper. 

Eice, 

Sandalwood. 

Indigo. 

Manjeet. 

With Assam there is no trade or intercourse. 

Thibet to Ladah and Cashmere^ 

The fine wool of the goats from which 
shawls are manufactured. 


Badah is the mart between Cashmere and Teesho 
Jjoombo, 

A few shawls. 

Dried fruits — 

Apricots. 

Kishmish. 

Raisins. 

Currants. 


Almonds. 

Saffron. 


Khnmbaah to Thibet » 

Horses. ^ 

Dromedaries. 

Rulgar hides. 

A ■beneficial traffic is carried on ■with Lihassa in exchanging gold-dust for 
silver bullion. Rate of carriage from Fhari to Teesho Loombo for the hire of 
one beast of burthen that carries 200 cwt., eight or nine indermillees equivalent 
to three sicca rupees. 


An account of an interview with Teesho Lama at the monastery of Terpaling'. 

On the 3rd of Pecember 1783 I arrived at Terpaling, situated on the sum- 
mit of a high hill, and it was about noon when I entered the gates of the 
monastery which was not long since erected for the reception and education of 
Teesho Pama. He resides in a palace in the centre of the monastery, which 
occupies about a mile of ground in circumference, and the whole is encompassed 
by a wall. The several buildings serve for the accommodation of 300 Gylongs 
appointed to perform religioiis service ■with Teesho Tama until he shall be 
removed to the monastery and musnud of Teesho Loombo. It is ■unusual to 
■vdsit either here or in Bhootan on the day of arrival. "We therefore rested 
this day, only receiving and sending messages of compliment. 

On the 4th, in the morning, I was allowed to ■visit Teesho Hama, and found 
him placed in great form upon Ms musnud. On the left side stood his father 
and mother, on the other the officer particularly appointed to wait upon his 
person. The musnud is a fabric of silk cushions piled one upon the other until 
the seat is elevated to the height of four feet from the floor ; embroidered silk 
covered the top, and the sides were decorated •with pieces of silk of various 
colours suspended from the upper edge and hanging down. 

By the particular request of Teesho Bama’s father Mr. Saunders and 
myself wore the English dress. 

I advanced and, as is the custom, presented the white Belong handkerchief, 
and delivered also into the Lama’s hands the Governor’s present of a string of 
pearls and coral, while the other things were set down before him. Having 
performed the ceremony of the exchange of handkerchiefs with his father and 
mother, we took our seats on the right of Teesho Lama. 

A multitude of persons, all those ordered to escort me, were admitted to 
his presence and allowed to make their prostrations. The infant Lama turned 
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towards them and received them all with a cheerful and significant look of 
complacency. His father then addressed me in the Thibet language, which was 
explained to me by the interpreter, that Teesho Lama had been used to 
remain at rest until this time of the day, but that he had awoke very early this 
morning and could not be prevailed on to remain longer in bed, for, added he, 
the English gentlemen were arrived and he could not sleep. During the time 
we were in the room I observed the Lama’s eyes were scarce ever turned away 
from us, and when our cups were empty of tea he appeared uneasy, and throw- 
ing back his head and contracting the skin of his brow he kept making a noise, 
for he could not speak, until they were filled again. He took oirt of a golden 
cup containing confects some burnt sugar, and stretching out his arm made a 
motion to his attendant to give them to me. He then sent some in like manner 
to Mr. Saunders who was with me. 

I found myself, though visiting an infant, under the necessity of saying 
something, for it was intimated to me that notwithstanding he is unable to 
reply, it is not to be inferred he cannot understand. However, his incapacity 
of answering excused me many words, and I just briefly said that the Gov- 
ernor-General, on receiving news of his decease in China, was overwhelmed 
with grief and sorrow, and continued to lament his absence from the world 
until the cloud that had overcast the happiness of this nation by his 
re-appearance was dispelled, and then, if possible, a greater degree of joy had 
taken place than he had experienced of grief on receiving the first mournful 
news. The Governor wished he* might long continue to illumine the world 
with his presence, and was hopeful that the friendship which had formerly sub- 
sisted between thffm would not be diminished, but rather that it might become 
still greater than before, and that by his continuing to shew kindness to my 
countrymen there might be an extensive communication between his votaries 
and the dependents of the British nation. The little creature turned looking 
steadfastly towards me with the appearance of much attention while I spohe, and 
nodded with repeated but slow movements of the head, as though he under- 
stood and approved every word but could not utter a reply. The parents who 
stood by all the time eyed their son with a look of affection, and a smile ex- 
pressive of heartfelt joy at the propriety of the young Lama’s conduct. His 
whole regard was turned to us, he was silent and sedate, never once looking 
towards his parents, as if under their influence at the time, and with whatever 
pains his manners may have been formed so correct, I must own his behaviour 
on this occasion appeared perfectly natural and spontaneous, and not directed 
by any action or sign of authority. 

The scene in which I was here brought to take a part was too new and 
extraordinary, however trivial, if not absurd it may appear to some, not to 
claim from me great attention, and consequently minute remark. 

Teesho Lama is at this time about 18 months of age. He did not speak a 
word but made most expressive signs, and conducted himself with astonishing 
dignity and decorum. His complexion is of that hue which in England we 
should term rather brown but not without colour. His features good, small 
black eyes, an animated expression of countenance, and altogether I thought him 
one of the handsomest children I had ever seen. 

I had but little conversation with the father. He told me he had direc- 
tions to entertain me three days on account of Teesho Lama, and entreated me 
with so much earnestness to pass another on his own account that I could not 
resist complying with his request. He then invited us for tomorrow to an 
entertainment he proposed to ma<ke at a small distance from the monastery, 
which invitation having accepted we took our leave and retired. 

In the course of the afternoon I was visited by two officers of the Lama’s 
household, both of whom are immediately attendant on his person. They sat and 
conversed with me some time, and enquired after Mr. Bogle. Both of them had 
seen him and then remarked how extremely fortunate it was the young Lama’s 
having regarded us with so very particular notice ; and observed on the very strong 
partiality of the former Teesho Lama for the English, and that the present one 
often tried to utter the name of the English. I encouraged the thought, 
hopeful that they would teach the prejudice to strengthen with his increasing 
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age, and they assured me that should he, when he begins to speak, have for- 
got, they would early teach him to repeat the name of Hastings. 

On the morning of the 6th I again waited on Teesho Hama to present 
some curiosities I had brought for him from Bengal. He was very much 
struck with a small clock and had it held to him watching for a long time the 
revolutions of the minute hand. He admired it, but with gravity, and without 
any childish emotion. 

There was nothing in the ceremony different from the first day’s visit. 
The father and mother were present. I stayed about half an hour and then 
retired to return and take leave in the afternoon. 

The votaries of Teesho Lama have already begun to flock in numbers to pay 
their adorations to him. Pew are yet admitted to his presence. Those who 
come esteem it a happiness if he is but shown to them from the windows, and 
they are able to make their px’ostrations before he is removed. There came 
to-day a party of Kilmaaks (Calmah Tartars) for purposes of devotion and to 
make their offerings to the Lama. When I returned from visiting him I saw 
them standing at the entrance of the square in front of the palace, each with his 
cap off, his hands being placed together elevated and held even with his face. 
They remained upwards of half an hom* in this attitude; their eyes fixed upon 
the apartment of the Lama, and anxiety very visibly depicted on their counte- 
nances. At length I imagine he appeared to them, for they began all together 
by lifting their hands still closed above their heads, then bringing them even 
with their faces, and after lowering them to their breasts, then separating 
them to assist them in sinking and rising, they dropt upon their knees, and 
struck their heads against the ground. This with the same motion was 
repeated nine times ; they afterwards advanced to deliver "their presents, consist- 
ing of talents of gold and silver with the products of their country, to the 
proper officer, who having received them they retired apparently, with much 
satisfaction. 

TJpon enquiry I learnt that offerings made in this manner are by no means 
unfrequent, and in reality constitute one of the most copious sources from 
which the Lamas of Thibet derive their wealth. 

No one thinks himself degraded by performing these humiliations. The 
persons I allude to who came for this devout purpose were attendant on a man 
of superior rank that seemed to be more engrossed than the rest in the per- 
formance of the ceremony. He wore a rich satin garment lined with fox 
skins, and a cap with a tassel of scarlet silk flowing from the centre of the 
crown upon the sides all round, and edged with a broad band of Siberian fur. 

According to appointment I went in the afternoon to make my last visit to 
Teesho Lama. I received his despatches for the Governor- General and from his 
parents two pieces of satin for the Governor with many compliments. They 
presented me with a vest lined with lamb-skins making me many assurances 
of a long remembrance, and observing that at this time Teesho Lama is an 
infant and incapable of conversing, but they hoped to see me again when he 
shall have become of age. I replied that by favor of the Lama I might again 
A’isit this country. I looked forward with anxiety to the time when he should 
mount the musnud, and should then be extremely happy ini the opportunity 
of paying my respects. After some expressions and protestations of mutual 
regard my visit was concluded. I received the handkerchiefs and took my 
leave, and am to pursue my journey towards Bengal tomorrow at the dawn 
of the day. 


SAMUEL TURNER. 


' 48 r. D. 
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Secret Dept,, Fort William, the 20th April 1784. 

Tuesday. At a Oounoh., present: 

The Hon ’bee Edward Wheder, 

John MacPherson, Esq. 

The Hon’ble the Governor-General, absent on a visit to the 
Nabob Vizier . 

John Stables, Esq., indisposed . 

Kead and approved the Proceedings of the 13th instant. 


Read the following letter from the Hon’ble the Governor-General 
To Edwakd "Wheler, Esq., Council, &c„ Port William, dated 2nd April. 

Gentlemen, — Having contrived by making forced stages while the troop® 
of my escort marched at the ordinary rate to make a stay of five days at 
Benares, I was thereby furnished with the means of acquiring some knowledge 
of the state of . the province, which I am anxious to communicate to you ; 
indeed the enquiry which was in a great degree obtruded upon me affected me 
with, very mortifying reflections on my own inability to apply it to any useful 
purpose. Prom the confines of Buxar to Benares I was followed and fatigued 
by the clamours of the discontented inhabitants. It was what I expected 
in a degree, because it is rare that the exercise of authority should prove 
satisfactory to all who are the objects of it ; the distresses which were produced 
by the long' continued drought unavoidably tended to heighten the general 
discontent. Yet I have reason to fear that the cause existed principally in a 
defective, if not a corrupt and oppressive administration. Of a multitude of 
petitions that were presented to me of which I took minutes, and every one th^at 
did not relate to a personal grievance, contained the representation of one and 
the same species of oppression, which is in its nature of an influence most 
fatal to the future cultivation. The practice to which I allude is this. It is 
afBLrmed that the aumils and renters exact from the proprietors of the actual 
harvest a large increase in kind on their stipulated rent, that is from those 
who held their pottahs by the tenure of paying one-half of the produce of their 
crops, either the whole without a subterfuge, or a large proportion of it by 
false measurement or other pretexts ; and from those whose enagements are for 
a fixed rent in money, the half or a greater proportion is taken in kind. This 
is in effect a tax upon the industry of the inhabitants since there is scarce a 
field of grain in the province, I might say not one, which has not been pre- 
served by incessant labour of the cultivator, by digging wells for their supply, 
or watering them from the wells of masonry with which this country abounds, 
or from the neighbouring tanks, rivers, and nullahs. The people who imposed 
upon themselves this voluntary and extraordinary labour, and not unattended 
with expense, certainly did it in the expectation of reaping the profits of it, 
and. it is as certain that they would not have done it, if they had known that 
thdr rulers, from whom they were entitled to an indemnification, would take 
from them what they had so hardly earned. If the same adnoinistration con- 
tinues, and the country shall again labour under the want of the natural rains, 
every field will be abandoned, the revenues fail, and thousands perish through 
the want of subsistence, for who will labour for the sole benefit of others and 
to make himself the subject of vexation ? The practices are not to be imputed 
to the aumils employed in the districts, but to the naib himself. The avowed 
principle on which he acts, and which he acknowledged to myself, is that the 
whole sum fixed for the revenues of the province must be collected, and that 
for this purpose the deficiencies arising in places where the crops have failed, 
or what have been left uncultivated, must be supplied from the resources of 
others, where the soil has been better suited to the season, or the industry of the 
cultivators more successfully exerted j a principle which, however specious and 
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plausible it may at first appear, certainly tends to the most pernicious and de- 
structive consequences. If this declaration of the naib had been made only to 
myself I might have doubted my construction of it, but it ■was repeated by 
him to Mr. Anderson, who understood it in exactly the same sense. 

In the management of the customs the conduct of the naib, or of the 
officers under him, was forced also upon my attention. The exorbitant rates 
exacted by an arbitrary valuation of the goods, the practice of exacting duties 
twice on the same goods, first from the seller and afterwards from the buyer, 
and the vexatious disputes and delays drawn on the merchants by these oppres- 
sions were loudly complained of, and some instances of this kind were said to 
exist even at the very time when I was in, Benares. Under such circumstarTces 
we are not to wonder if the merchants of foreign countries are discouraged 
from resorting to Benares, and if the commerce of that province should 
annually decay. 

Other evils or imputed evils have accidentally come to my knowledge, which 
I will not now particularize, as I hope that, with the assistance of the Resident, 
they may be in part corrected. One, however, I must mention, because it has 
been verified by my own observation, and is of that kind which reflects an un- 
merited reproach on our general and national character. When I was at Buxar 
the Resident at my desire enjoined the naib to appoint creditable people to every 
town through which our route lay, to persuade and encourage the inhabitants 
to remain in ' their houses, promising to give them guards as I approached 
and they required it for their protection ; and that he might perceive how 
earnest 1 was for his observance of this precaution which I am certain was 
faithfully delivered, I repeated it to him in person, and dismissed him that he 
might precede me for that purpose, but to my great disappointment I found 
every place through which I passed abandoned, nor had there been a man left 
in any of them for their protection. I am sorry to add that from Buxar to 
the opposite boundary I have seen nothing but the traces of complete devas- 
tation in every village, whether caused by the followers of the troops which 
have lately passed for their natural relief, and I know not whether my own 
may not have had their share, or from the apprehensions of the inhabitants 
left to themselves, and of themselves deserting their houses. I wish to acquit 
my own countrymen of the blame of these unfavorable appearances, and in my 
own heart I do acquit them, for at one encampment near a large village called 
Uerrera, in the purgunnah of Zemanea, a crowd of people came to me com- 
plaining that their former aumil, who was a native of the place and had 
long been established in authority over them, and whose custom it had been, 
whenever any troops passed, to remain in person on the spot for their protection, 
having been removed, the new aumil on the approach of any military detach- 
ment himself first fled from the place, and the inhabitants having no one to 
whom they could apply for their redress, or for the representation of their griev- 
ances, and being thus remediless fled ^so, so that their ^houses and effects 
became a prey to any person who chose to plunder them. The general con- 
clusion appeared to me an inevitable consequence from such a state of facts, 
and my own senses bore testimony to it in this specific instance, nor do I know 
how it is possible for any officer commanding a military party, how attentive 
soever he may be to the discipline and forbearance of his people, to prevent 
disorders when there is neither opposition fo hinder nor e-tidence to deter 
them. 

These and many other irregularities I impute solely to the naib, and I 
think it my duty to recommend his instant removal. I would myself have dis- 
missed him had thq control of this province come within the line of my 
powers. I have established such regulations and checks as would have been 
most likely to prevent the like irregularities — I have said checks because unless 
there is some visible influence, and a powerful and able one, impended over ‘the 
head of the manager no system can avail. The next appointed may prove 
from some defect as unfit for the office as the present, for the choice is limited 
to few •without experience to guide it. The first was of my own nomination. 
His merits and qualifications stood in equal balance with my knowledge 
of those who might have been the candidates for the office, but he was the 
f]p,ther of the Ra^a and the affinity sunk the scale wholly in his favour, for 
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who coiild be so fit to be entrusted with the charge of his son’s interest, and 
the new credit of the rising family. He deceived my expectations ; another 
was recommended by the Resident, and at my instance the Board appointed 
him. This was Jaggerdeo Sing, the present naib. I knew him not and the 
other members of the Board as little. "While Mr. Markham remained in office, 
of whom as his immediate patron he might have stood in awe, I am told that 
he restrained his natural disposition which has been described to me as rapacious, 
unfeeling, haughty, and to an extreme vindictive. 

I cannot avoid remarking that, excepting the city of Benares itself, the 
province depending upon it is in effect without a government, the naib 
exercising only a dependent jurisdiction without a principal. The Raja is 
without authority, and even his name disused in the official instruments issued 
or taken by the manager. The representation of his situation shall be the 
subject of another letter. I have made this already too long and shall confine 
it to the single subject for the communication of which it was begun. This 
permits me to recapitulate. The administration of the province is miscon- 
ducted and the people oppressed, trade discouraged, and the revenue though said 
to be exceeded in the actual collections by many lakhs (for I have a minute 
account of it which states the net amount including jaghirs at something 
more than fifty-one lakhs) in danger of. a rapid decline from the violent appro- 
priation of its means. The naib or manager is unfit for his office. A new 
manager is required and a system of official control ; in a word, a constitution, 
for neither can the Board extend its superintending powers to a district so 
remote from its observation, nor has it delegated that authority to the Resident, 
who is .merely the representative of Government and the receiver of its 
revenue in the last process of it, nor indeed would it be possible to render him 
wholly so for reasons which,! may hereafter detail. If, gentlemen, you shall 
think it proper to intrust me with powers to this purpose, I will cheerfully 
undertake the reformation of the country and will be answerable for its effects. 
But I entreat that your resolves may be instant, for from the hour that it is 
known that such a design is in contemplation, and it will be known in ten days 
after your receipt of it, the authority of the manager will sink with his infiuence, 
unless it is preserved "by some immediate pledge of confirmation, and such I 
would advise if you shall deem it improper to yield to my recommendation. 

I have the • happiness to find all men satisfied and happy in the excellent 
administration of the city of Benares. I have experienced what few men o£ 
the first station have known in the intercourse with the natives of India, if of 
any other - country, the voice of adulation diverted even in my own presence 
from myself, in the eagerness of bestowing a better merited praise on another. 
Such is the tribute which the wisdom and integrity of Ally Ibrahim Cawn 
have extorted from the hearts of those who have been subjected to his juris- 
diction ; and I dare trust to the result of your own enquiries, let who will make 
the report of him, for a confirmation of mine. 

liUOKNOW, "y I have the honor to be, &c., . 

Snd April 1784. ) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Head another letter as follows from the Hon’ble the Grovernor-General i— 

To Edwasb Whblbh, Esq., Council, &c.. Port William, dated 5th April 1784. 

GbntijEmbit,— I t will be proper that I should formally notify to you that 
I arrived at this place on the morning of the 27th of last month. 

I^ had the early mortification to learn that much of my time would be 
unavoidably lost by the want of materials to work with, Mr. Bristow having 
carried with him many of the accounts of his receipts and expenditure. 

I have received a letter from the Nabob upon the subject, in which he 
informs me that Mr. Bristow has left the sum of Rs. 14,01,508 unadjusted 
of the sum received by him from the aumils, of which he repeatedly promised 
to famish the account, but has not yet either delivered or sent it. Enclosed is 
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a translation of the letter and of an account which has been delivered to me by 
the ministers of the sums received by Mr. Bristow, amounting on the whole to 
E/S. 32,98,669-14-2, of which only Es. 18,97,061-11-0 are stated to have been 
brought into the Company’s account, and the remaining STim of Es. 14,01,508-3-2 
as yet unaccounted for. 

On referring to the records kept in the accountant’s office I find that the 
sum which is brought to credit in the Eesident’s Treasury account, as received 
from the 11th September 1783 to the 31st January 1784 (being the period 
included in the account delivered to me by the minister) is Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca 
Es. 16,00,429-15-11. The difference betwixt this sum and Es. 18,97,061-11, 
stated in the minister’s account, will probably be nearly reconciled by differ- 
ences of batta and other adjustments, which may be made on a minute exami- 
nation of the documents in the possession of the minister, for which purpose 
I have referred the account to Mr. Wombwell, whose report, if necessary, will 
hereafter be laid before you. 

In the mean time it will be proper to call immediately upon Mr. Bristow 
for his counterpart of this account, and especially for the particulars of the 
sum of Es. 14,01,608-3-2, which, as I gather from the minister’s report, has 
been admitted by Mr. Bristow to have been collected by him, but is alleged 
to have been laid out in sundry expenses made for the services of the Nabob 
Vizier. 

The other accounts which Mr. Bristow ought to have left with Mr. 'Womb- 
well are — 

1st — The adjusted account of his monthly receipts ; 

2nd — The same account settled at the end of the Euslee year 1190 ; 

3rd — The same brought up to his departure ; 

4th — The account of the settlement of funds appropriated to the 
Company for this year ; 

5th — The kistbundy of ditto ; 

6th — ^The jamma wasil baky of ditto. 

I regret the want of these accounts chiefly because it will- put me to the 
trouble of collecting them from the materials in the possession of the Vizier’s 
officers ; but the account of the expenditure of the sum of Es. 14,01,608-3-2 can 
only be procured from Mr. Bristow. Of the nature of these expenditures I am 
wholly ignorant and equally of their authority. It will rest with you, gentle- 
men, to call on Mr. Bristow to shew the particulars of these disbursements and 
to produce his authority for making them. 

"Whilst I was on my way to this place I could not help- entertaining the 
most gloomy apprehensions, from the representations which I daily received, of 
the effects of the late drought, of which I was myself an eye-witness, for even 
the beds of deep rivers which I passed, threw up clouds of dust from their 
channels. 

The short time that I have been here will not allow me to pronounce with 
certainty, but it is with pleasure I remark that however great the difficulties 
may be, I' possess advantages, that in some measure counterbalance them, 
in the disposition of the Nabob and his ministers, in the confidence they seem 
to repose in me, and the readiness they have hitherto shown to adopt and 
promote my views. From these circumstances I derived most pleasing pre- 
sage, and you may be assured, gentlemen, that I shall most cheerfully and 
steadily pursue the important objects which I have undertaken. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

WAEEEN HASTINGS. 

} 


liXTCKNOW, 

5th. .April 1784, 

48 V. D. 
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Fort William, the 11th May 1784. 

At a CotTNOUi, PBESBNT : 

John Maophebson, Esq. 

John Stabbes, Esq. 

The Hon’blb the Govebnob-Genebal, absent on a visit 
to the Nabob Vizier. 

Edwabd Whbeeb, Esq., indisposed. 


Head and approved the Proceedings of the 20th ultimo. 

B.ead the following letter from the Hon^ble the Governor-General ^ 

To Edward Wheleb, Eso[., Council, &e.. Port William, dated the 21st April 3784. 

Gentlemen, — I have the pleasure to acquaint you that I have received 
from the Nabob Vizier two bills of exchange drawn by Buckerauge and Beroon- 
doss on the house of Oashmirimul and Oassinauth in Calcutta, for two lakhs 
and fifty thousand rupees each, payable to your order, the one in fifty-one 
days, and the other in eighty-one ^ys after date, and I have sent them to the 
accountant as the proper ofidcial channel though which they should pass, with 
directions to him to transmit them by this day’s dawk to the Board. 

These bills make a part of thirteen lakhs, which Almass Ally Cawn has 
agreed to pay to his master in the present emergency for the purpose of aiding 
him and relieving the Company. 

The acting minister has informed me that he has a further sum of eight 
lakhs ready, which I shall also deliver to the accountant with orders to pay it 
to you ; and these with the former sums, amounting altogether to thirteen lakhs, 
will be carried by him in his official accounts to the credit of the N ahob Vizier. 

The exchange of the bills I have settled at 6^ per cent., at which I mean 
to fix it as the true and just standard at which it ought to be rated, and 
which it should never exceed. The former exchanges upon bills drawn at 
this place I cannot revert to without expressing my sistonishment at them. 
At the time of Messrs. Middleton and Johnson they were from 19 to 20 per 
cent., and they were, afterwards reduced by Mr. Bristow (if I recollect right) to 
16 per cent. 

I desire your instructions with respect to the rest, and what more I may 
have to receive, and request if you should have occasion to draw upon your 
treasury here, that the rate of exchange may not be more than per cent. ; 
and I earnestly recommend it to you that if your other calls are not of so 
urgent a nature as to render it impossible, you will appropriate this remittance 
together with what remains of the thirteen lakhs advanced by Almass Ally 
Oawn as the first institution of a fund for the payment of the interest of 
your bonds, which had suffered something in their credit, and of course in their 
value, by the suspension of payment of the interest but a few months before 
my departure from Calcutta. Unless that debt has been since augmented this 
supply will be more than sufficient for the payment of the interest for one 
complete year to come. 

I expect in a few days to receive five lakhs from Eyzulla Khan, and other 
payments will follow as the collectors are able to furnish them; in which, 
however, I mean not to urge the mi n i ster to any acts of precipitation, as in 
the present calamitous state of the country it requires to be managed with a 
gentle hand. 

The period of the ensuing rains, which I am patiently waiting for, will 
determine how far I may venture to promise. If there should be another 
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season of drought similar to that which we haye already experienced it is not 
in the power of human wisdom to devise means for saving the country ; but as 
it is not in the course of things that we should be again afdieted with such a 
dreadful misfortune, I have every reason to believe that I shall answer in 
every respect the complete ends of my deputation. 


liXJOKNOW, 

21st April 1784, 


} 


I have the honour, &c., 

WABREN HASTINGS. 


Head another letter as follows from, the Hon'ble the Governor-General : — 

To Edwaed WhblbBj Esq., Council, &e., Fort 'William, dated the 22nd April 1784. 

GektIjBMEN, — Since my departure from Calcutta I have received a number 
of letters from Major Brown at Delhi. As these dispatches, and the papers that 
have accompanied them, are very voluminous I shall not unnecessarily swell 
your records and embarrass your attention by sending you complete copies 
of them. I will content myself with extracting those parts of them that 
are essential for your information, and with recapitulating in this address 
such circumstances as are necessary to bring the whole of Major Brown's late 
negotiations into one connected view. Some time ago Major Brown informed 
me that Afrasiab Oawn, who has now acquired the actual administration at 
Delhi, was extremely desirous of engaging, tmder the name and sanction of Shah 
Alam, in an alliance with us and the Nabob Vizier, on terms similar to those 
which were formerly discussed and concerted as the groundwork of a treaty 
betwixt us and the late Mirza Shuffy. Of the nature of these terms you will 
be more particularly informed from the perusal of the plain itself, which I 
have now the honour to enclose to you. The principal article, you will observe, 
is that each shall be ready to assist the other with their forces when reqxiired ; 
and a specific rate of subsidy is settled to be paid according to the number of 
horse or foot which may be so furnished. I have hitherto given little or no 
encouragement to the expectations of Afrasiab Oawn, but Major Brown has • 
lately recommended this alliance in such strong and urgent terms, and has 
supported his opinion with arguments of so important a nature, that I think it 
incumbent on me to submit the subject generally to your consideration. 

Major Brown, you will observe, entertains strong suspicions of Mahadajee 
Sindia, who, according to his information, has lately pressed the Chiefs at Delhi to 
enter into a close connection with him, and dissuaded them from forming any 
alliance with u^ in a style of language very inconsistent with his own connec- 
tion with our Government, offering even to support their opposition to us by 
force of arms. Copies of letters have been shown to Major Brown, which are 
said to have been received from Mahadajee Sindia himself, as well as from Him- 
mut Bahadur, a person who has for some time past taken an active part in the 
intrigues of the court, and from Cotul Cawn, the vakeel of Afrasiab Hhan 
in Sindia’s camp. Abstracts of these papers accompany the address. 

To defeat the designs which Sindia inay have formed by anticipating his 
views of an alliance with the Chiefs of Delhi is the object on which Major 
Brown chiefly rests the policy and advantage of the proposed treaty. He 
remarks that if we do not enter into an alliance with Afrasiab Cawn, that Chief 
will, from necessity, be compelled to form one with Mahadajee Sindia, who will 
then be dangerous to the English and their ally the Vizier ; that Afrasiab Cawn 
has represented to him that Sindia, when he is strengthened with the support 
of the King’s name, will invade the province of Oudh ; that he has secured the 
Bohilas both within and without the Vizier’s dominions ; that the pleas by 
which he will justify his invasion will be the King’s tribute, the Mahratta 
chouth, and the restoration of the Bohilas and Cheyt Sing, and that it is in expec- 
tation of this diversion that Tippoo Saheb delays to make p^ce. This represent- 
ation, Major Brown thinks from other circumstances of Sindia’s conduct, may 
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be partly true. Major Brown further observes that the proposed alliance will 
be attended with no expense ; on the contrary, as the King must defray the 
charge of our troops when wanted for his service, it will be in fact a saving, and 
he adds that it will be no infringement of our treaty with the Mahrattas, or if 
there is any danger of interfering with the connection formed betwixt us and 
them, a clause may be inserted in the proposed treaty excepting the Mahrattas 
in the terms of our general alliance. He points out the danger of incurring 
the resentment of the Eng, and the Moghul Sardars by thus rejecting their 
overtures, whilst on the other hand, by showing too great a regard in this 
instance to the inclinations of Mahadajee Sindia, we shall only encourage the 
presumption of a man whose duplicity and falsehood, he says, have been 
strongly demonstrated in his conduct towards the Hana of Ghode, and in his 
transactions with the Chiefs at Delhi. Major Brown further remarks that if 
the proposed treaty is agreed to, we may in future rest secure on the subject 
of the King’s claims on Bengal, Corah, and Allahabad, which will otherwise 
become the source of an expensive and unpopular war for the Company. 

These are the principal arguments which are detailed in the letters I have 
lately received from Major Brown. There is also another consideration of 
some magnitude, which though it has not lately been insisted on, might have 
a considerable weight in inducing us to avail ourselves of the present favour- 
able disposition of the King’s ministers. 

The territories of Shah Alam form a barrier betwixt the Sikhs and the 
dominions of the Nabob Vizier. If a permanent alliance was established 
betwixt us and the King, an additional security would be derived from it 
against the desultory incursions of that predatory tribe, to which the Vizier’s 
frontier are from their situation exposed. I understand that negotiations have 
at different times been carried on between His Majesty and Chiefs of the Sikhs. 
If unfortunately he should ever be so ill advised as to throw himself upon 
them, and suffer them to gain an influence in the administration of his govern- 
ment, or if ever they should acquire it by overpowering the forces employed 
by his ministers in his defence, the consequences might not only be fatal to 
h^self but ultimately dangerous to the peace and tranquillity of these pro- 
vinces, and it evidently behoves us to be watchful to improve every opportu- 
nity of guarding against the possibility of such an event. In the mean time 
I^ have the pleasure to inform you that there is no immediate prospect of any 
disturbances from that quarter, as the Chiefs of the Sikhs, who were some 
time ago expected to move this way, have now retired to their own country. 

Such are the principal arguments, gentlemen, which have been brought 
forth in favour of the proposed alliance. I will now state to you those which 
occur to me against it, either at the present juncture, or in its present form. 

It has long been imagined that Mahadajee Sindia, as soon as he should have 
finished^ his war with the Hana of Ghode, would turn his thoughts towards 
the affairs at Delhi. Tou will remember that in the month of September last,, 
on intelligence being received of the assassination of Mirza Shufify, he gave 
formal notice _ to our Resident of his intention of sending a body of troops to 
assist in avenging the cause of his murdered friend, and although the accommod- 
ation which soon after took place between the present minister Afrasiab Cawn, 
and Mahomet Beg Humdanny, the author of the assassination, induced him to 
suspend his designs at that time, yet we were informed that he would probably 
resume them whenever a favourable opportunity should occur for carrying 
them into execution. It seems highly probable that Sindia now actually 
entertains views of acquiring an influence in the administration at Delhi either 
by negotiation or war, and indeed nothing can afford a stronger presumptive 
proof of it than the general representations of Afrasiab Cawn and the uncom- 
mon eagerness with which he has solicited our alliance. Admitting, therefore, 
that he does entertain such views, and that they go no further, the consequence 
of our entering into an alliance with His Majesty’s Minister will be either that 

“i^st oppose him by force of arms, or that he must desist from his designs, 
^Idoh case our relation to him will be greatly changed. Instead of an ally, 
whose views^ are connected with our own, we must consider him as a prince 
whose ambition we have crossed and disappointed. We s^iould in fact sacrifice a 
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substance in exchange for a shadow. At the present important period, when 
our success in the Carnatic may in a great measure depend on the cordiality 
of Sindia’s exertions, it is not merely speculative advantage, nor the apprehen- 
sion of speculative dangers, that should induce us to take any measures either 
tending to change him from a friend to an enemy, or to loosen the ties of a 
connection which may he so useful to us, and which we have with so much 
difficulty established. I will not pretend to say what effects such an addition 
of Sindia’s power might have on the tranquillity of India, but whatever might 
be the effect the event itself is distant, and without our interference may be 
frustrated by many contingencies. 

If Sindia, on the other hand, has no such designs, the strongest arguments 
that have been advanced in favour of the proposed treaty fall at once to the 
ground. 

I have hitherto considered this supposition by itself without involving it 
in the next supposition that Sindia has views hostile to the English, because 
the two suppositions seem to rest on different grounds, the one being founded 
on a strong probability, and the other only on a mere possibility, and because 
they ought to have a Afferent influence on our deliberations. 

Much has been said of Sindia’s duplicity and falsehood, and inferences 
have from thence been drawn of his future dangerous designs against the 
English and their ally the Nabob of Oude. Sindia does not at least deserve 
this character from us. In all his transactions with the English, I believe I 
might say in all his transactions that have come to our knowledge, he has 
shown an uncommon degree of steadiness and sincerity. Of the circumstances 
alluded to regarding the Rana of Ghode I have yet no information, but I 
know the Rana himself to deserve the worst that can be said of his political 
character. His conduct to our Government has been invariably marked with 
deception, infidelity, and ingratitude, and if we may credit the assertions of Maha- 
dajee, the notoriety of his want of faith was the cause of Sindia’s perseverance in 
pursuing the war to his utter deprivation. I cannot adnoit of any plea whicb 
the partizans of the Rana may use to charge Mahadajee Sindia with a blemish 
which was so apparent in himself. 

Great stress has been laid on the correspondence with the Sardars at HeMi, 
and if the letters written by Himmut Bahadur and Cotul Oawn are genuine, 
and are actually written by Sindia’s authority, they prove a great deal, but 
there is an acrimony in the style of these letters that seems more calculated 
to irritate us than to persuade those to whom they are addressed ; and when 
we consider that they have been produced to Major Brown by persons who are 
strongly interested in effecting a misunderstanding betwixt, us and the Mah- 
rattas, we cannot help doubting their authencity. The same reason throws a 
degree of distrust on every information communicated by Afrasiab Cawn. ^ I 
have no reason to credit what he has asserted of the Rohillas. Of the fidelity 
of Eyzulla Cawn I have received a strong proof in the deputation of one of his 
sons, who is now arrived at this place, and of the allegiance of the rest of the 
Rohilas residing within the "Vizier’s dominions, I do not find that the smallest 
suspicion is entertained. It is impossible to say what effect an extraordinary or 
unexpected acquisition of power might have on the firmest mind, but if I may 
judge from all that has lately passed betwixt us and Sindia, from a general 
review of his conduct and character, and from every insight I have been able 
to acquire regarding the state of polities at Poona, I am warranted in believing 
that Sindia has firmly connected his interests with ours,_and looks to his alliance 
with the English as the surest means of preserving undiminished the power and 
independence which he now possesses. We must be cautious how we give Way 
to suspicions. There are some situations in which precautions are necessa^, 
but there are others, and this is perhaps one of them, in which the^ apprehension 
of danger often leads to measures which prove the means of drawing it on. 

You will remember, gentlemen, that there was a time when it was my 
opinion that it would be for the creffit and interest of the English Government 
to exert their endeavours to relieve the Shah from the thraldom of his 
ministers, and to establish his authority at least in his own domains. The 
48 r. D. 
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conjimotion was then favourable, the death of Nudjiff Cawn had in fact left 
the administration vacant ; it was contended for by three or four different 
parties which were nearly balanced. A small exertion of our force might 
have turned the scale in favour of the Shah, and it might have been done 
without any expense to ourselves, as His Majesty’s country then possessed 
resources suj0B.cient to supply the charges of our troops. Affairs are now much 
changed. Many successive revolutions have since taken place. One competi^ 
tor has sunk after another. Some have fallen by the sword, and others have 
retired with their armies to their own jaghirs, till at length the administration 
at the capital has fallen into the hands of Afrasiab Cawn. In these various 
revolutions the Shah himself has had little share. Each successive minister 
"hflja acted under his name and assumed his authority, and I have reason to 
imagine that if we were to enter into the treaty which is now proposed by 
AErasiab Cawn, so far from promoting the wishes of the King, we should 
have to encounter the secret opposition of himself and his ancient servants, 
and perhaps the declared enmity of many other factions now laying dormant. 
The effect which so many revolutions must produce in the state of the country 
may be easily conceived. It has for near two years been a scene of disorder 
and rapine, and unhappily for its inhabitants the late extraordinary calamity 
of drought has so effectually completed its ruin that instead of possessing re- 
sources or funds that could be appropriated to defray a foreign subsidy, I 
believe few parts of it would yield a revenue greater than the expense of 
collecting it. 

Having thus fully submitted to your consideration the various arguments 
that have occurred to me on this subject, I shall only beg leave to add that on 
the whole I am of opinion that, as far as depends on us, matters should be 
left in their present state, until the season of the rains, which is near at hand, 
shall enable us to form a judgment regarding the future resources of His 
Majesty’s country. We may then with more certainty resume the subject and 
consider how far it may be expedient for us to connect our interests with 
those of His Majesty. In the mean time I shall hope to be favoured with 
your sentiments, and you may be assured, gentlemen, that although my atten- 
tion during this' interval must be chiefly devoted to the particular obj'ects which 
have induced me to visit the court of the Vizier, I shall not fail to make such 
further enquiries into the views and disposition of Mahadajee Sindia, and the 
state of politics at Delhi as noay enable us to proceed on the surest grounds. 


Etjckinow, 
22nd Ajpiril 1784. 


} 


I have the honour, &c., 
WAEREN HASTINGS. 


F.S . — On reading over the" above address it acctirs to me that the strong 
manner in which I have stated Afrasiab Khan’s representations and even the 
weight which I have myself given them by entering into so long a discussion, 
may lead you to form an idea of my sentiments different from that which I 
wish to convey. I think it necessary therefore to repeat in the most pointed 
manner that I do not entertain the smallest apprehension of the sincerity of 
Mahadajee Sindia, but on the contrary I have the most thorough conviction 
that he has closely connected his views and interests with our own. Even 
whilst the papers are transcribing that are to accompany this address, an event 
has happened which contradicts one part of Afrasiab Khan’s representations, 
I mean the conclusion of peace with feppoo Saheb. 

I think it incumbent on me to forward to you an extract of a letter from 
Eieutenant iTames Anderson which contains the latest and most authentic in- 
formation regarding the transactions with Sindia and the Ranah of Ghode, 
which sets the conduct of Mahadajee Sindia in a different light from that in 
which jit has been represented at Delhi. 
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Secret Department, 

Thtirsday. 

Port William, the 13th May 1784. 

At a OoxJNcrL, present : 

John MacPheeson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

The Hon’blb the Govebnor-Genebal, absent on a visit to 
• the Nabob Vizier. 

EDTrABiD Wheleb., Esq., indisposed. 


Head and approved the Proceedings of the 14th. instant. 

Head the following letter from the Hon^ble the Governor-General 
To EnWAiin Wheler, Esq., Council, &c.. Fort William, dated the Srd May 1784. 

Gentlemen, — On the 20th or 21st instant I received from Mr. Secretary 
Hay copies of the letter of the Select Committee of Fort St. George, dated the 
27th ultimo, and of the English counterpart of the treaty concluded with 
Tippoo Sultan. 

I have suffered the intermediate time to pass in the expectation that pos- 
sibly you would have chosen to make a direct and formal communication of 
this event to me with your resolutions or deliberations upon it. I am not 
sorry for the delay, because it has afforded me time for the due recollection of 
my own thoughts on so important a subject, on which, if the sense of what I 
owe to my public trust to you and to our common masters would have admit- 
ted it, I should rather have desired to be totally silent. 

The period stipulated for the delivery of your ratification of the treaty to 
Tippoo Sultan, which allowed but three months for the passage of the treaty to 
Emt St. George, for its transmission to Calcutta, for the form of your ultimate 
sanction, for its return to Fort St. George, and lastly to the place of the resi- 
dence of Tippoo Sultan, will have compelled you necessarily to quicken this 
act, in whatsoever mode you may have resolved to perform it; and therefore I 
very early considered that whatever my sentiments might be in relationt o it they 
must in any event arrive too late to be received in aid of your deliberations so 
far as these concerned the point in question, but not so with respect to its 
consequences. 

To the terms of the treaty — I mean the concessions and stipulations made 
on both sides — I see nothing to object. I object only to the form and construc- 
tion of it, because it appears to me a public and avowed exclusion of the 
Nabob Wallah Jah from the sovereignty of the Carnatic, and an usurpation 
of it in the Tiamft of the Company. My reason for this conclusion wiU be seen 
in the following observations on the several articles of the treaty. 

The preliminary article expresses the Hon’ble East India Company to be 
one of the contracting parties for all their possessions and for the Carnatic 
Payonghaut, and the Nabob Tippoo Sultan Bahadur to be the other, without a 
syllable of reference to the Nabob Wallah Jah, whom the Company acknow- 
ledo-e the only proprietor of the Carnatic though they are placed by this instru- 
ment in that relation to it. The first article is yet more exceptionable, for 
havino" included in a general stipulation all the friends and allies cf the. Eng- 
lish it proceeds to the specification of the Bajas of Tanjore and GCravancore. 
Such specification always and necessarily implies a distinction of pre-eminence 
and places all others supposed by the general description in an inferior and 
comnaon degree. If, therefore, the Nabob Wallah Jah is meant to be con- 
sidered as an ally he is degraded, but it is evident from the context that 
he is wholly excluded, since the rights of the Carnatic and its relation to the 
allies in question are mentioned, which can in no construction whatever apply to 
the Nabob Wallah Jah, who himself possesses those rights and those relations 
as the sovereign of the Carnatic, which by the treaty are, against all form of 
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speech as against right, vested in the Carnatic itself, in the property instead of 
the proprietor. I must further remark on this article that the Raja of Tan j ore 
is not an ally of the Carnatic, but a member of it, and the attempt to separate 
him from the general state, and to dignify him with a title of independence and. 
equality is itself an injury to the rights of the Nabob, his sovereign. I beg in 
this part to be understood I do not allude to the respective claims of the 
Nabob and the Raja, which have so long been the subject of mutual conten- 
tion and appeal to the Company, but to the condition of vassalage which, 
however the duties of it may be defined, the Raja himself has never yet as I 
have heard dared to disavow. 

u£rticle 4th . — That part of this article which stipulates that Amboor and 
Saulgur shall be delivered to the English is in the same spirit with the rest, 
these places belonging of undoubted right to the Nabob Wallah Jah, in whose 
name and behalf the restitution ought to have been stipulated, not in the name 
and behalf of the English, who have no right to possess them. 

Article 5th . — The Carnatic is here again substituted for the Nabob Wallah 
Jah, its lawful proprietor. 

Article 6th . — This is the only article in which mention is made of the 
Nabob Wallah Jah, and it is remarkable that he not only appears in it as a 
simple individual, but even his title is denied him in it ; and his subjects and 
ministerial servants, if such were to be comprehended in the list which was to 
be delivered to the Nabob Tippoo Sultan’s ministers, are called persons belong- 
ing to the Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn Bahadur, an appellation which would 
be equally applicable to the servants of any individual. This is not an inaccuracy 
of mere negligence, for I well remember that in the credentials which were 
delivered to the commission every title of honor and distinction of office which 
belonged to the Right Hon’ble President were most minutely enumerated in 
the preamble, and filled nearly one-half of the first page in that instrument, which 
shews that His Lordship and the Committee were not unapprized of the pro- 
priety of such attentions, and if those were due to a simple agent they were 
surely due in a much greater degree to the illustrious person whose rights and 
interests formed one permanent object of the treaty. 

Article lOth . — ^Great care is taken in this article to secure the observance 
of the peace on the part of the English by making it an indispensable condition 
that the Governor-General and Council of Bengal, and the Governor and 
Select Committee of Bombay shall separately and formally declare their acces- 
sion to it, although members of the same general state with the Government of 
Port St. George, yet the Nabob Wallah Jah, though equally a party in the 
virtual construction and effect of the treaty is omitted by a contrivance of which, 
I believe, there is no example, a sense of personality being fixed to his country 
for the apparent purpose (for I can devise no other) of eluding the expression 
of his name, which could not have been used in the context, without an impli- 
cation at least of his sovereignty. The words to which I allude are these : — " On 
behalf of the Hon’ble East India Company and the Carnatic Payonghaut.’* 

The like conjunction, of the Nabob Tippoo Sultan Bahadur with his own 
dominions ^ seems necessarily to have been made for the purpose of giving an 
air of consistency to the corresponding member of the sentence, but is equally 
against the common forms of language. 

Having now made such observations upon the articles of the treaty as 
tended to prove the position for which they were professedly introduced I shall 
subjoin one general conclusion from them. 

Peace is indeed formally established between Tippoo Sultan and the Eng- 
lish East India Company, and the Carnatic is included in it, but the war is still 
open for renewal between Tippoo and the Nabob Wallah Jah, if the former 
shall at any time choose to avail himself of the distinction, and I know not by 
what species of reasoning the Government of Port St. George will answer his 
plea for what t^iey may in such an event construe a breach of treaty if he shall 
B3>y — “ Xou, gentlemen, have both afforded me an example in a treaty formed on 
the very basis of infidelity to your first and most ancient ally and by your own 
studied exclusion of the only name which could render the peace of the Carna- 
tic eff^iye. 
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By the separation of the Baja of Tanjore from the Oarnatio, and his ac- 
knowledged alliance with it, the Baja of Tanjore is left at liberty entirely to con- 
tract what alliances or engagements he pleases with other powers ; for as there 
is no other instrument of his alliance with the Oarnatio but this treaty which 
makes no provision for the consequences of it, there is of course no obligation 
to hinder him in the maintenance of which the representatives of the Company 
can interfere ; and he may be the ally of Tippoo Sultan, and may concert with 
him such a plan of conjoined preparation as may incite the latter to a renew'al 
of the war by the assurance of its termination in the subjection of the Carnatic. 

It ought to be remembered that one ground alleged by the late Nabob 
Hyder Ally Oawn for commencing this war was that the Nabob Wallah Jah had 
failed in the performance of the stipulation made about 30 years past for the 
surrender of Triohinopoly with the Baja of Mysore, to which Hyder laid claim 
as the representative of that Government. This claim is personal, and as it was 
an express cause of the war, it ought to have been removed by the treaty of 
peace, but it has not been removed ; on the contrary, it has acquired addi- 
tional force by the past omission of it, and on the Nabob's refusal to assert his 
tight by a renewal of the war. 

As the preliminary article of the treaty states it to have been made by virtue 
of powers delegated to the Bight Hon’ble the President and Select Committee of 
Port St. George for that purpose by the Governor-General and Council of 
Bengal, appointed by the Bing of Parliament and Great Britain to direct and 
control all the political affairs of the Hon'ble East India Company in India, 
and as the treaty is directly contrary to the orders of the Governor-General and 
Council, and subversive of the principles of justice and good faith which they 
have long and repeatedly but ineffectually enjoined to the President and Select 
Committee of Port St. George, by the exclusion of the Nabob Wallah Jah from 
a participation in the peace stipulated for his dominions, and by the avowed 
usurpation of his right of sovereignty and possession of the same, I do for 
myself most formally protest against the Bight Hon'ble the President and tbe 
members of the Select Committee of Port St. George for these unwarrantable 
acts ; and I humbly make my appeal to the King and Parliament for the redress 
thereof, as well in vindication of the powers vested by them in this Government, 
as of the faith and honor of the British nation, which have been equally vio- 
lated by the same acts of the President and the Select Committee aforesaid. 

Where I in my place at the seat of Government, I should not think myself 
acquitted of my duty in having thus entered my protest against the treaty, but 
I cannot prescribe, nor would it become me to recommend, what in this instance 
your own sense of the case alone ought to dictate. 

Although I have objected to the form of the treaty, yet I should be unwil- 
ling to have it understood that I should either advise were there time for advice 
the disavowal of it upon that account, or that I should myself, were I at the 
Council Board, refuse my signature to it. The peace is an object too valuable 
to be rejected if it can be retained with honour. I should therefore have no 
scruple to join in the ratification of the treaty, provided it were accompanied 
with a declaratory clause which should include the Nabob Walla Jah as an 
party to it. If you should have adopted the same expedient on 
your own suggestion, you will not be displeased, gentlemen, at receiving from 
me this instance of the conformity of my sentiments to yours, and in some 
degree a presumptive evidence of the propriety of both. 

Yet there is one circumstance which has been suggested in the last letter 
received from the President and Select Committee of Bombay, which, if true, 
ought in my judgment to invalidate the treaty ^together, even though it shall 
have received your most express ratification of it. 

It is a circumstance of so infamous a kind that I forbear through shame 
to mention it in express terms, but it is impossible that the allusion should 
escape you ; and I take it upon me most earnestly to recommend that the 
President and Select Committee of Port St. George be informed of the fact, as 
it is related in the correspondence with the Presidency of Bombay, and required 
to ascertain and report to your Board the truth of it. 

I have, &o., 

WABBEN HASTINGS. 


48 F. D. 
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P./S'. — WTiile this letter was transcribing I had the pleasure to receive your 
letter of the 13th ultimo, in which you inform me that a treaty was concluded 
with the Nabob Tippoo Sultan on the 11th of last month, and that you mean 
to communicate to me your sentiments upon it._ JFor such communication I 
shall he thankful and shall impatiently wait for it. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


Bead another letter from the Hon^ble the Governor-General. 

To Edwabd Wheleb, Esq., Council, &e.. Fort William, dated Lucknow, the 3rd May 1784. 

Genti-embn, — I have the honour to transmit to you a letter which I 
received last night from Mr. James Anderson, in which you see the additional 
difficulties in which our Government is involved by the conduct of that of Eort 
St. George. 

I early foresaw that the minister of the Mahratta State, and Mahadajee 
Sindia epecially, would he offended at the contempt, shewn to them by the omis- 
sion of the 9th article of the treaty concluded with the Peshwa, which ought to 
have been declared the basis of the peace with Tippoo Saheb in the treaty 
which has been lately concluded with him; and I endeavoured to obviate it 
by a letter addressed to Mahadajee Sindia on the occasion, in which I acknow- 
ledged the peace to have been the effect of the treaty of Salbey and the imme- 
diate production of his exertions and authority. 

I also apprized Mr. James Anderson of the defect of the treaty, and fur- 
nished him with the best arguments that I could devise to palliate it. I am 
sorry to add that these were such only as displayed the nakedness of our 
political system and the imbecility of the first authority by which it is 
governed, for no other could justify the national faith, and little was sacrificed 
by the avowal, since it is as manifest as the objects of the meridional s nTiabiu p. 

I feel my share of mortification for this state of indignity and imputed 
criminality of our Government, and derive but little relief from the remem- 
brance of the repeated and earnest remonstrances which were written by the 
Board to the Select Committee of Port St. George upon this very subject. 

I trust, gentlemen, that you will not fail to make an early and full repre- 
sentation to the Court of Directors of all the multiplied evils which have 
attended this single transaction. 

Upon that portion of them which is the subject of this letter I must ob- 
serve that it will be impossible for this Government to Tnainiflin the faith of 
the nation, while a dependent member of it shall perseveringly and systematic- 
ally violate it, and violate it with impunity, 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


Secret Department, 

Tuesday. 

Port William, the 8th June 1784. 

At a Couecxl, tbesent: 

The Hon’bIiE Edwahi) Whelee, 

John MacPhebsoh, Esq. 

John SxABiiEs, Esq. 

The GKjveenor-Geneeaii, absent on a visit to the Nabob 
Vizier. 


B«ad and approved the Proceedings of the a 5th ultimo. 
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Read tte following letter from the Hon^ble the Governor-General 

Lucknow, the SSrd May 1784- 

To RnwABD W HBLBB, £)sq.. Council, &c.. Port William. 

Gent:lembn, — In a very long letter dated the 2nd of April I represented to 
you the distressed state of the province of Benares, and the misconduct of the 
naih, and the necessity of applying some early measures to prevent what I 
apprehended would he the cosasequenoe of his continuance and the want of a 
due system of control. I have not yet been favored with your answer, and 
suspect that my disappointment in this instance may have arisen from your 
disapproval of the offer which I made of my services for the establishment of 
a system for the administration of that province, and perhaps an unwillingness 
to give my proposal a direct and unpleasant refusal. 

To me personally, provided an adequate system is established, it is of little 
consequence through whom it is effected. But to our employers, and the 
inhabitants of an extensive territory under our Government, it is of great 
consequence that some better system should be established, and in this the 
credit of our administration in general is deeply concerned, independent of the 
motives which we must possess in common. Bor my own part I have had the 
sensible mortification of being an eye-witness of evils which I coifid not re- 
dress, and I have seen the hopes of a suffering people, raised by the approach 
of the superior member of your administration, whilst I felt that instead of 
being able to afford them relief I could only send them away with disappoint- 
ment. 

It is my duty to represent to you again that some changes ought to be 
made and speedily ; that the present naib must be removed, and a system of 
some control placed over whomever it may be determined to substitute in his 
stead ; or some entire new mode of superintendence established ; or that the loss 
of the revenue, and disaffection of the people will be the infallible consequence 
of the present administration being suffered to remain. 

If you shall think it improper, for whatever reason, to confide this tempo- 
rary charge to me, I must still recommend and entreat that you will take the 
subject into your consideration, and apply such measures as your judgment 
may suggest for the security of the dominion and revenue of the province. 
I am sonry that the temper and current of the times compel me to obviate a 
conclusion which might be made one ground of objection by declaring that I 
have not the most distant idea of removing Mr. Bowke, of dimi nishing his 
influence, or of rendering his situation less eligible by any plan which I may 
have in contemplation. If I have furnished an argument against my own 
proposal by not describing the minute detail of it, I must beg leave to observe 
that much of this must be formed on the instant of execution, and will depend 
on circumstances arising out of it ; and that until I have some encouragement 
to expect that the general plan, so far as I have determined it in my own 
breast, will be adopted, I do not know that I have a right to commit deserving 
men, who may be either named, or too plainly indicated by it, to the effects of 
private vengeance from those whose interests would be effected by the pro- 
jected change in case it should not take place. 

I have the honor to be, fee., 

WABBEN HASTINGS. 


Read another letter as follows from the Hon'ble the Governor-General: — • 

To Edwakd Wheleb, Esq., Council, &e.. Fort 'William. 

Lucknow, the 26th May 1784. 

Gentubmek, — I expect that Major Browne wiU arrive with the khillats 
and letters from the TTing to the Nabob Vizier and myself on the 28th, and 
propose, in compliance with the forms of respect prescribed and established for 
such occasions, to advance beyond the city to receive them. W hat changes this 
deputation will make in the situation or determinations of the Prince I cannot 
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say. I conceive none, for devoted as he professes himself in his submission 
to his father, he distinguishes acts done in his name by those who hold the 
rule over him from such as are spontaneously and manifestly his own ; and he 
will scarcely choose to trust himself again in their hands after having . incurred 
so many perils to effect his deliverance, and given them occasion for such 
fliarma as they appear to have received from the apprehension of the conse- 
quences of his flight. 

He has lately expressed much dissatisfaction with his actual situation 
and a desire to retire to Benares. I have rather encouraged than opposed this 
inclination, because his presence here is for many obvious reasons no less 
hurtful to the administration of the province than humiliating to himself ; 
and many useful purposes may be attained in the maturity of time from his 
residence under the protection of our Government, exclusively of the imme- 
diate benefit which the King is likely to derive from the provision of such a 
resource against the worst designs of the men who have possession of his 
person and authority. 

I shall be very unwilling to acquiesce in this proposal of the Prince if he 
shall decidedly make it before I have received your sanction for it, as it will 
be impossible to foresee all the consequences which may happen, or which 
may be suggested to. the opinions of others, as likely to ensue from the idea 
of a connection so established between the Prince and the English nation. 
But he cannot remain here, and if he shall refuse, as he most probably will, 
to return to Delhi, our unkindness may throw him into some other dependency 
of eventual danger to the interests of our Government as the necessity im- 
pelling him will be disgraceful to it. 

These circumstances considered, I request to be favoured with your 
instructions upon the point in question to which I shall strictly conform. 

I have the honor to be, &o., 

■WARREN HASTINGS. 


Agreed that the following reply be immediately sent to the H.on'ble the Governor- 
General 

To the Hon'ble 'Waeeen Hastings, Governor-General, &e. 

Hon’biiE Sib., — We have had the honor to receive your letter of the 2eth 
ultimo, and have attentively considered the question which you have submitted 
to us in respect to the Prince Mirza Jewan Buckt. 

Our letter of the 20th of last month will have acquainted you with our 
hope that you would be enabled to effect the return of the Shahzada to his 
father with safety and credit to the Prince. We not only continue in this hope, 
but beg leave to add to it our most earnest desire that your best efforts may 
be used for that purpose. The many inconveniences to the Company which 
will attend the residence of the Shahzada in any of their territories appear to 
us in such strong colors, that we cannot give our consent to it, and we wish 
it totally to be discouraged. 

We have the honor to be, &c., 

Secbex Department,') 

Port Wieeiam ; > 

The 8th June 1784. J 

Secret Department, 

Wednesday. 

Port William, the 80th June 1784, 

At a Coijnoie, present: 

The Hon’beb Edward Wheeeb, 

John MaoPherson, Esq. 

John Stabees, Esq. 

The Governor-General, absent on a 'tfisif to the Nabob 
Vizier. 
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Read and approved the Proceedings of the 2£nd instant. 

Read another letter as follows from the Hon’ble the Governor-General 

To Edward Whblbr, Esq., Council, &c.. Port William, dated Lucknow, the 13th June 178-i. 

Genxi/EMEN, — I n one of the letters which I had the honor to receive 
from you, both dated the 20th ultimo, you are pleased to write in reply to mine 
of the 2nd, concerning the zemindary of Benares, that “ you shall be 
happy to be made acquainted with my intended plan for the reformation of 
the country,” and that “ you shall readily adopt any checks which I may 
think likely to be effectual for securing the happiness of the people and the 
equal collection and regular payment of the revenue without encroaching 
upon the rights which have been established to the Baja by the agreement 
which I made with him in 1781.** 

I have already observed to you that it was impossible for me to form a 
plan so complete and absolute, but that it would necessarily require some alter- 
ation at the time of its execution ; and I also assigned such reasons as I doubt 
not will have satisfied you of the propriety of my reserving the communica- 
tion of the plan, which I might have to recommend till I had the encourage- 
ment of some assurance from you that it would be favourably received. I 
conceive that the last recited paragraph of your letter conveys to me such an 
assurance ; and upon the strength of it I now write, as I should have written 
rteon the instant receipt of it if I could have found leisure for it, to offer to 
ybu the plan which you require ; and I request that you will not ascribe it to 
impatience that I urge your speedy answer to it for the reasons which I have 
already stated and my own special use in the allotment of the time of my 
return. 

I believe you will find the plan strictly conformable to the engagements 
under which the zemindary is held by the present Baja ; if more is . meant by 
the relative situation of our Government 'to Benares, perhaps you may allude to 
the distance at which the management of the province in detail has been 
hitherto kept from the knowledge of the Board, which satisfied with receiving 
the amount of its stipulated rent has seldom thought proper to interfere in 
its internal administration. In this construction also I have endeavoured to 
conform to your instructions ; the checks which I have prepared being not so 
much intended for the security of the Company’s rent as the faithful adminis- 
tration of the charge held by the representative of the Baja, to whom we owe 
that attention while we preclude him from the direct management and authorize 
an intermediate agency for his behalf. Whenever he shall be qualified to 
execute that charge for himself and fulfil his engagement with the Company, 
I presume that the Board will leave him in the entire and uncontrolled manage- 
ment, but this privilege caimot extend of right to those appointed under him by 
any other authority than his own. 

I beg leave to remind you, gentlemen, that one of the evils which I 
enumerated as resulting from the present administration of the province was 
that the rights of the Baja of Benares, and of course the faith of our Govern- 
ment, which was pledged for their observance, had been utterly disregarded. 
Xou will therefore readily be assured that I shall not “ encroach ** or propose 
anything which will have such a tendency “ on the rights which have been 
established to bim by the agreement made with him in 1781.” 

I now submit the plan to your consideration. It is this 

y 5 ^.__Xhat the Baja be appointed and declared the principal in all 
ofdcial acts of the zemindary ; that he shall sit, as often as he 
shall choose it, in the cutchery ; that on such occasions all ac- 
counts and reports and other official business shall receive his 
inspection, and his name, seal, and signature shall be used for 
the authentication^ of all orders and instruments to which hy 
the custom of his predecessors they were used to be affixed. 
But he is neither to conduct the business himself nor interfere 
in it farther than may be necessary for his instruction, nor 
refuse or delay his authentication pf such papers as shall be 
presented to him. 
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2nd. That Baboo Ajail Sing, the brother of Bamu Gulab Coor, the 

widow of Baja Bui want Sing, be appointed the naib or deputy 
of the Baja, with the entire management and administration 
of the zemindary, and his approbation in the official term 
munzoor shall be added to all instruments to which the Baja’s 
signature is affixed. 

3rd. That Ali Ibrahim Oawn be appointed amin or inspector to assist 

the naib with his advice respecting the formation of the 
settlement, the new appointments of aumils or officers of the 
collections and other important measures relative to the zemin- 
dary, which the naib shall duly report to him for that purpose ; 
and shall transmit to the naib the complaints which shall be 
referred to him by the canongoes in the manner specified in 
the following article. In all the instances premised the amin 
is only to advise but is not to command. The decision is to 
rest solely with the naib, who in the cases of complaints shall 
cause an enquiry to be made into them by one person appointed 
by himself on the part of the Baja, and another by the amin ; 
the judgment to rest as has been before provided with the 
naib only. 

— That the canongoes of every pergana and other division where by 
old custom they have been stationed shall have full charge 
of their offices ; that they shall have access to all mofussil 
papers and take and keep copies of them ; that they shall 
receive and represent complaints from the ryots, and if they 
shall be ill founded, they shall endeavour to pacify the ryots 
and dissuade them from assembling and complaining on frivo- 
lous occasions, but if they shall appear well-founded, they shall 
refer them to the aumils, and in case of the aumils* neglect or 
inattention they shall transmit the same to the amin who 
shall refer them for enquiry as above to the naib. The 
canongoes shall send abstract accounts to the amin who shall 
cause them to be registered and keep them as accomxts of 
perpetual record. 

&th . — That Mr. Bowke shall receive from the Baja and his naib the 
monthly payments of the Company’s revenue in Muahlidar 
rupees and give receipts for each. The Baja and his naib 
shall report to him the names of such aumils as they shall have 
chosen for the management of the districts, the plan formed for 
the settlement of the revenue and other business of conse- 
quence relative to the zemindary. But the aumils shall 
receive their appointment and investiture only from the Baja 
and his naib. If any complaints shall be made to Mr. 
Bowke he shall refer them to the naib, and they shall be 
enquired into and decided in the manner mentioned in the 3rd 
article. When parties of sepoys shall be wanted for any occa- 
sion the Baja and his deputy shall make application to Mr. 
Bowke in writing with the forms above prescribed in the 1st and 
2nd articles, and Mr. Bowke, if he approves of the same, «Tin.n 
accordingly apply to the officer commanding either at Ohunar- 
gur or Baxar, specifying the services required, and in like man- 
ner applicatiolis shall be made by the Baja and his naib to 
Mr. Bowke for the recall of such parties, and for these purposes 
the commanding officers of Ohunargur and Baxar shall be 
ordered to conform literally to his requisitions in the first in- 
stance, but in emergent cases the officers commanding detached 
parties shall receive their instructions from Mr. Bowke, and 
Mr. Bowke shall enter in a book in the order of their dates all 
such applications made to him, and all such official acts done 
by him in consequence, and shall transmit the same every three 
months to the Board. 
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Qth . — ^That tlie Raja and his naib shall establish a cutehery or office of 
treasury for the amdamny or current receipts of revenue, and 
Mr. Rowke and the Amin shall appoint a muttasuddie jointly, 
or one on the part of each, 'who shall sit in the said cutehery and 
keep a separate copy or copies of the accounts, of the daily 
receipts and disbursements. 

7th , — That after payment of the stipulated kists or monthly sums due 
to the Company according to the fixed agreement with the 
Raja, and necessary provision made for the allowances of 
officers and current expences of the collections, the surplus 
shall he appropriated to the private expenses of the Raja, and 
as a fund for the extraordinary expenses of the zemindary, 
such as tuccavy, the repairs of forts and pools and ^kes and 
bridges and other emergent occasions. 

I beg leave to obviate an objection which may occur on the first view of 
this plan, namely, that the power given to the AmiTi is in effect none, since he 
can only inspect and advise without decision or even an authority to suspend 
the execution of any measures which he may disapprove. And his office may 
appear to approach too near to that assigned to the Resident, so as to be at best 
useless and liable to many of the ill consequences which attend a diversity of 
opinion. In truth I do not propose this as a permanent arrangement. The time 
will not admit of it, the constitution of the superior state is yet undetermined. 
I will be answerable for the effect of it as a temporary expedient, for such is 
the opinion entertained of the wisdom and integrity of Ali Ibrahim Oawn, that 
the naib will respect his opinions, and will at least fear to^oommit any gross 
neglect or misdemeanour with such an eye constantly regarding him. The 
present naib has no check and dares to presume upon it even with expressions 
of defiance. The authority given to the Resident will add to the influence of 
the Amin while they are in terms of mutual confidence. It is dangerous to 
commend Mr. Rowke, for his friends, I am sure not with his consent, have 
must imgenerously taken the advantage of former testimonies which I have 
given in his favor to reproach me with them. This shall not induce me to 
withhold the acknowledgment of his real merits on an occasion connected 
with them. I believe him to possess much gentleness of manners and a well- 
cultivated understanding, and therefore well suited to bear his part in a charge 
assigned him with such an assistant as Ali Ibrahim Cawn. 

I hope that neither the present nor any future administration will thi n k 
of comnaitting the inferior detail to the control of a British subject. We 
have already too many English coUeotors in our own dewanny districts. To 
estalslish them in this would be to subvert the rights of the family, to injure 
the revenues, and to loosen the attachment of the ryots which it will be ever good 
policy to conciliate. 

With respect to the character of Ajait Sing, the intended naib, he is 
generally respected and reputed to be well qualified for the office. He is the 
choice of the Raja and the old Rani, and in a charge of such a kind I presume 
that you will allow them a right of choice, if the object of it is in other respects 
rmexceptionable, for if the Raja himself was capable of the management we 
could not with any show of justice transfer it to any other from him. 


litrCKNOW, 

The 13th Jwne 1784 


.1 


I have the honour to be, &o., 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


Mr. Wheler begs leave to pat the following question to the Members of the Board 

Shall the plan submitted to us by the Governor-General for the ooUection 
of the revenues of the zemindary of Benares receive the sanction of this Gov- 
ernment ? 
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Mr. Stables. — I do not wisli to make any alteration for the present in 

the management of the zemindary of 
Mr. Staples’ opinion. Benares, the kists having been regularly 

paid up by the present naih as we are informed by the Resident’s letter of the 
27th ultimo, and no complaint having been made by the Resident against the 
conduct of that naih. 


Mr. MacPherson. — The 

Mr. MacPherson’s opinion. 


present Raja of Benares possesses, I imagine, a 
power from his sunnud to appoint or 
dismiss his own naib, hut the Raja is 


acknowledged or supposed to be incapable of exercising a proper judgement 
in such cases. The present naib was confirmed by this Government in Decem- 
ber 1782, and except in the appearances of oppression which the Governor- 
General saw on his route through Benares, and the complaints then made to 
him by the natives, the members of the Board are uninformed in regard to 
the mal-administration of that naib. He appears to have paid up the Raja’s 
kists regularly, nor has the Resident made any complaints against him. 


The regulations proposed by the Governor- General are stated to be an 
expedient, and he pledges his own responsibility for the success of the arrange- 
ment. In consideration of these assurances on the part of the Governor- 
General, and as it appears from his letter that Ajait Sing is the choice^ of the 
Jiaja and Rani, I shall agree to his appointment with the checks which the 
Governor- General proposes — I mean those of the canongoes and Amin which 
promise a security to the ryot. There appears to me an objection to that part 
of the Governor-General’s first proposition, which declares that the Raja shall 
not refuse or delay his authentication, of such papers, &c., or orders as shall 
be presented to him by the naib. The influence of such a regulation might 
be understood, but the regulation itself should not he publicly declared or 
enforced by our Government. I imagine the naib will always have sufldcient 
influence^ to obtain these sanctions from the Raja, and the consideration that 
this power rests ultimately in the Raja, though he may have little capacity^ 
may be necessary for his protection and consequence. 


Mr. Whelbr. — ^In my minute of the 19th of last month recorded on our 
,, ™ , , . . proceedings of the 20th, I delivered my 

opinion on the reply which I thought 
proper to he given to the Governor-General’s letter of the 2nd April in respect 


Mr. Wheler’s opinion. 


to the condition of the zemindary of Benares. “ I regretted that the Governor- 
General had not communicated to us the plan by which he intended to accom- 
plish the re-formation of the country because the subject would have been then 
completely before us, and' our resolutions on it might have been as instant as 
he wished ; and I proposed that the Govramor- General should be requested to 
lay before us the whole of his intended plan, on receiving which we should 
determine finally on his letter, and if he should conceive that bad consequences 


to the Company or a failure of revenue might ensue from this delay in our 
r^olution that we should give our sanction to the Governor-General for the 
dismission of the present naib, and for the appointment of any person who is 
at present an inhabitant of the eountiy of Benares, whose qualifications are 
suited to the charge, who is known and respected by the people, and whose 
trust' shall be exclusiwely confined to the management of the zemindary to 
succeed to the office now held by Jaggerdeo Sing.” 


In the letter addressed by the Board to the Governor-General on the 20th 
of last month they expressed themselves as follows : — 


“We shall be happy to be made acquainted with your intended plan for 
the reformation of the country, and make no doubt that you will keep in view 
the particular circumstances in which this Government is situated with respect 
toBeimres._ We wish as much as possible to avoid frequent changes in the 
administration of the collections from the consequences which such changes 
must inevitably produce. We shall readily adopt any cheeks which you may 
think likely to be effectual for securing the happiness of the people, and the 
^ual collection and regular payment of the revenue, without encroaching upon 
tti© rights which have been established to the Raja by the agreement which 
you made with bim in 1781. 
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We are muoli concerned at those appearances of oppression which you 
observed in your progress through the zemindary, and wish it may be in the 
power of this Government to apply a sufficient and permanent remedy.” 

The Governor-General has now submitted his plan to our consideration, 
and desires our early decision on it. The B-aja is represented as incapable of 
the management of the zemindary, and the Governor justly observes that if 
he were otherwise, we could not with any show of justice transfer the manage- 
ment of it from him to any other person. BLis incapacity has been long a 
subject of our belief, and it was also known to us that the B.aj was bestowed 
on Baboo Mehipnarain in the year 1781 merely because he was the next 
lineal heir to it. I consider him in the light of a minor zemindar, who has 
the nominal charge of a country by right of inheritance, but as he is not able 
to manage it a dewan or naib is appointed to manage it for him. The office 
of Naib of Benares was given by the Governor-General in 1781 to Boorbijey 
Sing, the father of Baja Mehipnarain. Boorbijey Sing behaved ill and was 
guilty of oppressions, and was therefore removed from the niabut at the end 
of 1782. He was succeeded by Jaggerdeo Sing ; but this man is also repre- 
sented to us by the Governor-General as oppressive, and the Governor-General 
proposes his removal from office. It is true that he has discharged the Baja’s 
kists with regularity, but if the people grieve under his management, and if the 
country is desolated, no time should be lost in removing him, and with him, if 
possible, the evils that are complained of ; and this opinion I deliver at the same 
time that I coincide entirely in that of the Board that we ought to avoid as 
much as possible frequent changes in the administration of revenue collections, 
yet I would not on this principle persist in allowing the continuance of an evil 
reported to us by the first authority, when it is thought that such evil may be 
stopped, because such allowance must ultimately tend to the ruin of the 
country, and in the present instance of a country which has until lately been 
esteemed above every one in India for its fertility. * 

The Governor- General’s plan proposes checks which he informs us are 
** not so much intended for the security of the Company’s rent as the faithful 
administration of the charge held by the representative of the Baja to whom 
we owe that attention, while we preclude him from the direct management 
and authorize an intermediate agency for his behalf but I suppose that the 
Company’s rent cannot be prejudiced by the plan since the Governor does not 
propose diminution of it ; and there is nothing in the spirit of the plan 
which I conceive will have that tendency. It is proposed as a temporary 
expedient, and the Governor declares that he will be answerable for the effect 
of it as such. He has the greatest reliance on the wisdom and integrity of 
Ali Ibrahim Cawn. He acquaints us that the same opinion is universally enter- 
tained of him. Ajait Sing, the person recommended to be the naib in the 
room of Jaggerdeo Sing, is represented to us by the Governor-General to be 
generally respected, and reputed to be well qualified for the ojBfice. We are 
informed that he is the Bani’s brother, and that he is her choice and the choice 
of the Baja. The allotment to the canongoes of the full charge of their offices 
seems to be very proper and well calculated for the happiness of the people. 

I acquiesce, therefore, in the plan, leaving the responsibility for its 
effect as a temporary expedient with the Governor-General, but I agree with 
Mr. MacPherson to an exception of that part of the plan which proposes that 
the Baja “ shall not refuse or delay his authentication of such (proceedings) 
papers as shall be presented to him.’* It may be supposed that this will never 
happen, but we ought not to prescribe what may bear even the construction of 
an injury to the Baja’s rights. 

EDWABD WHEIiBB. 


Besolved that the Governor-General be authorized to carry into execution 
the plan submitted to us in his letter of the 13th instant, the Governor being 
responsible for its effect as a temporary expedient, and an exception being 
made to that part of the 1st article of it which proposes that the Baja sTinll 
not refuse or delay his authentication of such papers as shall be presented to 
Mm. 
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R’oceedings of the Secret Select Oommittee from 6th July to 2iid Septem- 
ber 1784. 


Secret Dept., Port 'William, the 13th July 1784. 

Tuesday. At a CotrNOii., present : 

The Hon’beb Edware Whelee, 

John MaoPherson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

The Geternor- General, absent on a visit to the Nabob Vizier. 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the 6th instant. 

The following report having been delivered by the Accountant-General on the accounts 
lately received from Lucknow, it was circulated, and the opinions of the Members of the 
Board as entered after it were delivered on the question submitted in the report. 


Read the following letter from the Governor-General : — 

Gentlemen, — The Nabob Vizier having finally agreed to the adjustments 
^ .r iu the account current between him and 

Governor- GGiiera»l> June. «i tt i a i t 

the Hon ble Company, as stated by 
Mr. Larkins, the Accountant-General, I have the pleasure to inform you that the 
acting Minister this day presented to me an amended account under the seal of 
the "Vizier, brought up to the 31st of May, which I have delivered to Mr. 
Womb well, the Accountant at this place, to be deposited amidst the records of 
his department. I have also affixed my signature to a similar amount which 
will be deposited among the records of the Vizier’s Government. 


The accounts thus settled and interchanged were drawn out in the Persian 
language, but Mr. Womb well will forward with his official monthly accounts 
an English abstract of the Vizier’s account with the Company from .the Ist of 
Eebruary to the 31st May last, which corresponds with the Persian aecoxmt 
nterchanged betwixt the Vizier and me. 

1 beg leave to apologize to you for the delay which has been made by 
Mr. Wombwell in transmitting to you the monthly accounts as they were de- 
tained from time to time in expectation of this adjustment being completed. 

It is necessary that I should observe that this adjustment is independent 
of the claims what ibhe Vizier has submitted to you on account of his loss by 
batta, and of unauthorized appropriations of his payments to the late Hesident. 
The former of these has been fully represented to you in my letter of the 14th 
instant ; the latter was mentioned in my letter of the 6th April and being now 
under investigation will be more particularly stated to you hereafter. His Ex- 
cellency will submit to your decisions on both these claims, but it is necessary 
that I should here express to you his desire that this adjustment may not be 
considered as precluding his right to any redress of which from the cases them- 
selves you may think him entitled. 


Lhcknow, 

The 20th June 1784. 


} 


1 have the honour to be, &o., 
WAB.HEN HASTINGS. 


P. S . — As the differences which are thus adjusted have been accumu- 
lating for several years, they have of course become involved in a considerable 
degree of intricacy insomuch so that I believe the Vizier and his Ministers 
have acquiesced in admitting our claims more from a spirit of accommodation 
and a refiance on our accuracy formed on a clear comprehension of each article 
than Horn their own conviction of their propriety. I have long made these claims 
a particular object of my attention, and as I have not the smallest doubt of 
their propriety I strongly recommended this adjustment to the Vizier and his 
Ministers; they have acquiesced, but their acquiescence may perhaps be entirely 
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ascribed to my being on the spot, since all the endeavours which we have used 
to effect this adjustment for some years past through the Resident have failed. 
I consider this therefore as an important point gained, both because it sub- 
stantiates claims of the Company to so considerable an amount, and because it 
obviates all future disputes on the subject betwixt us and the Vizier. 

That no similar source of dispute may hereafter arise I have directed Mr. 
Womb well to adjust and settle his accounts at the end of every month with the 
acting Minister of the Vizier, and to interchange them under their respective 
seals and signatures. 


Read the following letter from the Hon'^ble the Governor- General 

GsKTiiEMBN, — When I first received a copy of the treaty of peace concluded 
between Tippoo Sultan and the Commissioners from Fort St. George, amongst 
other defects which I observed in it, and which I have already particularly pointed 
out to you, I regretted the total omission of the names of the Peishwa and Maha- 
daji Scindia. Ton will remember, gentlemen, that in the month of October last, 
Mahadaji Scindia wrote in a peremptory style to Tippoo Sultan requiring him to 
comply with the terms of peace settled by him in the 9th Article of the Treaty 
of Salbey. He at the same time entered into a conditional treaty with our Resi- 
dent, in which a general plan of hostilities was sketched out to be carried on by 
the joint powers of the English and Mahratta States in case of Tippoo Sultan’s 
refusal. And to encourage Mahadaji Scindia in his zeal to enforce the terms he 
had prescribed to Tippoo, and also to secure his effectual co-operation, in case 
the result of the negotiation should prove a renewal of the war, expectations 
were given him of his being supported by a body of our troops. 

It was nearly about the same time that these negotations were passing in 
Seindia’s camp that the Deputies proceeded from Fort St. George to treat with 
Tippoo Sultan. This measure, although it took place contrary to our inclinations 
and against our repeated refusal to allow it, yet having been undertaken with 
the sanction of recent orders from home, compelled us to depart in a degree 
from our first resolution, and the apprehension of thwarting its effects deterred 
us from advancing any further in the steps that we had concerted with Scindia. 
It appears, however, that Mahadaji Scindia was on his part steadily pursuing the 
plan which had been formed. He wrote letters to Tippoo, and to give them their 
necessary weight, he prevailed on the Peishwa’s Ministers to march a grand 
army of Mahrattas towards Tippoo’s frontiers and when he found that the situ- 
ation of our affairs would not admit of our fulfilling the expectation given him 
of troops from this quarter, he readily listened to the suggestion of our Resident 
to apply for a body of our troops from Bombay, and we know that the Peishwa 
did apply accordingly. 

Whilst matters were in this state peace was concluded through a separate 
channel, and the Mahrattas, after having manifested to the world the decided 
part they had taken, were left exposed to the consequence of Tippoo’s resent- 
ment, since the treaty was settled without any provision for them, or even 
allusion to them, although the peace itself was dependent on the treaty with 
Scindia, and was in a great measure, if not absolutely, the effect of their vigorous 
interposition. 

Under these circumstances I could not help apprehending that Scindia 
wouM feel himself severely mortified on receiving information of the manner 
in which the treaty had been concluded. I thought it necessary, therefore, to 
reconcile it to him, as far as I possibly could by writing a letter to him upon the 
occasion, in which, after declaring that the treaty was in every respect conform- 
able to that of Salbey, I endeavoured to make up for the inattention which 
had been shown to his Government in the form of the treaty, by ascribing to 
him and the Mahratta State that degree of merit in the completion of it which 
I thought was simply their due. The accompanying extract of a letter from 
Mr. James Anderson, dated the 28th April, in which he recites the substance of 
a conversation that he held before the arrival of my letter with Bhow Bucksey 
on the subject of the new peace, will shew that my apprehensions were not 
without foundation. From the subsequent correspondence of that gentleman I 
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learned that my letter was received in the most favourable manner. Scindia felt 
that some declaration of this kind was necessary not only to preserve the con- 
sequence of the Mahratta Government in the eyes of its neighbours from 
being diminished by the inattention shewn towards it by the Deputies from 
Port St. George, hut also to justify himself to the Ministers of his superior for 
having led them into measures which, whatever might have been their effect 
with regard to the English Government, had been attended with no honour to the 
Mahratta State, and threatened to involve it in a war with Tippoo, of which 
the first movements were produced by a plan concerted with us, and our partici- 
pation in it assured under a new engagement, but which they were now left 
to conduct by themselves. So strongly was Scindia impressed with these ideas 
that he thought it necessary to desire that a similar declaration should be given 
to him by the Board, and although he appeared at first satisfied with the ob- 
jections which were made by Mr. James Anderson on the grounds of its being 
contrary to the forms of our constitution which prescribed that all correspond- 
ence with the princes of India should be carried on through the Governor- 
General singly, yet conceiving that he might still have this point at heart I 
authorised Mr. Anderson to inform him, if it should be necessary, that although it 
was not exactly agreeable to the custom of the English Government, yet in 
order to remove every ground of dissatisfaction, and to restore his credit at Poona, 
I would recommend it to the Board to authorise me to send him in their name 
a written declaration to the same effect as that contained in my letter to him. 
Mr. James Anderson accordingly mentioned this to Mahadaji Scindia, who re- 
ceived it with the highest satisfaction, and his Minister, Bhow Bucksey, who 
lately arrived here on a deputation of friendship from his masters, has since re- 
minded me of it. I have in consequence taken the liberty of submitting to you 
the accompanying form of a letter to be written by me to Mahadaji Scindia, in 
the name and under the authority of the Board, if it shall obtain your sanc- 
tion, which I earnestly solicit, as it appears to me, and I hope it will appear to 
you, a measure equally just and expedient. 

I shall hereafter have occasion to enter more fully into the subject of the 
conferences I have held with Bhow Bucksey since his arrival at this place. In 
the mean time it is with pleasure I remark to you that everything which has 
lately passed either betwixt Mahadaji Scindia himself and our Resident at his 
camp, or in the conferences which I have held with his Minister, Bhow Bucksey, 
at this place, uniformly tend to manifest a strong disposition to cultivate and 
strengthen the friendship and connection established betwixt him and the 
English Government. 

It is in some degree foreign to the present subject, yet I cannot refrain 
from imparting to you the pleasing satisfaction which I myself feel in observ- 
ing the great and evident change that has within these few years taken place 
with regard to our Government in the opinions and dispositions of the prin- 
cipal powers of Hindustan. We seem now to have regained our proper weight 
in the political system, and the neighbouring States, who formerly shrunk from 
our advances, are eager to participate in our views, and to connect their interests 
with ours. 


Luokitow, 

The 26th June 17S4. 


} 


I have the honor to he, &c., 
WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 2nd October to 28th 

December 1784. 


Fort William, the 2nd October 1784. 

At a OOTJNOIIi, PRESENT : 

The Hon’beb Edward Wheder, Esq. 

John MaoPhbrson, Esq. 

The Governor-General, absent on a visit to the Nabob Vizier. 
Mr. Stables, absent on the river for. the benefit of his health. 
Bead and approved the Proceedings o£ the 2nd ultimo. 


Etjcknow, the 2oth August 1781. 

To— Edward Whelbe, Esq., &e.. Council, Fort William. 

Gentlemen, — Soon after I had the honor to receive your letter of the 11th 
of May the Acting Minister of the Tizier laid before me a copy of a Persian 
account which he had received from Mr. Bristow explaining in what manner 
the sum of Rs. 14,01,508-3-2 had been appropriated, being the amount which 
I informed you in my letter of the 5th of April the Vizier alleged had not been 
brought to his credit in the Company’s account, although it had been collected 
by Mr. Bristow from his aumils during the first month of the present Fuslee 
year 1191, or from the month of September 1783 to 31st January 1784. 

Of this account I have now the honor to send yon a translation (No. 1), 
from which you will observe that Mr. Bristow acknowledges that, independent 
of the money which he had brought to the Company’s account, he had collected 
in rupees of different sorts 13,88,195-2-0 which, accordingly to his method of 
stating the batta, produced Sicca Rs. 11,41,729-15-0 ; that he had appropriated to 
various articles of expenditure Rs. 10,82,641-16-0 ; and the balance being 
rupees 59,187-15-3 is still unaccounted for ; but Mr. Bristow in a note which is 
subjoined to the account says that this sum had also been expended, though 
as the particulars of the disbursements had not then been received from 
Lucknow he was obliged for the present to state it as a balance unaccounted 
for, and that a particular account of the expenditure should afterwards be 
sent. 

The acting Minister informed me at the same time, that the Vizier was 
not satisfied with this account, and intimated his intention of submitting to me 
an exposition of it. He has accordingly delivered to me an account contain- 
ing remarks on that of Mr. Bristow, and I have now the honor to send you 
a translation of it (No. 2). From this account you will observe that the Vizier 
states the amount collected at nearly the same sum as Mr. Bristow, being rupees 
of sorts, 14,01,722-14-10^, which, according to his method of calculating the 
batta, produces Sicca Rs. 13,30,191-4-4^. That he adinits in part of the 
expenses charged by Mr. Bristow Rs. 8,79,649-1-8, and that the balance which 
he claims as due to him from that gentleman is Rs. 4,50,642-2-8^. 

The Nabob Vizier expects and requires our assistance for the recovery of 
this balance from Mr. Bristow : in fact it is a claim against the Company, for 
as Mr. Bristow collected the money in virtue of his appointment as Agent of 
the Company, it is certainly incumbent on this Government to afford the Vizier 
redress without leading him to procure it from Mr. Bristow as an individual. 
The particulars of which this claim is composed are fully stated in the Vizier’s 
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accounts, and except the article of batta. Its. 1,74,933-9-1, and the excess in the 
ooEection of Khyragur Rs. 13,527-12-3^ which are explained in nay letter of the 
14th June, none of them seem to require explanation. I shall not therefore offer 
you any comments upon them. The state of this transaction is now fully before 
you, but whatever satisfaction you may think it necessary to afford to the Vizier, 
the conduct of Mr. Bristow in respect to the Company must still be a subject 
of consideration. I will in this place merely recite the facts. Mr. Bristow was 
appointed Resident on behalf of the Company with the Vizier, and one of the 
duties of his appointment was to receive the subsidy and recover the balance 
due from the Vizier to the Company. In virtue of this appointment he 
collected from September 1783 to the end of January 1784 rupees of sorts 
33,98,569-14-2. But although the experiences and distresses of the Company 
at that time were such as to threaten our very existence, Mr. Bristow, instead 
of bringing this sum to the credit of his employers, for whose account it was 
collected, appropriated without their authority Rs. 13,88,196-2 to the payment of 
expenses which were not incurred on account of this Government and which 
had at no time received its sanction. 

These are ^ indubitable facts, and they will perhaps be considerably 
aggravated if it shall appear from what has already been said that these sums 
were disbursed without the orders or even the knowledge of the Vizier who 
thought he had liberally admitted a very considerable part of these charges, 
certainly at first expected that the whole amount collected should have been 
brought into the Company’s account in part payment of his debt amounting at 
that period to upwards of seventy lakhs of rupees. 

I have the honor to be, 

Gbntubmbn, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
WARREN HASTINGS. 


Ordered that Mr. Bristow be required immediately to account with the 
Vizier for the balance claimed by His Highness, to explain by whose authority 
he disbursed^ money collected for the Company’s use, and appropriated to 
purposes which are stated not to have received the sanction of this Government 
or that of the Vizier, and that he be further called upon to explain why he has 
not nitnerto given any- satisfaction to the Board on the points referred to hin> 
for exptonation from the former letters of the Governor-General of 14th June 
and 13th August. 


E. WHELER. 

JOHN MacPHERSON. 


Secret Itept., Port WiUiam, the 8th October 1784. 

Eriday. At a. CouNcm, thesbnt i - 

The Hon’bbb Ebwaed Whebeb, Esq-. 

J OHN MacPhebson, Esq. 

The Governoe-Genebai,, absent on a visit to the Nabob Wimor. 

Mb. Stabebs, absent on the river for the benefit of hi^ heaUh, 
Read and approved the Proceedings of the 2nd imstent. 
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Mu. Whelbu having gone to Suksagur for the benefit of his health, and Mu. MacPheuson 
having accompanied him to that place, the following letter and enclosures from the Governor- 
General are now read : — 


Benabes, the 20th September 1784. 
To— Edwaud WHELBa, Esq., &c.. Council, Fort William. 

GentIjBMBN, — I avail myself of the first leisure •which has been afforded 
^ ... , o ^ since my departure from liuckno-w to 

advise you of the progress and close of 
my proceedings at that capital, and the state of your claims on the Nabob 
Vizier. 


You will be pleased to recollect that on the 27th of December last the 
Board agreed to the removal of Mr. Bristow and to the suspension of his ofiSce, 
upon the express conditions that the Nabob Vizier woiold engage to discharge 
the whole amount of his arrears and growing debt to the Company ,m the 
course of that and the ensuing Fuslee year ending on the 20th August 1786 ; 
that he would produce the security of creditable shroffs for the same ; and that 
I would bear the whole responsibility for the rectitude of the measure. That 
these conditions having been performed, and the Nabob having further solicited 
the aid of my presence at Lucknow for the confijmiation of his authority, and for 
the construction of such arrangements as might be necessary to ensure the com- 
plete execution of his engagements, I ■with the authority, of the Board departed 
from the Presidency on the 17 th of February and arrived at Lucknow on the 
27th of the month ensuing. 

I fo'uad the season of collection already past, and a long interval approaching 
of total inertion. This was a circumstance which I should have much regretted 
had I sought only to gain an ostensible credit from the instant acquisition of 
large payments on my first outset. But my objects were of a more perma- 
nent kind, and, if I may be allowed to apply such a term to acts reflective 
on my own credit, of a more liberal principle. These objects were three-fold : 
first to obtain the complete discharge of the arrears and gro'wing debt of the 
Nabob Vizier to the Company within the stipulated period of the ensuing year; 
secondly, to assist in putting his finances in such a state as should enable him 
with ease to acquit himself of the fixed monthly engagements as they became 
due, and to possess a sufficiency in reserve for the necessary claims of his own 
administration ; and the third, and not least essential to the interests and 
honor of our Government, to fix him in the independent possession of his 
own dominion, by precluding as the consequence of the two former, every plea 
for the exercise of a double authority in the interference of a British Agent. 

TTpon the same principle 1 applied the sums which the last scanty pay- 
ments of the colleotions, and the voluntary contribution of Almass Ally Oawn 
enabled the Acting Minister to pay into your treasury at Lucknow, to the 
discharge of the heavy arrears due, and running on with the hazard of the 
most licentious consequences, to the brigade, and other divisions of the army 
stationed within these pro-vinces, in remittances to Bombay made with your 
express concurrence, and in official disbursements, not unaware of the distresses 
which the commerce of the presidency sustained from the scarcity of current 
specie, nor of the eoldt which I might have personally derived from a transport- 
ation of the whole or a large portion of the amount in treasure to Calcutta. I 
should have suppressed this intimation, which is foreign from the immediate 
purpose of this letter, had it not been privately suggested to me that I had 
disappointed the popular expectation by not adopting the policy which I had 
on the conception of better grounds rejected. 

The points which solicited my earliest attention were the formation of the 
settlement of the approaching year, and the retrenchment of expenses. The 
latter, a work in itself of great delicacy and obstruction, depended essentially 
on the former, and that on contingencies vtffiich imposed on me the mortifica- 
tion of suffering a long and indefinite term to ^ss in suspense and inaction before 
it could possibly be undertaken. The public revenue had declined with the failure 
of the cultivation in three successive y^rs, .and all the stores of grain which 
the provideaaoe of the husbandman had, as I am informed it is their custom, 
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in defiance of the -vigilance of their aumil, clandestinely reserved for their own 
use, were of course exhausted ; and another year of dearth, which the habit of 
repeated disappointment had taught the people to expect, would have proved 
no less fatal to the population than to the actual collections. In this state 
of apprehension no man of credit would accept of a charge of the collections on 
positive engagement. It was therefore necessary to wait the commencement 
of the season in which the rains usually fall before any steps could he taken 
in the ensuing settlement ; nor was it till the 10th of July that the rain began 
to -fan. From that date to the close of the last month it has been almost inces- 
sant ; and the expectations of all men are raised to the production of a more 
abundant harvest than any that has been known in the course of many past 
years. The Minister aided by this providential blessing has concluded a settle- 
ment with men whom he has reported to me to have been selected for superior 
knowledge and responsibility, and whom I believe generally to merit his report 
of them, for a period of five, and some of six years, on an increasing jumma, 
vis . ; — ■ 


Jumma 1192 Fuslee • 

• 

■a 


• 

Bs. 

. a,a0,65,639 

a. 

13 

p- 

0 

1193 



• 

« 

• 

. 2,44,50,504 

6 

8 

1194 


• 

• 

• 

* 

. 2,66,06,326 

6 

3 

1195 

9P • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. 2,87,11,826 

6 

3 

1196- 

• 

• 

« 

• 

• 

. 8,06,93,035 

10 

9 


The enclosure No. 1 contains an estimate taken at a large allowance of the 
whole of the Nabob’s debt for the year 1192, and No. 2, the provision made and 
agreed for the complete discharge of it by monthly kistbundy or instalments. ■ 

Though it is unnecessary to enter into a detail of my transactions, since 
these have no other relatiori to the interests of the Company than in their final 
effect, yet there is one condition of the settlement of which you ought to be 
apprized, as it essentially connects the confirmation of the settlement itself with 
the interests of the Company. The aumils demanded that a clause should be 
inserted in their engagements that they were to he in full force for the complete 
term of their leases provided that no foreign authority was exercised over them ; 
or, in other words, that their engagements were to cease whenever they should 
he interrupted in their functions by the interference of an English Agent. This 
requisition was officially notified to me hy the Acting Minister, and referred to 
me in form hy the Nabob Vizier for my previous consent to it. I encouraged it, 
and I gave my sanction to it. For the particulars of this transaction I refer 
you to my correspondence with the Nabob Vizier upon the subject in the enclo- 
sure No. 3. 

The account No. 4 comprizes the state of the Nabob Vizier’s debt at the 
close of the last year, and completes the information which I have possessed to 
communicate of the state of this concern. From this account you will observe 
that the Nabob Vizier has fulfilled his engagement down to the time of my 
departure from liucknow, and that the balance due from him to the Company, 
which at the end of January last stood in the books of the Accomptant-G^erai 
of Fort 'William at Company Rs. 72,95,666-4-7 was reduced at the end of August 
to Sicca Rs. 38,44,930-0-9, including the sum of Sicca Rs. 19,00,441-11-5 
charged to the Nabob’s debit in conformity to the books of the Accomptant- 
Generah 

In the estimate No. I, I have struck out the charge of the detachment com- 
manded by Colonel Sir J ohn Cummings from the 1st of January 1786, the Nabob 
having a second time remonstrated against its continuance, both as being unneces-; 
sary, and a burthen which the impoverished state of his revenue could not bear, 
and therefore required that it should be whoUy withdrawn. I have for these 
reasons given my assent to it, and have left a written order to that effect in the 
hands of Major Palmer, to be transmitted to Colonel Cummings as soon as an 
adequate force shall have been provided for the defence of that frontier by 
detachment from the Nabob’s own battalions. The relief, whenever it takes 
place, may lead to a saving in our own expenses by the iurther reduction of 
the aiany^ for I must revert on this occasion to the opinion which I have had 
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occasion more tlian once before to declare that the Company will gain nothing 
by the continuance of the detachment at the Nabob’s charge in its present 
station, since he has not the means of defraying it ; and whether it remains on 
the accounts of the Company, or be continued to swell the Nabob’s with an 
accumulating debt which he cannot pay, its effect on the Company’s fnnds 
will prove the same, while it holds out a deception to the public, and furnishes 
a plea for the future usurpation of the sovereignty of the country, and the 
private embezzlement of its treasure. 

In the other disbursements of the Nabob Vizier, both personal and public, 
considerable savings have been made : but these would have proved insuflBcient 
to fulfil the Nabob’s engagements without other expedients. The Begums 
and the Nabob Salar Jung, to whom their jaghirs have been restored, conform- 
ably to the Company’s orders, and more so to the inclinations of the Nabob 
Vizier, who went to Fyzabsid for the express purpose of making a respectful 
tender of them in person to the Begums, have made a voluntary concession of a 
large portion of their respective shares ; and the Nabob Saadut Ally Cawn has 
been required to submit, but I will not say voluntarily, to a tax of one lakh of 
his allotted income, not so much for the increase which so small a sum would 
make to the public treasury as to preclude the just cause of offence which 
might have been taken at his being partially exempted. The Ministers have in 
like manner contributed their share of relief by the resignation of three-fourths 
of their ressom or commission of ofidce. The like concession was made by them 
in the adjustments of the last year’s accounts, to the amount of seven lakhs 
deducted from the full sum of their commission, which was 9,98,619 rupees. 
In both instances the sacrifice was entirely spontaneous, and even unsolicited. 
The difference which yet remained to complete the payments of the year has 
been provided for by an accommodation with the Shroffs, and may be considered 
as an anticipation of the next year’s income, which, if the system which has 
been thus far happily established remains unmolested, it will easily bear. 

I have singular pleasure in adding that I have received the strongest 
assurances from the Nabob himself of his determination to abide by the late 
arrangement ; and have equal ground to expect every degree of support which 
can be given to it by the influence of the first characters of his family, who are 
all warmly and zealously interested in the event of it. 

To conclude : I have thus far attained the objects of my mission, and 
provided in the means and course of one year for the complete discharge of a 
debt which has been the accumulation of many, notwithstanding the 
difficulties which I have had to surmount, in the lasting effects of the failure 
of the natural rains in the three preceding years, and what is still worse, from 
causes which created a total suspension of all the springs of Government during 
the course of the last. 

I reserve my final report and other observations upon it to the period of 
my departure from this place. 

I have already advised you of my departure from Bucknow on the 27th 
ultimo. The Nabob Vizier accompanied me some stages of my journey by land, 
and was with difficulty dissuaded from proceeding with me to Benares, having 
provided boats for his conveyance. The Prince is here, and will, I fear, prove 
a cause of my detention beyond the term required by the settlement of this 
province, which you have been pleased to entrust to my charge, and of which 
little remains to complete it. Nor will this delay be wholly unserviceable to 
my late transactions at Liucknow, as I am still near enough to attend to the first 
effects of their execution, and to interpose my infl.uenoe for the removal of 
any obstructions to which they are or may be Hable. But I do not apprehend 
that my stay will exceed the middle of next month. 

I have the honor to be. 
Gentlemen, 
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Your most obedient humble servant, 
WABUEN HASTINGS. 
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Received SSth August 1784. 

From — His Highness the Nabob Vizier, 

To — ^The Hon-’ble the Governor-General. 

( Usual i/ntroductionS) 

The former circumstances of my loss of authority, the power of the Eng- 
lish gentlemen over the aumils of my Government, the derangement of my 
country, and the disorder which on these accounts had pervaded the whole of 
my affairs have been ftdly evident. No one had an opportunity of regulating 
my country, and my ofBcers endured various injuries and false accusations 
under constant dread for their honor. Tou have now from your bounty and 
Iri-rulTiPisg restored to me my authority over my country, and in this short period 
of time the ease and security of the pubic and the anmils, and the order which 
has taken place in my country, are fully evident. You have yourselves beheld 
and from your own bounty every one passing his time in honor, reputation, and 
satisfaction, each day as a festival and each night as a rejoicing. The revenues 
have been paid with that exactness, that not an instant of delay has occurred. 
Now that a plan of settlement for the country and the arrangement of affairs 
for five years has taken place, the aumils from remembrance of former 
injuries request from me satisfactory assurances, observing that if there shall 
be no interference of the gentlemen, and the autlaority and power of the Sirkar 
remain fixed, they will with satisfaction of mind engage in the business of the 
Sirkar, the arrangement of the country, and making good the revenues of Gov- 
ernment, but if, as formerly, they shall be troubled by the interference of 
gentlemen, the conduct of affairs and arrangement of the country cannot be 
effected by them. Accordingly I have sent you a copy of the request written 
by all the aumils and the assurances of satisfaction they demand from me. 
It will arrive inclosed in this letter. Order in my affairs has by the divine 
blessing and your kindness taken place, and I hope in future further favors 
from you. I am every way ready to pay the money of the Company in the 
manner which has been settled. By God*s help it shall be paid and no devi- 
ation occur. Eor the satisfaction of the aumils, I will do as you may direct. 
Tou will from your kindness have in view, that if any usurpation of my autho- 
rity shall again happen, the plan which has in your own presence been estab- 
lished for the regulation of my country, will be ruined and the aumils will 
one and all retire from employment. In such a case I shall be helpless and 
must come with my family to Calcutta. 

{Concludes as usual.) 


Sowal of Almass Aiiy Cawx and the other aumils of the Government of the Nabob Vizier 
al Momalie Assoph-ttl-Dowla Bahadur, as enclosed in his letter of the 7th of Showal 
or 25tli of August 1784. 

Eormerly the English gentlemen behaved to us in such a manner, without 
cause or fault on our sides, that there was no leisure for us to manage the 
country with satisfaction. Such severities and false accusations were used 
towards us that we were in constant dread for our honors and lives. Erom 
Your Highness our sovereign’s loss of authority, being helpless, we had resolved 
in order to save our lives and honor on retiring from employment. 

Now that by the divine blessing and the bounty of the Governor-General, 
Mr. Hastings, the authority of Tour Highness in the country is re-established* 
we have agreed, according to Tour Highness’ orders, to an arrangement of the 
country for five years. By the divine blessing and Tour Highness’ auspices, 
the country will be settled in a proper manner and flourish, and ihe* revenues 
of the Sirkar be paid. We dread lest hurt should again happen to Tour High- 
ness’ authority, and that of the gentlemen take place. In such case the 
management of the country cannot be undertaken by us. We will then retire 
from employment and attend in menial services, as becomes our duty, on Tour 
Highness, We hope from Your Highness’ goodness and benevolence that 
satisfactory assurances on this point wiU be superscribed by Tour Highness. 
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Despatched 2.6th August 1784. 

From — ^The Hon’ble the Governor- General, 

To — His Highness the Nabob Vizier. 

( Usual introduction.') 

Your gracious letter intimating the “ correction of past disorders and. the 
restoration of the affairs of your Government in so short a space of time owing 
to the establishment of Xour Highness’ authority, the ease of the public and 
the satisfaction of the aumils, confirmed in such a manner that the revenues 
have been paid without trouble, also that now as a plan for the regulation of 
the country and. settlement of affairs for five years has taken place, the aumils, 
looking back to former injuries, want assurances from Xour Highness, so that 
if the infl.uence of English gentlemen shall not prevail and the authority of 
Xour Highness remain fixed, they may with satisfaction of heart engage in 
managing their countries and making good the revenues of the Sirkar, with a 
copy of the request of all the aumils to one effect, which they have presented 
to Xour Highness ” having made its gracious arrival, informed me fully on 
every point. 

I regard the welfare of Xour Highness’ house and the payment of the 
Company’s debt prior to every other object. As Xour Excellency has given a 
written agreement and kistbundy for the payment of the Company’s money, 
use your endeavors to pay it accordingly — set your mind at ease on every point — 
and give assurances satisfactory to your aumils, that in case of the payment 
of the Company’s debt agreeable to the stipulated engagements, there never can 
happen the most trifling innovation on this plan and settlement or on Xoxu 
Highness* authority. No difference can in any way happen which I have 
already written to you before. 

( Usual eonclttsion.) 


Secret Dept., Eort William, 1st November 1784. 

Monday. At a Oottnoiij, present: 

The Hon’ble John MacPhbbson. 

The Hon’bee the Governor-Geneeal, absent on a visit to the 
Nabob Vizier, 

Mr. Stabees, absent on the river for the benefit of his health, 

Head and approved the Proceedings of the 8th instant. 


Bead the following letter from the Governor-General : — 

Benares, the 1st October 17S4. 
To — Edwabd Whbler, Esq., and Coancil, Fort William. 


Gentbemen, — Whilst I was employed in settling the accounts betwixt the 
_ - , , i * V Company and the Vizier, one circum- 

Governof- General, 1st Octoroer. , ^ ^ 

stance escaped my attention, wnion I think 
worthy of consideration. I mean the hardship which the Vizier sustains from 
the army subsidy being kept up at its original rate although the number of 
troops employed by us for the defence of his dominions has been greatly 
reduced. That you may have the subject folly before you I vriU beg leave to 
recite the progressive arrangements whiifii have been made relative to the 
subsidy. 

In the treaty concluded betwixt the late Nabob Shujah-ul-Dowlah and my- 
self at Benares in September 1773, it waa settled that when the Vizier bad 
occasion to demand the aid of our troops he should pay for the expense of a 
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brigade 2,10,000 rupees of tbe Oude currency per month ; this was grounded 
on an accurate estimate of the actual expense, and it was particularly specified 
that a brigade should consist of two battalions of Europeans, six battalions of 
sepoys, and one company of artillery. The number of sepoys which according to 
our establishment at that time formed a battalion was 640, so that the whole 
number of sepoys of which a brigade ought to have consisted was 3,240. 

The rate of the subsidy was afterwards raised by a subsequent treaty with 
Assoph-ul-Dowlah from 2,10,000 to 2,60,000 rupees per month, but without any 
alteration being made respecting the number of troops. 

In September 1781, when I met the Vizier at Ohunar, an alteration had 
taken place in our establishment and instead of battalions of 640 men our 
brigades were composed of regiments of 1,000. It was then stipulated between 
the Vizier and me that he should pay for no more troops than the number of 
European infantry, artillery, and sepoys agreed for under the title of one brigade 
with the late Nabob Shujah-ul-Dowlah, with one additional regiment at Eucknow 
for tbe protection of the ofldoe of the Resident for which a separate payment was 
to be made of Rs. 25,000. According to this agreement, which continues in 
force, the number of sepoys stationed in the Vizier’s provinces ought to be as 
follows : — 


Sepoys. 

Number stipulated for on account of tbe old subsidy . . . S,84i0 

Additional regiment . . . . . ' . . . 1,000 

Total . 4,840 


The force actually maintained for some time after the execution of the above 
agreement consisted of five regiments at Cawnpoor and at Eucknow, composed 
of 1,000 men each, so that the Vizier had in fact a greater number of men during 
that period than the quota stipulated. 

But when a general reduction of our army took place on the conclusion of 
peace, each regiment was reduced from 1,000 to 700 men, and the force in native 
troops which has since been and still continues in Oude is only as follows : — 

Sepoys. 

Five Begiments at Cawnpoor of 700 each .... 8,500 

1 Do. at Lucknow ....... 700 


Total . 4,200 


So that the Nabob has olily 4,200 of our sepoys instead of 4,840. The defi- 
ciency being 640, is exactly equal to- the number which composed a battalion 
on the former establishment, and only 60 less than one of our present regiments. 

Neither the Vizier nor any of his Ministers have ever mentioned to me 
this deficiency, but it is not the less our duty to take it into consideration. In 
all our adjustments of accounts with the Vizier for many years back, we 
have been regulated by the strictest regard to justice, and the Vizier on his 
part has on every occasion relied most implicitly on our justice as well as on the 
accuracy of our Accomptant-General. Eet us then confirm that confidence 
which is so happily reposed in us by pointing out mistakes even although we 
must be losers by correcting them. ' 

It will perhaps be alleged that although the number of sepoys is less, the 
expense incurred by us for our troops at Oa-wnpoor is greater than it was at 
the time when the treaty was made with Shujah-ul-Eowlah, which has continued 
the basis of all subsequent agreements. And further that although the number 
of sepoys is less, the number of staff and officers is greater. It may also be 
aRegM that although the force at Cawnpoor since the reduction has been less 
than what is prescribed by treaty, yet before that fof a considerable time it 
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Tvas greater. But these arguments are in fact groundless for the Nabob 
might with truth reply that he has no concern with our arrangements, that it 
is the number and not the expense of our troops which is specified in the 
treaty, and that it is the number of sepoys not of oflBLcers and staff which forms 
their effective strength. That if the number of our sepoys was greater before 
the reduction than_ was prescribed by the treaty, it was occasioned by an act of 
our own, and not in consequence of his request, and that if we were to proceed 
on such rigid principles with him he might with equal justice swell his pleas 
by pointing out the deficiencies in our corps of European infantry and artillery, 
the former of which has never at any time consisted of half of its proper com- 
plement. In speaking of the troops stationed with the Vizier I have confined 
myself to the brigade at Cawnpoor and regiment at Eucknow without taking 
notice of the force under Sir John Gumming, at Euttyghur, because it forms 
rather a temporary detachment thau a regular standing army, although I must 
observe that as a similar reduction has taken place in the regiments of which it 
was composed without any diminution being admitted of the subsidy which was 
settled for defraying the expense of it, an a&itional argument may be deduced 
from it to shew that the Vizier has a right to some redress fi'om our Goverh- 
ment. 

As the easiest and most equitable method of reconciling our present 
arrangements to strict justice, I would recommend that the regiment at 
Lucknow should be again included under the troops for which the original 
subsidy was settled ; that credit should be given to the Vizier in our accounts 
for the amount of the subsidy with which he has been separately charged for 
that regiment from the time of the reduction ; and that to entitle us to receive 
this separate subsidy in future an additional regiment should be sent up to 
Cawnpoor, which will restore matters as nearly as our present establishment 
will admit to the footing of the treaty, and will render the force at Cawnpoor 
a respectable army fully adequate to the defence of the western frontier. 

I have the honor to be, 

Gentlemeit, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
WARREN HASTINGS, 


Ordered that the foregoing letter lie for the consideration of a fuller 
Board. 


Secret Dept., Eort William, the 23rd November 1784. 

Tuesday. At a Cotjnoie, eeesent : 

The Hon’blb Wabrbn Hastings, Oovernor- General, 'President. 
John MaoBhbrson, Esq. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Head and approved the Proceedings of the 11th instant. 


Read the following letter and enclosures from the Governor-Geiieral : — 

Benares, the 21st October 1784. 

To John MacPheeson, Esq., Council, Fort William. 


Gentlemen, — Some weeks before my departure from Lucknow I issued 

orders to Mr. Eowke, Ally Ibrahim Cawn, 
Raja Myhipnarain, and Baboo Ajaib Sing 

6* P. .D. 
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to carry into execution the plan which I had formed with yoUr appro- 
bation for the administration of the Government and revenues of this pro- 
Vince On my arrival therefore at this place on the 12th of September I found 
that the new arrangements had already taken effect* that a considerable progress 
been made in forming the mofussil settlement, and consequently that there 
remained little for me to do except to receive the Raja’s kistbundy, to con- 
firm bv the sanction of my authority the measures already adopted, and to give 
solidity to the system of administration newly established by habituating the 
members of it under my own inspection to the exercise of the duties of theis 
respective stations. But as the political negotiations impending at Agra, 
and the recent arrangements in the Province of Oude, seemed to require my 
presence in this part of the country for some time longer, I was desirous of 
employing the intermediate period in examining more minutely the state of 
this province, and enquiring into the causes jirhich, independent of the oppres- 
sion of its late ruler, had tended to promote either its prosperity or declension, 
and in proportion as I should discern circumstances having one^ or other of 
these tendencies, it was my intention to have taken measures for improving, or 
obviating them. 

In the midst of these pursuits the melancholy intelligence which I 
yesterday received from Calcutta imposes upon me a necessity superior to 
every other consideration of immediately returning to my place at the Board, 
and I am obliged to bring my proceedings here to an abrupt conclusion. 

I have the honor to lay before you a translation of the kistbundy which 
was this day executed by Raja Myhipnarain for the amount of his annual 
tribute to the Company for the present Puslee year 1192. It corresponds 
with those of former years in respect to the sum total, but differs in the 
proportions or kists stipulated for each month. In the kistbundy which was 
settled with me by the Raja in 1781 a very heavy payment was^ reserved for 
the latter months. This was an indulgence which the Raja pressingly 
solicited for that year, and it was necessary at that particular time when 
the country was just emerged from a state of universal rebrilion, and when the 
credit and authority of the new Government were still imperfectly established, 
although the season for collecting the revenue was far advanced. But it was 
not understood either by the Raja or myself that it should be extended as it 
has been to subsequent years. Every one conversant in the collection of the reve- 
nues knows that the monthly kists of the ryots or cultivators must be regula- 
ted by the resources or the produce of the harvests, and the aggregate of their 
kists must be the rule for proportionating the demand in the different stages of 
collection from the ryots up to the Government. If the demand anticipates in 
any great degree the resources the renter must either fail in his payments, or 
have recourse to methods of raising mqney that will terminate in the ruin of 
himself and his country. In the same manner if the demand follows at too 
great a distance, the resources will probably be dissipated or the difl&culty of 
collecting them increased. On these . principles I was induced to propose an 
alteration to the Raja, which I have the pleasure to inform you he really agreed 
to, and the present kistbundy is accordingly drawn out on an inspection of his 
own settlement with the mofussil aumils and farmers. 

The Raja has presented to me a paper of requests, translation of which and 
my answer is enclosed with this address. 

Ton will observe that these answers are drawn out in terms, which, 
without conveying any new rights to the Raja, will confirm to him the more 
secure enjoyment of those he already possesses. 

The Rani has requested that her grandson, the Raja, may be secured in 
the possession of the districts of Khura and Magrora, allying that they have 
long been separated from the jumma of Government and reserved as a jagheeri 
for the maintenance of her family, of which he is the representative. The claim, 
I believe, is jiMt, and I have accordingly granted a sunnud confirming the Raja 
in the possessitm of these districts. But as I am desirous that this* transaction 
should be rarified on more authentic and official information than my time 
wordd admit of procuring at present, I have thought it necessary to insert a 
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provisional clause specifying: tlwit it is to be continued in force only bn condi- 
tion that the Rani’s right shall he fully ascertained and proved, and I have 
directed Mr. Fowke to enter into an investigation of the tenure and to report 
thereon to you. In the same manner the Raja has, on his part, executed a 
paper, which is deposited with Mr. Fowke, declaring that the suimud is to be 
valid only on the condition above mentioned. This sunnud is in fact of no great 
consequence, for, whilst the province is left under the management of the Raja, 
these districts, as well as the rest of the country, must be in his possession, and 
as he has himself expressly acknowledged they will be equally answerable for 
the payment of his stipulated revenue. 

The great advantage which the Province of Benares possesses over almost 
every other part of India arises from the supposed sanctity of its capital, which 
renders it the resort of the pious, the aged, and the wealthy Hindus from the 
most distant quarters, and occasions a constant influx of money. 

These pilgrimages cannot be too much encouraged. When I was here 
in 1781 I abolished the duties formerly authorized upon them which being 
in a great measure arbitrary had afforded a pretext for extortion without 
yielding much immediate benefit to Grovernment ; and I established some 
other regulations to secure the pilgrims more effectually against every means 
of oppression. As these regulations have been carefully attended to under the 
inspection of Ally Ibrahim Cawn, their effects have fully answered my most 
sanguine wishes, and I have had the pleasure to find my pains fully requited 
in the grateful acknowledgments of all ranks of people. 

The centrical situation of this province betwixt the different trading 
countries of India is also another circumstance which, if properly attended to, 
will greatly conduce to its prosperity. The Town of Mirzapoor was once 
considered as the common mart to which the merchants of the Deccan and of 
the Western Provinces resorted for the sale of their own commodities, and the 
purchase of the manufactures of Bengal and the productions of the northern 
countries of Nipal and Tibet. Their imports chiefly consisted of cotton, 
curwahs and other cheap and bulky commodities. Their exports were usually 
silks, spices, broad-cloth, and other articles, comprising a great value in a small 
space. And as the same cattle and caxriage which brought their imports 
were also used in conveying their exports, the difference betwixt the value of 
the one and the other formed a balance of trade in favor of this country, 
which the merchants were niecessarily obliged to supply by bringing along with 
them gold and silver. Nor were the 'benefits of this trade confined merely to 
the place where it was carried on. Bengal, which furnished the greatest part 
of the articles exported enjoyed its full share of the returns of wealth, and its 
manufacturer found in it ample employment for their industry. The late 
Bulwant Sing fully understood the importance of this trade, and it flourished 
under his protection. His successor, more attentive to the gratification of his 
dependents than the interests of his country, connived at oppressions which 
deterred the merchants from following their usual pursuits, and when I arrived 
here iu 1781 1 fouud that the trade of Mirzapror was greatly decayed. The 
rates of duties which I myself had given a sanction in 1773 were originally too 
high, but they had been raised still higher by arbitrary constructions, and the 
merchants had been exposed to insufferable vexations from the multiplication 
of ohowkeys or custom-houses separately collecting duties in every part of 
the province. To remedy these defects I formed some regulations iu 1781, 
and if they had been strictly enforced I should scarcely have had occasion to 
resume the subject now ; but the fact is they have been so little attended to 
by the executive officers of Government that they have almost become 
obsolete. I have therefore compiled them together, and have issued them 
anew ■with some additional provisions either occasioned by eiroumstanoes of a 
later date or formed to prevent the infldngement of those which were before 
establisbed. A copy of these regulations as they now stand is submitted to 
your peru^ They ure short and simple, and I flatter myself they -will meet 
with your approbation. 

Tbfi onlj alteration of consequence which I have zfiade is in the rate of 
^ty to be exacted on silk piece goods manufactured in Bengal. From the 
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information of the most intelligent mefoliants ItTfappeared to me that >' the 
exportation of these goods had considerably? :;deoreased of late, the former rate 
of 5 per cent, duty having so much enhanced the cost of them, that the 
merchants, who found themselves undersold by the manufactures of Bourhan- 
pore and other places in the Deccan, were discouraged from dealing in them. 
Some time ago the Board, at the recommendation of the late B,esident, reduced 
the rate of "duties on rawsilk at Benares from 6 to 2^ per cent. I do not 
know how it happened that we omitted to make a similar reduction at^ the 
same time in the duties on silk piece goods, since, independent of other consider- 
ations, it is an incontrovertible principle of policy in every populous and com- 
mercial state, to encourage the exportation of its manufactured, even in a 
oreater degree than of its raw of' unwrought commodities. I have corrected 
this omission in the present regulations, and I think I may venture to affirm 
that it will be attended with no loss of revenue to the _ Bajah, as the 
increase of commerce and consequently of customs which it will occasion, 
must amply compensate for the reduction of the rate. 

By some mistake. either in the translating or transcribing the table of rates 
which accompanied my orders to the Resident of the 22nd of November 1781 
the valuation of chower or cow-tails was set down at 12 rupees per seer though 
the real price of this article has seldom, ever exceeded 3 or 4 rupees. 

It was represented to me that in consequence of this mistake the duties had 
been charged at so high a rate that the merchants of Nipal had been deterred 
from bringing this article for some years past to Benares, and as it is one of 
the principle commodities which their country affords, the commerce, with 
them, had been greatly affected. In the present regulations I have corrected 
this mistake, and have valued the white chowers at 4 rupees and the black at 3 
rupees per seer. 

To obviate effectually the apprehensions of the merchants of Mirzapoor, 
who froih their sufferings have contracted a diffidence very unfavourable to the 
growth of commerce, I have in compliance with a petition which they have 
presented to me, directed the Resident to depute one of his Assistants to reside 
at that place for the purpose of receiving their complaints, which he is to 
transmit to the Resident or the officers of Government witli a representation 
of the oireumstances as far as they may come to his knowledge, but he is not 
to exercise of himself any. act of coercive authority and as the merchants have 
offered in their petition to support the expense of this appointment by a volun- 
tary payment of 4 annas per hundred rupees on the value of the goods exported 
or imported by them at Mirzapoor, I have, for the present authorized the 
receiving of this fee, but I have given particular directions to the Resident, in 
case it should ever occasion any complaints, to transmit immediate intimation 
to you and suspend the further collection of it until your pleasure shall be 
known., ' . . . 

Juggefdeo S;ng, the late Manager, has delivered to me an account jumma 
wassU. baky from the beginning of the Buslee year 1191 until the time when 
he was removed from office. This account states his collections from zemin- 
dars, aumils, and farmers, of the land revenue at rupees of sorts 30,82,164-8-8 
or Benares rupees 30,44,392-12-3 and from the customs at Benares rupees 
2,81,906-11-9, and an accotmt which- 1 have received from Mr. Fowke states the- 
subsequent collections of Baboo Agrail Sing, the new Naib, from the land 
revenue of rupees of sorts 3,24,996-16-9, and the huzoor collections at Rs. 
86,129-10-0. The whole of these collections falling so far short of the revenue 
of the province, it was my intention to have caused ar minute investigation of 
Juggerdee Sing’s accounts to have been made under my own immediate inspec- 
tion, but the necessity which has occurred for my sudden departure has obliged 
me to content myself with directing Mr. Fowke to refer them to the jumper 
officers for examination. I have strongly enjoined Baboo Ajaib Sin^ tb pay 
attention to the balances that are still due from the farmers, aunulsv -&c., on 
account of last year, and to take such, measures as may be. most ^KJtual for 
recovering them. . . x 

The drought which has prevailed in so extraordinary a - degree for some 
years pa&t in the western parts of Hindustan' has also- bdm feR with greafr 
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severity in this Province. But though the fatal effects of it may he of some 
duration, it is' with pleasure I can inform you that the cause itself is at an end. 
The present season has been extremely favourable, the lands have been culti- 
vated with uncommon care and industry, and the whole face of the country 
promises a plentiful harvest. 

I have the honor to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
WARREN HASTINGS. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 14th December 1784. 

Tuesday. At a Cotjncii., present: 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor- General, Tresident, 
John MaoPherson, Esq. • • . - 

John Stables, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 33rd ultimo. 


The Governor-General’s letter to the Board of the 1st October having been sent in. circu- 
lation agreeably to their orders of the 11th ultimo, the following minutes were delivered by 
Mr. MacPhekson and Mb. Staelbs : — 

Mb. MacPherson’s minute. 

I have perused with the utmost attention the Governor- General’s letter of 
the 1st October last on the subject of the Vizier’s subsidy, and sent in circu- 
lation. •. 

I agree with the Governor-General that the Vizier’s implicit reliance in 
the accuracy and justice of the accounts which our Accountant-General makes 
out against his Government, should encourage us to confirm the Vizier’s con- 
fidence, by pointing out mistakes even although we must be losers by correct- 
ing them, yet the very distressed state of the Company’s finances renders it 
necessary that we shall derive every aid which we can in justice from the Vizier’s 
alliance. 

I am not clearly informed whether the amount of the subsidy now charged 
for the brigade stationed at Cawnpoor, together With the subsidy paid for the' 
regiment stationed at^Ducknow, is superior to the actual charges of that brigade 
and regiment on the establishments of their present strength. 

I wish the Accountant-General would make out an accurate calculation 
on those questions exclusive of the contingent or incidental charges of those - 
troops on service which are, I believe, always charged to the Vizier. » 

Relative to the other consideration in the Governor-General’s letter,- 
whether the addition of another regiment to the brigade at Cawnpoor, together, 
with the regiment at Eucknow, will render the force at Cawnpoor ** an army 
fully adequate to the defence Of the western frontier,” it would, I think, be 
proper to take the opinion of the Oommander-in-Chief. 

JOHN MAOPHERSON. 


64i P. D. 
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Enclosure Mr. MacPhbrson^s miuute. 

Sicca rupees. 

Annual account of the Cawnpoor Brigade and Sir John Cummings' 

detachment (the regiment at Lucknow being deducted) . . 48,60,000 

Annual account of the Cawnpoor Brigade and the Lucknow 

regiment included •« S4,2'0,000 

Annual account of Sir John Cummings' detachment. . . 17,40,000 


Mb. Stables' minute. 

I have read with attention the Governor-General’s letter sent in circulation. 
In tho present distress I cannot assent to any reduction in the subsidy from 
the Nahoh Vizier, besides when the expense of mHitary stores, cattle, camp 
equipage, and other incidental expenses are considered for the brigade at 
Cawnpoor, I believe the subsidy is not more than the real expense to the 
Company. 

In regard to the recall of Sir John Cummings’ detachment, I request that 
the Commander-in-Chief may be called upon to give his opinion on the 
subject before any step is taken. I am the more anxious for this from the 
large armies that are said to be collected near Agra, and the general confusion 
that prevails among the Commanders. 

JOHN STABIiBS. 


The following minute was delivered by the Governor- General on his perusal of the two’ 
preceding, and orders have been sent to the Accountant-General to prepare and transmit, for the 
Board's information, an account shewing whether or not the amount of the subsidy now 
charged to the Nabob Vizier for the brigade stationed at Cawnpoor, and for the r^^ment at 
Lucknow, exceeds the actual charge of that brigade and regiment on the establishment of 
their present strength, and by how much, exclusive of such contingent and accidental expenses 
of those troops in service as are charged to His Excellency separately 

SOth November 1784. 

Governor-General's minute, SOth November. 

Tbe Governor-General can have no objection to the reference proposed to 
be made to the Accoimtant- General to ascertain the difference which will 
remain in the expense to be charged to the Vizier for the troops at Cawnpoor 
and the regiment at Lucknow, by proportioning the demand of subsidy to the 
reduction of the strength of the sepoy corps, on the augmentation of which the 
charge of each had been raised, this being tbe scope of bis proposal. 

Respecting the repeal of the Governor-General’s order for the recall of 
the detachmmit under the command of Colonel Sir John Cummings from 
Butty ghur, the GKivernor- General takes the liberty to remark that it is not 
before the Board, his order for the recall of that detachment being an act 
demdedly passed by him in conformity to bis instructions and powers j and 
cnly revocable on proof that hc has exceeded or misapplied those powers ; 
but if tbe Board have such a design in contemplation, as appears by their 
minutes, he requests that it may be stated in terms, as also the reference 
which they may propose to make to the Oommander-in-Ohief, to whose judg- 
ment in every point of military knowledge he shall always pay, as it is due, 
the utmost deference, but cannot yield to him or to any other the credit pf a 
more competent information of that state of our political affairs which reqjaires 
that it be first ascertained as the ground for question relative to the statiofi or 
operation of our troops. 

Short as the interval is which remains for the dispatch of the l$wrprizet 
the Governor-General thinks this question of so much importance to the 
interests of the Company that he makes it his earnest request to the members 
of the Board that they will hiing it to an early decision, before the close of 
the packet, for the information of the Court of Directors. 
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This minute from the Governor-General was succeeded by one from Mb. MaoPhebson, 
which was replied to by the Governor-General and copies of both are entered in this place. 

Me, MacPherson's minute. 

There is certainly no motion before the Board for revoking the orders left 
by the Governor- General for withdrawing the detachment under the command 
of Sir John Cummings at Buttyghor. The Governor-General declares that the 
issuing of those orders was an act passed decidedly by him, in virtue of the 
powers which he had received from the Board. The responsibility of the act 
therefore rests so far with the Governor-General acting on his credentials. 

I was not present at the Board when those credentials were granted, yet 
I am not the less disposed to respect their authority that the member who 
particularly supported them cannot now be present. I own a reluctance to 
recur to such ^scussions, and especially as the Governor- General’s exercise 
of his commission in Oude is stated to the Company for their judgment on it 
in his own letters transmitted to the Board and through them to the Court of 
Directors. 

In matters on which the members of the Board may entertain different 
sentiments, I could for my own part wish that in our present reduced members, 
every subject which did not dema^nd a necessary and immediate decision were 
left in reference to the Company’s opinion. 

The question whether the addition of another regiment of sepoys to the 
Cawnpoor Brigade, together with the regiment at Ducknow, would from a 
sufficient force for the defence of the western frontiers arises form the 
Governor-General’s letter of the 1st of October sent in circulation, and is 
certainly a proper field for the opinion of the Commander-in-Chief . 

The Governor-General’s agreement with His Excellency the Vizier to with- 
draw from his pay and dominions the detachment commanded by Sir John Cum- 
mings at Euttyghur was announced in his letter to the Board of the 20th 
September, which arrived when Mr. Wheler was ill at Garetty. There was no 
full Board to discuss the subject till lately. A similar agreement was made 
with the Vizier in 1781. The object of the Board’s present consideration is, in 
my opinion, whether from the actual situation of the country powers on 
the frontier it would be now expedient to carry the order for withdrawing of 
those troops into execution. It is not a question whether the Governor was 
empowered to make such agreement with the Vizier. Eor, on the supposition 
that he saw the agreement a proper measure and had stipulated for it, I should 
be sorry (even if his powers did not authorize the. execution of it, without the 
sanction of the Board) that we should propose to repeal the act by any formal 
act of ours. Indeed I should be sorry to repeal the formal act of any Agent 
much inferior to the first officer and member of Government. 

I wish that the situation of afiairs would admit of our fulfilling the agree- 
ment immediately. I have already observed that it is similar to that which* 
took place in 1781, and which seemed to meet the approbation of the Court of 
Directors. But the present state of the times or of our finances may render the 
immediate execution of it inexpedieiit. 

Whether it is so or not is a consideration which I wish to see discussed as a 
question, and the sooner it is discussed the better. I am ready to believe that 
one powerful army in the Vizier’s country would be sufficient, and that if we 
could reduce any supernumerary or superfiuous force that we may have at 
present in that country, and without creating a charge of any part of their 
expense upon the Company, the experiment might be tried. But official and 
professional lights, together with those we may receive of the state of the 
powers on the frontier, are necessary guides to our resolution on such important 
matters. 

It has occurred to me that the Fox packet, by which we have been promised 
final orders relative to the affairs of Oude and this Government, may bring us 
those orders very speedily, and as her arrival may be nearly coincident with 
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tlie period assigned for the removal of Sir John Cummings’ detachment, I take 
the lihertv to suggest that this measure, and every question on the subject of 
it may ie suspended until then. In the mean time we may he carrying on 
the reduction of our military expenses withm the provinces as expeditiously as 
possible and as fast as our treasury will permit us to discharge the arrears of 
the corps to he reduced. 

.TOTTN MACPHERSON. 


Governor-General's minute, dated 4th December 1784. 


The other members of the Board cannot have such grounds of knowledge 
as I derive from long intercourse and almost local inspection in the State of 
Hindostan, and the strength and probable views of its different rulers. But I 
have no right to complain if they exercise that which they undoubtedly possess 
of judging for themselves. Yet let me observe that every information from 
every ofdcer of the army, who either is or may hope eventually to be employed 
on that service, which I have declared to be an unnecessary incumbrance on the 
country, of which it is professedly the defence, and as unnecessary an expense 
to the Company, ought to he wholly rejected unless supported by undeniable 
evidence. Neither can I admit, in this case the advice of the Commander- in- 
Chief . He is most certainly the competent j udge of the sufficiency of any given 
force for any actual service to be performed, or for repelling any expected 
invasion provided the strength of the enemy be previously ascertained : but 
of the necessity or expediency of employing any force in the eases supposed, or of 
the existence of such cases, the Board itself is at least equally competent to 
judge, and alone to determine. I for my own part profess to require no such 
reference, but if the Board is of opinion that it be made I do not object, only 
declaring that my opinion cannot he bound by the result. 

In the mean time, as I shall be ready at all times to accommodate my own 
opinion to those of the Board, which may be decidedly against them in cases 
which will admit of delay, modification, or alternative, with little regard to 
the injury which my own influence may sustain by the public disavowal, or 
repeal of acts done under my authority, merely as it may affect my own feel- 
ings, I am willing on this occasion to suspend the effect of my order by writing, 
to Major Palmer to suppress it, or if he shall have already transmitted it, 
by writing in like manner to Colonel Cummings to suspend the execution of it, 
and will agree to leave the final confirmation or repeal of it to the future judg- 
ment of the Board. 

The Board will find my grounds for the conviction of the little cause 
there is to apprehend any treachery from Mahadajee Sindia fully detailed in my 
report now prepared for their inspection of my proceedings with relation to the 
Prince Mirza Jehandar Shah. To these I will add another^ which though of no 
recent impression escaped my attention at the instant. A solemn peace has 
been concluded between the Mahratta State and the Company cemented by a 
separate treaty with Mahadajee Sindia. If he violates these combined obliga- 
tions he will not only forfeit the credit of his own faith, but commit an act of 
the most criminal offence against the general state of which he is a member, 
unless it be supposed that he acts on a plan concerted with the other members 
of it, or has been so instructed by them, which is against probability, since it 
is neither likely that such a design with so many privy to it could be secret, 
nor that the Chiefs of so many loose dependencies of a sovereign in his minority 
should so easily reconcile their discordant interests as to agree in such a confe- 
deracy, and so heartily unite in it as to conceal it from public knowledge. In 
effect it is generally understood to be a fact well ascertained that great mis- 
understandings have subsisted between them, and that all are jealous of Sindia 
both on account of his power and connections. 
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He is tlie ruling power in tlie countries wliieh border on tbe dominions 
of tbe Nabob Vizier or on tbat quarter of our own. In effect there is no other 
power. He has committed no act which can be construed as hostile to our 
Government or leading to hostility, or indicating the intention of it, and his 
presence so near to the borders of the dominions of the Nabob Vizier is so 
far from being .a just cause of suspicion, that it is the effect of my own 
solicitation to him, and is so far the effect of an act of this Government. 
There is therefore no cause for keeping up two armies in a season of established 
peace, and no enemy near to defend the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, who 
declares one alone to be sufficient, and that he cannot maintain more, nor has 
this Government any right to force the defence, with its maintenance upon him. 

I forbear to state this argument on its extent, at which it would not be 
easy to reply to it, and I fear to aggravate where I profess a desire to conciliate. 

If the other members of the Board see, or think they see, grounds for alarm, 
which I cannot see, and shall still resolve to retain the detachment in its present 
station, they have the power of deciding, and I must submit ; but hope that 
they will not insist on loading the Nabob Vizier with the charge until the Court 
of Directors shall have been apprized of all the circumstances of the measure, 
and passed their decision upon it. 

I feel the sense of an obligation imposed upon me, by the supposition which 
I have made, to state a mode for rendering the detachment of use in its pre- 
scribed station, and affording the appearance of a cause for its retention. I 
most reluctantly anticipate the occasion, to which I can never on any account 
give my consent, that the Court of Directors may receive the earliest notice 
both of the resolution of the Board on the original question, and of the purpose 
to which it is the intention of the Board to apply it. This will lead to a dis- 
cussion for which I am unprepared, and had reserved for a period of leisure -for 
the deliberate and wary examination of the subject, and for the disclosure of 
such events as might demand an immediate decision upon it. 

I must repeat that the instant despatch of the Surprize, and the expecta- 
tion of her speedy arrival in England, probably within the course of four 
months, induce me to make this premature exposition of a new political scene, 
which will merit the early attention of the Court of Directors, with every 
intermediate circumstance relating to it, which can eventually depend on the 
resolutions of the Board, that their orders thereon may be received at the com- 
mencement of the next fair season, or at least that such an option be afforded 
them to convey them within that period. 

I have already said that there is now no power which can be properly so 
called in that part of Hindustan which borders on the dominions of the Com- 
pany and their ally the Nabob Vizier. But this affirmation, though strictly 
true with relation to the question of present danger, .must be taken solely in 
that restrictive application of it. A new source of serious contemplation has 
ariaep^rom a nearer quarter, namely, that of the Sikhs, a people who from a. mean 
s^^^ religious schismatics have rapidly grown into the members of a domi- 

extenmng from the most western branch of the Attock to the- walls of 
Dehli. Its present state is too contemptible to be an object of apprehension to 
any force which could be opposed to it ; but the King, who derives as much of 
his present weakness from their encroachments as from the usurpations of his 
own servants, which have excited them. They are by their bodily frame and 
habits of life eminently suited to the military profession; but this propen- 
sity is qualified by a spirit of independence which is a great check to its exer- 
tion. Every village has its separate and distinct ruler acknowledging no 
control but that of the people of his own immediate commxmity, who in their 
town yield him little more than nominal submission. I remember when my 
enquiries led me to the knowledge of five independent sovereigns residing in 
the same city of Lahore. Though exposed feom this cause to a continual state 
of internal warfare, they are all prompt at the call of common danger, at 
which they will without difficulty abandon their mutual contests to join in 
repelling, it, returning when the danger is past with the same facility to their 
former contests. A constitution so framed may subsist unchanged for a length 
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of time, -while it has no powerful neighbours to invade it, and while it remains 
confined within the limits of its native territory ; but when it aims a,t perma- 
nent conquests, and carries the principles of its own construction into new 
establishments, it becomes liable to almost certain variation, from whatever 
rules they may adopt for the distribution of territory or appropriation of 
revenue, because both must introduce a new species of property and add to the 
in^Yidual power which becomes possessed of it. In such a change of polity 
should it so happen that one man of superior capacity and enterprize, aided by 
the spirit of religious enthusiasm, of which there are many examples in the 
modern history of India, and two even in the infancy of this nation, which I 
am describing, should acquire but a few degrees of power beyond his nearest 
competitors, it will be easy to trace in the primitive defects of such a govern- 
ment the gradual and easy means by which the whole might be enveloped 
within his own supremacy. Such will probably be the effect of the extinction of 
the present empire, which is rapidly approaching to it, and may give birth to 
a new dominion ascending from its ashes. 

IPor some years past the Sikhs quitting their predatory incursions have fixed 
themselves in the lands which submitted to them, appointing collectors of 
their revenues, and officers for their Government. No opposition was made 
to them. The only instance in which it was attempted was in the year 1779, 
when the Minis ter Mudjed-ul-Dowlah marched from Dehli with an army of 
30,000 men to attack them, and without the sight of an enemy purchased an 
ignominious retreat. They, obtained quiet possession of the purgana of 
Sheaumlee, one -of the King’s personal domains lying within 30 coss of Dehli, 
while I was at Lucknow, and carried their depredations to the very sub-urbs of 
Dehli, where two of their officers actually reside in a quarter called Subzee 
Mundee, which is chiefly occupied by shroffs and shopkeepers, for the double 
purpose of levying their rauky* (which is the name given to that species of 
contribution) and of protecting the inhabitants from the marauders of their 
own nation. 

We are too apt to despise the danger which we have not experienced, and 
to conclude that what has not happened in the ordinary course of events never 
will happen. On such a presumption my conclusions may expose me to the 
ridicule of those who may deem them the mere effusions of a wild imagination. 
I am -willing to submit to this consequence if the events which I have foreboded 
shall be prevented by seasonable means of opposition ; but I trust to time, and 
. that not dis-fcant, for verifying my prediction if this people is permitted to grow 
into maturi-ty without interruption. 

I now proceed to shew the present means by which this interruption may 
be affected, and another point of some consequence attained -with it. 

I have mentioned in my report of the 1st instant that it ^as one part of the 
Prince’s plan to offer his services to the King to be employed against the Sikhs. 
The battalions which the Nabob Vizier has allowed for his escort cannot attend 
him beyond the Nabob’s own frontier. If he carries them further he must 
provide their pay and subsistence, as their place must of course in that case be 
supplied by other levies, for -which there is no other provision than that which 
is aUot-ted to his actual establishment. This condition is in effect an insuperable 
bar to their employment, nor would it dbe prudent to trust his fortune on the 
^^st trial of it to the rabble of his father’s army, unpaid and accustomed to 
disregard command. If the station at Puttyghur must be continued the 
detachment cannot be better employed either in whole or part than on service 
with the Piince. It will more effectually keep the Sikhs at a distance, by 
advancing with such aninfluence to attack them, than by waiting within its own 
sph(^e of defen<« to repel them. I must here inform the Board that the 
Prince^ repeatedly and earnestly solicited me to endeavour to obtain their 
anthoidty, for be^ knew the extent of my own, for such an employinent Of the 
detachment. I discouraged the expectation but promised to communimte his 
requisition. 

I will confess tbdt ’-the apprehension of his iretum upon Our sprotePbion, the 
db^re Of 'executing the aa^duous task which the Board were pleased t® assign me, 

^ Raulcy, properly EakU— tribute paid for protection j a kind of blaokmMl j also a j^oftector. — Wilson’ » &lossari/ 
-I 4 of Indian Terw9, 
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and a yet stronger impulse arising from tlie hope of blasting the growth of a 
generation whose strength might becorhe fatal to our own, strongly pleaded in 
my mind for supporting his wishes. But to these I opposed the more urgent 
consideration of the Company’s distresses, and their solemn call upon us to 
relieve them ; and I had resolved to report to the Board the Prince’s request, but 
at the same time to state my objections to it, which in my judgment out- 
weighed the advantages that might arise from a compliance with it. 

I choose in this place to observe that the actual expense of the detachment 
is 1,88,706 current rupees per month, or 22,64,466 per annum, of which 81,030 
current rupees per month or 9,72,360 per annum, are the extra expenses of the 
sta,fE, field batta, and contingencies which belong to it as a detached corps, 
and which would cease with its reduction, besides that it would facilitate the 
reduction of the strength of the army. 

But if the expense is to be continued it may surely be better continued 
for some useful purpose than to keep up the parade of a great military corps 
designed merely to lie inactive in its quarters. 

On this ground therefore, and on the supposition premised, I revert to my 
original sentiments in favour of the Prince’s plan, but as this will require some 
qualification in the execution of it, I will state my recommendation of it in the 
terms of a proposition, viz., that if it shall be the resolution of the Board to 
continue the detachment now under the command of Colonel Sir John Cum- 
mings at Purruckabad, and if the Prince Mirza Jehandar Shah shall apply 
with the authority of the King, and the concurrence of Mahadajee Sindia for 
the assistance of an English military force to act in conjunction with him to 
expel the Sikhs from the territories of which they have lately possessed them- 
selves in the neighbourhood of Dehli, it may be granted, and such a portion of 
the said detachment allotted to that service as shall be hereafter judged 
adequate to it. 

WARPvEN HASTINGS. 


The following' minute was afterwards delivered by Ma. MacPhbksqk •' — 

Me. MaoPhekson’s minute. 

I have read the Governor- General’s minute of the 4th of December, and 
have considered its propositions with the utmost attention. It opens a prospect 
and view of affairs well worthy the consideration of the Company, and should be 
recommended to their particular attention. 

That the opifSon of the Oommander-in-Chief should be taken, and have 
the weight which the Members of the Board may aflGix to it in considering the 
political state of affairs on our frontiers, seems generally admitted. There njay 
not be time to send it by this dispatch to the Company. 

I beg leave to adhere to my former proposition of leaving the question 
relative to the recall of the detachment under Sir John Cummings suspended 
till the arrival of the Fox packet, and by that time our treasury and that of the 
Vizier may be in a situation to disband the detachment if it is resolved to 
reduce it ; and we may be better informed relative to Sindia’s real views and 
’ situation. 

Should the Sikhs invade the Vizier’s countries we must repel them, and 
the Shahzada with Sindia's support might be of use on the occasion, but 
until such invasion I am for my part averse to commence any hostilities against 
though I believe they may become in time a formidable power. 

I shall readily agree to any mode the Governor-General may wish to adopt 
in his explanation to the Vizier, that the delay in recalling the detachment is 
not a repeal of his agreement with him for that purpose, but a delay occasioned 
by the new turn affairs have taken on our frontiers, and till we receive advices 
from Europe that are expected. 
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John Macphekson. 

I agree to the opinion delivered by Mr. MacPherson. 

JOHN STABLES. 


The 1st Decemher 1784. 


Copies of all the foreg-oing minutes were in conformity to the directions of the Members of 
the Board transmitted to the Hon'ble Court of Directors. Numbers in the packet by the 
Surprize, which was closed and despatched from the Secret Department ou the 12th 
instant. 


The Govern or- General having delivered in the following report of his proceedings in 
relation to the Prince Mirza Jewan Buokftt Jehandar Shah, a copy of it was annexed to the 
general letter per Surprize :—~ 


The Governor- General. 

The Governor-General requests the Board to accept the following abridged 
report of his proceedings in relation to the Prince Mirza Jewan Buckht 
Jehandar Shah, and that it may be inserted in substance in the letter to the 
Hon’ble Court of Directors now under despatch, the time not allowing him to 
enter into a more explicit detail. This will be sufllcient for their information, 
the subject itself having no relation to their present interests, whatever 
tendency it may have to affect them by the measures to which they may lead 
hereafter. 

The Prince’s early and immediate application to the Nabob Vizier and 
myself, and the letters of the King and his Ministers, having in a manner con- 
stituted us the mediators between them, we entered with difficulty on the 
office thus assigned us, but with little effect. The sentiments of the King, 
inconstant in his purposes and accustomed to the rule of others, could not be 
known. His confidential Minister Mudjee-ul-Dowlah was disgraced and 
imprisoned, and Afrasiab Cawn, though apparently dyeading to offend oqr Gov- 
ernment, yet showed no disposition to accede to any terms, the authority of the 
King serving as an easy cover to his own pretentions or objections. The sub- 
sequent violence done to the King in dragging him at the most inclement 
season of the year to Agra, the policy of which has been never well explained, 
contributed by a coincidence of other circumstances to disclose the impotency 
of the Minister’s usurpation and the imbecility of his character. It also brought 
him nearer to our observation and corroborated the evidences of his declining 
influence. Seeing no prospect of advantage in continuing to treat with him, 
and conceiving myself precluded by the restrictions laid on me by the Board 
in their injunctions of the 8th June, by which I was earnestly exhorted to 
effect the Prince’s return to his father’s court with safety and honor, but not to 
commit the Company either in their treasure or arms, which effectually preclu- 
ded me not only from the direct use of either but from the base influence which 
the latter might have given me as an instrument of negociation, I chose 
to avail- myself of the professions which had been repeatedly made to me by 
Mahac^jee Sindia to put them to the test by committing'^the . charge of the 
Prince s interests to him. He readily accepted it, and made me the most solemn 
promises of exerting his personal influence and power to the utmost extent of 
both for the accomplishment of all the Prince’s requisitions. These were in 
sum to be allowed to return to his father’s court with such an attendance as 
should be sufficient for his protection, and a coimected jaghir, equal to the 
amount of a grant made to him by His Majesty during the administration of 
Mirza Nud]iff Cawn, to be employed on service against the Sikhs ; and that to 
preclude the appearance of a distinction which the King’s known affection to 
his youngest son, Mirza Akbar Shah, might raise some objection, he also 
might be employed in a siimlar service in another quarter. It is due in 
truth and 3 ustice to the Prince to observe in this place thait his attention 
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to tlie propriety of character urged him constantly to remind me, whenever he 
spoke of the conditions which he required for his return, that he exacted 
them not from the King to whom he owed an implicit submission which 
he was ready to yield even with the sacrifice of life if His Majesty required it, 
but from those who held the King himself in constrain, and to whom, 
however ostensibly acting under the royal authority, he owned no such 
allegiance as to trust Ijis life and honor to their mercy. 

Mahadajee Sindia joined to his assurances a declaration that he would go 
in person to Agra to carry them into effect. I for that reason directed Mr. 
James Anderson, who had come to me with Bhow Bucksy, his confidential 
Minister, to return to him, and instructed Major Browne to suspend the 
negotiation with Afrasiab Gawn, and to leave the whole business to Sindians 
management. He prepared to set out on this commission, and did actually 
send a considerable part of his army before him to gain the time which was 
requisite for passing the River Ohambal, which lay in his route. After much 
procrastination, which is the characteristic attendant of the Mahratta policy, 
he himself began his march, but had scarce made three stages of it when an 
unfortunate combination of untoward events obstructed his progress. The 
rains began to fall in such abundance and continuation as obliged bi-m to halt. 
The Rana of Gwalior escaped from the slight restraint which was placed 
on him, and it was suspected that he would throw himself on the protection 
of Mahomed Beg Humdannee, with whom Sindia was at variance. The 
superstition of his Brahmins drew also some unpropitious omens from the death 
of two of his elephants, and he was advised on that account to return to his 
former station, and recommence his march under a more favourable influence. 
But I believe the obstacle which weighed most with himself was his apprehen- 
sion for his wife, who was far advanced in her pregnancy, and whom he feared 
to leave behind him, having lost a former wife whom he left on a similar 
occasion, and in the like situation by the neglect of her attendants. And his 
interest and his permanency of his authority greatly depending on his having 
an heir to inherit them, he returned accordingly to his encampment at 
Gwalior, giving out that he would prosecute his first purpose immediately 
after the Dusserra; but it was believed and privately affirmed by persons in 
his confidence to Mr. James Anderson that he would drop it altogether. On 
this intelligence I directed Major Browne to renew his negotiation with Afrasiab 
Cawn cm some amended propositions of the Prince, giving him at the same 
time a caution to avoid committing either the Nabob or myself in any other 
engagement than that of attesting and guaranteeing those which might be 
concluded between the Prince and Afrasiab Gawn. In the mean time Sindians 
hopes of a son were defeated by the birth of a daughter, and the other impedi- 
ments no longer operating he resumed his march, not without a friendly 
expression of regard at the repeal of my instructions. The confirmation of 
them, however, soon followed, and he repeated with great cheerfulness and 
unsolicited asserverations the assurances which he had formerly made me. 
•While he was on his way Afrasiab Gawn, by the instigation of Himmut 
Behauder, a man of noted intrigue, quarrelled with Mahomed Beg Hum- 
dannee, a Mogul Chief in the nominal service of the King, who had established 
a kind of independent sovereignty in the neighbourhood of Jeypoor, and sent 
a detachment of his army to attempt the possession of a part of his jaghii*. 
It was opposed by Humdannee, and a battle expected to ensue between them. 
This was the state of affairs when I left Benares. 

When I saw no near prospect of an acccimmodation of the Prince’s views at 
Hehli, nor any utility in my continuance at Benares for the purpose of promo- 
ting it, I informed him of the necessity of my speedy return, • and as he was 
desirous of trying the effect of a nearer scene of negotiation, I seconded his 
application to the Nabob Vizier for an escort of five battalions of his sepoys to 
attend the Prince to Purruckabad. His plan was to remain in the neighbour- 
hood of the detachment under Colonel Sir John Cummings in that quarter, and 
from thence to treat with Afrasiab Gawn, and receive the commands of the 
King, the distance being not more than 100 miles. The 29ith of the month was 
fixed for hns departure from Benares, and it was my intention to have left it 
on the next day to return to the Presidency. The news of Mr. Wheler’s death 
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quickened my departure, and I took my leave of the Prince on the 21st. I set 
off on the nest morning leaving my body-guard under the command of Lieute- 
nant Philip to attend him. By this show of support, and the studied observ- 
ance of every form of external respect which is by custom due to a Prince of 
the blood, and more especially to the declared heir of the throne, I have endea- 
voured to raise his influence as the best means in my power of promoting his 
views. The Nabob Vizier, too, has been pleased with my advice to allow him a 
monthly subsidy of 33,333 rupees or 4 lacks per annum — a sum which he can 
ill afford, but which is probably less than the accumulated expense to which in 
one way or other he would have been subjected had the Prince been obliged 
by the necessity of subsistence to remain at his capital, where also he must 
either have lived in a degraded state to the public discredit of the Nabob Vizier, 
or with allowed rights of superiority which would have proved hurtful to his 
own, and would not have failed to breed a mutual disgust. This last conse- 
quence would have thrown him by force on our protection, with the same 
alternative of an allowance for his maintenance, or the refusal of it. However 
this Grovernment may contend for the strict observance of economy in defiance 
of every consideration but that of strict legal or political right, if a political 
right can be bounded by any known principles, yet there are situations in which 
it will be compelled to adopt those maxims by which as a State it ought to 
consult its own dignity and the public opinion. Pallen as the House of 
Timur is, it is yet the relic of the most illustrious line of the Eastern World ; 
its sovereignty is unniversally acknowledged, though the substance of it no 
longer exists'; and the Company itself derives its constitutional dominions 
from its ostensible bounty. The same treatment could not be shown to the 
representative of so illustrious a throne as to a common and unprivileged 
adventurer. To these considerations may I be allowed to join the difference 
between a present solicitor, armed with such pretensions, to which he had given 
an augmented strength by the manner in which he had flown, with the 
sacrifice of his domestic ease, and the imminent hazard of life, not to assert, 
but to submit them to the generosity for which he gave a credit to the national 
character, and a distant correspondent suing for protection from the repose of 
a seraglio ? The gentlemen to whom I immediately address myself will not, I 
hope, construe what I shall add as the address of compliment. They would 
have felt the same warmth of benevolence, or let it be, if it is such, the same 
weakness of compassion, that I did when I first met the Prince on the plain of 
Mohaun, without state, without attendance, with scarce a tent for his covering 
or a change of raiment, but that with which the recent effect of hospitality 
had furnished him, and with the expression of a mind evidently struggling 
between the pride of inherent dignity and the conscious sense of present 
indignance and dependence. Had his subsequent conduct developed a character 
unworthy of his high birth, had he appeared vain, haughty, mean, insolent, or 
debased by the vices which almost invariably grow on the minds of men born 
to great pretensions, unpracticed in the difficulties ' of common life, and not 
only bred, but by the necessity of political caution familiarized to the habits of 
sloth and dissipation, I would have contented myself with bestowing on him 
the mere compliment of external respect, and consulting only the. propriety of 
my own conduct, not yielded to the impulse of a more generous sentiment. I 
saw him almost daily in the course of near six months, in which we were either 
participators of the same dues of hospitality, or he of mine ; and I found him 
gentle, lively, possessed of a high sense of honor, of a sound judgment, an 
uncommonly quick penetration, and a well-cultivated understanding, with a 
spirit of resignation and an equality of temper almost exceeding any within the 
reach of my own knov^edge or recollection. These qualities have their alloy 
in the weaknesses which are allied to the milder virtues. His declarations of 
attachment to his father may be assumed, but have been hitherto consistent ; 
his courage has been on more than one occasion put to the test and stood it. 
His lettera, some of which I have had the honour to send to the Board, were 
mostly, if not all, written by himself, and bear the decided marks, both of good 
sense and education. He is well acquainted with the actual state of our Grovem- 
ment,^ and of its inability to afford any substantial relief to his fe,ther*s distresses, 
who is, I iear, little caipable of profiting by any wbi<di may be yielded to Mm, 
but he has declared that whatever may be his fate he shall retain to the latest 
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period of his life a grateful remembranee of the kindness with which he has 
been treated by the [British nation, and which he never fails, when he speaks of 
it, to contrast with that of his own country and even domestics. 

It was not entirely with my advice that he has undertaken his present plan. 
I thought that it would have been more advisable to wait a more favorable 
turn of affairs at Benares, where his influence would have gained strength by 
the confirmation of his connexion with our G-overnment, and he would have 
been assured every respectful attention, both from the effect of my own injunc- 
tions, and the characters of the present Resident and Magistrate of Benares ; 
besides that his own option and a more suitable state both of the ability and 
policy of our Government might hereafter determine his return to assert bis 
father’s rights and his own with a certainty of success which in the present 
undertaking was at best but doubtful. 

He was by the “last advices at Lucknow, where he arrived on the 19th 
ultimo, and was much pleased with the Nabob Vizier’s attentions. He had 
received letters from his father written without the knowledge of Afrasiab Oawn, 
earnestly exhorting him to return to court, and expressed in terms of the 
strongest paternal affection. He seemed not very anxious to proceed. The 
reason for this change of sentiment will appear in the following recital of the 
events which have passed at Agra subsequent to the date of these letters. 

I have, I believe, before stated the power of Afrasiab Oawn as in its 
wane and hastening to its end. On the 2nd ultimo he was, as the Board are 
already informed, assassinated by a soldier of his army in his own tent, insti- 
gated, as it is suspected, by a Zein-ul-Abdeen Oawn, the brother of Mirza 
Shuffee, who perished in like manner by the agency of Afrasiab Oawn, on whom 
this retribution has fallen with the strictest justice. The assassin was destroyed 
on the instant, and Zein-ul-Abdeen fled for refuge to Mahadaji Sindia who 
has caused him to be imprisoned, but his destiny is yet unknown- Mahadaji 
Sindia immediately espousing the party of the deceased Ohief, and assuming 
the command of the Mogul army opposed to Mahomed Beg Humdannee, soon 
reduced that leader to terms of submission. Humdannee was obliged to 
surrender Sindia all his artillery and stores, with his own person. His troops 
were dispersed and Sindia thus became the uncontested ruler of the royal 
army. "What use be will make of this accession of power I cannot conjecture. 
He will undoubtedly apply it to his own interests, though his political con- 
sequence more than his interests is likely to be gratified by the administration 
of a nominal empire and a wasted dominion. 

Yet he continues his professions of making the Prince’s settlement and the 
King’s restoration his first care. I cannot indeed satisfactorily discover the 
means by which he can either give permanency to the King’s authority, or 
provide such an establishment for the Prince as he requires for his own safety, 
and his desire of rendering effectual service to this father. But it is a case of 
necessity in which I myself, so far as I have been concerned in it, had no 
alternative, in which if nothing is gained nothing can be lost, and therefore, 
such as is best left to the operation of chance. 

Por the Prince’s other expectations in the possible and variable events of 
his present design I will take a future and early occasion to address the Board. 

As to the probable conduct of Mahadaji Sindia no judgment can be 
formed but from the experience of his former actions, his general character, and 
apparent interests. These are more likely to incline him to a strict maintenance 
of his integrity to our Government, and even to court its attachment by sacri- 
fices than to risk the forfeiture of it by any instance of hostility or duplicity. 
TTis connection with the British nation has exposed him to the jealousy of the 
rival Chiefs of his own, whom his superiority of power, aided by that accession, 
may keep in awe of him. He has also the national pride to consult in main- 
taining the right of regulating, as they affect to term it, the affairs of Hindostan, 
in which he may apprehend some counteraction from us if he should apply 
the advantages which he has attained to purposes that may be offensive to 
our Government or eventually endanger its interests. The actions of men, 
whether in public or private life, are not invariably swayed by a consistency of 
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principle or adherence to their real interests, but are liable to variations from 
the temptations of new disclosures of ambition, from influence, and even from 
caprice. But the judgment in its search of futurity must yield to the greatest 
weight of evidence which it actually possesses ; and on this ground I feel 
little apprehension from the designs of Mahadaji Sindia, and securely rely 
on his possessions. Indeed I have never known any good to proceed from that 
timid policy which gives trust and withholds oonfldence. 

If the Prince should either fail in his present views, or relinquish them 
without any attempt, he will probably return to Benares, where I must vehe- 
mently hope the Board will continue to allow him an asylum. He will expend 
his income among the ryots of the Company. His influence will prove of little 
injmy to the police of Benares, to which he himself has shewn very cautious 
attention, and a particular consideration for its Magistrate,’ and the time may 
come when his activity, spirit, and gratitude, if they do not forsake him, may 
enable him to make ample returns to the Company for the past kindnesses 
bestowed on him in the days of his adversity. 

I have directed Captain Scott, my Persian Secretary, to compile and 
arrange all the letters and other papers which have a relation to my 
transactions with the Prince, and to the events which have arisen out of them, 
and when they are prepared I will lay them before the Board in separate 
volumes. They may be useful for future reference but claim no place in our 
present records which they would swell with a bulk very disproportionate to 
their real importance. 


WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Proceedings of tlie Secret Select Committee from 13th to 28th January 

1785. ^ 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 18th January 1785. 

Thursday. At a Oouifciii, present : 

The Hon’bee Warren Hastings, Governor-General^ President. 
John MaoPherson, Esq^. 

John Stables, Esq. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 4th instant. 


The following minute having been written some time since and eonamunieated privately 
to the Members of the Board, the Governor-General desires that it may be entered on the 
minutes of the 4th instant, as well as on these, that being the day on which it underwent 
their inspection. 

Agreed to and ordered that the Secretary do enter the same accordingly. 

The Governor-General — The period is now arrived in which I must 
either verify the declaration which I have made and repeated to the Court of 
Directors of my intention to relinquish the service, or suspend the execution 
of it, if compelled to it on the grounds of superior obligation. These I shall 
now state, and submit my destiny to the justice and generosity of my col- 
leagues in the Administration. In making this appeal 1 should be sorry to have 
it ascribed to any distrust in the issue, having evinced the contrary, by making 
the declaration to which I have above alluded without any such reserve or 
qualification, that I do it in performance of a solemn engagement and with a 
conviction that the security of a valuable portion of the Company’s immediate 
and pecuniary interests indispensably require it. 

The Board will permit me to remind them that on the 31st December 
1783 they passed an unanimous resolution agreeing and declaring that the 
“offer made by the Nabob Vizier and his Minister to give the security of 
bankers of known credit and responsibility for the payment of the balance due 
to the Company, and for the current demands of that year, should be accepted 
with the condition annexed of the recall of Mr. Bristow and Mr. Cowper, the 
Governor- General consenting to be specially answerable for the propriety of 
the measures, and that in consequepce of the Board’s having agreed that “ the 
Governor-General should proceed to Ducknow for the purpose of assisting the 
Nabob Vizier in the means of discharging his engagements to the Company, 
and the Begulation of his Government they on the 17th February last resolved 
that the Governor- General should be, and he was thereby invested with full 
power and authority to concert and adjust with the Nabob Vizier the means of 
discharging his engagements to the Company, of restoring and securing the 
peace, safety, and order of his Government, and of promoting the improvement 
of his revenue, and. to support the Nabob Vizier with the authority oi^ this 
Government in as full and ample manner as the Board could empower him by 
any Act of Parliament of Great Britain, or by any of the orders of the Hon’ble 
Court of Directors, and to take all such measures as he should think necessary 
for the accomplishments of these ends. 

I undertook the service at a time, and imder circumstances which to a 
mind liable to despond would have suggested insurmountable difficulties. 
These I have minutely stated in my correspondence with the Board, and my 
late report of the 20th September states in what manner I have executed the 
trust which I had undertaken. 

The engagements which I have obtained from the Nabob Vizier cease with 
the close of the next Fuslee year, or in September next, but his means of 
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fulfilling them depend upon the unchanged and unmolested subsistence of 
many internal arrangements which are mutually connected in a series of five 
years from their formation, and that on the absolute forbearance of^ this^ Gov- 
ernment from all present interference in his authority, and especially in the 
control and administration of his revenues. 

When I was on the eve of parting from him I deemed it consistent with 
the sincerity of my own character, and necessary to prevent the consequences 
of too abrupt an information whenever he might receive it, of the apparent 
deprivation of my support, to acquaint him with the probable approach of my 
removal from the service ; and at the same time I promised him that I would 
on no account make it my own act without previously obtaining from the 
Board their promise of an entire and punctual adherence of the engagements 
which I had made with him on my own part individually, and on the behalf of 
the Board, in virtue of their existing engagements with me which are contained 
in the resolution to which I have appealed in the introduction of this minute : 
* the same assurance I gave also to his Minister. I soon after departed, leaving 
my Secretary, Major Palmer, as my personal representative and Agent with the 
Nabob Vizier, both for the encouragement of the Nabob and his Ministers, and 
for the means of urging them to the faithful discharge of their stipulated pay- 
ments, and Mr. Womb well, the proper officer in charge of the receipts. 

In conformity to the above engagements, I now make it my earnest 
request to the Board that they will be pleased to record their resolution to 
abide by the arrangements which I have made, and to notify the same, for the 
satisfaction and assurance of the Nabob Vizier and his Ministers by an official 
letter to the Nabob Vizier from my eventual successor, with a promise that no 
deviation shall he made from the said arrangements nor any person deputed to 
reside at his Court, but at his own spontaneous inclination, or any authority 
exercised within the limits of his dominion by the appointment or permission 
of the Board, except such as shall be required by the Nabob himself from the 
military officers stationed for his defence and the protection of his country, 
until the conclusion of the present Puslee years, or until the order of the 
Court of Directors shall be received in consequence of the references which have 
been made to them, if such orders shall either enjoin or authorize a different 
conduct. 

I presume that this requisition is consonant with the strictness of legal 
propriety as the first delegation of the trust made to me in December last extends 
in its full force as a reciprocal obligation to the period which I have pre- 
scribed ; and as the act of a majority of the Board which followed it from its 
legal obligation on the whole necessarily includes and involves every engager 
ment contracted under it, and conformable to it with the same force of an 
equal and permanent obligation. 

Therefore, before I conclude I desire to obviate every possible misconception 
of my object in the requisition which I have made. I do not desire the Board, 
nor the members of it individually, to approve what I have done. I only desire 
them to ratify what I have done under a constittitional and legal authority, by 
their constitutional and legal acquiescence and confirmation of it, knowing 
that without it the Nabob Vizier and his Ministers, who are ignorant of the 
powers of the Board and the principles which give stability to its decided acts, 
will conclude that all the engagements contracted with them by the only 
ostensible member of our Government, with whom by the forms of it they are 
connected, will be dissolved on his removal from it. I make the proposal with 
an anjnety natural to the importance of 'its issue in the hope that it will mark 
^e last act of my public life, and the last test which I shall exact from the 
Board of that -spirit and mutual conciliation which no difference of opinion has 
yet been able wholly to extinguish, and which it is my most earnest wish' to 
preserve, whether we ar^^ to be still longer united in the same service, or whether 
we are to part ip ppr public capacities for ever. 


The foUpffipg minute is delivered by Mb. MacPubrson and Mp,. Stablbs. 

We have considered the' Veiy important and solemn proposition which the 
Governor- Genera} has pxade to the Board, The very Ernest paaimer in which 
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he has called Tipon us as his colleagues in the Administration, and the great 
anxiety which he has expressed for the issue of our determination, oblige us to 
confine our sentiments on the present occasion to a clear and explicit answer 
to the question which he has been pleased to propose. 

The question itself as a proposition for our adoption is stated in full and 
clear terms, nor need we repeat the words. It is a proposition founded upon 
specific acts of this Government which has already taken place, and as 
members of the Government we have already committed our sanction in its 
favour by those legal obligations which bind every member of the Adminis- 
tration to the acts of a decided majority, and that constitutional acquiescence 
in the arrangements concluded between the Governor- General and the Nabob 
Vizier and his Ministers, and to which our ratification is required on the liberal 
principle which the Governor-General has specified. 

We are sensible of the just and public grounds upon which it is proper and 
necessary that the Nabob Vizier should be assured that arrangements concluded 
with him for the discharge of his debt to the Company, and the future regula- 
tion and increase of his revenues should remain permanent and binding upon 
the Company’s representatives independent of the continuance in office of the 
Governor-General for the time, who had the delegated powers of the Govern- 
ment to conclude those arrangements. We are therefore willing and ready to 
adopt the mode which the Governor-General has proposed for relieving the 
mind of the Vizier, as well as his Ministers, from all apprehension or uneasiness 
upon this subject. 

We are confident at the same time that the Governor- General will, of his 
own accord, use his utmost infiuence to convince the Vizier and his Ministers 
of the necessity of a punctual performance of their engagements, so as to 
preclude this Government from all interference in the control and administra- 
tion of His Excellency’s revenues. Having acceded, in so explicit a manner, to 
the Governor-General’s proposal, and having pledged our support of arrange- 
ments for the successful issue of which it is natural for the Governor-General 
to carry an anxiety beyond the period he may wish to prescribe to his own 
Administration in this country, we further beg leave to assure him that whether 
we are to be longer united with him in the public service, or axe soon to 
separate, it is our earnest wish to preserve unextinguished and improve that 
spirit of conciliation which is equally dictated by our sense of public duty, and 
oijr j)ej?so»al respect for the Governor- General. 


JOHN MacPHEBiSON. 
JOHN STABEES, 


The GovEB.isrDR-GENEBAii-r-1 beg leave to prepare the following proposi- 
tion by stating it as personal, and to apologize to the Board for. taking up. a 
portion of their time, however small, with a matter of such a nature, ^ince 
my first appointment to the chief office of this Government in .17755, .Major 
Toone has constantly held some command immediately attached to my person 
except .the interval which passed of his absence in England. The troops of 
horse appointed for my body guard in 1773 was raised, formed, and disciplined 
by him, but did not immediately-perform the duty assigned to it by its insti- 
tution, being firtt employed on service against the Senneasses, who then 
infested the provinces in' vast multitudes, committing the most alarming depre- 
dations, and immediately after in the campaign^' against .the.Bohillas under 
•Colonel Champion. In both • services it was eminently useful, in the ffirst 
especially, by the rapidity of its motions and somoisignal. successes eo in timi- 
' dating that order of banditti, tht,t they .were entirely- idriven- from the pro- 
vinces, and haye never since dared to rertum,in;effeotit,T»ay -be'Considered as 
the safeguard of the people from that time, .although .its aotTjaL-.Qperations have 
been remitted, because their first impression rendered j thie ' repetition of them 
luuneoessaiy. , 
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In tlie intei'val wliiolL followed of his resignation of the service, !Major 
Toone was employed on an important trust by the Hon’ble Court of Directors, 
of the nature of which and of his merits in the discharge of it a member of 
this Board is possibly a more competent judge than I can be. That the follow- 
ing extract of the orders of the Hon’ble Court of Directors will warrant the 
conclusion that his time was neither dissipated in idleness, nor devoted to the 
concerns of his own private interest : — 

Eastraet of ike General Letter dated 30th April 1783. 

“ We have permitted Captain Sweeny Toone, who came home for the benefit 
of his health, to return to your Presidency without prejudice to his rank. We 
consider him particularly entitled to this mark of our attention, as well on ac- 
count of his general good character, as for services rendered to the Company, 
under our orders, since he has been in Europe.” 

Since his return he has been employed in a command of credit, and of a 
trust which I should not have confided to mere personal predilection, as my own 
honour was materially interested in the proper discharge of it.^ He had the 
command of the escort which attended me in my late deputation, and to his 
honour I mention that though the detachment traversed, either wholly or in 
part, a line of 800 miles, though it was frequently intermixed both on line of 
march and encampment with troops of the Nabob Vizier, though it was quartered 
during five months at Ducknow, and a portion of it did duty during three 
months within the walls of the Vizier’s palace, no complaint was ever uttered of 
any disorders committed by the individuals of it, and they mixed with the 
people of the city and the domestics of the Nabob Vizier with a degree of 
harmony which was never in a single instance interrupted. This is an event of 
which I believe there is no other example, and to this I can add another cir- 
cumstance, which is perhaps unequalled, that it has not cost the Company the 
charge of one contingent bill. 

Major Toone’s wish is to accompany me on my return to England- His 
reasons for this intention will be signified in his address to the Board, when he 
shall request their acceptance of his resignation. I request, as the conclusion of 
the facts which I have premised, that the Board will be pleased to yield so far 
to my sense of Major Toone’s services and merits as to reward them by grant- 
ing him a commission of Lieutenant-colonel. Its immediate effect will be 
but of a few days’ duration, as his resignation of the service must shortly follow, 
so that it can encroach on no individual rights, and I trust to the respect which 
my attention to the rules of the," service will draw from the officers in general 
that no one will complain of so short and ineffectual a supersession, nor will it 
be a burthen to the Company’s finances either by its present effect or by its 
affording a precedent for similar indulgences, since rarely will the same dflim 
occur V with a oonibination of • the same pleas under which it is made. I 
request it as an indulgence to myself, in consideration of my own opinion of its 
•weight as a public act, not doubting of the acquiescence of the Hon’ble Court 
of Directors, with whom I am willing to take upon myself, if required, the 
whole responsibility, at least so far as the Board can divest themselves of their 
portion of it. 


WAB-BEN HASTINGS. 


Ms. MacPhe-b.son — I agree to the Governor-General’s recommendation to 
promote Major Toone, who is returning with him to England, to the rank of 
Lieutenant-colonel, that special rank being in no shape . to entitle him to 
■supersede any person on this establishment either prior to his departure for 
■Europe or after his return to Bengal, but to be granted to him in compliment 
to the Governor- General as an honorary mark of Major Tooae’s services. I beg 
■leave to add, from my own knowledge of Major Toone, that I have a particular 
pleasure in agreeing to the Governor-General’s recommendation; and the services 
which th^ Court of Directors, in their letter of 30th April 1782, have represent^ 
list 
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Major Toone to Have rendered the Company in England, will certainly induce 
them to approve of the measure. 

J. MacPHEESON. 


Mr. STAsnss — I agree with pleasure to grant the commission to Major 
Toone in the terms of Mr. MacPhersoa’s minute. 

J. STABLES. 


Secret Dept., 
Friday. 


The Governor-General sends in the following minute, 28th January 1785 

Monoha Dass, the son of Gopal Dass, having waited upon me with a 

Minute from the Governor-General. request that he might be furnished with 

an order on the Lucknow Treasury for the 
amount which may be due upon the bond granted by the late Besident on the 
part of the Company, dated the 8th June 1783, which, according to the tenor of 
that engagement, was to be repaid from whatever might remain after providing 
for the Company’s necessai’y disbursements from the' receipts of the assignments 
granted on the country in their favour by His Highness the Nabob Vizier, but 
which the urgent occasions of this Government, for remittances to Surat and 
Calcutta, have prevented the performance of this article of the Company’s 
engagement with them, I am to request that the Board will be pleased to direct 
the accountant at Lucknow, in place of remitting in Jey t the ten lakhs which are 
then to be paid by the Nabob Vizier in bills on Surat and Calcutta, to pay the 
same to the agents of Gopal Dass, taking their receipts as an endorsation on 
the back of Mr. Bristow’s bond, and that in the month of Bhaden, in place 
of remitting the whole amount of the 15 lakhs which the Nabob Vizier is then 
to pay in bills on Surat and Calcutta, he do discharge the amount which may 
then be due of the principal and interest of that bond, the latter of which be will 
of course charge to the N abob’s account, it being allowed for in the last article 
of the estimate of the Company’s demand against the Vizier for the present 
Fuslee year 1191. 

WARBEN [HASTINGS. 


The Board agree to the Governor- General’s request and direct tih.e Secretary 
to send the necessary orders to Mr. Wombwell in consequence. 


Fort William, the 28th January 1786. 

At a Oounciii, present ; 

The Hon’ble John MacPherson. 

J. SxabiiBS, Esq. 

The Governoe-GenbraIi, absent. 

Head and approved the Proceedings of the 20th instant. 
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Extract of Mr. Eastings^ letter to the Boards dated the 27th 

September 1762. 


The enquiry concerning the intercepted letters having been chiefly made by me^ and 
depending on nicer and more intricate ^circumstances than the former^ I beg leave to lay before 
^^your Honor^ &c., a recapitulation of the most material evidences which have been given 
upon it. 


From the examinations taken the last year it has been proved that the packet from 
^^Comgar Cawn to Rajaram^ which included Ramchurn^s letters, was carried from Calcutta ; 
that the contents and superscriptions of the letter were wrote in two different hands, and 
that the letters were forged ; by whom, remained yet undiscovered, though it could be no 
doubt (from the circumstances already proved) that it was the Contrivance of some person 
“of Calcutta, and who had an interest in Ramehurn^s disgrace ; and this was the only clue 
“ that could lead to the discovery of the author. 

“That there had been a long andjopen variance between Nundcoomar and Ramchurn 
“is well known. The former was, in consequence of that difference, suspected of being 
“ concerned in the forgery of the letters ; with what reason, will appear from the depositions 
“ now before the Board. 


31st Vaiy ^ ^ From the evidences of Nubkishen, (a) Ramchurn Dass, (5) and Selim Oolla (e) it appears 

(b) Vide Cons, of that there were designs projecting by Nundcoomar against Ramchurn a short time before the 
11 th August. “interception of the above packet. The mysterious declaration of Sudder-o-din to Selim 

(<j)B. No. 9. “ Oolla, mentioned in the latter^s deposition, affords a strong, proof of this, and of Sudder-o- 

“ din being an accomplice in it. The industrious concealment of Ramnauth Chowdry, who 
“is said to be privy to the whole transaction, though it amounts to no proof, cannot but 
create a suspicion that it proceeds from a consciousness of some guilt, which his presence 
“might bring to light. 

“ That Sudder-o-din was acquainted with the contrivance of the letters is implied in 
Cons, of « the promise which he made to Assud Oolla, [d) and Fukker-o-din to declare all that he knew 
N. relating to those letters, and that he would return in five days from Gyrettee for that purpose, 

“This Sudder-o-din positively denies, though confirmed by the evidence of Moulvie 
(<?) ^ Inoodun. («} who has sworn to the express words which he heard, but understood not to 

re lated. 

a 1 to Asstid Oolla is very ambiguous. I have 

of^slst “consulted several able Moonshees upon it, and find it will well bear the meaning which he 

gives it, though it may also admit of a different construction. The letter in his sense of it 
is as follows 


“My present situation how shall I relate? It is beyond expression, and as I look upon 
“you as my friend in all respects, what occasion is there to write it? I am persuaded 
^^you will do whatever you think best for me. To work at the unfolding of the affair known 
between us would be the act of a base man, afterwards what confidence could you have 
“ in me ? When I have bound myself to the rights of a master I will not be deficient in 
complying with your desire 


“ Two difliculties occur in reconciling Sudder-o-din^s interpretation of the ^ affair known 
“ between them ^ to the probable views and interests of the two Moonshees. 

First. — ^Fukker-o-din having wrote the superscriptions of the letters to Comgar Cawn, 
“ was charged with having written the letters also, and was several days in confinement upon 
^^that account. This made him sohcitous to find out the real author, and Assud Oolla 
regarding it as a common concern equally interested himself in it. Accordingly, we find 
that they meet with Sudder-o-din (who was supposed to have written the letters) and have a 
L6h luffust conversation with him ; but strangely forgetting (as he ( y ) declares) the point which they 

^ ' “had so intently in view, they endeavour to prevail upon him by large promises to communicate 
“ to them such intelligence as he could afterwards pick up at Gyrettee, in which it does not 
“ appear that they could have had any interest; or if they had, it is very improbable that they 
“ should make such an application to a man who had so nearly compassed the ruin of one of 
“ them, and by an act which shewed him too intimately connected with Nundcoomar to join in 
“a scheme to betray him. 

Secondly. — Sudder-o-din assures Assud Oolla of his readiness to comply with his desire 
“ when he had made it a part of his duty by procuring him the Governor’s service. That 
“Sudder-o-din should promise to reveal what he knew of transactions already passed is 
“ consistent with the explanation given by Assud Oolla of the affair known between them ; but 
“that he should promise to reveal what should afterwards pass at Gyrettee, if received in the 
Governor s service in Calcutta, is hardly reconcileable by the most forced construction to 
“probability or even common sense. 

“ Thus far the truth of the affair can be drawn from probable but yet doubtful arguments 
“ only ; what follows depends more on facts. 



2 


"Gopaul Sing, {h) who had despatched Ramruttun, the Cossid, to Jellasore, swears that he 
gave him but two letters, written both in the Nagree language, and addressed to his brother. 

Ramruttun {i) confesses the same, and adds that he received the Persian packet from 
*^Mooteeram, a harkarra in the service of Nundcoomar, who set out at the same time with him 
from Calcutta ; that when he was seized by Shasteeram, Mooteeram, who was then with him, 
fled, and left him with the charge of that packet upon him. Being examined two or three 
times, and every question put to him that might lead him to contradict himself if his 
evidence had been false, he persisted invariably in the same story, nor could I meet with 
any circumstance with the depositions of the other persons concerned that disagreed with 
his. Upon enquiry I learn that there was such a person as Mooteeram in the service of Nund- 
^^coomar at that time, but he has not been heard of for some time, being supposed to have 
been cut off by robbers in the way to Moorshedabad. That he was with Ramruttun appears 
^^also from the evidence of Dootee Gooreah, (/ ) the man whose house was plundered by 
Ramruttun. He says that when Shasteeram asked who he (Ramruttun) was, one of the 
"peons replied — ^He is one of the two persons who joined the retinue in the "plain 
" of Soohung.'’ That this part of the evidence is true cannot be doubted, as it would imply 
a degree of art and a suddenness of invention scarce possible for a man of such ignorance 
" and simplicity as his appearance denotes to bring in so material a circumstance in answer to 
a question so remote from tbe conelusion now drawn from bis words. 

" Since writing the above I have met with the original deposition of Dootee Gooreah taken 
"before Mr. Johnstone at Rajghaut, which agrees almost literally with that which he has now 
"made. I have therefore brought it for the satisfaction of the Board. 

In the deposition of Sasteeram (k) there are some particulars which will admit of a very 
"doubtful construction, such as his entertaining so sudden a suspicion of the Cossid beino* 
"employed in carrying treasonable letters from no other reason yet appearing than his being 
"detected in robbing a house (an uncommon employment at least for a man engaged in 
"such a service); his repeated mention of the severe floggings given Ramruttun for the 
"robbery as well as to make him confess whence be bad the letters, which, by the concurrent 
"testimony of Ramruttun himself and every person questioned upo^ the fact, appears to be 
"utterly false, and that the man was not in the least ill-treated. He indeed gives a plausible 
"reason for his suspicion, viz., that one of his attendants (Khaney Sein) being shown the letters, 
"declared one of them to be from Comgar Cawnto Rajaram. But this is likewise contradicted 
"by the other depositions, and particularly that of Khaney Sein [1) himself, who declared that 
"he was not present at the time, and only came up some hours after Ramruttun was seized 
and confine^ and that then he was shewn the letter. 

“ Trom tte several det)osition8 and tli'&-<ciraiswas.taneete- Lemii-]p»e8e»fc^d«t]re 
"judge on whom to fix the forgery of the letters in question. One observation' it remains 
"upon, me to make, that a fact of this kind, in which the intervention of moro one 
"person is not immediately required, can scarce ever admit of a positive and incontestable proof 
"liiongh the several con^quenfc and relative facts may be sufficiently proved, and point out 
^'in-the most evident manner the main spring which set them in motion. In this light 
"regarding the enquiry before us, I must give it as my opinion that as it appears pretty 
‘clearly that there was a design on foot to compass the ruin of Eamchurn, that subsequent 
thereto the letters forged in his name were intercepted; that the man to whose charge 
"they were entrusted was a servant of Nundcoomar’s; and that Sudder-o-din (a servant of 
‘ Nuncwmar s) did foretell the disgrace of Kamchurn, and was (by his own declaration after- 
wards) pnvy to 'the forgery of the letters. I say from these circumstances already proved 
*« letters were written and intercepted by the contrivance and direc- 

"chmn” ^ fix the charge of a tndtorous correspondence upon Earn- 
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